
"Who Were The Greeks". 

It helps if one determines to believe the King James Bible without any changes or corrections being made to it. Believe the words on the page, as written, to the audience that it was written, at the time it was written 

(2nd Cor.4:2, and 2nd Tim.2:15). 
But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; 
but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience 
in the sight of God.

Believe the Bible more than what has been heard from man 

First Corinthians 4:6. 
And these things, brethren, 
I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; 
that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, 
that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.

The converted Jews in the Acts 15 meeting of the church of God in Jerusalem, mentioned some events involving Gentiles and Peter's visit to one of them, Cornelius. Misunderstandings about that meeting, and its report, often become evident. Those misunderstandings lead people to wrong conclusions about when which gospel was preached by which apostle to which people groups. 

One way to clear up the misunderstandings is to study to find what the King James Bible means by the word "Greek". You can read about Greeks in several places that help to define the meaning of the word "Greek". 
First Corinthians 1:22-24, Mark 7:24-30, compared with Matthew 15:21-28, also Acts 13:16,26,46, Genesis 12:1-3, and Acts 14:1-4.

If you are still not seeing the various gospels in the Bible and the distinctions separating them, I do not plan to cover that in this study. I refer you to Jim Brackin's article, "Which Gospel" at http://www.trustingthelord.com/TextFiles/Which_Gospel_Preached.html  .

If you are still trying to follow a pattern you think you see with Cornelius, I do not plan to cover that in that in this study. I refer you to Jim Brackin's article "Not Your Pattern" at http://www.trustingthelord.com/TextFiles/Cornelius.html .  

We are trying to make it clear who the people groups are in the Acts 15 meeting, and thereby straighten out misunderstandings about who is teaching what doctrines in the statements in Acts 15. 

Acts 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, 
even as they.

Misconscrued!  We will study this.

Greeks are singled out from Jews as being a part of a different people group than Jews. Greeks are not Jews, then they are Gentiles. But, Greeks are a specific condition of Gentiles. All Greeks are Gentiles, but NOT all Gentiles are Greeks. In Romans 10:12, we see that at the time that Romans was written, in Acts 20, God doctrinally lumps Greeks together with the Jews. 

"For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him." 

Israel were the people that were to believe on the NAME of the Lord, Christ's prophetic identity. Today, the gospel is to entrust your salvation to Christ on the basis of Christ having died for your sins. When we read about people calling upon the Lord, remember to connect that with Romans 10:14-15. 

Romans 10:14, 
"How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher?"
Romans 10:15, "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? 

That is one reason why we emphasis Christ's "SENDINGS" of Paul.

"as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have PEACE with God.
and bring glad tidings of good things!"

Who was Paul SENT to with the gospel of Christ, by the time of Romans 10:12-15? Paul was NOT sent to all men until some time after his Jerusalem temple vision. After Paul's Jerusalem temple vision, it was later reported about in Acts 22:17-21. However, it had occurred earlier than Acts 22:17, most probably in Paul's most brief Jerusalem visit in Acts 18:22. Look at what Christ told Paul in that Jerusalem temple vision:

Acts 22:18, "And saw him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: 
for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me."
Acts 22:21, "And he said unto me, 
Depart: for I WILL send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles."

At the end of Paul's life, he describes to whom it was that that later sending applied, who he was sent to after that. 

2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; 
that by me the preaching might be fully known, 
and THAT ALL THE GENTILES MIGHT HEAR: 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 
(Acts 26:16-17, Psalms 22:13-21, Jeremiah 4:7, 50:17,44, Daniel 6:27, 
1st Peter 5:8)

But, BEFORE that Jerusalem temple vision and Christ's promise to later send Paul to all men, before that, Paul had been acting on Christ's earlier sending of him, of which Paul was NOT disobedient. Christ's earlier sending of Paul can be found in Acts 13, verses 2, and 4, and it is described in 1st Corinthians 9:16-18, and Acts 9:15, 26:16-18. So, after Christ's early SENDING of Paul, and before Christ's later SENDING of Paul, Paul was SENT TO "the children of Israel" (Acts 9:15), and to "the people, and ... the Gentiles" from whom Christ delivered him (Acts 26:16-17, Acts 14:19-20), and to those Greek Gentiles IN A POSITION to provoke them (Israel) to jealousy (Romans 11:11), BUT NOT YET TO ALL MEN. Let's look at the verses:

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, 
and kings, 
and the children of Israel:

Acts 26:16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
Acts 26:17 Delivering thee from 
the people, 
and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

Acts 14:19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, 
who persuaded the people, and having stoned Paul, 
drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.
Acts 14:20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, 
he rose up, and came into the city: 
and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

Romans 11:11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy.

Those God-fearing, Israel-blessing Gentiles, often called "GREEKS" can also be seen prophesied in Deuteronomy 32:21, and in Isaiah 65:1, and in Romans 10:19-20.

Deuteronomy 32:21  They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people;  ("Greeks").
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. ("The little flock Israel of God").

Isaiah 65:1  I am sought of them that asked not for me; 
I am found of them that sought me not: 
I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.
	(The little flock Israel of God).

Romans 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, 
I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people,   ("Greeks").
and by a foolish nation I will anger you. ("The little flock Israel of God").
Romans 10:20  But Esaias is very bold, and saith, 
I was found of them that sought me not; 
I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me.
		(the uncircumcized God-fearing, Israel-blessing Greeks)

So, DURING THAT INTERMEDIATE PERIOD, CALLED A DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL, the Jews and the Greeks had a special ability and opportunity in saving into the body of Christ, the remnant according to the election of grace. At that time in God's sequence of events, those GREEKS had a VERY IMPORTANT PROPHESIED DUTY in God's plan for Israel.

It will help here if we look at what Jesus said about a Greek in His earthly ministry. Look in Mark 7:24-30, and compare it to the same event in Matthew 15:21-28. 

Mark 7:24, ¶"And from thence he arose, 
and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, 
and entered into an house, 
and would have no man know it: 
but he could not be hid."
Mark 7:25, "For a certain woman, 
whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, 
heard of him, and came and fell at his feet:"
Mark 7:26, "The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; 
and she besought him 
that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter."
Mark 7:27, "But Jesus said unto her, 
Let the children first be filled: 
for it is not meet to take the children's bread, 
and to cast it unto the dogs."
Mark 7:28, "And she answered and said unto him, 
YES, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs."
Mark 7:29, "And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; 
the devil is gone out of thy daughter."
Mark 7:30, "And when she was come to her house, 
she found the devil gone out, 
and her daughter laid upon the bed."

In Mark 7:26, being inspired of God, Mark coined the term a "GREEK", for the woman. She is further described as:

	"a Syrophenician by nation" 

In Matthew 15:22, she is further described as

	"a woman of Canaan". 

So, that woman who came to Jesus was NOT a Greek by nationality. She was "A SYROPHENICIAN BY NATION". She lived in CANAAN, and yet Jesus called her "A GREEK". Let's see why Jesus called that particular Gentile, "a Greek".

In the Matthew 15 account of the event, we see in verse 26 that Jesus told the woman (who was "a Greek"), 

"It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." 

The "children" are the children of Israel.  The "children's bread" is the gospel of the kingdom coming out of heaven to Israel. The woman responded in faith by saying in verse 27, 

"TRUTH, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters' table". 

She put herself in the position of a "dog" under Israel's table, eating 

"of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table". 

That is amazing! The Pharisees DID NOT RECEIVE what Jesus was doing, or why He came. But that woman, "A GREEK", knew it from the scriptures, and SHE BELIEVED IT. She put into practice the promise about Gentiles in God's covenant with Abraham. 

. END OF Who Were Greeks, PART01.	.	. START OF Who Were Greeks , PART02.

Let's read that covenant tht God made with Abram

Genesis 12:1, ¶"Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee:"
Genesis 12:2, "And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing:"
Genesis 12:3, "And I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."

That woman, "A GREEK", blessed Israel, she feared the God of Abraham, and she received the blessing of God from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 15:28, "Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 
O woman, GREAT IS THY FAITH: 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And her daughter was made whole from that very hour." 

Jesus said to her, 

"O WOMAN, GREAT IS THY FAITH". 

That "FAITH" is the very thing that ISRAEL LACKED, which caused them to fail to receive the King and His kingdom. That Greek RECEIVED THE BLESSING of God, for her blessing of Israel. And Christ used that BELIEF, that FAITH as an opportunity to show Israel what they still needed.

Jesus only dealt with TWO Gentiles in His earthly ministry. ONE was this Syrophenician national that the Bible called "A GREEK". We don't have to try to define what the Bible means by a "GREEK". The Bible defines it in:

Mark 7:26 The woman was A GREEK, A SYROPHENICIAN BY NATION; 
and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

THE OTHER was a centurion in Luke 7:1-10, who met the same qualification, of whom Jesus expressed the same lack of faith in Israel when He said, 

"I say unto you, I have NOT found so great faith, no, not in Israel". 

Israel was to have the faith, NOT the Gentiles, but these two GREEKS had exemplary faith. Do you see the difference? Paul echoed that in Romans 9:30 through Romans 10:8. We cannot SKIP THAT PASSAGE in Romans which is crucial to understanding Israel's fall, and salvation starting to go to Gentiles.

Romans 9:30, ¶"What shall we say then? 
That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith."
Romans 9:31, "But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness."
Romans 9:32, "Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;"
Romans 9:33, "As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed."

Romans 10:1, ¶"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be save."
Romans 10:2, "For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge."
Romans 10:3, "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
Romans 10:4, "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth."
Romans 10:5, "For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man which doeth those things shall live by them."
Romans 10:6, "But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:)"
Romans 10:7, "Or, Who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)"
Romans 10:8, "But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the word of faith, which we preach...."

As a brief reminder, let us review what Paul urged faith in, which Israel also was to have faith in, BUT DIDN'T. What is that 
"the word of faith, which we preach..."?

Romans 1:1, ¶"Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,"
Romans 1:2, "(Which he had promised afore 
by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)"
Romans 1:3, "Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;"
Romans 1:4, "And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:"

Let us search the scriptures for some examples of "GREEKS". Acts 13:16, and 13:26 show us that God-fearing, Israel blessing, Gentiles are distinguished from the rest of the Gentiles, by what they BELIEVE. Acts 13 tells of a meeting in the Jewish synagogue in Pisidia. When offered the opportunity to speak to those in the synagogue, notice how Paul addressed them in 
Acts 13:16, 
"Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, 
MEN OF ISRAEL, and YE THAT FEAR GOD, give audience." 

Paul addressed 2 types of people in the synagogue: 
(1) "Men of Israel", and 
(2) "ye that fear God". 
Then come down to Acts 13:26, Paul expands on that. Acts 13:26, "Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, 

and whosoever among you feareth God, 
TO YOU is the word of THIS salvation SENT." 

Again, in Acts 13:26, Paul addresses the 2 types of people present in the synagogue, 

"Men and brethren". 

But then, Paul goes on to further define them as 

"children of the stock of Abraham, 
and whosoever among you feareth God". 

The "children of the stock of Abraham" would be the "brethren" at the beginning of the verse. The "whosoever among you feareth God" in verse 26, would be the "ye that fear God" in verse 16. So, in the synagogue, besides the Jews there were Gentiles, called Greeks because they FEARED the God of Abraham, and BLESSED Israel in some way. 

Why would fearing God make the Greeks different from the rest of the Gentiles that were alien from Israel? That relates back to the Genesis 12 covenant that God made with Abram, later renamed Abraham. 

Genesis 12:1, ¶"Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee:"
Genesis 12:2, "And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing:"
Genesis 12:3, "And I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."

In that covenant, you can see that 
God gave special status and blessings to Abraham 
and those who descended from him, 
later defined as those descending through 
Isaac, and Jacob (renamed Israel). 
But when you read Genesis 12:3 carefully, you see that besides blessing Israel, 
God also promised to bless some Gentiles 
who fit into the qualification in the verse. 
Genesis 12:3, "And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed." 

Often, the King James Bible calls those Gentiles who bless Israel, GREEKS. So, in the Jewish synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia, Paul said he was preaching "this salvation" (as opposed to that salvation which they had already heard). Paul said "to you is the word of this salvation SENT." This salvation was sent to the Jews, and the God-fearing, Israel blessing GREEKS in the synagogue. It was not yet SENT to the rest of the Gentiles. Remember that Greeks are a specific condition of the Gentiles. All the Jews and Greeks in the synagogues were believers that God delivered covenants of promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But THEIR CONDITION depended on their belief or disbelief of Jesus being Israel's Messiah.

. END OF Who Were Greeks, PART02.	.	. START OF Who Were Greeks , PART03.

In Acts 14:1-4, in the synagogue in Iconium, we can clearly see the distinction between the Greeks and the rest of the Gentiles. First, let's look at the verses. For context, we will read from Acts 13:50-51, where we read about Paul's exit from Antioch of Pisidia:

Acts 13:50, "But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, 
and the chief men of the city, 
and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 
and expelled them out of their coasts."
Acts 13:51, "But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, 
and came unto Iconium."

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 

Before we go on, let’s discover what condition of Jew hosts the synagogues. Please turn to:

John 9:22 These words spake his parents, 
because they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed already, 
that if any man did confess that he was Christ, 
he should be put out of the synagogue.

So the synagogue-hosting Jews would not believe that Jesus was the Christ. That was their condition, that of being disbelieving Jews. Let’s go on.

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed."

Here we see a second condition of Jew, Jews that believed the gospel of God unto which Paul was separated. The condition of those Jews was that of being believing Jews.

In verse one,  besides the two conditions of Jews, we also see some Greeks, and the verse tells us the condition of those Greeks. The Greeks believed that Jesus was the Christ when Paul preached it to them. Their condition was that of being believing Gentiles. 

Let’s read Acts 14:1 again in review.

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed."

Does that sound familiar? Does "the Jews and also the Greeks" sound familiar?

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

So, those that Paul addressed after his sending in Acts 13:2, and 4, were the Jews and also the Greeks that Romans 1:16 tells us the saving gospel of Christ was to at that time. 

Let’s read Acts 14:1 again.

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed."

It sounds like Paul is going into ENEMY territory by going into the synagogue. But they are the ones to whom Christ sent Paul as reported in Acts 26:16-17. Christ sent Paul, making him a minister and a witness of his revelations to people from whom Christ would DELIVER Paul. Christ would deliver Paul from both “the people (Israel), and from the Gentiles”. Listen: 

Acts 26:16-17  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;  
DELIVERING thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

Christ SENT Paul to those from whom He would DELIVER him.

So far, we have discovered two types of Jews, believing and disbelieving, regarding the Messiahship of Jesus. And we have discovered a type of Gentile, GREEKS that believed Paul’s gospel of God that Jesus is the Messiah,  risen from the dead. Now, let’s reread Acts 14:1 to lead into Acts 14:2.

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed."
Acts 14:2, "But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, 
and made their minds evil affected against the brethren."

In Acts 14, verse 2, who are the brethren? Who are the Gentiles? Who are the unbelieving Jews in Acts 14:2? Well, look at the previous verse:

Acts 14:1, "And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed."

We have already seen that the unbelieving Jews run the synagogues to which Paul went, and read their scriptures So that identifies the unbelieving type of Jews. 

The brethren are that great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks that believed in Acts 14:1.

But who are the Gentiles that the unbelieving Jews STIRRED UP, and made their minds evil affected? Those Gentiles were NOT the Gentiles that were called Greeks which believed. Those Gentiles were other Gentiles from outside the synagogue. They were Gentiles that the Bible elsewhere calls “ALIEN”, or separated from God’s people. Those Gentiles didn’t care about the God of Abraham. They had to be “stirred up” before they got involved.

Acts 14:3, "Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, 
(the Lord) which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, 
and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands."
Acts 14:4, "But the multitude of the city was divided: 
and part held with the Jews, 
and part with the apostles."

Actually, in verse 1, there are the two conditions of Jews. There is "the synagogue of the Jews", with the Jews that run the synagogue. Also, there are the Jews that believed Paul's preaching, along with the Greeks. So, the two conditions of Jews were:
	(1) believing Jews in Acts 14:1, and 
	(2) disbelieving Jews in Acts 14:4, and those running the synagogue in Acts 14:1.

As we have seen two conditions of JEWS in Acts 14:1, we also see two conditions of GENTILES, In verses 1 and 2:
(1) Those Greeks that believed Paul’s gospel of God, and 
(2) Those stirred up Gentiles with evil affected minds.

Acts 14:4 again:

Acts 14:4, "But the multitude of the city was divided: 
and part held with the Jews, 
and part with the apostles."

In Acts 14:4, who was the part that was with the apostles, And who was the part that was with the Jews. The only ones with the apostles, were the Jews and the Greeks that believed. The part that held with the Jews were all those townee Gentiles with the evil affected minds. We can see right there, that there were two conditions of Gentiles, 
(1) the GREEKS, and
(2) the ALIENS.

Look at Acts 14:5.

Acts 14:5, "And when there was an assault made 
both of the Gentiles, 
and also of the Jews with their rulers, 
to use them despitefully, and to stone them,"
Acts 14:6, "They were ware of it, and fled...."

As we go back over the passage, we see that in Acts 14:1, both Paul and Barnabas went together into the synagogue of the Jews together. 

When Paul went into a synagogue, what was his mode of operation, what was his way of doing things, his manner? We find that in Acts 17:1-5:

Acts 17:1, ¶"Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, 
where was a synagogue of the Jews:"
Acts 17:2, "And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days 
reasoned with them out of the scriptures,"
Acts 17:3, "Opening and alleging, 
that CHRIST MUST NEEDS HAVE SUFFERED, 
and RISEN AGAIN FROM THE DEAD; 
and that THIS JESUS, whom I preach unto you, IS CHRIST."
Acts 17:4, "And some of them BELIEVED, 
and CONSORTED with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, 
and of the chief women not a few."
Acts 17:5, "But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy...."

Acts 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they.

Define "WE". Define "THEY".

Peter had been talking about Christ having sent him to one household of God-fearing, Israel-blessing Gentiles, Cornelius's house. So, the "WE" is Peter, and those he is talking to, the little flock. "THEY" is Cornelius, his household and friends.

We are nowhere in the picture. We are not waiting for Christ's return to earth for him to blot out our sins as Peter said, "we shall be saved". On the contrary,  we are saved, according to: 

Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye ARE saved;)

Finally, lets read Acts 15:7-11 with all that in mind.

Acts 15:7  And when there had been much disputing, 
Peter rose up, and said unto them, 
Men and brethren, 
ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, 
that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

That has to be about the Cornelius visit, since there is not a word anywhere in scripture about Peter ever being sent to any other Gentile.

that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

Peter was referring to Peter's gospel of the eventual kingdom out of heaven on earth.

that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel, and believe.
Acts 15:8  And God, which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, 
even as he did unto us;
Acts 15:9  And put no difference between us and them, 

(between the little flock, and Cornelius and friends)

purifying their hearts by faith.
Acts 15:10  Now therefore why tempt ye God, 
to put a yoke upon the neck of THE DISCIPLES, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?
Acts 15:11  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, 
even as they.

That is all about Israel, and none of it is about the body of Christ.

. END OF Who Were Greeks, PART03.	

But the point is that in Acts 15:7-17 Peter was not preaching the same gospel as Paul preached. God only made choice among the apostles that one Gentile, Cornelius and his household and friends should hear the word of the gospel, by Peter's mouth, and believe that gospel that Peter always had preached, and always will preach.

In Acts 15:7, Peter had only heard one gospel. He had not heard the "gospel of Christ" that Christ revealed to Paul. Galatians 2:2 shows us that Peter first learned the "gospel of Christ" from Paul in that Acts 15 meeting also described in Galatians 2:1-10. But Peter spoke the word of the gospel that he knew, to that one Gentile, Cornelius, in Acts 10, five chapters before Peter had learned Paul's "gospel of Christ". The gospel that Peter preached to Cornelius in Acts 10 was the only gospel that Peter had received from the earthly Jesus Christ, the gospel of the kingdom coming out of heaven to Israel (Matthew 10:5-8). Acts 15:15 confirms that. 

Acts 15:15, And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 

Amos 9:11  ¶In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof; 
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:

The gospel that Peter preached to Cornelius and his friends was the gospel prophesied in the old testament, NOT the mystery gospel God had kept secret until He revealed it to Paul according to 1st Corinthians 2:6-8. That is also confirmed in Acts 10:34-43. Peter preached the prophetic gospel, NOT the mystery gospel revealed only to Paul.

So, when Peter reported in Acts 15:8, that:

"… God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, EVEN AS HE DID UNTO US..." 

Peter was referring to Cornelius

In Acts 15:8, 9, and 11, the words "them" and "they" refer to Cornelius, NOT to all Gentiles. Cornelius was a special condition of Gentile, not like all Gentiles. Look at these verses that expose the position of Cornelius as a GREEK.

Acts 10:1, There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, 
a centurion of the band called the Italian band,

Acts 10:2, A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, 
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

Acts 10:4, And when he looked on him, he was afraid, 
and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, 
Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

Acts 10:22, And they said, Cornelius the centurion, 
a just man, and one that feareth God, 
and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, 
was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, 
and to hear words of thee.

Cornelius was obviously one of those special case Gentiles that the King James Bible calls GREEKS. He acted on God's exception that allowed Gentiles to receive a blessing from God if they feared the God of Abraham and blessed Israel during Israel's rise.

Genesis 12:3, "And I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."

Acts 10 says that Cornelius was:
-A devout man, (Acts 10:2),
-one that feared God with all his house, (Acts 10:2),
-which gave much alms to the people (Israel), (Acts 10:2), and
-prayed to God alway. (Acts 10:2),
-Thy prayers, and (Acts 10:4),
-thine alms, (Acts 10:4),
-a just man, 
-one that feareth God,
-of good report among all the nation of the Jews.


Jesus defined the term Greek in Mark 7:26 (Mark 7:24-30, Matthew 15:21-28). It turns out that a Greek in the King James Bible is a Gentile that believes and practices Genesis 12:3a. They bless the seed of Abraham (Israel) in order to receive the promised blessing of God on them. They feared the God of Abraham and blessed a Jew. At that time, God considered Greeks to be in the same people group with the Jews. - Romans 10:12 "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him." By blessing Israel, the Greeks were in the commonwealth (not just the nation) of Israel, and therefore in the covenants of promise, and so, they were NO LONGER "alien" Gentiles without God and without hope in the world.

