FOLLOW PAUL OR FOLLOW JESUS

Matthew 1:1 through Acts 9:2 is a CONTINUATION of the Old Testament prophecies and promises made only to Israel. On the judgment day (Romans 2:16), it will be obvious that it was futile and vain to try to make yourself a member of Israel, to try to gain salvation. According to Matthew 12:32, Israel has already fallen from God’s favor in Acts 7:57. That is confirmed by the fact that the events of Daniel’s 70 weeks (of years) prophecy was fulfilled through the 69th week. But the events of the 70th week have not yet occurred. There was a gap in Israel’s history due to Israel’s fall by speaking out against the Holy Ghost in disbelief and rejection of the name and identity of their Saviour (Jesus), and their Messiah (Christ). That can be seen in Matthew 12:32, John 20:31, Acts 8:12, First John 3:23, all applying only to Israel.

Look at Paul’s assessment of Israel following the Acts 7 time period.

Romans 2:16  In the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel.
Romans 2:17  Behold, thou art called a Jew, 
and restest in the law, 
and makest thy boast of God,

Romans 2:23  Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?
Romans 2:24  For the name of God 
is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, 
as it is written.
Romans 2:25  For circumcision verily profiteth, 
if thou keep the law: 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, 
thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.

The perfect righteousness needed under God’s dispensing of salvation instructions TO ISRAEL is obviously not the answer and the way to trust your eternity to, today, because it is unattainable. For that to even apply to you, you would have had to trust Israel’s covenants and promises BEFORE ISRAEL FELL in Acts 7:57. Israel is declared (1) by Jesus, and (2) by Peter, and (3) by Paul to NOT BE THE WAY of salvation today. Let me repeat that. Jesus, Peter, and Paul all declared that Israel is NOT THE WAY of salvation today.

(1 .) Firstly, lets consider what Jesus said about salvation instructions. It was Jesus that SENT OUT Paul to dispense our (your) salvation instructions:  

Acts 22:21  “And he said unto me, 
Depart: for I WILL SEND thee FAR hence unto the Gentiles.”

Jesus also declared in John 13:20, that you are not receiving Jesus or the Father if you do not receive Paul whom JESUS SENT OUT.

John 13:20  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that receiveth whomsoever I send  (Acts 22:21) 
receiveth me; 
and he that receiveth me 
receiveth him that sent me.”

(2 .) Peter, late in his inspired writings, declared that there is a “PRESENT TRUTH” in contrast to the PAST TRUTH that he was reminding his diminishing Jewish audience about in his second epistle. 

2 Peter 1:12  “Wherefore I will not be negligent 
to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, 
and be ESTABLISHED in THE PRESENT TRUTH.”

Peter distinguished between the PAST TRUTH that those Jews had already received, and the PRESENT TRUTH that he would refer to later in that second epistle of his. Peter went on later in his reminder epistle to declare that Paul’s present truth epistles are scripture to be believed now.

2 Peter 3:15-16  “And account that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; 
even as our beloved brother Paul also 
according to THE WISDOM GIVEN UNTO HIM 
HATH WRITTEN UNTO YOU;
as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; 
in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, 
as they do also THE OTHER SCRIPTURES, 
unto their own destruction.”

(3 .) Paul, inspired of God, wrote more than anyone of the post-Old Testament scriptures. God inspired Paul to write:

1 Corinthians 11:1  “Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ.”

How did inspired Paul say that we are to be a follower of Christ? We are to be followers of Christ in the way that Paul followed Christ. So Paul wrote “be ye followers of me” (Paul).

1 Timothy 1:15-16  “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I am chief.
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might 
shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which 
should HEREAFTER BELIEVE ON HIM TO LIFE EVERLASTING.”

God put his explanation point on what Paul said by sending body of Christ prophets, different from Israel’s prophets. Those body of Christ prophets were given a specific job description in:

1 Corinthians 14:36-38  “What? 
came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only?
If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
LET HIM ACKNOWLEDGE that 
the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.
But if any man be ignorant, 
let him be ignorant.”

If you are not receiving Paul and his dispensing of God’s present salvation instructions, then according to John 13:20, you are NOT RECEIVING Jesus Christ. Don’t ignore the one that God SENT OUT to you, Paul.

1 Timothy 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the commandment of God our Saviour, 
and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;
2 Timothy 1:1 Paul, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,
Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office:
Romans 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ 
to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

I strongly urge you to look up for yourself, God’s current salvation instructions, sent out through our apostle of the Gentiles, Paul, in your own holy King James Bible.  Do not trust me or anyone else to print it out accurately for you.  Your eternity is at stake. Read and believe it for yourself in your own King James Bible. In case your own King James Bible is at a remote location right now, I will post here some of Paul’s salvation verses for you to check later in your own King James Bible so that your faith will be in God Himself through His Holy Bible, and not in me for telling you about it.

1 Corinthians 15:1  ¶Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also YE HAVE RECEIVED, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2  By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I ALSO RECEIVED, HOW THAT 
CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS according to the scriptures;
1 Corinthians 15:4  And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:

Romans 3:19  ¶Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.
Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:21  But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Romans 3:22  Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and 
upon all them that believe: 
for there is no difference:
Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God;
Romans 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Romans 3:25  Whom God hath set forth 
to be A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, 
to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God;
Romans 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time 
his righteousness: 
that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Romans 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. 
By what law? 
of works? Nay: 
but by the law of faith.
Romans 3:28  Therefore we conclude that 
A MAN IS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH 
without the deeds of the law.
Romans 3:29  Is he the God of the Jews only? 
is he not also of the Gentiles? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also:
Romans 3:30  Seeing it is one God, 
which shall justify the circumcision by faith, 
and uncircumcision through faith.

Romans 4:19  And being not weak in faith, 
he considered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:
Romans 4:20  He staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
Romans 4:21  And being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also to perform.
Romans 4:22  And therefore 
it was imputed to him for righteousness.
Romans 4:23  ¶Now it was not written for his sake alone, 
that it was imputed to him;
Romans 4:24  But for us also, to whom IT SHALL BE IMPUTED, 
IF WE BELIEVE ON HIM that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead;
Romans 4:25  Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification.

Ephesians 1:7  In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace;
Ephesians 1:8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence;
Ephesians 1:9  Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself:
Ephesians 1:10  That in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him:
Ephesians 1:11  In whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
Ephesians 1:12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ.
Ephesians 1:13  IN WHOM YE ALSO TRUSTED, 
AFTER THAT YE HEARD THE WORD OF TRUTH, 
THE GOSPEL OF YOUR SALVATION: 
IN WHOM ALSO AFTER THAT YE BELIEVED, 
YE WERE SEALED WITH THAT HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE,
Ephesians 1:14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 2:4  ¶But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Ephesians 2:5  Even when we were dead in sins, 
HATH QUICKENED US together with Christ, 
(by grace YE ARE SAVED;)
Ephesians 2:6  And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
Ephesians 2:7  That in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:8  For BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Ephesians 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:11  ¶Wherefore remember, 
that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision 
by that which is called the Circumcision 
in the flesh made by hands;
Ephesians 2:12  That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world:
Ephesians 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.
1 Timothy 1:16  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter 
BELIEVE ON HIM TO LIFE EVERLASTING.

1 Corinthians 15:1  ¶Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also YE HAVE RECEIVED, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2  By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I ALSO RECEIVED, HOW THAT 
CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS according to the scriptures;
1 Corinthians 15:4  And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:

