When Does The Bible Say The Body Of Christ Started?
Summarized by Mike McGlathery
Introduction
One trouble with determining when the body of Christ began, is that everybody seems to have their own criteria as to what determines the start of the body of Christ.  I don't believe that the Bible is ambiguous about it at all, and the King James Authorized Version Bible is the final authority.  It started the instant that Paul was saved, according to Eph.1:12-14; 1Cor.15:1-3; 12:13; 9:16-18; 1Tim.1:15-16;  and Gal.1:11-12,15-16 (to reveal his Son in me).

Understanding the Position and Need of the Body of Christ
The facts of Israel's history do not directly have anything to do with the creation of the body of Christ.  But, those facts about Israel, the kingdom, the Messiah, the priesthood, the Land, and the earth increase our understanding of the position of and need for the body of Christ.

A Gospel Begun
In Gen.12:3, God dispensed a gospel (good news) to Abram saying, "In thee shall all families/nations of the earth be blessed" (Gal.3:8).  God progressively revealed more and more about His will.  God revealed that He would give all the land which Abram could see, to his seed after him (Gen.12:7).  God told Abram that his seed would be innumerable (Gen.13:16, 15:5, 16:10).  Then God told Abram the dimensions of the Land that his seed would be given (Gen.15:17-21, 17:8).  Then, God changed Abram's name to Abraham (Gen.17:5).  Later, God confirmed to Jacob what He had covenanted to Abram (Gen.28:13-14).

Kingdom Information Added to that Gospel
In Exodus 19:6,5-8, God dispensed more of that gospel (good news) to Moses, that the children of Israel would be kings in a kingdom, and priests of God to the other nations.  This kingdom was later described as "the days of heaven upon earth" (Deut.11:21).  Later still it was further prophesied that "the God of heaven (shall) set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed" (Dan.2:44).  Checking the dimensions of the Land in Gen.15:17-21 and Gen.17:8, we can easily see that Israel’s earthly kingdom is not here yet.

Gospel of the Kingdom Preached
All this good news (gospel) of a coming kingdom, is what was preached to Israel, by John the Baptist (Mt.3:1-2), Jesus (Mk.1:14-15, Acts 1:3), Peter (Acts 2:30, 3:18-21), and Philip (Acts 8:12) throughout Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts (Acts 21:20).  They preached that believers in the "gospel of the kingdom" would be saved to "everlasting life on the earth" (Mt.5:5) when Christ comes back to rule the world from Israel (Acts 3:19-21), if they endure to the end (Mt.24:13).

A PATTERN started by Christ Dispensing the Gospel to Paul
Independent of God patiently working with Israel, Jesus Christ chose to save the chief of sinners, Saul/Paul, "for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting" (1Tim.1:16).  That new pattern was set by Jesus Christ dispensing (1Cor.9:17) and revealing (Gal.1:11-12) the gospel of salvation, the gospel of Christ (1Cor.15:,1-4; 1Cor.1:18; Rom.1:16), to a believing Saul, which saved him on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:6).  

The pattern is Jesus Christ’s gracious (1Tim.1:14) longsuffering (1Tim.1:16) to save the sinner Paul (1Tim.1:15), by Paul’s believing “on him to life everlasting".  God showed all longsuffering in saving a sinner by that sinner trusting on Christ’s provision (on the cross) rather than the sinner trusting their own provisions (such as law keeping, or good deeds).  

That believing person was immediately baptized "by one Spirit" (not into water, but) "into one body", "so also is Christ" (1Cor.12:12-13; Rom.8:9), and at that time, that believer was "sealed with that Holy Spirit" "until the redemption of the purchased possession" (Eph.1:12-14), redeeming the believer to our "house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" (2Cor.5:1).  

What the Pattern Is, and is Not
Paul being “a chosen vessel” was not, Paul being the PATTERN.  Paul being “a chosen vessel” was Paul’s special apostleship being uniquely sent to preach to three groups, which are:  Gentiles, kings, and Israel, as told in Acts 9:15.  But, its God’s act of SAVING Paul first that is the PATTERN, not the person Paul himself.  The pattern is not even the person Paul being saved.  The PATTERN is the PROCESS, not the person.  The PATTERN is the new way, the new gospel that Christ used to save Paul, the chief of sinners.  The PATTERN to be followed is to “believe on him to life everlasting”, which was the gospel of Christ" to the Jew first and also to the Greek in the commonwealth of Israel, until Christ later sent Paul to all men, renaming it the "gospel of the grace of God"

Coming Into that PATTERN
To follow that pattern, a person had to believe that same gospel of salvation which was given Paul to believe (1Tim.1:16; 1Cor.15:1-4), and by which he was saved as a pattern (Eph.3:6; 1Cor.15:3,1-4; Gal.1:11-12).  Those after Paul, who like him, “believe on him (Christ) to life everlasting” have followed God’s pattern to save us.  

Paul is first recorded to be preaching that gospel of salvation in Acts 13:38-39,16-49.  Paul's gospel of Christ saved those who believed it from the commonwealth of Israel, whether Jew or Greek, to whom Paul was sent to preach his new gospel of salvation from his conversion until Israel's casting away (Rom.1:16, Rom.15:19; Eph.2:11-12).  

Later,  that same gospel of salvation was sent to all us Gentiles, far hence in the regions beyond (Acts 22:17-21; 2Cor.10:14-16), to those of us that are alien to Israel (Eph.2:12), but by that time, it was being called the “gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), that of Paul was “to be testified in due season” (1Tim.2:6; Eph.2:13-18).  After the end of Acts, Paul, in Eph.3:6 says, "That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel" which was the PATTERN revealed (1Tim.1:16).  So, by believing that gospel, those Gentiles from the regions beyond (2Cor.10:16), that were alien to the commonwealth of Israel (Eph.2:12),  became members in "the same body" (Eph.3:6) as those believing Jews and Greeks that Paul earlier preached his newly revealed gospel to between his conversion and Israel's casting away.

Christ’s PATTERN followers were a different group
The verse says that Jesus Christ’s pattern was shown first in Paul, not before Paul.  To say that Christ on earth, or Peter, or anyone else preached that newly revealed, dispensed gospel before Paul did, is to say that the Holy Spirit lied in the Bible about Paul being the first to be saved by that pattern of the grace (1Tim.1:14) and longsuffering (1Tim.1:16) of Jesus Christ.  Only those believing the unique gospel of salvation revealed and dispensed to Paul, are followers of that pattern that Christ started with Paul (1Tim.1:16).

Paul never preached the gospel of the kingdom (Mk.1:14-15; Exodus 19:5-8) that was preached through Abram (Gen.12:3, Gal.3:8), Moses (Exo.19:5-8), John the Baptist (Mt.3:1-2),  Jesus Christ on earth (Mk.1:14-15, Acts 1:3), Peter (Acts 2:30, 3:18-21), and Philip (Acts 8:12).  

Those Pauline pattern followers were a different group of believers, believing a different gospel, from those who, at the same time, believed the earthly Christ's, and Peter's gospel of the kingdom on earth who, having repented of rejecting their Messiah, were washed to be identified as the priests of God to the world (baptized, Mk.16:16; Acts 2:38; Exodus 29:1,4).  

Paul refers to when he first believed (1Tim.1:16) Christ’s newly revealed gospel, and defines it, in 1Cor.15:1-4, saying that it was that gospel that he received and believed, to be saved on the Damascus Road.  That was when it was revealed to him (Gal.1:11-12).  That was when it was dispensed to him (1Cor.9:17).  That was when he believed it, calling Jesus, his Lord (Acts 9:6;  1Cor.12:3).  Then Paul commands all to be followers of the pattern (1 Cor.11:1; Philippians 3:17), to “believe on him to life everlasting”. 

With that pattern, God was starting something new.  Never before had anyone been saved from God’s wrath by simply believing that Christ’s dying for their sins, would save them, which also is “believing on Him to life everlasting”.  Those following the pattern, became a new body of believers in a newly revealed gospel (Gal.1:11-12). 

The Righteousness of God
Part of God’s pattern in saving Paul was “to reveal his Son in” him.  Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God (1Cor.1:30).  Never before was God’s righteousness imputed as a pattern to all believers, as it is now, in Paul’s gospel of salvation, to all those following that pattern and that gospel.  It was different.  God had patterned something new, the exchanging of the believers sin for Christ’s own righteousness to those trusting that Christ died for their sins (2Cor.5:21; 1Cor.1:30; Rom.3:21-22; Php.3:9).  Now, believers following Christ’s pattern in Paul, have the righteousness of God.

PATTERN Followers are Saved to Heaven  
God dispensed His new gospel to Paul, not through man, but by revealing it directly to Paul for us (1Cor.9:16-18, Gal.1:11-12).  It is only Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, raised for our justification, that saves people to heaven, rather than to "the land" and "the kingdom" of Israel (1Cor.15:47-49; 2Cor.5:1; Gal.1:4; Eph.2:6; 3:15; Php.3:20; Col.1:5; 2Tim.4:18).  We can see from the preceding references that believers in Paul's gospel of salvation, are saved to heaven, whether they believed before or after the casting away of Israel in Acts 28.  They were pattern followers. They were saved immediately (Acts 13:39; Rom.5:11; Eph.2:5,8) and permanently (2Tim.2:13 with 1Cor.12:27, Eph.5:30(,32), Rom.8:35-39), without having to endure to the end to be saved (as Israel’s little flock did, Mt.10:22).

PATTERN Followers Named the BODY OF CHRIST.  
As Paul received further revelations from Christ in heaven, these pattern followers, by believing in Paul's gospel of salvation, began progressively being called in scripture, "the body" (1Cor.12:12a), "that one body" (1Cor.12:12b), "the body of Christ" (1Cor.12:27), "(Christ) the head over all things to the church, which is his body" (Eph.1:22-23), "he (Christ) is the head of the body, the church" (Col.1:18).  But whatever that pattern following, body of believers in Paul's gospel of salvation, was called, its creation (1Tim.1:16) was at the revelation and dispensing of that new gospel of salvation (Gal.1:11-12; 1Cor.9:16-18) that Paul received and believed on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:6: 1Cor.15:3) as a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him (Christ) to life everlasting (1Tim.1:16).  The constituency of the body of Christ has been all those who believed Paul's gospel (Eph.3:6; Acts 13:38-39), thus following Christ’s pattern for the saving of Paul (1Tim.1:16), and were thus baptized into "that one body" (1Cor.12:12-13), and sealed there (Eph.1:12-14)

Israel’s Casting Away, Not Tied to the Start of the Body of Christ
I cannot emphasize enough the magnitude of error introduced when presumptions, speculations, and postulations are made, and then scripture is searched to supply verses that seem to support the proposed premise.  When all is said and done, the Bible simply says nothing about the beginning of the body of Christ waiting until after Israel was cast away, or that it only could start when Israel was cast away.  Israel’s end has no control over the start of the body of Christ, just like God’s wrath destroyed the world in Gen.7:10-23, but God had previously covenanted to save Noah at least 100 years earlier in Gen.6:8,18.  Likewise, in another case, God provided substitutionary atonement for Adam and Eve in Gen.3:21, three verses before He destroyed access to their former habitation and way of life in Gen.3:24.  God provides a new way before He destroys the old way.  Transition periods had both the outgoing and the incoming programs running side by side for a while, and in like manner, God started the body of Christ with His pattern in saving Paul, before He cast away and blinded Israel in Acts 28:23-29.

Israel’s Fall is not Israel’s Casting Away
Rom.11:11 speaks of Israel’s fall as being in the past from (earlier than) Acts 20, when Paul wrote Romans.  But Rom.11:1-2,15 speak of Israel’s casting away as being in the future from (later than) Acts 20 when Romans was written.  Before Israel fell, Israel stumbled.  Israel “stumbled at that stumblingstone” (Rom.9:32-33, Christ’s crucifixion).  Then, Israel fell when they rejected the Holy Ghost between the cross and Paul’s writing of Romans in Acts 20.  That fall was the Acts 7 stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:57-60), resisting and unforgivable speaking against the Holy Ghost (Matt.12:32; Acts 7:51-60).  However, Israel’s later casting away was when the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to pronounce the Isaiah 6:9-10 casting away prophecy against Israel (Acts 28:25-29), ending Israel’s special standing with God (Isaiah 6:9-12), ending the signs to Israel to believe God (Amos 8:11-12; 1Cor.13:8-12; 1Cor.1:22, 14:21-22), and ending the book of Acts.

Two Different Groups of Churches
Let us reject preconceptions and postulations, and read and preserve the meaning of all the words on the pages of the King James Bible.  Let us not follow an error of the sects and cults who thrive on finding some key of “special knowledge” or “wisdom” that others don’t know about.  Any honest person can see the different churches in the book of Acts.  In Acts, Israel’s kingdom church was diminishing (Rom.11:12), while Paul’s preaching the gospel of uncircumcision was increasing (Acts 16:5).  The Twelve never again offered the kingdom of heaven to Israel (Acts 3:19-21) after Stephen’s stoning, while the talk about heaven began in Paul’s epistles regarding the body of Christ, written during Acts (1Cor.15:47-49;  2Cor.5:1;  2Thess.4:17;  Gal.1:4).  In Acts, there were both the Gentiles believing Israel’s gospel of the circumcision into Christ’s earthly kingdom church (Acts 10:1-2, 22, 31-45),  and there were Gentiles believing Paul’s gospel of the uncircumcision into the church which is His body, the heaven-bound body of Christ, as seen in the following four Bible passages.  In these verses, Acts 13:14-50;  14:1-2;  15:1-35;  Gal.2:1-10, the two groups of different churches are easily seen communicating and interacting with each other as separate entities.  *See notes*

Separateness of the Two Groups of Churches
Paul’s body of Christ churches were not derived from the Jerusalem kingdom church (1Tim.1:16;  Gal.1:11-12;  2:7-9).  Israel’s little flock church was the receiver of the kingdom of heaven (Matt.16:18;  Luke 12:32).  Israel’s Acts 2 pentecost believers were added to the already existing little flock kingdom church (Acts 2:47).  However, all those coming into Christ’s pattern of grace shown to Paul, became a separated group of believers (Acts 13:38-43, 15:1-6, 18:4-8, 19:8-10, Acts 28:17-28, Rom.16:1-18, 1Cor.16:19).

Different Churches Saved at Different Times
It is scripturally inaccurate to say that the body of Christ only started when salvation came to the Gentiles after the end of Acts.  It is unbiblical to say that the Gentiles believing Paul’s gospel before the end of Acts were all part of Israel’s little flock, and not part of the body of Christ.  Those positions ignore Paul’s statement in Romans 11:11, written in Acts 20, saying at that time, that “salvation IS come unto the Gentiles” (present tense).  Those in Israel’s little flock had not yet received their salvation.  They had not yet endured to the end (Mt.10:22,  24:13;  1Pet.1:2,5,7,13).  They were given the “power to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).  They “should be saved” (Acts 2:47).  Their “sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. And he shall send Jesus Christ” (Acts 3:19-29).  They have to “hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1Pet.1:13).  Israel still has to wait for their salvation until the return of Christ (Acts 3:19-21).  However, those in the body of Christ are saved NOW (Acts 13:39; Rom.5:11; 1Cor.1:18, 15:2; Eph.2:5,8).  The gospel of salvation that Paul preached saved people from God’s wrath, from now on (“salvation IS come unto the Gentiles” Rom.11:11; 2Tim.2:13).  Previously, the only salvation offered to Gentiles was at the return of Christ, through blessing Israel (Isaiah 60:1-3; Acts 3:19-20).  But now, the Gentiles were for the first time, being offered salvation from God’s wrath, apart from Israel (Rom.11:11-15, 25-33; Eph.2:11-18, 3:1-8).

Different Gospels
Christ revealed to Paul a different gospel from what Jesus Christ and Israel’s Twelve apostles preached on earth.  While John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, and the Twelve were preaching repentance and baptism to enter the kingdom of heaven on earth (Mk.1:14-15, 16:16;  Acts 3:19-21, 8:12), Christ sent Paul to preach that by trusting Christ, that He died for our sins, we would be immediately and permanently saved from God’s wrath (Eph.1:7-14, 2:5,8-9;  1Cor.15:1-4; 1Thess.1:10, 5:9).  Israel’s kingdom gospel included nothing about trusting in Christ’s blood to be saved or about being saved now, while Christ’s new gospel to us through Paul included nothing about being in the kingdom of heaven on earth or enduring until Christ’s return to be saved.  God gave the two groups different gospels that saved them to different places, earth or heaven.  Paul’s gospel, that was the pattern for the body of Christ (1Tim.1:16; Rom.1:16), was first preached in the Bible in Acts 13:28-39, long before Israel was cast away in Acts 28, but only shortly after Israel fell in Acts 7, and Paul was saved in Acts 9 (1Cor.15:1-4; Rom.1:16; 1Cor.1:18; Gal.1:11-12,15-16).

Different Baptizers
Peters Acts believers received the Holy Ghost in the same way that Israel did (Acts 2:1-4, 11:15, 15:8;  Matt.3:11).  However, Paul’s Acts Gentile believers received the Holy Spirit differently.  When Paul’s new believers were baptized by the Holy Spirit, it was into the one body of Christ, whether it was before or after the end of Acts (Eph.1:13-14,22-23;  1Cor.12:12,13,27),  But when the Twelve’s believers were baptized, they were baptized with the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:5), by Christ (Matt.3:11), into the little flock of Israel (Acts 2:47;  Luke 7:29-30).  They had to be different baptisms because there were different baptizers (Israel baptized by Christ, and Paul’s believers baptized by the One Spirit). 

The Two Groups of Churches Distinguished in Corinth
On the topic of Paul’s churches being a separate group or pattern of churches from Peter’s churches, we can glean some facts from some of Paul’s inspired comments to those at Corinth.  I hope to clearly show that the group that Paul wrote to in Corinth, had been believing Jews before, but by Paul’s gospel, many had now become a new body of saved believers, part of the pattern that God started with Paul’s Acts 9 conversion.

(Understood)
If I say to you, "Go close the door", you understand it alright, but part of it is unwritten.  The subject is missing.  Or rather, the subject is "understood".   The subject is "(You)".  The meaning of that sentence is "(You) go close the door."  1Corinthians 10:32 is the same way.  1 Corinthians 10:32 "Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:".  That verse is telling them something.  What it means is this:  "(You) give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.”  

Four Groups in 1Cor.10:32
So, what is the verse saying?  First lets count the groups in the verse.  Starting at the end of the verse there is the "church of God", then the "Gentiles", then the "Jews", and we still have one more group in the verse.  The other group in the verse is the "(You)" that Paul was talking to.  So, who was the "(You)" group that Paul was talking to?  Well, they were not one of the other three groups, they were a fourth and different group, or Paul wouldn’t have named the other groups separately.  

Paul Goes to the Greek Gentiles
Doctrine aside for a moment, lets consider the reliable history in the Acts timeline.  When Paul came to Corinth from Athens (Acts 18:1), we find him week after week in the synagogue of the Jews (Acts 18:4), reasoning and persuading the Jews and some of the Gentiles, the Greeks, that were present in the synagogue.  Later, he testified specifically to the Jews that “Jesus was Christ” (Acts 18:5) (the gospel of God).  When those Jews opposed and blasphemed, Paul said in effect, “I’ve informed you first, as I was sent to do.  Now the choice is your’s.  Now I will go to the Greek Gentiles I was also sent to” (Acts 18:6).

Paul Separated his Believers from the “Church of God”
Paul departed from the synagogue, entering into believing Justus’s house immediately adjacent to that synagogue.  The chief ruler of the synagogue, Crispus, believed and also many of the Corinthians believed when they got to hear Paul’s gospel (Acts 18:7-8; Rom.10:14-15).  Paul separated his group of believers from the “church of God” that had been in the Corinth synagogue.

The Name Of
When Paul first went to Corinth in Acts 18:1-18, the “(You)” group that Paul wrote to was one of the two groups that Paul addressed the Corinthian epistle to (1Cor.1:2).  Paul wrote to the “church of God” at Corinth, telling them that they “are sanctified (set apart) in Christ Jesus”, and telling them that they are “called to be saints”.  Then, Paul also addresses that epistle to a second, similar, but wider group, “all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

Distinction Between Paul and the “(You)” Group
It was Israel that was required to believe in the name of Jesus (Luke 13:35; Acts 2:21; 1Jn.3:23).  Calling on the name of Jesus is acknowledging His identity, that Jesus is the prophesied Christ, that resurrected (which is the gospel of God, Romans 1:1,3-4). Then, Paul adds a description to the addressed groups, that Jesus Christ is both their Lord, and our Lord (1Cor.1:2).  That makes a distinction between the initial relationship to the Lord of those in the church of God at Corinth, and Paul’s own relationship to the Lord.  Lets explore what that distinction is between the apostle Paul and that “(You)” group when he addressed his epistle to them.

Sanctified, Little Flock Jews
Paul said the “(You)” group in Corinth was “sanctified in Christ Jesus” (1Cor.1:2), but he didn’t say that they were saved, or saints. There is one group in the Bible that is sanctified while waiting to be saved.  It is the little flock (Luke 12:32), the Israel of God (Gal.6:16), believing Jews (Acts 14:1; 21:20) that Peter preached to and wrote to (1Pet.1:2,5).  So. Paul is addressing his first Corinthian epistle to sanctified, little flock Jews, that believed the gospel of the kingdom which Christ on earth preached, as well as Peter, James, John, and Philip.  But Paul was calling them to be saved saints (1Cor.1:2).

Paul Called Them to be Saved Saints
When Paul tells these believing Jews that they are “called to be saints”, a few verses later, he says that “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel”.  Then Paul proceeds to briefly describe the gospel of Christ which is the power of God to save them to be saints (Rom.1:16).  Although defining it in detail in 1Cor.15:1-4, Paul here, in the first chapter, briefly said that it is the preaching of the cross that is the power of God to save us, and that by the foolishness of preaching, God saves them that believe (1Cor.1:18,21).  We preach Christ crucified, the power of God and the wisdom of God.  So Paul gave them all they needed to respond to his call to be saved saints, by believing the gospel of their salvation.  By believing Paul’s gospel, they had followed the pattern that God set by saving Paul, forming the body of Christ.

A Separate Group, The Body of Christ
Since, in 1Cor.10:32, Paul tells the “(You)” group that he writes to in Corinth, to give none offence to the “church of God” (that they just had come out of), then they can’t possibly still be the “church of God”, Israel’s believing little flock, the Israel of God.  The “(You)” group Paul addressed in Corinth now has to be, like Paul is, a separate group that today, we know as part of the body of Christ, not the Jews, not the Gentiles, and no longer the church of God.

Israel’s Only Hope
Between Christ’s resurrection and ascension, believing Jews were sad, having a hope that Jesus Christ was the Messiah which should have redeemed Israel (Luke 24:17,21).  But late in Acts, Paul announced to Israel, that the gospel he preached to all men, which he started preaching in Acts 20, was Israel’s only hope.  By the time of Acts 28:20, in Paul’s meeting with Rome’s chief Jews, he told them that the “hope of Israel” was the preaching of the gospel that got him into that prisoners chain (Acts 28:20; Acts 21:27).

Insignificance of When First Mentioned
The Bible’s first mention of the body of Christ is not necessarily the time of its actual start.  The body of Christ had been a mystery, unknown by man before it was revealed to Paul.  When Paul first mentioned the body of Christ, it had already started, and he already knew about it, in order to mention it.  The Bible never says that Paul started the body of Christ.  The body of Christ was started by Christ from heaven, in 1Tim.1:16, and by the Holy Spirit, in 1Cor.12:3,12-13,27;  Eph.1:12-14;  Rom.8:9.  The body of Christ was not involved with the Acts 2 pentecost events, for we are told in Acts 2:16-17 and 22, that those events were signs for Israel in their last days.  Israel’s last days were later postponed, due to their fall by rejecting their Messiah (Rom.11:11,15,20,25), and their unforgivable sin of speaking against the Holy Ghost by stoning Stephen (Acts 7:51-60;  Matt.12:31-32).

Only One Same Body
The “one body” of 1Corinthians and then Romans, has to be the same “one body” of Ephesian and Colossians because they were all written after Paul had his temple vision in Acts 18:22, telling him he would be sent a second time, but that time to “ALL MEN”.  By the time that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians and then Romans, he already knew about the gospel being sent to all men (Acts 22:21), and yet he proclaimed that there is still only one “same body” (Eph.3:6).  (Eph.1:22-23, 4:4,12;  Col.1:18, 3:15;  1Cor.12:27)

Irrelevance of Paul’s Name Change
Some folks seem to think that the body of Christ started when Saul began being called Paul.  But that was not a cause of anything, but rather it was a result of an earlier change in Paul's life that occurred on the road to Damascus, according to Acts 9:6, "Lord", and Acts 22:10, "Lord", and 1 Cor.12:3...no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  (Rom.8:9; Eph.1:12-14).

Jews and Gentiles in One Body
One of the characteristics of the body of Christ is that is contains both former Jews, and former Gentiles in one body (Gal.3:26-28; 1Cor.12:13,27; Eph.2:14-18).  But the Bible never says that characteristic is what formed or started the body of Christ, or even that it is necessary before it is the body of Christ.  When someone enters the body of Christ, there nationality becomes irrelevant (Gal.3:27-28; Col.3:11).  So, on that basis, there are never both Jews and Gentiles in the one body of Christ, only former Jews and former Gentiles in the one body of Christ.  We have seen that the start of the body of Christ was with Christ’s gracious, longsuffering saving of Saul/Paul on the Damascus Road (1Tim.1:14-16; Gal.1:11-16; 1Cor.9:16-18; 1Cor.15:1-4; 1Cor.12:12-13).

Paul, the Prototype, Exempted
The Holy Ghost inspired Stephen to tell those self righteous Jews that they were uncircumcised in heart and ears.  That proclamation included Saul who was standing there, consenting to Stephen’s death.  So Paul was uncircumcised in heart.  The uncircumcised were outside of Israel, considered dogs, Gentiles.  So when Saul believed that new gospel revealed to him on the Damascus road (Gal.1:11-12) and so, was the first to enter the body of Christ, he did so, uncircumcised in heart, having unforgivably spoken against the Holy Ghost, apart from Israel, the first to be saved that way, by that gospel.  Up until then, salvation had been “of the Jews” (John 4:22).  But both Paul, and also we, needed an exemption (1Cor.9:16-18).  God dispensed this gospel to Paul (1Cor.9:16-18) as a pattern (1Tim.1:16) that now saves us (1Cor.15:1-4), and places us in the body of Christ (Eph.3:6), being baptized by the Spirit into the one body (1Cor.12:13).

CONCLUSION
In 1Tim.1:16, the Bible tells us that God started a pattern with Paul's believing the gospel of 1Cor.15:1-4, that Christ Himself revealed to him (Gal.1:11-12), and dispensed to him (1Cor.9:16-18) in Acts 9.  All who follow that pattern, believing Paul’s gospel, are placed into one body in 1Cor.12:13, and Eph.1:12-14, the body of Christ (1Cor.12:27; Col.1:18; Eph.4:4).  Later, after Acts 28, Paul says “by the gospel”, we are “of the same body” (Eph.3:6), and that there is still “one body” (Eph.4:4; Col.1:18) that includes those Acts believers in Paul’s gospel, “who first trusted in Christ” (Eph.1:12), AND those who later believed Paul’s gospel (Eph.1:13) after Israel’s Acts 28 casting away (Acts 28:25-29; Rom.11:15).

   --=========================================================--  

*Notes*  From ”two Different Groups of Churches”:  
In these groups of verses, Acts 13:14-50;  15:1-35;  Gal.1:3-24;  Gal.2:1-10, the two groups of different churches are easily seen communicating with and interacting with each other.

Acts 13:38-39 shows the two ways to be justified, Israel’s way by the law, and Paul’s way by his gospel into the body of Christ.  Israel’s kingdom church in Acts was zealous of the law (Acts 21:20).  But, justification by God’s grace is fallen from when one trusts in the law (Gal.5:4, written during Acts).  Those in the body of Christ have already had all there sins forgiven (Eph.2:5,8), but those in Israel's kingdom church have there sins remitted until those who endure to the end, have their sins forgiven when Christ returns to earth (Acts 3:19-20).

In Acts 15, the two groups of churches are easily seen communicating and interacting with each other.  

In Gal.1:3-24, we can see believers in Paul’s gospel being delivered out of this present world, and not to a earthly kingdom from heaven (Gal.1:4).  In Gal.1:6-10, we see Paul condemning anyone who preaches the kingdom gospel to those that Paul preached the uncircumcision gospel to.  In Gal.1:11-12, Paul certifies that his gospel did not come from man (or apostle), nor did man (or apostle) teach it to him, but that it was revealed to him by Jesus Christ.  In Gal.1:13-14,23, Paul tells that he wasted the church of God, before it was revealed to him, who Jesus Christ was.  Then, in Gal.1:15-16, we see God’s revelation of Jesus Christ in Paul.
 
In, Gal.2:1-6, Paul relates about the Acts 15 meeting, which was at least fourteen years after his conversion.  We find Paul travelling to Jerusalem to inform Israel’s apostles what was that gospel that he preached among the Gentiles, and that they did not add anything to him.  In Gal.2:7, Paul says that James, Cephas (Peter), and John saw the difference in their two gospels, and that Peter’s was the gospel of the circumcicion, and Paul’s was the gospel of the uncircumcision.  In Gal.2:8, we find that they have different apostleships.  And in Gal.2:9, James, Cephas, and John loosed their commission to go to the heathen, and bound it to Paul, that he should go to the uncircumcision (Mt.16:19, 18:18), while James, Cephas, and John bound themselves to go to the circumcision.

- Mike McGlathery

