Follow-Up to "Two Sendings" Question:

"Acts chapter 14 covered about 11 years and it ends with Luke saying this....Act 14:27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles."

Paul's First Missionary Journey (Acts 13 and 14) covered about 11 years. Let's look BACK and see.

Where did Paul go? What did he preach and to whom did he preach it?

Also look at who CAME TO Paul and where he was when they were seeking him out.

All we have is Luke's historical account. The key here is to look at only what is DEFINITIVE in this account. No supposition and no reading into scripture. 

For example it takes a whole lot of conjecture to be fully convinced that Paul preached the salvation message to Sergius Paulus. He was found to be in the company of a Jewish sorcerer and "desired to hear the word of God". Paul supernaturally blinded the sorcerer and as a result Sergius was astonished at the "doctrine of the Lord" and believed. 

He believed what? No supposition and no reading into scripture.

In Antioch of Pisidia Paul is in a synagogue where Paul preaches both the foundational gospel of God and also the gospel of Christ the power of God unto salvation to both Jews AND to gentiles who were IN THE SYNAGOGUE. What kind of gentile would be in a synagogue on the Sabbath?

Paul went to the synagogue. Paul WENT to where he was SENT. Paul WENT to the Jew first and also to the Greek (gentiles who were blessed under the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12). I would encourage everyone to get a good solid understanding of this covenant. It is important.

Paul first preached the gospel of God there in the synagogue to both Jews and these gentiles who were "nigh" unto God. Paul then preached the gospel of Christ, the salvation message. Some believed and some did not. 

The gentiles who believed asked if Paul would preach "these words to them the next Sabbath". Notice the Jewish context. They did not ask for the following day or sometime during the week down at the local gentile hall. They stayed within the confines of the Jewish framework; at the synagogue on the Sabbath. "And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God."

They CAME TO him. They came to the synagogue on the Sabbath to hear him preach. These were gentiles. Those gentiles who were in the synagogue when Paul first preached (who knew about the Law of Moses) went home and told their goyim (dirty dog gentile) friends what they had heard Paul preach. They CAME TO Paul, he did not GO TO them. 

When those gentiles came to the synagogue to hear Paul preach they became blessed under the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12. They were blessed to hear Paul preach the gospel of salvation. 

When the unbelieving Jews saw this, they "spake against those things which were spoken by Paul". Keep this in mind. They had a problem with the message. They did not have a problem with the audience. This is part of the pattern. 

Paul explains to the unbelieving Jews why "the word of God should first have been spoken to you" and he quotes Isaiah 42:6,7 to explain why he was SENT to gentiles. But not just any old gentile as some would argue.

Without going through the entire narrative to explain what happened (something I encourage all to do yourselves) Paul moves on to Iconium and the pattern repeats. If Paul was sent to ALL gentiles why would he go directly to the synagogue on his very next stop?

Acts 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

Whenever we have specifics in the account of Paul's First Journey this is always the pattern. Paul goes to where the Jews were and there he also finds gentiles. Whenever the account is less specific, one needs conjecture and speculation to come to the conclusion that Paul deviated from his established pattern.

Paul's pattern was not based upon a whim. Paul just didn't "take it upon himself" to go to the Jews first and also the Greeks (gentiles under the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12).

In Luke's account of Paul's first recorded sermon in Antioch of Pisidia, Luke goes into great detail about the message as well as all the specific circumstances. After this we get fewer details. But Luke has established the pattern for us in this first recorded sermon. To say Paul broke this pattern, takes an awful lot of speculation. 

Back in the account of Antioch of Pisidia an important part of that pattern is established, "the word of the Lord was published throughout the region". All of these believers (Jews and Gentiles) went out and preached the salvation message to anyone and everyone. 

Another part of the pattern established is the unbelieving Jews stirred up trouble, not because of Paul's audience, but because of the message. 

It was the message they had a problem with, not the audience.

Now when Paul get's to Jerusalem many years later in Acts 22 something has changed. This was not his first trip back either. This time when Paul tells them (in the Hebrew tongue) that he is going "FAR HENCE unto the gentiles" they go berserk. 

This time it's not the message they have a problem with, it's the audience. Paul is telling them he is taking the message directly to GOYIM in the Hebrew tongue (gentiles who are not under the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12).

And that is exactly what he does in the biblical historical account. It all fits perfectly. No more to the Jews first and also to the Greek. The biblical historical account matches. Paul deviates from the pattern. This is the "Second Sending". 

"Far hence" has nothing to do with geography. It had everything to do with the condition of the gentiles in relation to the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12. If you want to understand this get a clear picture of that covenant. I mentioned it several times. 

Now go through all of Paul's Second and Third Missionary Journeys and see if the pattern holds. Pay attention to the account of Paul in Athens and particularly with those philosopher's on Mars' Hill. Does the pattern hold there?

What does Paul preach to THESE particular gentiles who are NOT under any covenant?

These are "far hence" goyim gentiles. I see Paul preaching the gospel of God only. I do not see him preaching the salvation message. Maybe he did. But it is not in Luke's account. So, as with everything, it would take a whole lot of supposition to say that he did. 

Paul went to where he was sent and preached only what he was sent to preach. 

Many times I have asked for DEFINITIVE biblical proof that Paul deviated from this pattern. I'm still waiting. There is always much conjecture involved. 

On the flip side. There are numerous examples that show this pattern was followed all the way up to Paul's arrest in Acts 22.

Putting all this together, it all fits.

