WHEN WAS WHAT IN THE BODY OF CHRIST?

Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah began to build the Matthew 16:18 church in Matthew 16:18.

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon THIS ROCK  I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

When the Matthew 16:18 church ENDED is indefinite, but definable from scripture. Peter, James, and John in Galatians 2:9 defined their future ministry as being only to those true circumcision that had already believed their preaching of their gospel of the kingdom, and become part of the Matthew 16:18 church that was being added to in Acts 2:41,47.  

Galatians 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, 
and they unto the circumcision.
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the CHURCH daily 
such as should be saved.

As the leaders and members of that circumcision church began to DIE OUT. The number of member dwindled through attrition until it was gone. The last we hear of that Matthew 16:18 circumcision church is not good in 

Titus 1:10 "For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, 
specially they of the circumcision...." 

I can't find any scripture that tells how long afterward that the Matthew 16:18 church continued, but we do find their doctrine starting to mingle with the doctrine in the body of Christ churches in the post biblical, historical writings of the SO-CALLED EARLY CHURCH FATHERS. Most probably that Matthew 16:18 church finally ended in the 70 A.D. Romans invasion of Jerusalem, with the death of the last member of that kingdom church.

I believe God opened the door of faith unto the gentiles (DEVOUT GENTILES, NOT ALL GENTILES) in Acts 13:1-4.  

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; 
as Barnabas, 
and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul.
Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3 And when THEY had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, 
THEY sent them away.
Acts 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 

(in verse 2) 

departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

But, I do NOT think that Paul realized that was what "the work" was, until after he started on that first journey to Seleucia, Cyprus, Salamis, Paphos, Perga, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Pamphylia, Attalia, and back to Antioch of Syria. Then it was confirmed in Antioch of Syria in Acts 14:27.  

Acts 14:27 And when they were come, 
and had gathered the church together, 
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.

“unto the Gentiles”,  NOT “unto ALL the Gentiles.” Luke was not yet inspired to say the door of faith was opened then unto ALL the Gentiles.

Then Paul stayed and taught another long time in Antioch as he had in 

Acts 11:26. And when he had found him, 
he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, 
and taught much people. 

Whatever it was that Paul taught them for a whole year, afterward they were called Christians for the first time. 

And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

The door of faith to those devout Gentiles (Greeks) was opened at some time AFTER the body of Christ began in Acts 9:6 with the salvation of Saul of Tarsus (Paul). I believe that the door of faith was opened unto those devout Gentiles in Acts 13:4, when Paul was sent out to "the work" to preach the gospel of Christ to the Jews including the proselytes and devout Greeks (Acts 13:41, Hab.1:5).

Acts 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

It is a lengthy process to scripturally identify the important events of Israel's stumbling, fall, diminishing, blinding in part, and finally their full blinding and casting away. That took me 3 and a half pages to detail it from the Bible. So, rather than to take up all that time and space here, I will post the link to my explanation in my notes instead.

https://www.facebook.com/notes/mike-mcglathery/israel-stumbled-then-fell-then-was-blinded-cast-away-and-loammi/10152854912291335

Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; 
A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came and sought fruit thereon, 
and found none.
Luke 13:7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, THESE THREE YEARS I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: 
cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?
Luke 13:8 And he answering said unto him, 
Lord, let it alone this year also, 
till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
Luke 13:9 And if it bear fruit, well: 
and if not, then AFTER that thou shalt cut it down.

Regarding where the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd years of Luke 13 fall, and the "this year also", that relates to several passages: Luke 4:17-21, Luke 13:6-9,  John 2:23, 6:14, and 13:1 through 19:14, as well as Daniel 9:26. 

Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him 
the book of the prophet Esaias. 
And when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written,
Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,
Luke 4:19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
Luke 4:20 And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him.
Luke 4:21 And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; 
A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came and sought fruit thereon, 
and found none.
Luke 13:7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: 
cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?
Luke 13:8 And he answering said unto him, 
Lord, let it alone this year also, 
till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
Luke 13:9 And if it bear fruit, well: 
and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast day, 
many BELIEVED in his name, 
when they SAW THE MIRACLES which he did.

John 6:14 Then those men, 
when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, 
This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, 
when Jesus knew that his hour was come 
that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved his own which were in the world, 
he loved them unto the end.
John 19:14 And it was the preparation of the passover, 
and about the sixth hour: 
and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!

Daniel 9:26 And AFTER threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but NOT for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

In Luke 4:17-21, Jesus said that the “acceptable year of the Lord” was part of his earthly ministry which would mean it was before Jacob's trouble if Israel rejected their Messiah, and from Isaiah 53, we know that rejection was no mystery to God. 

Acts 2:16 But this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

The acceptable year of the Lord turned out to be a flex year, starting out as the 1st year of the Daniel's 70th week of years (Acts 2:16), but ending instead with Israel failing to accept their Messiah in the "acceptable year of the Lord", "this year also".

-=-=-=-=-

I have never before thought about aligning Luke 13s three years (plus “this year also”) with Daniel's 70 weeks of years, but its ok until I see a problem with it according to 

2 Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

Reserving the right to change my mind on it, year 481 seems like when the first of Luke 13s three years would have started, at the beginning of the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. But I do not see the necessity of Luke 13s three years being exactly the length of Christ's earthly ministry. I do equate "this year also" with "the acceptable year of the Lord" and place them during the year following either the crucifixion (the Passover), or the giving of the Holy Ghost to the 12 in Acts 2. 

Just as Jesus is the Word of God that always existed, but Jesus had a conception day, SO ALSO, I believe the One New Man is now Jesus Christ (1st Cor.15:47) both His Head and His body. 

1 Corinthians 15:47 The first man is of the earth, earthy; 
the second man is the Lord from heaven.

So,  the body of Christ began at the salvation of its FIRST MEMBER, Saul of Tarsus. But the One New Man was "a new creature" beginning when the door of faith was opened TO THE REST OF THE GENTILES, and they were joined with the existing devout Israel-blessing Gentiles (Ephesians 2:15, 2nd Timothy 4:17, Ephesians 2:13,17 in the verses 11-17. 

Ephesians 2:15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to MAKE IN HIMSELF OF TWAIN ONE NEW MAN, 
so making peace;

2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; 
that by me the preaching might be fully known, 
and that all the Gentiles might hear: 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

Ephesians 2:17 And came and preached peace to 
you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

I do not believe the One New Man began in Acts 9, but rather in Acts 20:6. 

Acts 20:6 And we sailed away from Philippi 
after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them to Troas in five days; 
where we abode seven days.

That is according to:

Philippians 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the 
BEGINNING of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no church communicated with me 
as concerning giving and receiving, 
but ye only.
Acts 16:12 And from thence to Philippi, 
which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: 
and we were in that city abiding certain days.


I do not believe that "the twain" (Eph.2:15) is Jews and Gentiles. Jews are not in the Ephesians 2 and 3 context except to say who the uncircumcision are about whom Paul is talking.

Ephesians 2:15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, 
so making peace;

I see no scripture after Acts 9 whereby there are Jews in the body of Christ. 

1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save SINNERS; 
of whom I am chief.

According to 1st Timothy 1:15-16 (especially 1:15), 
Jews can only come to God 
by relinquishing their Jewishness 
and their law keeping 
and their former inside-track access to God, 
and by coming to God following the way Paul came to God, 
AS A SINNER, condemned "having no hope, 
and without God in the world." 

1 Corinthians 11:1 Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ.

So, there are no Jews in the body of Christ and I can't say that about Gentiles only because of the phrase, "the churches of the Gentiles". But regardless, I object to the phrase "Jew and Gentile in Christ". 

Israel being blinded, cast away, and Loammi" occurred at Paul's reading of Isaiah's curse to the leaders of Israel in Rome in: 

Acts 28:25 And when they agreed not among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
Acts 28:26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:
Acts 28:27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; 

lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.
Acts 28:28 Be it known therefore unto you, 
that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it.
Acts 28:29 And when he had said these words, 
the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

Finally, a "dispensation of the gospel" of Christ starts at Paul's sending by the Holy Ghost to "the work" in Acts 13, verses 2, and 4. 

Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

The gospel of Christ is the saving message TO THE JEW FIRST AND ALSO TO THE GREEK (Romans 1:16), 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the JEW FIRST, and also to the Greek.

So, after that same saving message was sent to all men in Acts 20:6, it was the beginning of the dispensation of the grace of God to all men (Acts 20:24, Titus 2:11, 2nd Timothy 4:17). 

Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

Acts 20:6 was when Christ actually sent Paul to all men with the gospel of the grace of God, according to Philippians 4:15, PHILIPPI being the chief city of that part of MACEDONIA (Acts 16:12).

Philippians 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, 
that in THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL, 
when I DEPARTED FROM MACEDONIA, 
no church communicated with me 
as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

Acts 20:6 And we sailed away from PHILIPPI 
after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them to Troas in five days; 
where we abode seven days.

Acts 16:12 And from thence to PHILIPPI, 
which is THE CHIEF CITY of that part of MACEDONIA, 
and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days.

So, starting at Acts 13:4 a Dispensation of the Gospel (to the Jew first) was committed to Paul, and it would end at the beginning of the gospel of the grace of God in Acts 20:6, ending at the catching up of the body of Christ when we get our redemption of our body, and our adoption, both of which are different from Israel's redemption and adoption.
