Paul is shifting gears here.  
As we looked at Romans 16, verses 25, and 26, 
	we saw an outline there that we can use for Paul's epistle to Rome.  
He has finished the second part of the four part outline.  
Here, beginning in the third quarter of the epistle,
	Paul is talking about what happened to Israel.  
He starts the summary and outline by saying, 
	"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to." 
The first three quarters of the epistle are how God stablishes us.  
The fourth quarter is what the stablished life looks like, how we live.  

We talked earlier about Romans 1, verse 15, through Romans 5, verse 11, 
	being about what Paul calls "MY GOSPEL."
According to Galatians 1, verses 11, and 12, 
	it was given to him by Christ revealing it to him. 
It was a gospel that was revealed to him, 
	not reminded to him, 
	or not told to him by any man.  
It was revealed by Jesus Christ.  
So, therefore it did not exist before then, in our realm.  
We did not know about it.  
It was something new. 

Let's go back to Romans 16, verses 25, and 26,
The second quarter that we have just finished studying was, 
	"the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
	according to the revelation of the mystery, 
	which was kept secret since the world began, 
	but now is made manifest."  
And that not only involves the gospel, 
	which it does involve, 
	but he already talked about "My Gospel."  
In the second quarter, Paul goes on to talk about all that goes along with
	this mystery of Jesus Christ's own righteousness, 
	His perfection 
		being credited to our account, 
			when we believe that he died for our sins.

There are 77 different things in that little three-minute clip of 
	"Who Are You-In Christ," 
	and all the different positions that 
	we have by being "in Christ," once we are saved.  
That was what was involved in 
the second quarter of Paul's epistle to Rome.

The third part of Paul's summary and outline, as mentioned here is, 
"BY THE SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith" 


So, Paul talks about prophecy, which always involved Israel.  
He is telling us what happened to Israel, 
	and it does involve Israel's fall.  
He documents it.  
So if you have questions about 
	"why aren't we blessing Israel," 
or, 
	"why is the church here, and not Israel," 
or, 
	"why is NOT the church the body of Christ, also Israel," 
	"why are not we graffed in," 
and all those kind of questions, 
they are answered by Paul himself, 
in these three chapters that are the third quarter of this epistle,
	which we are starting to study today.

This section, this third quarter of how to be established, 
is the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters 
in Paul's epistle to those in Rome.
Then after that, the 12th, through the 14th chapters are about 
what established living looks like.
Then, chapters 15, and 16, are 
saying goodbye, and farewell instructions 

So, getting into where we are, 
let's start a few verses 
before the beginning the chapter 
because it does bear on the chapter, 

Romans 8, verse 38,  and 39,
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come,
39,  
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We saw earlier, in First John 4, verse 9, that 
Jesus Christ is the manifestation of God's love. 
When God sent his only begotten son, Jesus Christ,  
into the world for our sins, that was manifesting God's love. 
Since Jesus Christ is the love of God to us, and
	since we cannot be separated from the love of God, 
then we cannot ever be separated from Jesus Christ.

Next, look at the first in Romans 9, verses 1, to 3.
I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, 
my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,
2.  
That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.
3.  
For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh

Now, as we read, three verses earlier, 
Paul just finished saying that nothing, 
"shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
Then, Paul says, 
"I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ"
It's a wish.  
He's NOT saying "I do cut myself off from Christ."  
He's NOT saying "I am being accursed."  
He IS admitting that, 
it's not possible to be accursed, 
or to be separated from Christ. 
But he has this desire for Israel, 
and its that strong. 
So, in a way, he is confirming that WE CANNOT BE CUT OFF.

Look at Ephesians 4, verse 30. 
Here, Paul talks some about the same thing. 
He says to 
"grieve not the spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption" 
We shouldn't grieve the Holy Spirit, 
and yet we do every day, don't we? 
But we're not cut off every day.  
Why aren't we cut off? 
Because we're SEALED. 
Sealed how long? 
Unto the day of redemption, and 
the redemption of the body is 
that at the catching up, 
or the resurrection for believers. 
So, WE ARE SAFE. 
We are SAVED, and it's all by Gods doing.  
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Let's continue on to Romans 9, verse 4. and 5,
Paul is talking about his desire for Israel. 
He says, 
4,
"Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth 
the adoption, and 
the glory, and 
the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and 
the service of God, and 
the promises;
5,  
Whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen" 
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The book of Romans was written in Acts 20. 
Paul is saying, 
"who ARE Israelites." 
So, he saying that Israel is still in existence. 
Israel has NOT yet been cast away, by the time of Acts 20. 
"who are Israelites." 
"Are" is present tense. 

Also, he says, 
"to whom pertaineth" 
That word "pertaineth" is present tense, not pertained, but pertaineth. 
It pertains to the adoption. 
Israelites, "to whom pertaineth the adoption."
It's present tense.
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So, Israel's little flock of Messiah believers 
was still a valid way to God, 
for those who, at that time, 
chose to believe the gospel of the kingdom,
But, I doubt that anybody did. 
Not too many, if any. 
By that time, It was a rare thing in their diminishing.
Israel, blinded in part, was denying that Jesus was their Messiah, 
	and was embracing the fallen, apostate leadership of Israel. 
Israel was being diminished throughout Acts. 

AFTER they had HEARD Paul's gospel. 
I doubt that anybody believed Peter's kingdom gospel, 
to be saved into the kingdom, 
They would choose Paul's gospel, 
to be saved to heaven immediately, 
without having to endure to the end, 
as Israel did. 
Israel was told that they had to endure to the end, to be saved, at the end. 

At that time they were still in time past. 
According to Ephesians 2, verses 11, and 12. 
11,
" Wherefore remember, that ye 
being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which 
is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
12,  
That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and 
without God in the world: " 
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So, we see that, at that time, they were still in time past. 
Israel was still considered a way to God. 
It was still available. 
They were not yet cast away. 
God was still making a distinction between Israel, 
and the Gentiles, at that point. 
I am speaking of the world in general, around us here, 
but not ever was there a distinction, 
once someone came into the BODY OF CHRIST. 
But, Paul is not talking about the body of Christ here. 
He is talking about Israel, and his hearts burden for Israel.  
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So we will go on to Romans 9, verse 6.  
"Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. 
For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:" 
if we don't take what it is saying, word for word.
it wording can be a little confusing. 
. 
We will get to that in a second. 
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Let's go through the next two verses, Romans 9, verses 7, and 8.  
7,  
"Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, 
are they all children: 
but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.
8,  
That is, They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are NOT the children of God: 
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed." 
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In Romans 9, verse 6, 
the true Israel, 
the believing Israel was within the whole nation of Israel. 
But true Israel only included believing Israel, 
not the majority, apostate Israel. 
That is just what Paul is saying, 
" Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. 
For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel" 
In other words, there is the entire nation of Israel, 
and Paul is saying the seed comes through only a portion of them. 
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And he goes on to define that portion as those who believed. 
Believed what? 
They believed what they had been told up to that time. 
Of course Paul's gospel had been preached by the time that he 
wrote this epistle to Rome in Acts 20.
But it had not been known at the time which Paul is referring to here.
Before they heard Paul's gospel,
	before Christ returned to heaven,
	even before Christ came to earth,
there was apostate Israel, which was most of the nation, 
and there were some that believed in the Messiah. 
They believed the Messiah would come. 
They believed that the kingdom was coming, 
and that the Messiah would bring it. 
They were the true Israel.
Again, Paul said in Romans 9, verse 6, 
" they are not all Israel, which are of Israel"
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Lets move on to Romans 9, verse 7. 
Only Israel is counted as Abraham's seed, 
not the Arabs that descended from Ishmael. 
Paul makes that very clear. 
" Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, 
are they all children: 
but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called"
So, the seedline only passes to Isaac, NOT to Ishmael.

Paul goes on in Romans 9, verse 8, 
" That is, They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are NOT the children of God: 
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed" 
That kind of summarizes both those previous verses, 
summarizing that the seed comes through Isaac, and Israel, 
but not through Ishmael, and the Arabs. 
That also summarizes that it is 
only through the believing portion of Israel, 
NOT through apostate Israel.
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Let's go on to Romans 9, verse 9, 10, and 11.

9, 
For this is the word of promise, 
At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son.
10.  
"And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, 
even by our father Isaac;
11.  
(For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works, 
but of him that CALLETH;)"

Before going further here, 
let's review what the Bible says about the foreknownedge of God.
Please turn to Romans 8, verses 29, and 30.
29.  
For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among MANY brethren.
30.  
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
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That shows a progression that goes on in the life of the believer.
It is all done by God.
You can see in the text that He does each step.
Those who will eventually believe, 
	God predestinates to be conformed to the image of his Son.
Paul goes on to show that in predestinating the FUTURE believer,
	God does the calling of him, then,
	God does the justifying of him, then, 
	God does the glorifying of him.
God does it all.

But, it starts with God knowing, literally ahead of time, 
what each person's choice is going to be.
God gives us freedom to choice to believe him or not,
	and we do choose.
GOD LOOKS down through the millenniums and 
FOREKNOWS what each person chooses.
Those persons who are going to believe the gospel,
	He predestines to eventually be conformed to the image of his Son.
          (((REVIEW)))
God does it all
He sees to it, that it happens, and get accomplished.
It does NOT get done by our effort,
	but, it is by our CHOICE.
It is by our allowing God to do His work in us.
God supplies the energy, 
and the ability, 
and He enables us,
and He equips us by His Holy Spirit,
and He provides His righteousness.
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He is the righteous One. 
It's God's righteousness in us.  
We saw that back in the first and second quarters of Romans. 
It is an integral part of the first and second 
of the three stages of stablishment 
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In Romans 3, verses 21, through 28, we see that 
our salvation is all accomplished by God.  
Its clear that we cannot be good enough. 
We cannot have the righteousness that God requires. 
But God provides the believer with His own righteousness.  
He credits His righteousness to the believers account, 
his own righteousness, His perfection. 
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Before starting again in Romans 9, verse 11, please picture this analogy.
The Bible says that we are saved by the faith of Christ, by Christ's faith.  
And that does not waver, 
even if your faith wavers. 
Once you have made the choice, 
His faith does not waver, and 
He seals you, and
He holds you. 
There is a difference between you trying to hold on to God, 
and God securely holding on to you.  

You can just picture a kid trying to hold on to someone's hand. 
There is a big difference between that, 
and the adult holding on to the child's hand.
The adult in this analogy is Jesus Christ, and 
He does NOT fail, 
He does NOT accidentally let us go,
and He certainly does not purposely let us go. 
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We started this chapter by reading that we cannot be separated.  
It is not able for anything to separate us. 
It is impossible to be separated from the love of God, 
which is IN Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Let's start in Romans 9, verses 11 again, 
" (For the children being NOT yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of God according to election might stand, 
NOT of works, 
but of him that calleth:)"
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So, here is a distinction between works, and the calling of God.
Let's continue reading in Romans 9, verses 12, and 13.
12.  
It was said unto her, 
The elder shall serve the younger.
13.  
As it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated." 

Let's look where God said this, back in Genesis 25, verse 23. 
23.
" And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, 
and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; 
and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; 
and the elder shall serve the younger" 
Now that was unusual back then.  
The firstborn got all the rights, and privileges. 
But here, we read that, 
"the elder shall serve the younger" 

God foreknew the choices that each twin would later make in their lives. 
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Look 3 chapters later in Genesis 28 verses 1, 8, and 9. 
1. 
"And Isaac called Jacob, 
and blessed him, 
and charged him, 
and said unto him, 
Thou shalt NOT take a wife of the daughters of Canaan;"

That was Isaac's charge to his son.
Then, we read in Genesis 28, verses 8, and 9.
8.  
And Esau seeing that 
the daughters of Canaan pleased NOT Isaac his father;
9.  
Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and 
took unto the wives which he had 
Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, 
the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.
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So, Esau went on to mingle with the Arabs, with Ishmaelites, 
which was intermarrying, 
which was not permitted by Isaac.

In Romans 9, verses 6, through 21,
God's choice in this, relates to two people. 
God chose that the elder, shall serve the younger. 

By reading and believing the words of God 
on the pages of the Bible, 
we can be assured that 
it does not apply to ALL people. 
There are certain groups, such as Calvinists, 
that try to claim that that it applies ALL people. 
They claim that God chooses ahead of time, 
whether you are going to be saved or not. 

An honest reading of the verses shows that 
the Bible is not saying this about "salvation", or "being saved."
 
Likewise, it says nothing about "all people." 
These verses are only talking about 2 people. 
God does NOT choose people to go to heaven, 
and choose people to go to hell. 
God foreknows who will choose to believe, 
and who will choose NOT to believe. 

So, there is a big difference.  
HE GIVES US THE CHOICE. 
He sees ahead of time what we are going to believe though. 
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We can go on now to Romans 9, verses 14, 15, and 16. 
14  
What shall we say then? 
Is there UNrighteousness with God? 
God forbid.
15  
For he saith to Moses, 
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
16  
So then it is NOT of him that willeth, 
NOR of him that runneth, 
but of God that sheweth mercy

Now, let's look ahead 2 chapters to Romans 11, verse 32.  
Remember who it is, on whom God has mercy. 
This section will show us. 
32  
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all.
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So, when Romans 9, verse 16, says, 
So then it is NOT of him that willeth, 
NOR of him that runneth, 
but of God that sheweth mercy.

Romans 9, verse 15, God says to Moses, 
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.

We are all concluded in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon ALL 
Thankfully, this righteousness of God is available UNTO all people, 
yet, according to Romans 3, verse 22, 
it is only UPON those who believe. 


Romans 9, verses 17, and 18, 
17,  
For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, 
that I might shew my power in thee, 
and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.
18,  
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.

So, it does say that he does hardened some. 
But, remember that God has foreknowledge of 
what our choices are going to be. 

Let us examine what actually happened here.
It mentions Pharaoh. 
What happened in his case. 
Look in Exodus 5, starting in verse 2, and 4.
and will jump through a few verses here to see 
some highlights of what actually happened. 
2,
And Pharaoh said, 
Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? 
I know NOT the LORD, 
NEITHER will I let Israel go.
4, 
And the king of Egypt said unto them, 
Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works?
get you unto your burdens.

so he was getting hard on them.  
He didn't want Moses to give the people ideas that they could leave.
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Exodus 5, verses 6, and 7.
6, 
And Pharaoh commanded the same day 
the taskmasters of the people, 
and their officers, saying,
7,  
Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: 
let them go and gather straw for themselves.

So, Pharaoh put additional tasks on them.  
Pharaoh was hardening his heart, 
and making it harder on children of Israel. 
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Exodus 5, verses 8, 9, and 10.
8,
And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, 
ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: 
for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, 
Let us go and sacrifice to our God

So, they were slaves by then.  
They were wanting to go, and sacrifice to God. 

But, Pharaoh said, 
"No! If you have time to go sacrifice,
just make more bricks, and do the good job of collecting the straw too. 
He made it harder on them. 
Pharaoh hardened his heart. 
9,
Let there more work be laid upon the men, 
that they may labour therein; 
and let them not regard vain words.

10, 
And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, 
and they spake to the people, saying, 
Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.

Lets jump to Exodus 5, verse 18 
Go therefore now, and work; 
for there shall no straw be given you, 
yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.
In other words, deliver the same amount. 
So, we can see a pattern here on Pharaoh's part, 
NOT at all yielding to God's will. 

NEXT, let's look down in Exodus 7 verses 13 and 14. 
to see when God hardened Pharaoh's heart.
13, 
And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
that he hearkened not unto them; 
as the LORD had said.
14,  
And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Pharaoh's heart is hardened, 
he refuseth to let the people go.

So, Pharaoh hardened his heart against God.  
And then later, God hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
After Pharaoh had chosen his course of action,  
God chose to harden him in that. 
After that point, Pharaoh could not turn around. 

It is similar to Second Thessalonians 2, verses 9, through 12,  
Where those that rejected the gospel of grace, 
missed the rapture, and 
then in the tribulation, God sends them strong delusion, 
so they do NOT any longer have the choice of believing in God. 
They are condemned at that point, but they are still alive. 
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Let's go on now, with Romans 9, verses 19, through 21. 
19,
Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? 
For who hath resisted his will?

In other words, who could resist, if God choose them? 
But, he chose them, according to his FOREKNOWLEDGE.  
20,
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? 
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, 
Why hast thou made me thus?
21,
Hath not the potter power over the clay, 
of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour?

Here, in Romans 9, verse 22, Paul begins teaching about 
	"'vessels' of wrath" (plural), and "'vessels' of mercy" (plural),
instead of "'one vessel' unto honour", 
and "'another' unto dishonour," which he was 
talking about in Romans 9, verses 6, through 21
DO YOU SEE THE SHIFT IN OBJECTS THERE?
Don't miss it, or you might confuse what God says about Jacob, and Esau,
	with what God says about His foreknowing and fitting of 
believers and non-believers, starting here in 
Romans 9, verse 22.
22,  
What if God, willing to shew his wrath, 
God is showing His grace, and His love NOW. 
But there will come a time when He will show wrath.
What if God, willing to shew his wrath, 
and to make his power known, 
endured with much longsuffering 
the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:
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I believe those "vessels of wrath, fitted to destruction" are
	all those whom God foreknows will 
NOT believe the gospel of salvation.

I believe those "vessels of wrath, fitted to destruction" INCLUDES 
those that missed the catching up of the body of Christ. 
They are in the future from when he is writing, and from now. 
I believe He is revealing something here, 
that was not revealed before Paul.
They would then be in the tribulation, 
in the wrath of Revelation 6, verse 17. 
17,  
For the great day of his wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand?
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They become "fitted for destruction" NOT upon creation, 
	but upon God's foreknowing their choice 
to NOT believe the gospel of salvation.
I believe they become vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, 
as told in Second Thessalonians 2 
This is the passage that I was talking about. 

Let's look at Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7, 8. 
7,  
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way.

I believe that is talking about 
the church, the body of Christ, 
still here on earth now, 
until he (the body of Christ) is taken away 

The word "letteth" means restraineth.  
He that now letteth, or restrains, 
will let, or restrain, 
until he be taken away 

35:04

8,  
And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
9,  
Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders,
Today, signs and lying wonders speak for themselves.
10,  
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received NOT the LOVE OF THE TRUTH, 
that they might be SAVED.
they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved
11,  
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie:
12,  
That they all might be damned who believed not
past tense "BELIEVED"
That they all might be damned 
who believed not the TRUTH, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
and sometimes that unrighteousness is 
religious unrighteousness, RELIGION! 
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So, those vessels, fitted for destruction, had their choice in it too. 
They chose not to believe the TRUTH, when it was available to them.  
And afterwards, they were sent strong delusion, 
that they would believe THE LIE. 
          (((REVIEW)))
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Let's go back to Romans 9, verses 23, through 24, 
23,  
And that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory,
The vessels of mercy includes those that 
in Romans 8, verse 29, 
God foreknows will believe the gospel of salvation.
They are the ones whom God brings through that progression
	of predestinating them to be conformed to the image of His Son.
God foreknows their choice,
then He predestinates them,
	then He calls them, 
	then He justifies them,
	then He glorifies them, 
		as it says in Romans 9, verse 23,
And that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory,
24,  
Even us, whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles?

Remember that, in this section, 
Paul is still talking to Rome, about Israel, 
and how Israel fits into the SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS.
By the time that Paul writes this epistle to Rome,
Israel had rejected their Messiah, 
and blasphemed the Holy Ghost,
	which was their unforgiveable sin.
Paul is saying that although the body of Christ, 
received a different call than Israel's call,
they both were CALLED.
24,  
Even us, whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles?
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Regarding Romans 9, verse 24,
	Israel was called of God to BELIEVE that	
Jesus is the resurrected Messiah, the Son of God.
Some of Israel that was called by God, 
accepted God's call to believe.
The little flock of Israel, the Israel of God, 
ARE those descendants of Jacob, 
AND Israel blessing Gentiles,
that had accepted God's CALL to BELIEVE that
		Jesus is the resurrected Messiah, the Son of God.

In Romans 11, verse 7, "The rest," 
that were blinded, were those descendants of Jacob, 
which in Romans 9, verse 31, 
" which followed after the law of righteousness,"
and 
	" hath not attained to the law of righteousness"
BECAUSE in Romans 9, verse 32, and 33,
32,
"Because they sought it NOT BY FAITH, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;
33,  
As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

As you know, from reading Acts chapters 7, 8, and 9, 
Saul of Tarsus had NOT accepted God's call to 
believe that Jesus is the resurrected Messiah of Israel.  
Saul was NOT part of the little flock of believing Israel.  
But Saul was part of that entire nation of Israel 
containing believers and UNbelievers 
who God CALLED TO BELIEVE.  

Here in Romans 9, verse 24, Saul was part of the "EVEN US" that 
was called of God to believe.  
Some believed, and some did NOT believe.
Those who did NOT believe, became fitted for destruction, 
and so they were hardened as in Acts 28, verses 25, through 28,
the Loammi, casting away of Israel.
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Look in another place, 
in Hosea 1, verse 9, he is actually saying that, 
in the future from when it was prophesied, 
there would come a time when Israel would be called, 
NOT GOD'S PEOPLE. 
Then said God, 
Call his name Loammi: for YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, 
and I WILL NOT BE YOUR GOD.

That is Israel's current situation. 
It is saying that, they are no longer considered Israel. 
They are now considered Gentiles, 

Hosea 2, verse 23 prophesied that, LATER in Israel's history, 
And I will sow her unto me in the earth; 
and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; 
and I will say to them which were NOT MY PEOPLE, 
Thou ART MY PEOPLE; 
and they shall say, 
THOU ART MY GOD.

Then, see what Paul reports about it in,
Romans 9, verse 25, 
As he saith also in Osee,
 I will call them MY PEOPLE, which WERE NOT MY PEOPLE; 
and her beloved, which was not beloved.

That is talking about the time, after they were cast away, 
after this present time now, that we are in 
when they will be regathered. 
They are NOT HIS PEOPLE, at this time now, 
but God will, in the future, call them, "MY PEOPLE." 
That will be after the catching up to heaven of us, the body of Christ,  
when Israel will again be in God's forefront of action, 
the way He will be working with people, in the world, at that time.  

Going on now, as Romans 9, verse 25, matched Hosea 2, verse 23, 
so also Romans 9, verse 26, matches Hosea 1, verse 10.

And it says in Hosea 1, verse 10,
Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; 
and it shall come to pass, that 
in the place where it was said unto them, 
Ye are not my people, 
there it shall be said unto them, 
Ye are the sons of the living God.

And Paul says in Romans 9, verse 26,  
And it shall come to pass, that 
in the place where it was said unto them, 
YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE; 
there shall they be called the CHILDREN OF THE LIVING GOD.
Hosea is a good little book, with a line of Israel's future events in it. 
Hosea is prophecy, 
it is what has been told about God's plan.
What had NOT BEEN TOLD about God's plan, 
was revealed by Christ, 
but it was revealed much later, 
and it was NOT revealed by Christ when He walked the earth.
It was only revealed by Christ, 
AFTER His crucifixion, 
resurrection, 
appearances, and 
ascension. 
It was only revealed by Christ, THROUGH PAUL.
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So it is after Israel's casting away, they will be regathered. 
and as we continue in this study, 
we will find the place where they are cast away. 
The time that they were cast away is documented in the Bible.  

You can follow the sequence of events in prophecy, 
that have not yet happened, 
to find Israel's REGATHERING, in PROPHECY. 
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Let us go on to Romans 9, verse 27, 
Paul quotes Esaias (Isaiah) about Israel, saying, 
Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, 
Though the number of the children of Israel be 
as the sand of the sea, 
a REMNANT shall be saved:

I do not mean to offend anybody about 
the difference between Israel, and the body of Christ. 
Please stick with us, and try to ignore any PRECONCEPTIONS that
you find you may have, about Israel, and the body of Christ, 
until we see what the SCRIPTURE ACTUALLY SAYS. 

I know that for a long time, I had a wrong preconception about it, 
and I had to consider the Scriptures without that preconception, 
before I was able to see what the Bible truth is, 
which is presented in the Scriptures. 
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Let's read from the middle of Romans 9, verse 27, 
Though the number of the children of Israel 
be as the sand of the sea, 
a REMNANT shall be saved:
So there Paul is saying that, in the future, 
there will be a large part of the nation, 
the physical descendents of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob 
will be Israel. 
But, only a small part of them, a remnant, will be THE ISRAEL OF GOD, 
that part of Israel that believes God. 

Romans 9, verse 28, and 29, says,
28,
For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 
(see Isaiah 28, verses 21, and 22)
29,  
And as Esaias said before, 
Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, 
we had been as Sodoma, 
and been made like unto Gomorrha.

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, weren't they? 

In Romans 9, verse 27, through 29,
we see the remnant of prophetic Israel, the few that believe. 
They are there, believing the gospel of the kingdom, 
that was given to them throughout the years, 
starting with Exodus 19, verses 5, through 8. 
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Now, let's look ahead to the last part of this third stablisher. 
Here we see in Romans 9, verses 30, to 33. 
Paul BEGINS COMPARING those Greek Gentiles that were 
gathering to Israel, in the synagogues. 
When they heard Paul preach His gospel, the gospel of Christ, 
they believed it and became part of the body of Christ, and 
Paul BEGINS COMPARING them to Israel. 
Romans 9, verse 31,
"Israel...hath NOT attained to the law of righteousness."

47:12

Before we go to these verses in Romans 9, verse 30, 
let's look to see what Paul was preaching in the synagogues, 
in Acts 13, verses 38, and 39, 
38,  
Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man

That is speaking of Jesus. 
It just described Him in length, 
and his death, burial, and resurrection.  He says, 

	through this man is preached unto you the FORGIVENESS of sins:

Paul preached not just remittance of sins, 
until a future time when Christ returns. 
But, he is now preaching about NOW,
FORGIVENESS of sins at the time you believe. 

39,  
And by him ALL that believe ARE justified from ALL things, 
That is present tense. 
ARE justified from ALL things
Not just ALL PAST things, but from ALL things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

There is the comparison, 2 ways to be justified, 
39,
And by him all that believe ARE JUSTIFIED from all things, 
from which ye COULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED by the law of Moses.

Before Christ's revelation to Paul,
the law of Moses was all that was available. 

And now, we will close with those last four verses, 
Romans 9, verses 30, through 33. 
30,
What shall we say then? 
That the Gentiles, which followed NOT after righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith.

Remember that Paul is beyond talking only about Israel. 
He is now comparing 
those of us that received the righteousness of God by faith, 
as Paul describes in Romans 3, verses 21, and 22, 
and Paul is comparing us, with Israel. 

What shall we say then? 
That the Gentiles, which followed NOT after righteousness.
That would be in "time past." 
have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith 
31,
But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness
or doing works of the law of righteousness, they
hath NOT attained to the law of righteousness.
In other words, no matter how closely you try to 
follow all those rules in the Mosaic Law, you cannot do it. 
You do not attained to the law of righteousness. 
You fail every time. 
32, 
Wherefore? Because they sought it NOT by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone 
33,
As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed

So, that stumblingstone is somebody to be believed. 
It is Jesus Christ. 
And, that was when Israel stumbled, when the crucified their Messiah, 
That is pretty much, Israel in past tense, in "time past". 
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Next, we get to chapter 10, the middle of the three chapters, 
in this third section of the 3 stablishers. 
We see Paul talking about Israel, at that time, at the time he wrote. 

Then in chapter 11, we see more about how Israel was 
cut off, 
diminished, and then 
cast away, 
and being restored, in their future.

Actually, their future, and hope, right now is in their coming to Christ, 
AS we all do, through the gospel of Christ, 
the gospel presented by Paul, 
which had been revealed to Paul, 
the gospel by which he was saved, on the road to Damascus, 
and that he presented to us 
in First Corinthians 15 verses 1, through 4. 

1, and 2,  
Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
WHICH I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
By which also YE ARE SAVED,
So, he is telling them how to be saved by this gospel, 
What do these verses say to DO, OR BELIEVE in order to be saved.
So, when a person is learning and considering 
whether, or not to be saved,
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
So, do not believe in vain by changing what Paul preached. 
Do not mix what Paul preached with 
another gospel that Peter, and others, preached only to Israel.
Throughout his the 13 epistles, Paul preached that you are saved by 
God's grace, through faith, NOT of works. 
A person first hears the word of truth, the gospel of their salvation, 
and then trusts in Christ to save them as He said He would, 
and He is then, immediately sealed with that Holy Spirit.
3,
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received
Paul is telling how he received Christ. 
It has nothing to do with what you eat, or drink, whether a wafer, or wine.
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
4,  
And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.

So, that is God's word on how to be saved, IN WRITING. 
BELIEVE THAT CHRIST DIED FOR YOUR SINS, 
AND ROSE AGAIN FOR YOUR JUSTIFICATION.  
AMEN! 
Its that simple. 
When you add something to it ye pollute it.

Romans 4, verse 5, says 
...to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the UNGODLY, 
his faith is counted for righteousness. 

So that rules out mixing in, any of your works, to be saved.
THE END
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