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We are working our way through Romans, 
covering the topics as they come up while 
following the flow of the epistle, 
without necessarily hitting every verse, as we go through it.
 
So, looking in Romans 16, verse 25, and 26, we find, 
Paul summarizing of what he had written to those in Rome.  
Back in the Romans 1, he said that he was writing to establish them. 
Here, he reviews what he had written that would establish them.  
So, we are using this as an outline for 
what he tells them in the entire epistle.  
" Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to..." 
And Paul goes on to list the three things that
he has taught in his epistle, that will establish the believers. 

So, after the three establishers, 
the fourth thing that he writes about in the epistle, 
is what ESTABLISHED LIVING consists of.  
Of the four basic quarters in Paul's epistle to all that be at Rome, 
the three parts that produce established living 
start with "my gospel."  
That would be what we saw first, in our studies in,
Romans 1, verse 15, through Romans 5, verse 11. 

Secondly, in Paul's list that produces established believers, is 
"Now to him that is of power to stablish you 
according to...the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery"
NOT the preaching of Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Peter, Philip, and James, 
BUT 
" the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the MYSTERY, 
which was KEPT SECRET since the world began, 
but NOW is MADE MANIFEST."  

So "the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery" 
is the second in Paul's list that produces established believers. 
That is the section we now are in, and that this study is about.  

The third in Paul's list of establishers, is 
" Now to him that is of power to stablish you...
by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:" 

Paul goes into those Old Testament Scriptures, 
and how they relate to the coming of Christ, 
and to who the Christ would be, when He came,
and to Israel, 
and to what Israel's standing is today etc. 

So, today we are going to be studying the second establisher, 
" the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery " 


We will see some things that were not shown, before Paul. 
They were hidden
They were kept secret, 
They were mystery.  
until the time was right,
until DUE TIME,
until the time that God chose 
to reveal them to the apostle Paul,  
starting on the road to Damascus, 
but the Bible tells us that 
Paul had an abundance of revelations. 

In the Scriptures, we are given a view of several of those revelations.  
So, Paul did have an abundance of revelations 
from Jesus Christ in heaven.
One of those revelations from Christ to Paul, 
is that Christ is DOING IT ALL, TO SAVE US.  
We can NOT attain heaven, but, because of God's grace, 
He did it everything necessary for us to go to heaven. 
That is not found in the Bible, before Christ's revelation to Paul.
He wanted us to know that we could not do it, 
could not affect our own salvation.  
That is what Israel's Mosaic Law is all about.

But, after we know it, then he makes salvation available. 
Salvation is now available to us, 
it's just that we need to have faith, 
as we saw in the first establisher. 
It is through faith. 

Let me just review some of these things that 
this second establisher gets into. 
Christ is DOING IT ALL IN OUR DAILY LIFE too. 
Colossians 2, verse 6,  
"AS ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
SO walk ye in him:"
in that same way, walk in him, 
by trusting him TO HAVE DONE IT ALL FOR US, 
trusting his blood on the cross to save us, 
and, his dying on the cross to provide for us 
what we need to walk the daily life. 

There is a battle raging within each saved person,  
of which, the lost have no knowledge.
As we discussed in Romans 7, 
only saved people are in 2 realms.
Every physically conceived person is "IN ADAM."
But only the saved are BOTH "IN ADAM," and now also "IN CHRIST."
So, only the saved are in this battle.

Lets recall some other points that are mystery 
that have NOW been revealed, 
but were NOT yet revealed at the time of John the Baptist and, 
were NOT yet revealed when 
Peter preached on the Jewish feast day of Pentecost, 
and they had NOT been revealed until Acts chapter 9, 
when Paul was saved, and 
Jesus Christ from heaven began to 
reveal these things to him.  

Another mystery thing is God's own righteousness being 
imputed to your account, 
as a result of you believing on Christ as your own Saviour.  

In Romans 8, verse 2, we see another 
formerly unrevealed, mystery thing is that
the law of THE SPIRIT OF LIFE in christ jesus 
hath made me free from 
the law of SIN AND DEATH

according to Merriam-Webster's Dictionary (online), 
the word "LAW" often does NOT refer to 
		the Law of Moses, 
	but rather to either a civil law, such as the speed limit,
	or a procedure, rule of procedure, or the way things work,
		such as the law of gravity.

The law in Romans 8, verse 2, is NOT the law of Moses. 
It is the way of operating.  
It's the way things work, 
Similar to the law of gravity. 
It's NOT something that... 
IF you don't keep this law 
THEN, you will not be saved or something like that. 
it's NOT a test, or a condition. 
It's just a way of operating.

The words "law", in the verse means 
"the operation of" or "the working of."  So, 
the working of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from 
the working of sin and death 
of God has provided again.  
He has enabled us.  
He has equipped us for the daily walk, the daily life.  

What is the law of sin and death that we are free from?
We can see it back in Romans 6, verse 16,
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of SIN UNTO DEATH, 
or of obedience unto righteousness? 
The law of sin and death is that 
	if you sin, you die.
God FREES UP the believer from the working of, the law of sin and death, 
	because we are already dead, crucified with Christ,
	so that, as in Romans 8, verses 11 and 12, 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.  

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, 
NOT to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

Notice here that the scripture is not saying:
"Therefore, brethren, we are NOT debtors, to the flesh, 
to live after the flesh."
but it says,
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, 
(BUT) NOT to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
	WE ARE DEBTORS TO NOT LIVE AFTER THE FLESH.

So, the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free. 
It's a done deal.
It's a past tense thing. 
He has made me free from the law of SIN AND DEATH.  

This is the essence of the mystery that 
the life of the spirit within us, makes us free.  
There is a difference. 
AFTER you have become a believer in Christ to save you, 
there is a difference that goes on. 

Its NOT that now you can touch somebody and they become HEALED. 
Its NOT that now you can TALK differently, ecstatically, or something. NO!
But, it's a DEADNESS TO SIN, that makes a difference in 
your ability to WALK toward being 
CONFORMED to the IMAGE of His Son.
It means that your WALK is TOWARD being after the Spirit, 
`	NOT TOWARD being after the flesh
It doesn't mean that you never ACT after the flesh, 
	but your WALK is toward being after the Spirit

Again, a WALK is NOT a STEP.
	a WALK is a SERIES of STEPS, 
		it is a PROGRESS along a PATH.
Again, Romans 8, verse 1,
There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.
and Romans 8, verse 4,
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.
The working of the Spirit of life within you, 
gives you an ALIVENESS to BE 
instruments of God's righteousness in God's hands 
You NO LONGER, as in Romans 6, verse 13, and 14,
yield ye your members as instruments of UNrighteousness unto sin:
BUT NOW, the working of the Spirit of life within you, enables you to
yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  

For sin shall NOT have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace.

Now let's go on through the chapter, Romans 8, verses 3, and 4, 
For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh,
In other words, law is good, but our flesh is weak. 
God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh:

and going onto verse 4, 
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, BUT after the Spirit.
and notice it does NOT say 
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
if we walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

God has enabled us.
He has empowered us, for this walk.  
One characteristic of a believer is that they 
"walk NOT after the flesh."  

We still have the flesh, 
and until the Romans 8, verse 23, 
"redemption of our body," we will have the flesh. 
But during this time, we do have EVENTUAL victory over it. 
But, it's NOT automatic, though. 
It's a struggle. 
It's a BATTLE. 

It something we have to do consciously, 
	NOT to be saved,
	but to "walk not after the flesh"
As we saw earlier, in Romans 6, verses 2, and 11, and 12: 
2,
...How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
And, since God says we "are dead to sin"
11,
Likewise RECKON ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
12,
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies 
because you ARE dead to sin.  

There is a reason why we can RECKON ourselves to be dead to sin. 
It's not just "name it, and claim it." 
It's NOT, "I claim that I am able to overcome Satan," 
	or, "I REBUKE SATAN"
and stuff like that. 
The reason why we can RECKON ourselves to be dead to sin is that, 
God told us we are dead to sin, since we are saved, 
and forgiven by Jesus Christ, and trusting in him. 
We are dead to sin.  
It's a fact.  

So put THAT FACT into action in your life, 
by RECKONING YOURSELVES to be dead to sin. 
In other places, he uses the term "MORTIFY," meaning to "KILL." 

So, here again, we see that this is ALL by GOD BUILDING US,
	it's all God's doing. 
It's nothing that we could do. 
You know, as well as I do, that there are temptations, day after day.  
Satan would love to get us away from being productive for Christ, 
and from being an ambassador,
and from letting our light shine,  
or, as Paul said in Philippians 2, verse 15, 
basically the same thing, but to us, INSTEAD of to Israel. 
That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;

So Satan would love to stop that, to keep us from shining.  
But, God has equipped us, and enabled us, 
to walk in the spirit, 
instead of walking in the flesh, to which WE ARE DEAD.
We are NOT IN THE FLESH. 
Just like our being dead to sin, we also are NOT in the flesh.  

So why would we go back to acting in the flesh,
	or, living in the flesh. 
That is asking for trouble in this life.
It is asking to reap corruption in this life.  
God has POSITIONED us "in the spirit." 
He has SET us "in the spirit"

Let's look at Romans 8, verses 5, and 6, 
For they that are after the flesh DO MIND the things of the flesh; 
but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.
6.
For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Webster's dictionary defines "carnal" as "of the body or flesh," 
"carnivorous" is "eating flesh", "flesh eater".  
In Romans 8, verse 5, we see that 
the FLESH is in opposition to the SPIRIT. 
When Paul is talking about "carnal," 
he is talking about "fleshly," or 
people that that are living in the flesh, or 
yielding to fleshly desires.  

So, in Romans 8, verse 6, 
we saw opposition to being spiritually minded.  
And the opposition is being carnally minded.   
So that is the battleground.  
That is the struggle.
The battle is IN YOUR MIND, 
	being carnally minded, OR	
	being spiritually minded. 

Look at Romans 8, verse 7, 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.

See, the unsaved, the lost, do NOT have the ability to please God.  
There is the opposition between the carnal mind, 
and the law of God operating within us. 
NOT the Mosaic law, but the way God does things in us. 

And he is doing it in a formerly unrevealed, mystery way. 
"The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus," 
is what Romans 8, verse 2 calls it. 
It's His doing within us, His workings within us. 

Romans 8, verse 7,  
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.

So, a person can't fake it. 
They CAN'T live the life, 
if they do NOT have the Holy Spirit within them. 
if a person doesn't have Christ as their Savior,  
they can't fool God.  

Romans 8, verse 8, 
"So then they that are in the flesh CANNOT please God."
Before being saved, 
NONE of the good that we tried to do, 
pleased God, 
There just was no way to please God, 
without Christ changing us, without Christ's saving us 


Romans 8, verse 9, is a CRUCIAL VERSE, talking to saved people now,
But ye are NOT in the flesh, but in the Spirit,
Paul is talking about 
our being, 
our status ,
our position, 
where we are in God's eyes, 
judicially.  
We still have the flesh, 
but it's NOT our position, 
NOT our status. 
But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, 
IF so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man HAVE NOT the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.

So, inspired Paul says that if you belong to Christ, 
you have the Spirit of God. 
Can you see that in the verse?
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.

So, according to Romans 8, verse 9, 
every person that belongs to Christ, has the Spirit of Christ.  
Look at Second Corinthians 1, verse 22, about that.
Who hath also sealed us, 
AND given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.
Look at what that means in Ephesians 1, verse 13.
In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also AFTER THAT YE BELIEVED, ye were sealed with 
that holy Spirit of promise,
          (((REVIEW)))
How long is it 
after a person BELIEVES the gospel, 
that he is SEALED with the holy Spirit? 
According to Romans 8, verse 9, 
there is NO TIME between believing, and being sealed.
So, why does it say "AFTER THAT YE BELIEVED"?
Because BELIEF, TRUST, FAITH, RECEIVING, 
is the one condition to having that salvation of the gospel.
Upon believing, you are sealed at that time.
There is NEVER a time after believing the gospel of your salvation,
	that you are without the Holy Spirit sealing you.
Romans 8, verse 9,
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.

Also, Romans 8, verse 9, said earlier in the verse, 
if you have His spirit, you are not in the flesh. 
That's the first part of the verse.  
But ye are NOT in the flesh, BUT in the Spirit, 
IF so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
If you belong to Christ, you have His spirit, and 
if you have His spirit, you are not in the flesh. 
That's an important fact, 
just like being dead to sin is an important fact, 
because you have to RECKON the truth of it, to be true 
in order to apply it, 
to win that struggle in the events of your daily life.
You need that ammunition, that weapon, 
in your daily walk, to live a Godly life. 
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Romans 8, verse10, 
"And IF Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
BUT the Spirit is life because of righteousness."

Because of whose righteousness?  
Paul is NOT talking about all the good things you do, 
now that you are saved.  
He is talking about God's imputed righteousness, 
the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD imputed to you. 
That's the only righteousness that we have. 

We have to admit that before being saved, 
people do NOT have God's perfect righteousness, and
that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  
And then God enlivens us when we believe the gospel of salvation.
While, the body is dead because of sin; 
...the Spirit is life because of righteousness."
And again, there begins the battle within us.

We will look at Romans 8, verse 11,

But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 
he that raised up Christ from the dead 
SHALL also quicken your mortal bodies 
by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

"Shall" is a word that is more than merely future tense, 
but it is denotes DETERMINATION.
It is a CERTAINTY.  
God is OBLIGATING HIMSELF to quicken your mortal body.
It SHALL happen. 

God gives us hope that this struggle is going to end someday. 
We're not, for all eternity, going to have this struggle going on.  
But it is a battle which, day-to-day, 
we must face, and either live godly, 
or, live a confused life without peace in our life.

As it says in First Corinthians 3, verse 15, 
Whether the believer yields himself 
as an instrument of righteousness, or 
as an instrument of UNrighteousness, 
he is still saved.  It says, 
"he himself SHALL be saved."  
But we would lose rewards that God wants us to have. 
I presume it will all be full of wonder and praise, 
and we would give them back to him 
But, I am NOT real sure about it, 
since the Bible doesn't actually say.  
But, that is my thinking right now. 
But I know we will be changed. 
Our minds will be changed and 
we may recognize that God gave us some of those rewards
because he want us to have them,
to execute our heavenly duties.
So there may be a change of opinion once we get to heaven. 
When we get those rewards, we may keep them, 
but NOT with a fleshly mind of... 
"well, look, what I got, 
Look, what I did!" 

It may be that we will keep them, 
more as an equipping for what duties that 
God has for us to do in heaven.  
It is likely that our rewards will be to 
take the places of the fallen angels 
in the administration of the heavenly places.  

Incidentally, elsewhere, in Ephesians 6, verses 10, through 18,
	Paul lists the armor that 
	we have available, in this battle.

Romans 8, verses 12, through 16, emphasize our part 
	in merely yielding to the Holy Spirit
	as He leads us into righteous living, 
	as confirmed in Titus 2, verses 11, and 12.
Titus 2, verse 11,  
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men,
12,  
Teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, RIGHTEOUSLY, and godly, 
in this present world;
So, Romans 8, verse 12, and 13, goes on to tell us that we are 
	equipped by the Holy Spirit to 
NOT live AFTER THE FLESH,
	but instead, through the Holy Spirit, 
MORTIFY the deeds of the body.

Romans 8, verse 18, tells us that 
yielding (by the Holy Spirit), to righteousness,
	will be WORTH IT ALL.
Romans 8, verse 18,  
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the GLORY which shall be REVEALED IN US.
Speaking of "GLORY,"  Romans 8, verse 18, 
	speaks of the "GLORY" which shall e REVEALED IN US.
SEE WHAT GOD HAS DONE!
Remember where we all started?
Remember Romans 3, verse 23?
For all have sinned, and come short of the GLORY of God;
Romans 8, verse 18, says that "the GLORY...shall be revealed in us"

You get to cooperate with God in accomplishing that, 
	as Paul says in Romans 6, verse 16,  
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness?
and in Romans 6, verse 19,
I speak after the manner of men 
because of the infirmity of your flesh: 
for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 
even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness.

I intend to do some REVIEWING and some SUMMARIZING, so
	don't worry is we jump around, and 
sometimes, it will seem that we are going out of order,
	or repeating.

Let's get back to where we are, in the middle of Romans 8.
Romans 8, verses 19, through 25, explains that 
when Adam brought sin into the world, NOT only mankind fell.
Romans 8, verse 21, tells us that 
all of creation fell into "the bondage of corruption,"
and waits like that, until delivered according to Romans 8, verse 19, 
by "the manifestation of the sons of God."
and according to Romans 8, verse 23,
ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY.

So God tells us that the hope of the completion of our salvation, 
"delivered from the bondage of corruption," 
is the REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY. 
It also is the certain end of that daily STRUGGLE,
	the BATTLE that we are in, which is
between the inner man, and the outer man, here on earth,
yielding to follow either after the flesh, or after the Holy Spirit..

That "redemption of our body" is what we learned about, 
	toward the end of the first quarter of this Rome epistle,
	that "the redemption of our body" comes 
BEFORE the wrath of God falls on this planet.
Romans 5, verse 9,  
Much more then, being NOW justified by his blood, 
we shall be SAVED FROM WRATH through him.
Notice that God's word says that 
" we shall be SAVED FROM WRATH through him."  
  NOT " we shall be SAVED THROUGH WRATH through him.
Paul refers to that event again in Philippians 3, verses 20, and 21.
20,
For our conversation is in HEAVEN; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ:
21,  
Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Of course, Paul refers many times to this rapturous catching up 
to meet the Lord IN THE AIR, although,
	no one else in the Bible ever refers to that event, 
where Christ comes to meet us, the body of Christ, IN THE AIR.. 
The other Bible authors refer to 
the Lord Jesus Christ's return to earth 
at the Mount of Olives, in Israel.

Here in Romans 8, verses 26, and 27,
Paul says that the Spirit helps our infirmities. 
He helps us in these INFIRMITIES, 
this STRUGGLE that we are going through. 
It is a BATTLE.
Romans 8, verse 26, and 27,
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our INFIRMITIES: 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought:
Often we are at a loss as to what to pray for,
especially when we are tempted to do something NOT good for us, 
whether it's to skip a meeting, or 
to cheat on an exam, or 
whatever it may be, we know it is NOT good for us, 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27,  
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.

I call it a STRUGGLE to highlight it. 
But actually, God's power is far stronger than 
any "sin and death" working in us. 
"Sin and death" has already been destroyed.

So, remembering again Colossians 2, verse 6,
As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him:
since it's all of God's doing, for our salvation, 
and its all of God's doing, for daily living, 
then, God is both in the business of equipping us for heaven, 
as well as, equipping us for the daily Christian WALK, 
for what we do. 

So, regarding our daily walk,
we need to reckon ourselves as being WALKERS IN CHRIST. 
Before we can reckon something, we must KNOW that IT IS A FACT.
We need to realize that the outcome of our walk is PREDESTINED.
WE need to REALIZE THAT the OUTCOME of our WALK IS PREDESTINED.

In the next few verses in Romans 8, we see how it benefits us, that
	God "FOREKNOWS" all things, 
	including foreknowing who will believe His gospel 
to be saved by Him. 
Romans 8, verse 29,  
For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Do you realize the impact of that verse?
That verse says that God foreknew 
which of us would believe His gospel of salvation, to be saved.
But, Romans 8, verse 29, goes further to say that 

Romans 8, verse 29,  
For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
PREDESTINATE to be CONFORMED to the IMAGE OF HIS SON, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
God takes the responsibility of making sure we end up,
	CONFORMED to the IMAGE OF HIS SON
So, our outcome is GUARANTEED, IN WRITING.
Each believer will end up
	CONFORMED to the IMAGE OF HIS SON

And, that actually is the CLINCHER that guarantees 
the ACCOMPLISHMENT of what God 
says our WALK should be after, being "AFTER THE SPIRIT."

According to Merriam-Webster's Dictionary,
	"WALK" means "TO ADVANCE BY STEPS"
Our walk is given us by Jesus Christ. 
The more we reckon ourselves to be walking after the Spirit, 
	the more we move along in our walk 
away from walking after the flesh, AND ALSO,
		the closer we become to being 
"CONFORMED to the IMAGE of his Son.

Again, a WALK is NOT a STEP.
	a WALK is a SERIES of STEPS, 
		it is a PROGRESS along a PATH.

Now we can see that Paul has just completed explaining what 
he started out saying back in Romans 6, verses 1, through 9.
He gives the means by which God accomplishes His will in us.
"So, lets read through those verses where Paul calls us to walk Godly. 
What shall we say then? 
Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound?
2.
God forbid. 
How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?
3.
Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into HIS death?

So, Paul is telling us that we DON'T NEED to continue in sin. 
and then he goes on to tell us why. 

Not baptized into death, but baptized into HIS death.
Paul goes on to use that phrase, that we are "baptized into death," 
but, IN CONTEXT, he is saying that 
we are baptized INTO CHRIST'S death.
It is not our death, or death in general, but HIS death.
His death was dying for us, as in Romans 6, verse 4,
Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism into death.  

Romans 6, verse 4,
What are we baptized into?  Into a tank of water? 
4,
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism INTO DEATH: 
Christ's death, in 33 A.D.
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
BY the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
Paul declares 
our death was with Christ, to newness of life. 

Romans 6, Verse 6, 
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.

That is in the sense that we have talked about before. 
It's an enablement 
it's what we're fitted to do, 
what we are now able to do, 
what our new goals are, 
what our new purpose in life is. 
That enablement includes the limiting of (NOT ending of)
the power of the old man, the flesh.
Remember?  In Romans 6, verse 6, 
" Knowing this, that our old man is CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin,"
The old man from Adam, is DEAD, CRUCIFIED.
We should not serve sin.  
It's something that would NOT be 
characteristic of the body of Christ to serve sin. 

Paul goes on to declare the freedom from sin, that
our death with christ produced in us, 
Romans 6, verse 7, 
7,
For he that is dead 
is freed from sin.
That is a great way to put the whole thing in just a few words, isn't it?
For he that is dead 
is freed from sin.
along with Romans 6, verse 2, 
2,
God forbid. How shall we, that ARE DEAD to sin, 
live any longer therein?
and now, Romans 8, verse 8,  
Now IF we be dead with Christ, 
we believe that WE SHALL ALSO live with him:
9,  
Knowing that Christ 
being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; 
death hath no more dominion over him.
          (((REVIEW)))
God did give us a full 
ability, 
enablement and 
equipment 
to overcome this in our lives. 
The Holy Spirit NOW lives within believers, 
as our earnest, 
and our seal. 
Later, in Ephesians 4, verse 23, and 24, 
Paul tells us to 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
	24  And that ye PUT ON THE NEW MAN, 
which after God IS CREATED in righteousness and true holiness.
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Here in Romans 6, verses 11, through 13.  
Paul tells us that 
God enables us to use the facts 
to deny sin access to our lives. 
Use these facts that we are dead to sin, 
to deny Satan the ability to affect us. 
Now, we can, deny from entrance into our lives, 
the sin that Satan would have us to do,
especially in Romans 6, verses 11, and 13.
11.  
Likewise RECKON ye also yourselves to be DEAD indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
13.  
Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are ALIVE FROM THE DEAD, 
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

I like that term instruments. 
You think about the surgeon, with his instruments, a scalpel, or whatsoever. 
What would he be able to do, WITHOUT his instruments?  
He works through his instruments. 
God calls us to yield our members, as instruments of righteousness,
which God can work through. 

Romans 6, verse 14.  
Paul declares that God frees us from the law, 
14.  
For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW, 
but under grace.

in Romans 6, verses 15, through 23, 
Paul tells us of the power that God gives us 
to yield our members as instruments of righteousness.  

That is what he is saying, 
that we are enabled by God, 
to yield, and be instruments. 
Especially take notice of Romans 6, verses 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 22.
Romans 6, verse 15,  
What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, 
but under grace? 
God forbid.
16. 
 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, 
OR of obedience unto righteousness?
17.  
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
18.  
Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness.
19.  
I speak after the manner of men 
because of the infirmity of your flesh: 
for AS ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 
EVEN SO NOW yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness.
22.  
But now being made free from sin, 
and become servants to God, 
ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
AND the end everlasting life.
23,  
For the wages of sin is death; 
BUT the GIFT of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We now move into Romans 7, verses 1, through 6.
Paul tells us that being dead to the law, 
we have a new spiritual life to walk in. 
Especially Romans 7, verses 5, and 6, 
5,  
For when we were in the flesh, 
the motions of sins, which were by the law, 
did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.
6.  
But now WE ARE DELIVERED FROM THE LAW, 
that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the letter.
Now, we are DELIVERED FROM THE LAW.
That is confirmed in Romans 6, verse 14,
For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW, but under grace.

Look in Romans 7, verses 7, through 14. 
Paul shows that the carnal flesh insists on sinning.
Especially in Romans 7, verses, 12, 13, and 14.
12,  
Wherefore the law is holy, 
and the commandment holy, and just, and good.
13,  
Was then that which is good made death unto me? 
God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is good; 
that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.
14,  
For we know that the law is spiritual: 
but I am carnal, sold under sin.

In Romans 7, verses 15, through 20, 
Paul warns of the difference in our newness of spirit, 
difference between that and 
the oldness of the flesh, 
serving the letter of the law.  
There is a difference. 
We can see that difference, 
especially in Romans 7, verses 17, 18, and 20.
17,  
Now then it is no more I that do it, 
but sin that DWELLETH IN ME.
18,  
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is good I find not.
20,  
Now if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, 
but SIN THAT DWELLETH IN ME.

In Romans 7, verses 21, through 23, 
Paul defines the opposing forces of 
the law of God in the inward man against 
the law of sin in my members.  
21,  
I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, 
evil is present with me.
22,  
For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:
23,  
But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members.

In Romans 7, verse 24, through Romans 8, verse 7,  
Paul writes that God made me free from the law of sin and death.  
And that is significant, as you can tell, just from hearing it, 
that God made you something, 
and it was freeing,  
He made you free from something 
That law of sin and death, 
the operation of sin and death in our lives 
is what we have been made free from, 
BY God himself.  
NOT BY your trying hard, 
but by your accepting it, 
believing that he made you free, 
and living it out. 
Especially see Romans 7, verse 25, and Romans 8, verses 
Romans 7, verse 25,  
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin.
Romans 8, verse 1,  
There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION 
to them which ARE IN CHRIST JESUS, 
who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.
2,  
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath MADE ME FREE from the law of sin and death.
3,  
For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak  through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh:
4,  
That THE RIGHTEOUSNESS of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.
5,  
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; 
but they that are after the spirit the things of the Spirit.
6,  
For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
7,  
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.

In Romans 8, verses 8, through 11,  
Paul identifies our position as, 
belonging to Christ, 
having His spirit, and 
being NOT IN THE FLESH, 
especially in Romans 8, verses 8, 9, and 10.
8,  
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
9,  
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 
IF SO BE that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now IF any man have NOT the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.
10,  
And IF Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.


Lets look at Romans 8, verses 12, through 15. 
Paul tells good news that now, 
we can MORTIFY the deeds of the body, through the Spirit. 
It is through the Spirit living within us, 
and living by the Spirit, 
INSTEAD OF living by our urges, ambitions, or whatever.  
Paul tells us that, 
we can MORTIFY the deeds of the body, 
THROUGH THE SPIRIT, 
especially in Romans 8, verses 13, and 15. 
13,  
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: 
but if ye through the Spirit do 
MORTIFY the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
15,  
For ye have NOT received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the SPIRIT OF ADOPTION, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

So, that is the battleground . 
That's what is happening. 

In our daily life, we have to realize that 
GOD, IN THE INWARD MAN 
will eventually to be victorious over 
SIN, IN MY MEMBERS. 
That is all part of 
trusting God and 
receiving the righteousness of God within us.  
And, it's all part of the unprophesied, revelation of the mystery.

We've gone through a summary of 
this second quarter of Paul's Roman epistle about 
Godly living, and 
our ability to do it. 
It's all by Christ, and by His doing, in us.  
Just as He DID IT ALL when He saved us. 

So, lets pick up here to study Paul's clinchers that prove all of this.


In Romans 8, verses 16, through 25.  
Paul tells of the hope that God gave us of 
a future resolution to the internal struggle of 
SPIRIT over FLESH.  
So, the point is that God gives us a hope.  
There is a future that we will be free from this struggle. 
That future hope is what we talk about when 
we talk about "THE BLESSED HOPE" 
We all yearn for that blessed hope,
	"THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY"
Romans 8, verse 23,  
And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY.

We have summarized up to the last few parts.
Now, here in Romans 8, verses 26, through 30, 
Paul says that the Spirit helps our INFIRMITIES. 
He helps us in these INFIRMITIES, 
this STRUGGLE that we are going through. 
It is a BATTLE.
I call it a STRUGGLE to highlight it. 
But actually, God's power is far stronger than 
any "sin and death" working in us. 
"Sin and death" has already been destroyed.

God did give us a full 
ability, 
enablement and 
equipment 
to overcome this in our lives. 
It's NOT that we will be sinless.  
We are sinners until the redemption of our body, 
As we saw in Romans 7, verses 14, through 20, 
sin is still in our members.  
But the Holy Spirit lives within us, 
as our earnest, 
and our seal. 
Later, in Ephesians 4, verse 23, and 24, 
Paul tells us to 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
24  
And that ye PUT ON THE NEW MAN, 
which after God IS CREATED in righteousness and true holiness.

We did briefly mention some of the equipping 
which Paul teaches that we now have. 
so lets go back, 
and follow through with his teaching 
STARTING in Romans 8, verses 2, 5, 13, and 15. 
Romans 8, verse 2,
...the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
MADE ME FREE from the law of sin and death. 
Romans 8, verse 5,
For they that are AFTER THE FLESH do mind the things of the flesh; 
but they that are AFTER THE SPIRIT the things of the Spirit.
Believers CAN DETERMINE what they are after in this battle.
Romans 8, verse 13,
For if ye LIVE after the flesh, ye shall die: 
but if ye through the Spirit do MORTIFY the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.

Romans 8, verse 15,
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

So we are in his family. 
It's that intimate with God, 
God is enabling, and equipping us 
to be Godly sons. 

Let's look ahead into Romans 8, verses 18, and 21, 
Romans 8, verse 18,
For I RECKON that the sufferings of this present time
That's this struggle, this battle that 
we are talking about in this whole section.  
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which SHALL BE REVEALED in us.
Let us RECKON it also.
Romans 8, verse 21,
Because the creature itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
          (((REVIEW)))
Okay, we see Paul bringing us from 
the questions he started presenting  in Romans 6, verse 1, 
how to walk Godly, when we can't keep the law, 
bringing us from that 
	to the Romans 8, realization that 
God does it all IN US. 
So, let's just SUMMARIZE some of the highlights of 
this second quarter of Paul's epistle to all that be in Rome.,  
We will be hitting the highlights, 
so we can view them, 
as if, we were reading all those 3 chapters 
and seeing the continuity of it.  
Toward the end of this quarter of Romans, 
Paul presents SOME CLINCHERS that 
prove the assertions he has been making 
throughout this second quarter of his epistle to Rome.
So, let's go through some of these summaries, and captions,
to get the full picture and PROGRESSION.

So, let's now get quickly through a brief review,
and then get back to those final steps in 
Paul's presentation of how we now can 
live Godly, in Christ Jesus.  
Here, Paul is getting closer to 
revealing the clincher in 
our equipment for Godly living in 
the preaching of Jesus Christ according to 
the revelation of the mystery.
So, lets review how Paul teaches that Christ accomplishes His will in us.

I will be going through these fairly quickly.
I want us to TRY TO SEE the progression, as we go along here.  
Paul CALLS US to walk godly,
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We must remember 11 things about believers are:
	1. DEAD to sin:
		Romans 6, verse 6,  
Knowing this, that our old man is CRUCIFIED with him, 
that the body of sin might be DESTROYED, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.

2. Being "dead to sin," we can now "RECKON" it to be so.
Romans 6, verse 11,  
Likewise RECKON ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	3. now able to YIELD in obedience to righteousness.:
Romans 6, verse16,  
Know ye not, that 
to whom ye YIELD yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness?

	4. DELIVERED from the Law:
		Romans 7, verse 6,  
But now we are DELIVERED from the law, 
that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the letter.

5. There is a missing summary verse that goes right here in the sequence.
I was not able to get a condensed reading of this step in the sequence.
So, after I read the rest of this sequence of steps, 
I will read the series of verses that does make sense of it.
So, skipping this step for now, we go to:

	6. Our WALK is after the Spirit, NOT after the flesh
Romans 8, verse 1,  
There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who WALK not AFTER THE FLESH, 
but AFTER THE SPIRIT.

7. We are FREE from the law of sin and death.
Romans 8, verse 2,  
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me FREE from the law of sin and death.

	8. We are NOT dehtors to the FLESH:
Romans 8, verse 12,  
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, 
NOT to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

	9. Through the Spirit, you can MORTIFY the deeds of the body:
Romans 8, verse 13,  
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: 
but if ye through the Spirit do 
MORTIFY the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
	
10. The Spirit HELPS our infirmities.
Romans 8, verse 26, 
Likewise the Spirit also HELPETH our infirmities: 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession FOR US 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.

	11. God predestinated us to be CONFORMED to the image of his Son.
Romans 8, verse 29,  
For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
CONFORMED to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Romans 8, verse 30,
Moreover whom he did PREDESTINATE, 
them he also CALLED:
and we see that "calling" in Paul's writings. 
In First Corinthians 1, verse 2.
In Romans 1, verses 6, and 7. 
In Galatians 1, verse 6, and Galatians 5, verses 8, and 13, 
Ephesians 1, verse 18, and Ephesians 4, verses 1, and 4,
Colossian 3, verse 15
First Thessalonians 2, verse 12, and 4, verse 7, and 5, verse 24,
Second Thessalonians 1,verse 11, and 2, verse 14,
First Timothy 6, verse 12,
Second Timothy 1, verse 9
Acts 28:17-20

So, God does call those whom He foreknew.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: 
and whom he called, 
them he also justified:
He justified them because, at the beginning, 
he foreknew that they would believe. 
and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.

Now let's look at that missing series of verses, 
that explain the step after 
	"DELIVERED FROM THE LAW"
and before,
	"OUR WALK IS AFTER THE SPIRIT."

When observing these verses, watch for the opposition that is told about,
	regarding the believers:
-nature from Adam, versus nature from Christ;
-outer man, versus inner man;
-old man, versus new man;
-the law in my members, warring against the law of my mind.

Romans 7, verse 14,  
For we know that the law is spiritual: 
but I am carnal, sold under sin.
15,  
For that which I do, I allow not: 
for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I.
16,  
If then I do that which I would not, 
I consent unto the law that it is good.
17,  
NOW THEN IT IS NO MORE I THAT DO IT, 
BUT SIN THAT DWELLETH IN ME.
18,  
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is good I find not.
19,  
For the good that I would I do not: 
but the evil which I would not, that I do.
20,  
Now if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, 
but sin that dwelleth in me.
21,  
I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, 
EVIL is present with me.
22,  
For I delight in the law of God AFTER THE INWARD MAN:
23,  
But I see another law in MY MEMBERS, 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members.
24,  
O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me FROM THE BODY of this death?
25,  
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin.
Romans 8, verse 1,  
There is THEREFORE (because of that) now no condemnation 
to them which ARE IN Christ Jesus, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.
2,  
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath MADE ME FREE from the law of sin and death.
3,  
For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and FOR SIN, 
condemned sin in the flesh: (sin, itself, is condemned)
4,  
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.

Here are some additional verses from other parts of Paul's writings:

Ephesians 4:22  
That ye PUT OFF concerning the former conversation THE OLD MAN, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;
23  
And BE RENEWED in the SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND;
24  
And that ye PUT ON THE NEW MAN,
 which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Colossians 3:9  
Lie not one to another, 
seeing that YE HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD MAN with his deeds;
10  
And have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge 
after THE IMAGE OF HIM that created him:

Galatians 5:16  
This I say then, WALK IN THE SPIRIT, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
17  
For the FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST the Spirit, 
and the SPIRIT AGAINST the flesh: 
and THESE ARE CONTRARY the one to the other: 
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
18  
But IF YE BE LED OF THE SPIRIT, 
ye are not under the law (that way of operating).

Galatians 5:24  
And they that are Christ's have 
CRUCIFIED THE FLESH with the affections and lusts.
25 
 If we LIVE IN THE SPIRIT, 
let us also WALK IN THE SPIRIT.

Ephesians 3:16  
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit IN THE INNER MAN;

God will have his way 
God's will, will be done. 
God's spirit within us helps with our infirmities. 
He helps us in these STRUGGLES, and BATTLES, 
or INFIRMITIES as it's called here.  

LIFE-WALK BOX
Picture a box, a big, square box, 
with a left and right side, a top and a bottom, 

It represents a person's life.
The lower left corner represents the time at which a person 
believes on Jesus Christ as his savior, 
that he died for his sins.  
So that is the point on that box. 
The lower left of that box is where YOU BELIEVED. 
Now, IF you died right away, as a saved person,
you would go immediately up that left side of the box to the top. 
Let's say that's heaven up there, 
that's your completed life. 

Now, let's look at this verse, further down in Romans 8, verse 29, 
" whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
CONFORMED to the IMAGE of HIS SON."  
So as a believer that has believed that gospel of salvation in 
First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4, 
you are destined, 
you are predestined, 
you are predestinated, 
destined ahead of time, 
to be CONFORMED to the IMAGE of his SON. 

That is the final outcome of your existence, of your life. 
When you get to the top of that left side of the box, 
and time passes, and you are along the top of that box, 
then you are already "conformed to the image of his son," of Christ.  
So, you cannot backslide from that.  
That is your end result.  
You immediately went there because you died as soon as you got saved.  

But what about ANOTHER PERSON 
who gets saved at that lower left corner.
If he gets saved at the lower left corner of the box, 
and he CONTINUES to live, 
and doesn't do anything for God, he doesn't grow, 
he never picks up his Bible. 
And, so time passes, 
and he goes along this bottom side of the box 
UNTIL HE DIES as an old person. 
He was saved, because
he fulfilled all that God required, 
He believed that gospel of salvation which Paul preached. 
So, he will go to heaven. 

He will go right up the right side of that box, 
and he will end up at the SAME PLACE as you.
You had died as soon as you were saved. 
You both end up in the upper right corner too. 

But you came by a different route. 
You both believed Paul's gospel of salvation, but
he came on the bottom, INSTEAD OF on the top of the box. 
But by then, both of you are "CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON." 
It is predestined. 
God makes sure that it happens.  

So, your walk may be along the bottom of that box, 
where the second person was, 
who died an old, and nearly useless life. 
Or, your walk may be along the top line, or near the top of the box. 
Or, you may go a diagonal line of steady growth through that box, 
your lifetime. 
But, your walk is from the STARTING point, to the END point.  
Your walk is from the ORIGIN, to the DESTINATION.
You are guaranteed by God that in the end, 
you will be conformed to the image of his Son. 

So, look at Romans 8, verse 1. 
With that in mind, look at what your walk is, 
and the guaranteed outcome of your walk,  
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk NOT after the flesh, but AFTER THE SPIRIT." 
So, only after that point on the lower left corner of that box, 
only after you get saved at that point, 
do you have BOTH the flesh, and the spirit, 
so that you could go either "after the flesh," or "after the spirit." 

Saved people have this battle, this struggle going on 
that UNsaved people know nothing about. 

So, in your walk in that square box, 
if you move up a little bit, 
you are moving forward toward being "after the spirit." 

Let's say that at some time, you sin. 
So, on that step, you are going "after the flesh" for a while. 
So, as time passes, you come down a little bit, 
and then, you move up a little bit, 
and down, and up. 
In whatever way your walk goes zigzagging through the middle of this box, 
God guaranteed that you are going to end up at the top right corner. 
God said that he predestinated that for believers,
your walk is going to be "AFTER THE SPIRIT," 
whether you take A STEP after the flesh, or not. 
God is determined to CONFORM you to the IMAGE of HIS SON, CHRIST.

We are not in the flesh.  
That is no longer our lot. 
We believers are not in the flesh. 
Everybody starts off in the flesh.  
And we all have flesh. 

But, according to Romans 8,verse 9, a saved person is 
"not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." 

Well, how can you know if the spirit of God dwells in you? 
"If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."
So, the moment you receive Christ as your Savior, 
believing on him to have died the death for your sins, 
YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST IN YOU.  
You are his. 
Romans 8, verse 9, says that "ye are NOT in the flesh, BUT in the spirit."

In a minute, we will see that Paul takes all that we just summarized, 
and by those final verses, 
he draws it together with his ending to this quarter of the epistle, 
which is in verses 31 to 39.  
There, Paul shows our position, and utter security IN CHRIST, 
and the inability for us to ever be separated 
"from the love of God, WHICH IS IN Christ Jesus our Lord."

We will continue to verses 31, 32, and 34. 
31,
What shall we then say to these things? 
IF God be for us, who can be against us?

Who is greater than God, in other words, 
who is there that could possibly 
overcome God's will to save us to himself 
32,
He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?
33,  
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that justifieth.

Since God allowed his son, His precious Son, Christ, to be crucified, 
he will not prevent the good that the cross earned for us.  
He is on our side, WHO can be against us.  
Romans 8, verse 34,
Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession FOR US.
who is he that condemneth?  
Jesus Christ is the judge, the condemner. 

Revelation 19, verse 11, 
 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness HE DOTH JUDGE and make war.

So, since Jesus Christ is the condemner, 
and he already took your condemnation, unto himself, 
who is left to condemn you? 
Who is there that is able to condemn you, 
and to take you out of God's love, 
and out of God salvation? 
Who is going to make you go through God's wrath?  
Jesus Christ already took God's wrath that was toward you.  
It is an accomplished thing already. 

So, remember that Jesus Christ, is the manifestation of God's love.  
He is many things 
He is holy 
He is just 
He is fair. 
He is merciful. 
He is gracious.  

He also has a wrath side to him. 
That is what we were talking about, 
He took God's wrath. 
God poured out his wrath on Jesus, 
instead upon you and me.  
But in the aspect of God's love, 
Jesus Christ is the manifestation of that love 

Can we look at First John 4, verse 9.  
First John 4, verse 9,
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him.
 and read Second Corinthians 8, verse 9,  
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet FOR YOUR SAKES HE BECAME POOR, 
THAT YE THROUGH HIS POVERTY MIGHT BE RICH.

So with that in mind lets look at these last 5 verses in Romans eight.  
This is Romans 8, verses 35, through 39. 
Romans 8, verse 35,  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36,  
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
37,  
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through HIM that loved us.
38,
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come,
Romans 8, verse 39,  
Nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

So that pretty much says it all, I think. 
And, that concludes the second of Paul's three steps 
about HOW TO BE  ESTABLISHED.  

That is the preaching of Jesus Christ 
according to the revelation of the mystery.  
And, there wasn't much that was mentioned today, 
that wasn't mystery 
It was mostly all kept secret 
until it was given to Paul 
to preach to us and 
to read in his epistles.  

So we can rightly divide out those epistles 
written by the apostle of the Gentiles, to all men, 
as being for us. 
We need to rightly divide Paul's epistles, 
from the rest of the Bible that was written to Israel, 
We also need to rightly divide Jesus Christ's 
later, heavenly instructions to all men through Paul, 
from Jesus Christ's 
earlier, earthly instructions only to Israel.

we know in Matthew 15, verse 24, Jesus Christ said, 
Matthew 15, verse 24,
I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
In Galatians 4, verse 4, we also read,
Galatians 4, verse 4,  
But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, 
made under the law,
Also, in John 1, verse 11, that he came to those under the law. 
John 1, verse 11,
He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
and and then in Romans 15 verse eight. we see.  
Romans 15, verse 8,
Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision.  
That is Israel.  
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:
That's not secret. 
if it's a promise, then, 
they are counting on it because God told it to them.  
If he told them, then it is not a secret.  
So the secret was elsewhere.  
The secret was afterwards revealed to Paul. 

Jesus Christ came for a purpose, 
and to fulfill Scripture, 
and to bring in a kingdom, 
but it was rejected. 

That placed Israel out of favor with God. 
In at least two other times in Israel's history, 
when they were placed out of favor with God, 
their timetable stopped. 
The prophecies of how many years till things would occur stopped. 
When they were back in favor with God again, the clock started again, 
and, you can count the years.  
And that is the way it was with the 70 weeks of Daniel, 
in Daniel 9, verses 24, through 27.  
It stopped, when they rejected the kingdom.  
It was up to 69 weeks, and then, 
they rejected their Messiah, 
and lost favor with God soon after that by, 
rejecting Holy Ghost filled Stephen and stoning him. 

Then, God brought in, what he had kept a secret 
called the mystery and introduced it ONLY through Paul to us.  
1 Corinthians 2:6  
	Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: 
	yet not the wisdom of this world, 
	nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
7  
	But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
	even the hidden wisdom, 
	which God ordained before the world unto our glory:
8  
	Which none of the princes of this world knew: 
	for had they known it, 
	they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

That is why we read Romans through Philemon with 
the knowledge that it is pointed to us,
and that what it says is to all people 
without regard to their being descended from Jacob, OR NOT!
THE END

