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About the Author
 
Allow me to give some brief foundational background, and ground rules. I believe the Bible. I believe the King James Bible is the pure word of God. It does not merely contain the word of God, but rather, it is the word of God, translated, copied, and preserved for us as God promised in Psalms 12, verses 6, and 7. He promised He would preserve it in its "pure" form for us today, and beyond today, "for ever." 

Before the Bible writings had all been written, the Bible records that there were forgers sending out letters with false doctrine as if it had been written by some of Israel’s twelve apostles (Acts 15:24), or written by Christ’s only “apostle of the Gentiles,” Paul (Romans 11:13, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3). Look at the verses.

Acts 15:24 Forasmuch as we have heard, 

that certain which went out from us 

have troubled you with words, 

subverting your souls, 

saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: 

to whom we gave no such commandment:

2 Thessalonians 2:1  Now we beseech you, brethren, 

by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and by our gathering together unto him,

2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 

neither by spirit,

 nor by word, 

nor by letter as from us, 

as that the day of Christ is at hand.

3  Let no man deceive you by any means: 

for that day shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first, 

and that man of sin be revealed, 

the son of perdition;
That is an indication that even earlier than 2 Corinthians 2, verse 17, there were deceptive people forging letters as if written by Israel's twelve apostles, or by Paul. 
 So, just because a translation uses manuscripts from as early as 125 A.D. does not have any bearing on their accuracy.  We can see here from these verses that there were false manuscripts even in Paul's day, before 70 A.D. So, it is absolutely no proof that they are accurate, just because they are from 125 A.D. Besides, it can be seen from internal errors that they are not the PURE word of God. So, don't believe the lie. There are a lot of lying wonders going on today.

In order to find the PURE word of God PRESERVED to us today, we must first believe 

Psalms 12, verses 6, and 7,

"The words of the LORD are PURE words:" 

You know what "pure" means. It means absolutely no impurities at all.

"as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

purified seven times."
That means there is no room for a speck of error at all, or a mistake, or a self-contradiction, or any such thing.

"Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, 

thou shalt PRESERVE THEM 

from this generation FOR EVER."
That means that God preserves His words, PURE, even now, and beyond now. Today, as I am communicating to you, 

"the words of the LORD are PURE words." 

You are not left with having to believe that the word of God was only PURE when it was first given, or in the original manuscripts. God promised in these verses to PRESERVE it to you, today, and forever, in its PURE state, without any impurity at all in it. 

If you believe that God PRESERVED His word PURE through today and forever, then you can find books that claim to be "bibles," and you can find many, many of them that have errors, including self-contradictions. With errors, they are impure. That disqualifies them from being the PURE word of God. Many people freely admit that fact when they say, "All translations have errors." The error in that statement is that they merely have not yet found the version of the Bible that God IS PRESERVING PURE to us. However, in addition, you can find one Bible that is without error, or mistake, which is the PURE word of God.

Believing those verses ends all the ignorant statements like, "Oh, all translations today, have errors in them." The verse says, 

"Thou shalt preserve, THEM," 

not "thou shalt preserve, HIM." 
The plural expression 

"WORDS," 

"the words of the LORD," 

that expression is plural, and those are what are being preserved, 

"the WORDS of the Lord." 

"Thou shalt preserve, THEM." 

Again, the word "THEM" is plural. It does NOT say thou shalt preserve, HIM. In order for that which is being preserved to refer to "him" that is "poor" or "needy," you would have to go back to Psalm 12, verse 5 in the sentence before this local context. That singular expression, "him," cannot be what the plural expression, "them," is referring to when the Bible says 

"thou shalt preserve, THEM from this generation for ever." 

If God was saying "thou shalt preserve, him that is poor or needy," then He would say "thou shalt preserve, HIM," instead of what He said, 

"thou shalt preserve, THEM from this generation for ever" 

meaning "the WORDS of the LORD" in the same sentence, in the same context.. 

Besides, it was not God's promise of a blessing for Israel that there would always be the poor and needy to care for. That would be coming short of the blessings of the land. God would be contradicting Himself.  Therefore, considering the context, God would not be saying that contradictory statement anyway. Therefore, it is a faulty, futile argument that it is not "the WORDS of the LORD" that "thou shalt preserve" "from this generation for ever." "Him" is singular, and "them" is plural. What is being preserved is plural, referring only to the plural expression "the WORDS of the Lord."

So, if your "bible" has one single self-contradiction in it, or any other impurity, error or mistake (not talking about typos), then it is not from the PRESERVED PURE line of manuscripts, meticulously protected, copied, and translated, as God promised they would be to bring them down to us today, and beyond, PURE. If your "bible" has an impurity, error, mistake or self-contradiction In it, then It is from the Second Corinthians 2:17 corrupted line of manuscripts taken to Alexandria, Egypt. They literally changed what had been the word of God.

You cannot find the complete, errorless word of God in pure form today in the modern translations. They have obvious errors, at least by self-contradiction as well as other errors that show up by other means. However, right in their own internal text, there is the evidence of self-contradictions, which could not be there if it was the "pure" word of God, preserved without error, or mistake by God Himself. Therefore, those very contradictions within their own translation of their own text show conclusively that the errorless King James Bible, being free of self-contradictions or other mistakes, is the "preserved," "pure" word of God. I believe that.

I believe the gospel of salvation by which God saved unforgivable Saul of Tarsus. Saul/Paul told us to be followers of Paul, AS Paul followed Christ. The way that Saul came to Christ, as the chief of sinners, is the way we need to come to Christ too, as a sinner, needing a Saviour, and not putting up our own righteousness, or trying to show how obedient or how good we are, or trying to impress God. Following Paul into Christ, we come only as condemned sinners, needing God's grace, and only relying on God's grace. We must believe that God will do what He said He would do, that He will save sinners. First Timothy 1, verse 15, says "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."

The following verse deals with the things we have heard, or the ideas given us by well-meaning pastors, parents, and teachers in the past.

Romans 3, verse 4,  

"God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; 

as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, 

and mightest overcome when thou art judged."
Please stop believing your hunches and traditions received from well-meaning parents, pastors, and teachers in your younger years. Please start investigating what God actually said to you, not to others like Israel. Most of the Bible is filled with instructions strictly, and exclusively to Israel. However, there are parts of the Bible where God speaks to you. What has God said to you in the Bible? You can find it in a particular location in your Bible that we will get into. If you received hunches and traditions to follow, then you also may have received advice not to believe this part of the Bible. However, it is in there. God put it there, and Peter confirmed it as scripture in Second Peter 3, verses 15, and 16.   

Therefore, consider what everyone has told you to be a possible untruth, not necessarily an intentional lie, but as something for you to investigate and to question. Find out what God said. Do not just believe your preconceptions, and part-truths about what God might have said, because you heard somebody say it. We will look and see. It is so important to your entire future, and eternal destiny. It is worth it to find out with certainty exactly what God did say, in His pure word.

Come with a ready mind. We need to study the actual scriptures, not what is written about the scriptures, not what I say about the scripture, or what anyone else says. Look at the scriptures. That is why we are posting the actual verses from the pure Bible. Study the scriptures to be approved of God, not ashamed. We will be ashamed if we do not study the scriptures.

Matthew 4, verse 4,  

"But he answered and said, 

It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Sacrifice a little of what you like to do, in order to open up to what God has planned for your future. By every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. Believe that God said exactly what He meant. Trust the scriptures inspired of God to be accurate and profitable, and to furnish you unto all good works.

2 Timothy 3, verses 16, and 17,

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness:"
"That the man of God may be perfect, 

throughly furnished unto all good works."
2 Timothy 2, verses 14, through 16,  

"Of these things put them in remembrance, 

charging them before the Lord that they 

strive not about words to no profit, 

but to the subverting of the hearers."
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 

a workman…"
That is not talking about being approved for salvation. None of us is approved for salvation. The only way to gain salvation is to repent from trying to be good enough for God. Admit your helplessness to approach God; that you are a sinner, condemned, and that there is nothing you can do about it. Rely totally on God's complete provision for you, by His Son dying for your sins on the cross. So, he says in
2 Timothy 2, verse 15,

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 

a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth."
The word of truth is the gospel of your salvation. Check it out in Ephesians 1, verse 13, which says that the gospel of your salvation is the same as the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2, verse 16

"But shun profane and vain babblings: 

for they will increase unto more ungodliness."
What God says is above what man says, and more valuable than what man says. We can see that in Isaiah 55. Get used to reexamining your preconceptions, in the light of God's pure Bible. That is also what we are told in 

1 Corinthians 4, verse 6,  

"And these things, brethren, 

I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos 

for your sakes; 

that ye might learn in us 

not to think of men above that which is written, 

that no one of you be puffed up for one against another."
We must not look at men, or glory in what men say. We must not say things like "Paul is better than Peter," or "Peter is better than Paul." or "So and so preaches better than so and so." It has nothing to do with who is better. Jesus Christ gave Peter a great gospel for Israel, and they needed to believe it. However, they did not believe it. That was their trouble. 

You can read in the Bible that after centuries of rejecting God's promises, kingdom, and commands, God finally CAST ISRAEL AWAY, in the last half chapter of Acts. Soon after that, Rome physically CAST ISRAEL OUT of the land.  According to Genesis 12:3, if Israel had not already been cast away and not God’s people by the time that Rome cast Israel out of the land, then God would have demolished Rome for being a curse to Israel. No one can come to God Israel's way anymore. We need to study and realize the progress of events in the Bible, the way things have gone.

However, God did not leave us without a way to God. As soon as Israel had fallen as a nation, by committing Israel's unforgiveable sin of blaspheming the Holy Ghost, God saved unforgiveable Saul of Tarsus, on the road to Damascus, in Acts 9.

God originally separated Paul unto the gospel of God, to show others that Jesus is the prophesied Messiah, the Son of God, raised from the dead. However, that does not say anything about how to be saved, does it? 

Later, in Acts 13, verses 1, through 4, the Holy Ghost sent Paul with information to those in the synagogues, about how they could be saved now, into the church, the body of Christ, which God started when He saved Saul. According to what Paul said in 1 Timothy 1, verses 15, and 16, in Paul first, God was longsuffering for the pattern he started for all who follow Paul in believing on Christ to life everlasting, believing that Christ was crucified for our sins. However, that is not the church of Matthew 16, which Christ said He would build, and He did start to build it, and He will finish it after He finishes building the church, the body of Christ.

I believe on God who "raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead." I receive and believe that Christ died for my sins. I receive to myself God's salvation and forgiveness of all my sins.

Romans 4, verses 20, through 25,

"He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 

but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;"
"And being fully persuaded that, 

what he had promised, he was able also to perform."
That is a great definition of having faith in God.

Romans 4, verses 22, through 25,

"And therefore 

it was imputed to him for righteousness."
It was put to his account that Abraham was righteous in that event of believing God. 

Romans 4, verses 23, through 25,

"Now it was not written for his sake alone, 

that it was imputed to him;"
"But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, 

if we believe on him that 

raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;"
"Who was delivered for our offences, 

and was raised again for our justification."
Justification is by believing on God who raised up Jesus Christ from the dead, believing that He will raise you up, in salvation. Not only raise you up in salvation, but look at this in

1 Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4.

"Moreover, brethren, 

I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,"
Paul is defining it as not the gospel that others preached to them, but he says "the gospel which I preached unto you."

"which also ye have received, 

and wherein ye stand;"
"By which also ye are saved,"
Paul does not say, by which also you are waiting for salvation at the return of Christ, as Peter preached to Israel in Acts 3, when Israel's Deliverer roars out of Zion, and they mourn for whom they have pierced. That is what Israel is waiting for. Their gospel claims to give them remission until Christ returns to earth, and blots out their sins. 

However, it is not that way with us. God said that He put us on a different basis. God began offering salvation directly, by the gospel, when He saved Paul as a pattern to us, and sent him to tell others the way that God had saved him, as a condemned sinner, and as the first one saved by that gospel. At that time, God inspired Paul to tell us that we "ARE SAVED" when we believe, not that we are waiting to be saved at the return of Christ.

Paul says that in the act of deciding to believe this gospel,

1 Corinthians 15, verses 2, through 4.

..."ye are saved,

if ye keep in memory' 

In other words, seize on it, grab it

'... keep in memory 

WHAT I PREACHED UNTO YOU,"
Again, he emphasizes that the gospel by which Christ saved Paul is not what Peter preached to Israel. It is not that Paul was better than Peter. It is just that God gave them different messages to different people. You can see in Matthew 10, verses 5, 6, and 22, that Christ sent Peter strictly to Israel. 

Jesus said in John 20, verse 21, as His Father had sent Him, in that same way He sent the twelve apostles. So, to whom did the Father send Christ? In Matthew 15, verse 24, Christ tells us that He was NOT sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Christ sent Peter to the same people, covenant-abiding Israel. Christ did not send Peter to all people. Starting in Acts 9, Christ saved unforgivable Paul, by the gospel of salvation, as a pattern. Christ eventually sent Paul to all men, preaching that gospel of salvation, which was not available or preached before Acts 9. We need to get the gospels straight. Therefore, Paul says in
1 Corinthians 15, verse 2,

'By which also ye are saved, 

if ye keep in memory 

what I preached unto you, 

unless ye have believed in vain."
In other words, if not, ye have believed in vain.

It is important to study what Paul says. Find your gospel in God's message to you through the message given to Paul for you. It is not that Paul is the Saviour or anything like that. Neither, are we saying that Moses was a god to Israel, or was their Saviour. He was God's mouthpiece, and servant. Likewise, Paul is Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles, and God's mouthpiece in due time, to tell his gospel to us.

What is it that we are to seize on, believe, and receive, in order to be saved? 1 Corinthians 15, verses 3, and 4, tell us the scriptural facts for you yourself to receive, to be saved. The Holy Scriptures had said that God's righteous Servant would die for the sins of His people, Israel. The Holy Scriptures said that He would rise up from the dead. What God had kept secret was in verses 1, and 2, that by you, receiving it to yourself, that Christ died for your sins, God immediately saves you. Paul goes on to say:

1 Corinthians 15, verse 3,
"For I delivered unto you first of all 

that which I also received,"
In other words, you, yourself, receive it to solve your own condemnation problem. That is exactly what Paul did. Do you see it? Hear him say so right here.

1 Corinthians 15, verses 3, through 4,
"For I delivered unto you first of all 

that which I also received, 

how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;"
"And that he was buried, 

and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"

About the Book
 
With that foundational background firmly in place you can know how we view and understand the scriptures, and we teach with that understanding in mind. Now, let us do two things. First, we will review the several related statements in Paul's epistles, which teach us about the catching up of the body of Christ. The Bible does not mention the body of Christ before Acts chapter 9, before Christ revealed it to Paul. Paul was the only person to whom Christ revealed the body of Christ. We will explore the entire sixty-six books of the scriptures for overlooked information about what we now know about the body of Christ, and the time of the catching up of the body of Christ in relation to the start of the seventieth week of Daniel, especially regarding "the light." 

From having searched the scriptures, we found that Jesus Christ only gave the information about the body of Christ to His only apostle of the Gentiles, Paul. Paul wrote that information in his thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon. This is the only place where the Scriptures talk about the body of Christ. The body of Christ is "unsearchable" in the remainder of the scriptures. Likewise, Christ only revealed to Paul information about the beginning, the characteristics, and the catching up of the body of Christ, and the gospel of our salvation, and only Paul wrote about it, and only in his epistles of Romans through Philemon. 

You may find verses that sound similar, but as you study them in their context, you find that they are not the same, and are not about the same event. There is no other place in scripture that mentions the body of Christ. Israel is never said to be in a body of any kind, and certainly not in the body of Christ. The body of Christ is never said to be in Israel, or in part of Israel, or in Israel's promises. The body of Christ is unsearchable. Only Paul received information about the body of Christ. Search as much as you please, you cannot find the body of Christ in the rest of the Scriptures. It is not there. 
It is the same with the catching up of the body of Christ. It also is only in Paul's writings. You can find verses that mention the return of Christ to the earth, but Bible doctrine about the catching up into the air, of the body of Christ, and our inheritance, hope, and future of being in heaven is only mentioned in Paul's writings. That is much different from Israel's everlasting inheritance, hope, and future in the land, on earth. I hope you can see the big, Biblical difference between the doctrines regarding those two events. You can only find our future in Paul's writings. 

The body of Christ is unsearchable in the remainder of Scripture. Likewise, the Scripture is silent about the beginning, the characteristics, and the catching up of the body of Christ, as well as the gospel of our salvation, except in Paul's teachings. Christ only revealed those things to Paul. Only Paul wrote and taught about those things.
We are not glorifying Paul. We are magnifying the office that God created in order for us to hear this good news. Paul was the one that Christ chose to fill that office through its entirety. Christ never called anyone but Paul, the "apostle of the Gentiles." He did so in about nine places in your Bible, including,
Romans 11, verse 13, 

"For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as 

I am the apostle of the Gentiles, 

I magnify mine office,"
Ephesians 3, verses 7, through 9,

"Whereof I was made a minister, 

according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 

by the effectual working of his power."
Here, we see Paul telling about the gift of God (eternal life, Romans 6, verse 23), because of the grace of God first given to Paul (1 Timothy 1, verses 15, and 16). He says specifically that God made him a minister, or a server, of what God had given him. The position of minister is that of a server, as one serving tables. In effect, Paul is saying, "May I serve to you the gift of salvation by the grace of God?" "May I dispense to you the gospel of salvation?" "I WAS MADE A MINISTER," "a dispenser." Paul was charged with serving to others, what God had served to him, the gift of the grace of God. Paul was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto him.

Other places in the scriptures mention that God is a God of grace. He is also a God of holiness, and justice, and of wrath. Nevertheless, God has His timing, and He does things in an orderly way. God is not the author of confusion. Now, he is offering grace to believers first, before He later exercises His wrath on the rebellious, and unbelievers.
After God finishes offering grace to believers, at that time, we find that it is good news that God's wrath carries out vengeance on those who have rejected His grace. God calls it "gospel" or good news in Revelation 14, verses 6, and 7. Let us go back to the verses in 
Ephesians 3, verses 7, through 9.
"Whereof I was made a minister, 

according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 

by the effectual working of his power."
"Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, 

is this grace given, 

that I should preach among the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ;"
In Acts 9, verse 15, God told Ananias that Paul would eventually go to preach to Gentiles, to kings, and to the children of Israel, but in their certain order. Jesus did not call Peter to preach to the Gentiles. Jesus sent Peter one time to go to one house of one Gentile to clarify something and to use a key. However, Peter was NOT an apostle of the Gentiles. God never sent Peter to the Gentiles. God sent Paul to the Gentiles (Acts 9, verse 15). Paul was Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles (Romans 11, verse 13). Let us get back to the verses.
Ephesians 3, verse 9.

"And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,"
So, you can tell there is something different about this message. It was


"...hid in God,
who created all things by Jesus Christ:"
God had NOT previously revealed what He had hid. There was a whole body of information that had been revealed, given to Israel, and written down. Romans 3, verse 2, tells us that the oracles of God were given to Israel. Romans 15, verse 27, tells us that the oracles of God are now for the benefit of Gentiles too. That is how we got our pure Bible, preserved to us. Thank God for that. However, that is about the body of information already given. It is the information in Genesis through parts of Acts, and in Hebrews through Revelation.
However, later, God gave Paul a whole body of information for us, called the mystery, and it is in the Bible. It is mystery information, formerly secret, but now revealed. It is not prophetic. It was not in prophecy. God revealed it to Paul for us. It is only in Paul's sermons and epistles of Romans through Philemon.
This new body of mystery information is how the whole world gets to know about the salvation that God supplies to believers today. The rest of the Bible is about Israel, not the body of Christ.
From this study, we want to see two things, and hopefully a third thing. We want to see, Israel's prophecies about Christ returning to reign on earth. Then we want to see the information revealed only to Paul about the body of Christ being caught up to the Lord in the air. Then we will be looking at information in the rest of scripture, about the conditions during the absence of the body of Christ from the earth. Then we will discover if we can learn anything from that about the conditions before, or after the catching up of the body of Christ from the earth. What does the Bible say about the happenings right after the catching up of the body of Christ? That may tell us something. We will look and see what the Bible actually says.
Section 1
The Light on Israel

Chapter 1:  Jesus As The Light And As The Word 
Let us think for a while about LIGHT and DARK. Do you know? Have you heard of who is the LIGHT of the world? Who does the Bible say is the LIGHT of the world? Look with me at 

John 8, verse 12, 

"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, 

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD: 

he that followeth me shall NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, 

but shall have THE LIGHT OF LIFE."
So, there you have both LIGHT, and DARK, and LIGHT again. Let us look further in 

John 1, verses 1, through 9,  

"In the beginning was THE WORD, 

and THE WORD was with God, 

and THE WORD was God."
"The same was in the beginning with God."
"All things were made by him;" 

At this point, the Bible begins calling the LIGHT, "him."

John 1, verses 3, through 9,  

"and without him was not any thing made that was made."
"In him was life; and THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN."
"And THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS; 

and the DARKNESS comprehended it not."
"There was a man sent from God, whose name was John."
"The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the LIGHT, 

that all men through him might believe."
"He was not that LIGHT, 

but was sent to bear witness of that LIGHT."
So, here we see more about the LIGHT.

John 1, verse 9,  

"THAT WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, 

which LIGHTETH EVERY MAN that cometh into the world."
John 1, verse 14, 

"And THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, and dwelt among us, 

(and we beheld his GLORY, 

the GLORY as of the only begotten of the Father,) 

full of GRACE and TRUTH."
These verses are talking about Jesus Christ here. Three verses later, the writer names Jesus as the one he has been talking about. 

John 1, verse 17,  

"For the law was given by Moses, 

but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."
Jesus Christ is the word, and is the LIGHT shining in the DARKNESS. He is the LIGHT that LIGHTETH every man that cometh into the world.

Let me summarize here a little bit. In John 1, verses 1, through 3, God inspired the writer of John to tell Israel that "the word" is the powerful, eternal Creator. And, then in verses 4, through 9, God tells that in "the word" was life which was the true LIGHT of men, and that the word became flesh, who was the LIGHT of the world. From that, we can see that God associates the word, with the LIGHT. John 1, verses 1, through 9, and verse 14, show an even more definite declaration from God that Jesus Christ is the LIGHT of the world. 

Chapter 2:  The Light Through History 
Let us follow the LIGHT as the Bible reveals it throughout history. Let us look at what the Bible says. We have already seen in John 1, verses 4, through 9, that the Word, who became flesh, and dwelt among us, was God, and that by the Word were all things made. We also read that the life in him was the LIGHT of men which shines in darkness, and LIGHTETH every man.”Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the WORD of God.” 
Since "in the beginning was the Word," and "all things were made by him," let us look in Genesis, in the beginning, to see in what way the Lord accomplished creation.


Genesis 1, verses 3, through 5, 

"And God said, Let there be LIGHT: and there was LIGHT.

And God saw the LIGHT, that it was good: 

and GOD DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS."
Notice that God makes divisions. He divides LIGHT from DARKNESS, good from evil, and Israel from the rest of the world. Also, God divides His word between truth for Israel during the times when they are God's people, and truth for the rest of us. Let us not ignore it. Let us not neglect to make the same divisions. It greatly benefits us to recognize those divisions.


Genesis 1, verse 4,

"GOD DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS."
There is a difference!


Genesis 1, verse 5,

"And God called the LIGHT DAY, 

and the DARKNESS he called NIGHT. 

And the evening and the morning were THE FIRST DAY."
By that, we can see that the LIGHT is introduced, along with Day, darkness, and Night. "Dark" means "destitute of LIGHT," or "lacking illumination." As we look further, we see that God introduces "division" between LIGHT and DARK.


Genesis 1, verses 14, through 18,  

"And God said, Let there be LIGHTS" [plural: LIGHTS] 

"in the firmament of the heaven 
to DIVIDE the DAY from the NIGHT;" 

There is more division.


Genesis 1, verses 14, through 18,  

"and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days, and years:"
"And let them be for LIGHTS in the firmament of the heaven 

to give LIGHT upon the earth: 

and it was so."
There is MORE LIGHT.


Genesis 1, verses 16, through 18,  

"And God made TWO GREAT LIGHTS; 

the greater LIGHT to rule the DAY, 

and the lesser LIGHT to rule the NIGHT: 

he made the stars also."
WOW! What an understatement of God's power. 
What a great feat that was, and yet it is mentioned almost like a mere footnote. "He made the stars also." Wow!


Genesis 1, verses 17, through 18,  

"And God set them in the firmament of the heaven 

TO GIVE LIGHT upon the earth,"
"And to rule over the DAY and over the NIGHT, 

and to DIVIDE the LIGHT from the DARKNESS: 

and God saw that it was good."
LIGHT is important in creation. Come down through history with me to Israel in Egypt.


Exodus 10, verses 22, and 23, 

"And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; 

and there was a thick DARKNESS 

in all the land of Egypt three days:"
"They saw not one another, 

neither rose any from his place for three days: 

but all the children of ISRAEL HAD LIGHT in their dwellings."
God gave the LIGHT as a blessing there. 
Then, as God ushered Israel out of Egypt, again we see God's LIGHT present with them.


Exodus 13, verses 20, and 21, 

"And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, 

in the edge of the wilderness."
"And the LORD went before them BY DAY in a pillar of a cloud, 

to lead them the way; 

and BY NIGHT in a pillar of fire, TO GIVE THEM LIGHT; 

to go BY DAY AND NIGHT:"
The LORD was their LIGHT.
In Exodus chapters 25, through 40, God goes into great detail instructing about the tabernacle, and the building of it, and the provisions for it, including the LIGHT, the oil for the LIGHT, and the CANDLESTICKS in the tabernacle, all of which will eventually be important in our study. 

As we continue through the scriptures about LIGHT, we now go to Leviticus 24, verses 1, through 4, where the Lord tells Moses to provide for the LIGHT to burn in the tabernacle, CONTINUALLY. They are not to only LIGHT the tabernacle during their meetings, but for it to burn CONTINUALLY. Among other things, the Lord is emphasizing the importance of the LIGHT, throughout the history of His dealings with humans. Let us see a few other instances of the LIGHT in the Bible.

Esther 8, verses 15, and 16, 

"And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king 

in royal apparel of blue and white, 

and with a great crown of gold, 

and with a garment of fine linen and purple: 

and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad."
'THE JEWS HAD LIGHT, and gladness, and joy, and honour."
The LIGHT of the LORD was still with Israel.


Psalms 18, verse 28,  

"For thou wilt LIGHT MY CANDLE: 

the LORD my God will ENLIGHTEN MY DARKNESS."

Psalms 27, verse 1,   

"THE LORD IS MY LIGHT and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

the LORD is the strength of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid?"
These next two verses show the importance of the word, connected with the LIGHT.


Psalms 119, verse 105, 


"THY WORD is a LAMP unto my feet, 


and a LIGHT unto my path."

Psalms 119, verse 130, 

"The entrance of thy WORDS giveth LIGHT; 

it giveth understanding unto the simple."
You again, can see here that God is connecting THE WORD, with THE LIGHT, as he did in John 1, verses 1, and 4.

John 1, verses 1, and 4, 

"In the beginning was THE WORD, 

and THE WORD was with God, 

and THE WORD was God." 

"In him was LIFE; 

and the LIFE was THE LIGHT of men."
Chapter 3:  The Light Upon Israel 
We have been talking about the LIGHT, and following the emphasis that God puts on the LIGHT through scripture, and how that eventually is going to help us to understand more about the "catching up" of the body of Christ in Paul's epistles.

This will take a while to get through so, we will take a moment for review. We have talked about the LIGHT through history in the Bible. God spoke of LIGHT in relation to creation. 
"Let there be LIGHT." 
He also emphasizes the LIGHT in relation to the ushering of Israel, out of Egypt. Throughout history, God connects the WORD, with the LIGHT. God makes that connection in several places, including John chapter 1, verses 1 and 4, as well as in Psalms chapter 119, verses 105 and 130.
Now, we will be starting to look more at the LIGHT upon Israel. We will see how God's LIGHT led Israel, and shined out from Israel, for a while, as it will in the future.

Isaiah 2, verse 5,  

"O house of Jacob, come ye, 

and let us WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD."

Isaiah 8, verse 20,  

"To the law and to the testimony: 

if they speak not according to this word, 

it is because THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM."
God gave the word, and His LIGHT went along with it. As they believed the word, His LIGHT was upon them. God called Israel into God's LIGHT.
As we follow Israel down through history we come past the time of Christ on earth to the time when Peter wrote his epistles. According to First Peter 1, verse 1, Peter is addressing the little flock, the remnant of Israel that believed who Jesus Christ was. Peter said in
First Peter 2, verse 9,   

"But ye are 
a CHOSEN GENERATION, 
a ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, 

an HOLY NATION, 
a PECULIAR PEOPLE; 

that ye should shew forth the praises of him 

who hath called you out of DARKNESS 

into his marvellous LIGHT:"
Israel had already fallen, and yet God was still shining forth his LIGHT. He was calling the Israel of God "out of DARKNESS, into his marvellous LIGHT." Specifically, Peter was involved with Israel's kingdom program; offering to Israel the kingdom from heaven. The gospel of the kingdom that he preached was that their kingdom was at hand, within grasp. Then, at Israel's Pentecost feast, Peter actually offered Israel the kingdom if they would ALL believe that Jesus is the prophesied Christ. Then Jesus Christ would return to earth bringing the kingdom, and the times of restitution of all things, and the blotting out of their sins would occur at that time.
Isaiah 9, verse 2,  

"The people that walked in DARKNESS 
have SEEN A GREAT LIGHT: 

they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them HATH THE LIGHT SHINED."
LIGHT is important to God and to Israel in those times.


Isaiah 10, verse 17,  

"And THE LIGHT OF ISRAEL shall be for a fire, 

and his Holy One for a flame: 

and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;"
In that verse, God talks about the LIGHT of Israel being a "him," his Holy One, a person. 
Next we read in Isaiah 60, some very important verses to know. This was written by Isaiah, the prophet of the Lord, TO ISRAEL, writing about the kingdom.

Isaiah 60, verses 1, through 3, 

"Arise, shine; for THY LIGHT is come, 

and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee."
"For, behold, THE DARKNESS shall cover the earth, 

and GROSS DARKNESS THE PEOPLE: 

but the LORD shall arise upon thee, 

and his glory shall be seen upon thee."
"And THE GENTILES SHALL COME TO THY LIGHT, [to Israel's LIGHT.]
and kings to THE BRIGHTNESS OF THY RISING."
That is a prophecy that the rising of Israel will bring Gentiles into Israel's kingdom, and to God. 
Sadly, we now read in the Bible that after this prophecy, God postponed the rise of Israel, and the kingdom, because Israel FELL, instead of believing and rising. Israel committed their unforgivable sin at the end of Acts chapter 7. Israel's church of Matthew 16 had grown after Christ's crucifixion, ascension, and the first seven chapters of Acts, until apostate Israel stoned Holy Ghost filled Stephen causing Israel to fall from being a nation, favored by God. 
God will bring Israel back in the ages to come. God will keep all His promises, to the ones to whom He made those promises. At that time, after the body of Christ is filled up, as the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, then Israel's blindness will be removed. They will rise 
"and the Gentiles shall then come to thy LIGHT, 
and kings to the BRIGHTNESS of thy rising." 
At that time, Israel will rise again, with Jesus Christ as their King.
This is Peter talking to Israel, not to everybody.

Second Peter 1, verse 19,  

"We have also a more sure word of prophecy;"
The word of prophecy is "more sure" than what? What is Peter talking about? Peter said that the prophetic word of God is "more sure" than something. What is it "more sure" than? 

In Second Peter 1, verses 16, through 18, the three verses that precede that statement, Peter testifies that he, and others, "were eyewitnesses of" the  majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ, who "received from God the Father honour and glory," when "there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Peter said that they heard the "voice which came from heaven," when they "were with him in the holy mount." 
Peter is referring to his experience recorded in scripture in Matthew 16, verse 28, through Matthew 17, verse 9. People often call it "The Transfiguration." In Mark 9, verse 1, Jesus Christ called it "the kingdom of God come with power." Peter was there as an eyewitness, and an ear witness. He was there, and saw it, and he saw Moses, and Elijah. Yet, he claims that even more than his eyewitness of it,
"We have also a MORE sure word of prophecy;

whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 

as unto a LIGHT that SHINETH in a DARK place, 

until the DAY dawn, 

and the DAY star arise in your hearts:"
In Second Peter 1, verse 21, Peter goes on to say 

"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 

but holy men of God 

spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
Therefore, Peter is saying that the inspired word of God, your King James Bible, which you hold in your hands, is more sure than your own personal experiences and testimony. Think about that. You would not hesitate to put your trust in something you experience, but we have also a MORE SURE word of prophecy, and now also your Bible contains a MORE SURE word of mystery, testified by Paul, for us today. You can know that you are safe in trusting your Bible, more than you trust even your own experiences.

So, you have good reason to question your hearing today of people trusting their own experiences, speaking in tongues they didn't know, handling snakes, drinking poisons, casting out devils, healing the sick, or any such thing. Those things were legitimate in Mark 16, and Acts 1, through 7, but their cause has expired. They were signs for Israel, which followed a Jew's belief in their gospel of the kingdom that Jesus preached according to Mark 1, verse 14, and 15. When Israel committed their unforgivable sin in Acts 7, verses 51, through 59, that kingdom, along with the gospel of that kingdom, and its preaching and signs were all postponed, and God soon sent a new pattern by which we can be saved. It is explained in First Timothy 1, verses 12, through 16.
Second Peter 1, verse 19, which we read earlier, is a parallel verse to 


Psalms 119, verse 130, 

"The entrance of thy WORDS giveth LIGHT; 

it giveth understanding unto the simple."
Also, both those verses are addressed to Israel, not to everybody who sees or hears those verses. In order to find what is inspired and written to everybody, not just exclusively to Israel, we need to study Christ's last words. Christ's last words are not in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. They also are not at the end of the Bible. They are in Paul's thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon. It was not until Acts 9 that Christ first began to reveal mysteries to Paul. Most of those mysteries were unrelated to Israel. Paul, being Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles, addressed his later epistles to people without regard to their connection to Israel.

Chapter 4:  The Details Of Israel's Light 
Let us continue with these Bible references throughout the scriptures about the LIGHT of God being on Israel for a time. That will help us to see things as we get further into this study.
Many of these verses show the LIGHT as very important in Israel's history. The LIGHT was God. It was the WORD that was God, being God expressed. It was the expression of God. It was the Word of God. 
These verses label Him as the LIGHT. Especially in Isaiah 10, we can see that "THE LIGHT" is "his Holy One." In Isaiah 60, we can see that "THY LIGHT" is not only "the glory of the Lord" in verse 1, but also "the LORD" himself in verse 2. Furthermore, in verse 3, we see that during Israel's "rising," "THE GENTILES SHALL COME TO THY LIGHT." Do not miss that part. We are talking now about events DURING ISRAEL'S RISING. Who do those Gentiles want to come to during Israel's rising? They want to come to God, and they could only come to God, through Israel, by blessing Israel.
This current dispensation of the grace of God is sandwiched between Israel in time past and Israel in ages to come. If you want to think of it linearly, Israel is the bookends before and after this current dispensation of the grace of God. Today, God is putting believers into the body of Christ. When this current dispensation of the grace of God is completed by the fullness of the Gentiles being come into the body of Christ and caught up to be with the Lord, then God will again work with man on earth, through Israel. That is what we are studying, and we will get into that more as we go along in the scriptures. If you do not see it yet in the scriptures, then stick with us. It is there, and we will expose it.
Now, we will look at Isaiah 49, verses 1, through 8. This section of verses is remarkably similar to Revelation chapter 12, verses 1, through 6. Here in Isaiah 49, we will see that the LIGHT of God is not only upon Israel, but that for a while, Israel will be the LIGHT to the Gentiles, bringing the salvation of that time, unto the whole the earth. Before we consider these Isaiah 49 verses, we will read straight through them. 
Isaiah 49, verses 1, through 3,  
"Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; 
The LORD hath called me from the womb; 
from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name."
"And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, 
and made me a polished shaft; 
in his quiver hath he hid me;"
"And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, 
in whom I will be glorified."
Isaiah 49, verses 4, through 6,

"Then I said, I have laboured in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: 
yet surely my judgment is with the LORD, 
and my work with my God."
"And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb 
to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, 
Though Israel be not gathered, 
yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, 
and my God shall be my strength."
"And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved of Israel: 
I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."
Isaiah 49, verses 7, and 8,

"Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, 
to him whom man despiseth, 
to him whom the nation abhorreth, 
to a servant of rulers, 
Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, 
because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, 
and he shall choose thee."
"Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, 
and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: 
and I will preserve thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
to establish the earth, 
to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;"
We will consider the messages of these verses as we go through them one at a time.
Isaiah 49, verse 1,  

"Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; 

The LORD hath called me from the womb; 

from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name."
Here in verse one, we see that The LORD Himself is talking to someone, and calling them for a particular purpose.

Isaiah 49, verse 2,  

"And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, 

and made me a polished shaft; 

in his quiver hath he hid me;"
Next, in Isaiah 49, verse 2, we see that the LORD has prepared and equipped whoever He is addressing here. The LORD hid him. 
Isaiah 49, verse 3,  
"And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, 

in whom I will be glorified."
Here in verse three, we find who the LORD has addressed, called, prepared, equipped, and hidden. The LORD said, "Thou art my servant, O ISRAEL." So, in this case, it is Israel who is being prepared to glorify the LORD. 
Isaiah 49, verses 4, and 5,  

"Then I said, I have laboured in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: 

yet surely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work with my God."
"And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb 

to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, 

Though Israel be not gathered, 

yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, 

and my God shall be my strength."
Here in verses four and five, Israel is expressing faith in the LORD, judging and deciding with the LORD, and that their work is with their God. This is the believing prophetic remnant of Israel. Israel acknowledges they are the LORD's "servant to bring Jacob again to him." Israel acknowledges that "God shall be my strength" to gather Israel." 
Isaiah 49, verse 6,  

"And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: 

I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 

that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."
Here in Isaiah 49, verse 6, we see what is the impact of this group of verses. Here the LORD tells the believing prophetic remnant of Israel two things. The first is in relation to Israel. "thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel." Then comes the second thing which is in relation to the Gentiles. 
"I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."

There we see it. The LIGHT of God is not only upon Israel, but Israel is for a light to the Gentiles, 
“…that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth." 
That is exactly what Jesus Christ later referred to in several places: 
first in John 4, verse 22,

"Ye worship ye know not what: 

we know what we worship: 

for salvation is of the Jews."
also,  in Matthew 24, verse 14, through 16, when He said, 
"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 

for a witness unto all nations; 

and then shall the end come."
"When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 

spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

stand in the holy place, 

(whoso readeth, let him understand:)"
"Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:"
Israel's LIGHT to the Gentiles did SHINE for a while. But it was withdrawn in Acts 7, when they fell as a nation and as a peculiar treasure. We can see from the context in Matthew 24 that Israel's LIGHT to the Gentiles will come just before the end comes. It will be after the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. It will be in the time of, and just before, the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place.

In the last two verses of this section in Isaiah 49, we see that the LORD uses believing Israel to again establish His authority on the earth.
Isaiah 49, verses 7, and 8,

"Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, 

to him whom man despiseth, 

to him whom the nation abhorreth, 

to a servant of rulers, 

Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, 

because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, 

and he shall choose thee."
"Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, 

and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: 

and I will preserve thee, 

and give thee for a covenant of the people, 

to establish the earth, 

to cause to inherit the desolate heritages;"
As Isaiah 49, verse 3 had said, that will bring glory to the LORD. Genesis 12, verses 1, through 3, tell us that during Israel's covenant keeping rise, the Gentiles can come to God by blessing Israel.
God promised Abram saying, 

"I will bless them that bless thee." 

The "THEM" in that promise is those outside of the seed of Abraham. It is those who blessed Abraham's descendents of promise. That would be Gentiles during the times when Israel is God's people. 

Who was the "THEE" in that promise to 

"bless them that bless THEE"? 

In Galatians 3, verses 6, and 7, God narrows "children of Abraham" to " they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." The whole thrust of Matthew 1, through Acts 8, is God separating out of unbelieving Israel, the believing prophetic remnant according to the promises. They were the ones in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John through Acts 7 who believed the facts of the gospel of God; that Jesus is the prophesied, risen Christ, the Son of God. That little flock was those who were the "THEE" in the promise in Genesis 12, verse 3. 

That believing prophetic remnant which had the LIGHT to which the Gentiles could come, was the little flock in the church of God in Jerusalem which ended through attrition shortly after they pledged in Galatians 2, verse 9, not to preach to the heathen, or to unbelieving Israel, but to go only to the true, believing circumcision. 
Later, after Israel had fallen, we read in Romans 2, verses 11, through 13, and verses 25, through 29, and in Romans 9, verse 30, through Romans 10, verse 5, the Bible narrows Israel to those who also keep the law, therefore, to nobody. 
Armed with those facts, it is obvious that there is no Israel of God on the earth today for any Gentile to bless. No one can come to God anymore by blessing Israel, until Israel is gathered and God gives them 
"... the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him." 
(Zechariah 12, verse 10)
Yet, Christ still came to Israel, offering them the LIGHT.

Now, we come down to the time before Jesus went back to heaven and made revelation to Paul. While He was still on earth, Jesus said to Israel: 
John 8, verse 12,  

"Then spake Jesus again unto them," ["Them" is Israel]
"saying, I am the LIGHT of the world: 

he that followeth me shall not walk in DARKNESS, 

but shall have the LIGHT of life."
Again, the first nine verses of John define Jesus Christ as being the LIGHT of LIFE. Look to see who came to confirm the covenants and promises made to the fathers of the nation Israel, in 


Romans 15, verse 8, 

"Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 

for the truth of God, 

TO CONFIRM THE PROMISES MADE UNTO THE FATHERS:"
When Jesus came to earth, He came to Israel, and for Israel. Jesus did NOT come unrelated to Israel, to immediately offer salvation BOTH to condemned sinners, and at the same time, to offer salvation to Israel to whom God said in 
Leviticus 20, verse 26, 
"And ye shall be holy unto me: 
for I the LORD am holy, 
and have severed you from other people." 
At the time that Jesus came to earth, He came specifically to confirm the promises made unto the fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, and to David. At least that is all that anyone was told before Acts 9.
Remember that Jesus, on earth, claimed in John 8, verse 12, to be

"The LIGHT of the world."

Jesus Christ on earth was the LIGHT of God upon Israel. Jesus Christ on earth was the LIGHT that Israel would shine to the Gentiles. Jesus Christ on earth was the LIGHT of the world to which the Gentiles could come by blessing Israel at that time. That was during the time when Gentiles could come to God by blessing Israel according to prophecy in Genesis 12, verses 1, through 3. 
Those were prophecies for Israel; RELATED to what had been prophesied and written down for centuries. They were UNRELATED to the whole body of mystery information that no one knew about back then, which God purposely kept secret, until Christ began revealing it from heaven to Paul in Acts 9.

Chapter 5:  Israel's Fall Is Documented 
Now, we will explore Israel's fall, and how that relates to the catching up of the body of Christ in the larger picture of things. The revelation was sent to God's people of prophecy, Israel. Israel received all the prophecies of God. They were given the oracles of God. They received the promises, covenants, and the Law. The book of the Revelation is about that remaining seventieth week of Daniel and beyond. Paul talks about the beginning of The Revelation using the word "UNTIL," in.

Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
When the last believer in Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins has believed, then that will be the fulness of the Gentiles being come into the body of Christ. Also at that time, the body of Christ will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and Israel's blindness will no longer be upon them, and fulfillment of Israel's prophecy resumes. That is what we see in the first chapter in the book of Revelation.  

Back when Christ walked the earth, and shortly afterward, Israel had its own ideas of what they wanted, and the Lord allowed them to follow their own will, instead of the will of God. You can see that in Matthew 23, verse 37, as well as in all the actions that Christ allowed, Christ allowed the crucifixion and Israel's rejection of their Messiah in Acts 1, through 8. You can especially see God allowing Israel to make its own choice instead of God's choice in Acts 7, when Israel blasphemed the Holy Ghost in stoning Holy Ghost filled Stephen.

Immediately after Christ's ascension back to heaven, Peter was preaching that if all Israel would believe the gospel of the kingdom that he preached, Jesus would come back to reign over the world from Israel.

Of course, God had full foreknowledge of that from the beginning, and according to Matthew 1, verse 21, God had arranged to send Israel a Saviour who would "save his people (Israel) from their sins." 

From previous studies of the scriptures, we are already aware of several pieces of information. We know that through Israel's history, they were given multiple warnings to separate from the others in the world, and to stop their idol worship and iniquity. 

Exodus 33, verse 16, 

"For wherein shall it be known here 

that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? 

is it not in that thou goest with us? 

so shall we be separated, I and thy people, 

from all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
Leviticus 20, verse 24, 

"But I have said unto you, 

Ye shall inherit their land, 
and I will give it unto you to possess it, 

a land that floweth with milk and honey: 

I am the LORD your God, 

which have separated you from other people."
Leviticus 20, verse 26, 

"And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, 

and have severed you from other people, 

that ye should be mine."
Numbers 23, verse 9, 

"For from the top of the rocks I see him, 

and from the hills I behold him: 

lo, the people shall dwell alone, 

and shall not be reckoned among the nations."
God severed Israel from other people, and told them to be separate from other nations, for the Lord is holy, and Israel was to be holy, set apart. God made that division. God is neither nation chopping, nor Bible chopping. They were not to be like the other nations. Israel was repeatedly told to stop their idol worship, and stop their iniquity. 

We know that Israel consistently returned to idol worship, and to iniquity, and to going astray from God. 

We also know that in His earthly ministry to the circumcision, in Matthew 12, verses 31 and 32, the Lord Jesus Christ warned Israel of what their unforgivable sin would be. The Lord had overlooked Israel's goings astray, repeatedly throughout history. However, here, He is telling Israel that there is going to be an unforgivable sin for them, and don't cross that line.


Matthew 12, verses 31, and 32.

"Wherefore I say unto you, 

All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: 

but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 

shall not be forgiven unto men."
"And whosoever 

speaketh a word against the Son of man, 

it shall be forgiven him:" 

That is exactly what happened. They put Him on the cross, and He said, "Father, forgive them...." They were forgiven.

"but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 

it shall not be forgiven him, 

neither in this world, neither in the world to come."
We also know that in Acts 7, Israel fell from their favored position with God, by committing that unforgivable sin, when they, including Saul of Tarsus, standing there with them, caring for their clothes, consenting unto his death, participating as an accessory, blasphemed the Holy Ghost by martyring Stephen while he was speaking to them from the Holy Ghost.


Jesus Christ foreknew that Israel would reject their Messiah from being their king. He foreknew that Israel would blaspheme against the Holy Ghost. That is why he said in 


John 9, verses 4, and 5,

"I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is DAY: 

the NIGHT cometh, when no man can work."
There you have DAY and NIGHT, LIGHT and DARK.

"As long as I am in the world, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD."
Jesus was the LIGHT. The world was DARK. They needed Him, but they put Him on a cross. However, of course, that was no surprise to God.

That is also why Jesus said in


John 12, verses 35, and 36,  

"Then Jesus said unto them, 

Yet a little while is THE LIGHT with you. 

Walk while ye have THE LIGHT, lest DARKNESS come upon you: 

for he that walketh in DARKNESS knoweth not whither he goeth."
"While ye have LIGHT, believe in THE LIGHT, 

that ye may be the children of LIGHT. 

These things spake Jesus, 

and departed, and did HIDE HIMSELF from them."
After Israel rebelled at the cross, and then when they blasphemed the Holy Ghost in Acts chapter 7, that was their unforgivable sin.

Scripture shows that Israel actually committed the prophesied blaspheming of the Holy Ghost in Acts 7, verses 51, through 59. After listening to Stephen's message to them about Israel's history, and about their frequent goings astray, it ends with:
Acts 7, verse 51, 

"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye."
Acts 7, verse 55, 

"But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,"
Acts 7, verses 58, and 59, 

"And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, 
whose name was Saul."
"And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
When Israel blasphemed against the Holy Ghost, they fell as a nation, favored by God. God never again offered the kingdom from heaven to Israel. Israel had expelled the LIGHT from their nation, and fell into DARKNESS. 

God will keep his promises to Israel in the future, but at that point Israel fell, and by Israel's fall a different salvation is come to the Gentiles, different than the Israel related salvation offered before Israel's blinding and casting away.

God did something new, and He calls it a pattern. He did it first in Paul, and uses the word "protos," like a prototype. It is different from Israel's salvation that was offered to Israel before Israel's blinding and casting away in the last half chapter of Acts. According to Matthew 24, verse 14, God reserved Israel's gospel and salvation for a future time. Here we see some verses that state what I just described.

Matthew 24, verse 14,  

"And this gospel of the kingdom 

shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 

and then shall the end come."
The only time marker in Matthew 24, verse 14, is "the end." God blinded and cast Israel away at the end of Acts. Israel and their gospel of the kingdom are no longer functional. "The end," spoken of in Matthew 24, verse 14, has not come yet. The Bible says that before "the end," Israel's gospel of the kingdom will again be preached, this time in all the world. Therefore, there is a gap in the preaching of Israel's gospel. Today, we are in that gap when Israel's gospel of the kingdom is not valid, and not to be preached. 

Romans 11, verse 11,  

"I say then, Have they stumbled" 

Israel stumbled at the cross. Do you remember? They stumbled at the "stumblingstone and rock of offence." That is explained to Israel in First Peter 2, verses 6, through 8. But we will continue with Romans 11, verse 11.

"... Have they stumbled 

that they should fall? God forbid:" 

Well, the fall was that unforgivable sin, when they fell as a nation, blaspheming the Holy Ghost. The verse is asking, "after Israel stumbled by crucifying their Messiah, did they have to go on to fall as God's favored nation?" No, they did not have to fall. They could have caught themselves, and not continued going farther astray from God. 

Just like after Cain offered the wrong sacrifice, and God said in 

Genesis 4, verse 7, 

"If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? 

and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door," 

Cain chose sin. He chose to remain rebellious in his attitude against God. 

Well, that is what Israel did. They did not repent as Peter preached. They continued on and committed the unforgivable sin a year later in Acts, chapter 7, as "the acceptable year of the Lord" expired. The verses say
"... Have they stumbled 

that they should fall? God forbid: 

but rather through their fall"
In other words, it was not God's will for them to continue rebelling, and fall. But, God allowed it. 

"but rather through their fall 

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 

for to provoke them (Israel) to jealousy."
Therefore, this verse says salvation came to the Gentiles who were in a position to provoke Israel to jealousy. 


Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits;" 

In other words, It is not your doing that has caused Israel to fall. Listen to this. I will tell you a secret. I do not want you to be ignorant of this secret, or this mystery,

"that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
Then, you can see Israel gathered, and the resumption of the fulfilling of prophecy again Revelation, chapter 1. 

Chapter 6:  Israel Fell As Prophesied 
In time past, when Jesus Christ came to walk the earth in Israel as the LIGHT of the world, he came for specific purposes. We have mentioned it before. Let us review.

Romans 15, verse 8, 

"Now I say that 

Jesus Christ was" 

The word "was" is past tense, meaning when He had come to earth earlier.

"Jesus Christ was 

a minister of the circumcision 

for the truth of God," 

Why?

"TO CONFIRM THE PROMISES 

MADE UNTO THE FATHERS:"
Christ came to earth to confirm those promises and covenants made to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob who was renamed Israel, and God confirmed it to the twelve sons of Israel, the tribes, the children of Israel.

Isaiah was a prophet to Israel, and is speaking of himself and Israel. In these following verses, all these words refer to Israel: "we," "us all," "my people," "many," "their" (iniquities), and "the transgressors." 

One of those promises which Jesus Christ came to fulfill, for Israel, we can find seven times in Isaiah 53, verses 6, through 12

Isaiah 53, verse 6,  

"All we [Israel] like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way;" 

Israel was a special people by then. God promised them that He would make them a "holy nation," and a "kingdom of priests." They were not to be like the rest of the world, the Gentiles, the heathen who went about sinning as gleefully as they could. That is not what Israel was to be. 

But Isaiah is taking them to task. He says, 

"All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD hath LAID ON HIM 

THE INIQUITY OF US ALL." [all of Israel]

Isaiah 53, verses 8, through 12, 

"He was taken from prison and from judgment: 

and who shall declare his generation?" 

As a reminder, the word "generation" does not necessarily mean a twenty or thirty year span from fathers, to children, to grandchildren. We often think of the word "generation" in that sense these days. However, generation can mean as a coach generates a great team. Snakes generate other snakes. A generation of vipers does not mean that this whole twenty-year span of people is vipers. Rather, it means, "you Pharisees that I am talking to, you are generated by Vipers. To me, that sounds like a not-so-veiled reference to the Serpent, and that in spirit, they were the Serpent's offspring. So, at this point the prophet is saying

"He was taken from prison and from judgment: 

and who shall declare his generation?" 

In other words, "who shall declare who comes from Him, who He generates"

"for he was cut off out of the land of the living:" 

That is a reference to Psalms 27, verse 13.

"FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF MY PEOPLE" [That is Israel]
WAS HE STRICKEN."
According to the scripture, this person was stricken for the transgression of Israel, of my people. Anything beyond that was kept secret, until Acts 9 at the earliest. Later, Christ revealed more about this from heaven, and then we learn that he "gave Himself a ransom for all." However, that earlier information was correct as far as it went. They were not told everything. There was some information held back. 

They were prophesied a whole lot, but there is a whole other body of information that was kept secret that is called "mystery" information. I am not talking about what Jesus, when He was on earth, referred to as the mysteries of the kingdom. I am talking about the mysteries of the body of Christ that were only revealed to Paul after Paul was saved, starting in Acts chapter nine.


Isaiah 53, verses 9, through 12, 

"And he made his grave with the wicked, 

and with the rich in his death; 

because HE HAD DONE NO VIOLENCE, 

NEITHER WAS ANY DECEIT IN HIS MOUTH."
Jesus Christ was without sin. But they do not know about Jesus Christ by name yet, when this was written. It was not until after this prophecy by Isaiah that Daniel prophesied about the "Messiah" coming, and the seventy weeks, and the Messiah being cut off. All that Israel had been told so far was that this person who would take the sins of Israel on himself, and be stricken for them, was sinless, had no violence, no deceit. 


Isaiah 53, verses 10, through 12, 

"Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; 

he hath put him to grief: 

when THOU SHALT MAKE HIS SOUL 

AN OFFERING FOR SIN, 

he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 

and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand."
"He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: 

by his knowledge shall MY RIGHTEOUS SERVANT" 

Here, this Person gets a name, or at least a title, "my righteous servant." This is talking about Jesus Christ, but they do not know that yet. Israel had not been told that yet. This is a new revelation that He will be called "my righteous servant."


Isaiah 53, verses 11, and 12, 

"by his knowledge shall MY RIGHTEOUS SERVANT 

JUSTIFY MANY; 

FOR HE SHALL BEAR THEIR INIQUITIES."
There it is, two more times. My righteous servant shall justify many. "Many" is not all the world. He takes Israel's transgressions on Himself and is stricken for them; that is, He shall bear their iniquities, their goings astray. And here again, the word "their" in the phrase "their iniquities" is talking about the same people that Isaiah has been talking about all through here, My people, Israel. 


Isaiah 53, verse 12, 

"Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he hath poured out his soul unto death: 

and he was numbered with the transgressors; 

and HE BARE THE SIN OF MANY," 

We find out later, only from Paul, and the revelation that Jesus Christ made from heaven to Paul, that He bore the sin of all people. First Timothy 2, verse 6, says, "He gave himself a ransom FOR ALL. Therefore, when the right time came, God exposed the fact that had been true all along, that Christ died for all; for the whole world. 

That is a new revelation. That is part of the body of mystery information that God kept secret, on purpose, until Christ in heaven began revealing these secrets to us, only through Paul, Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles. Only Paul received those revelations. Peter confirmed it, and verified that Paul's writings were scripture, not just musings and imaginings.

However, up until then, (as stated in Isaiah 53) they were only told that "he bare the sin of MANY." In addition, the word "many" referred to the ones he is talking about, Israel.

"AND MADE INTERCESSION 

FOR THE TRANSGRESSORS."
 So, one of the promises which Jesus Christ came to fulfill in Romans 15, verse 8, was to be stricken 
“for the transgression of my people,” Israel; 
to “make his soul an offering for sin,” 
“for he shall bear their iniquities.” 
“He bare the sin of many,” Israel. 
That is as much as they were told at the time. That is the extent of the information they had been given. There were other facts that we know about now. However, they simply had not been told what was being kept secret. This shows the progressive nature of the Bible. It does tell us more as we go along.

Back then, they did not know about trusting the blood of Jesus Christ having died on the cross at Calvary for our sins. They did not know anything about that. God had not given them that gospel. They had a gospel. "Gospel" means "good news." God was bringing a kingdom to them if they would receive it. Yet they did not receive it. But, that was their good news. It was the gospel of the kingdom. 

Israel's time had run out. They had broken, broken, and broken the covenants that God had given them. Many times, God had mercifully gone beyond their covenants to take Israel back as His people, repeatedly. Finally, the prophesied judgment for their centuries of apostasy, iniquity, and rebellion had come due, and their Messiah had come to be stricken 
“for the transgression of my people,” Israel, 
“to justify many,” 
“to bear their iniquities,” 
and “to bare the sin of many.” 

God would no longer allow them to postpone His sin offering, the Lamb of God. Therefore, God hardened them in their rebellion, until He accomplished Israel's reconciliation by the death of the Lamb of God for Israel's sins. So, with this compulsion, Jesus had said to Israel:

John 9, verse 4,  

"I must work the works of him that sent me, 

WHILE IT IS DAY: 

THE NIGHT COMETH, when no man can work."
Jesus informed Israel that soon He would be absent from them. As we read further in the passage we can see that this time, God had prepared the situation for the completion of Israel's redemption.

John 12, verses 35, through 41, 

"Then Jesus said unto them, 

YET A LITTLE WHILE IS THE LIGHT WITH YOU. 

WALK WHILE YE HAVE THE LIGHT, 

lest DARKNESS COME UPON YOU: 

for he that WALKETH IN DARKNESS 

knoweth not whither he goeth."
"WHILE YE HAVE LIGHT, BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, 

that YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT. 

These things spake Jesus, 

and departed, and DID HIDE HIMSELF from them."
John 12, verses 37, through 41, 

"But though he had done so many miracles before them, 

yet THEY BELIEVED NOT on him:"
Do you see that? As late as John 12, the last week before Christ's crucifixion, Israel's twelve apostles still did not believe on Him. Therefore, earlier, when Christ sent them out in Matthew 10, they were not preaching a gospel that Christ died for our sins. They were preaching the gospel that the kingdom was at hand. Believe that the King is here. Repent about your apostasy, and like sheep, going astray after other gods. That is the gospel they were to preach. That is what their gospel was. It is different isn't it? It is different from "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, that He died for your sins, and be saved." 

John 12, verses 37, through 41, 

"But though he had done so many miracles before them, 

yet THEY BELIEVED NOT on him:"
"That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, 

which he spake, 

Lord, who hath believed our report? 

and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?"
"Therefore THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE, 

because that Esaias said again,"
That is why I said that God hardened them in their position, so that God could go ahead and finish the reconciliation of Israel. 

John 12, verses 40, and 41,
"He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; 

that they should not see with their eyes, 

nor understand with their heart, 

and be converted, 

and I should heal them."
"These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him."
Webster's dictionary says that "DARK" means "destitute of LIGHT or "lacking ILLUMINATION." So then, what is it, that when missing, produces the DARKNESS? That is LIGHT! And, who is the LIGHT of the world? The Lord Jesus Christ!

Jesus did HIDE Himself from them as a mere preview, or a confirmation for Israel, who requires a sign, that in the future, Jesus would be gone from them. The LIGHT had to leave Israel in order for God to reveal His hidden wisdom to Paul, for us. 

One reason why Jesus Christ had come was to fulfill the promises made to the fathers, part of which, He did at the cross.
After Israel's fall in Acts 7, God never again offered the kingdom from heaven to Israel on earth. From then until now, that offer has continued to be withdrawn. Israel's bright LIGHT, the LIGHT of the world, to which the Gentiles would come, was no longer LIGHTING the world. Jesus Christ, the LIGHT of the world had gone. It was NIGHT. 

Section 2
The Light on Paul and the Body of Christ

Chapter 7:  Light Shined On Paul To Save Some Jews 
We have been talking about the LIGHT, and the LIGHT throughout history. God provided LIGHT. Jesus Christ was the LIGHT of the world. For a long time, God's LIGHT was upon Israel. The Lord connected His presence with LIGHT. We have just finished considering how that Israel fell, and lost that LIGHT. The world lost the LIGHT too.

We know that shortly after Israel fell, God saved into the body of Christ, unforgivable Saul of Tarsus. God did not lie, or break His own rules in order to save Saul. One current meaning of the word "dispensation" is "exemption." By following that line of thinking, Christ gave Paul a dispensation, an exemption from never being forgiven for his blasphemy of the Holy Ghost. The exemption was in the form of the new pattern that Christ started by saving the unforgivable, sinner Paul. 
However, Christ did not merely excuse Paul's, or our, sins. Christ judged, condemned, and paid the penalty for Paul's sins, and for our sins. After Paul, we as sinners can follow Paul, the chief of sinners, by coming to God as a sinner too, believing on Christ to life everlasting.

God saved Saul of Tarsus in a different way, by a new and different gospel, in Acts 9, separating him unto what Romans 1 verses 1 through 4 calls “the gospel of God,” being the facts about the identity of Jesus. 


Acts 9, verse 3,  



"And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: 



and suddenly there shined round about him 



A LIGHT FROM HEAVEN:"


The Lord appeared as a LIGHT from heaven. And, It was Jesus. Acts 22, verse 14 tells that Saul of Tarsus actually saw that Just One and heard the voice of his mouth. Saul did not just see an image of Jesus. Saul of Tarsus met Jesus there on the road to Damascus. He knew Him there in His resurrected, glorified body. Saul had never known Jesus on earth, before His ascension, according to Second Corinthians 5, verse 16.

Who was that LIGHT? 


Acts 9, verses 5, and 6,  



"And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 



And the Lord said, I AM JESUS whom thou persecutest: 



it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks."
The LIGHT shining on Saul of Tarsus was Jesus Christ.

"And he trembling and astonished said, 

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 

and it shall be told thee what thou must do."
Saul of Tarsus became submissive. He was obedient. When Saul realized it was Jesus, he did not argue with Him. He probably expected to be struck dead for having just committed the unforgivable sin, like Ananias and Sapphira did. They fell dead.

Then, a few years later, the Holy Ghost called Paul, and sent him to do "the work" in Acts 13, verses 1, through 4. In that early sending, which the Holy Ghost called "the work," Paul went to, and preached the gospel of salvation to whom he was sent, as he said in Acts 13, verses 26, and 46. The Bible identified those to whom Paul was sent, and to whom Paul went as being those who were IN THOSE SYNAGOGUES who were "CHILDREN of the stock of Abraham, AND whosoever among you (Israel) FEARETH God, TO YOU (Jews and Greeks) is the word of THIS SALVATION sent." Paul is not talking about that previous salvation message given only to Israel for which Saul was not eligible, but "this salvation" message by which chief sinner Saul of Tarsus was saved. 

"It was NECESSARY that the word of God should FIRST have been spoken TO YOU (Jews and Greeks)." Was it necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to the synagogue Jews and Greeks? The Bible says so. I believe the Bible. That explains a lot of Paul's special instructions in his Acts period epistles that religious people either argue about, or separate about. Those are moot instructions, not given to all the body of Christ, but only to those in the special situations addressed therein. Paul stated his mission and motive in Romans 11, verses 1 through 7, Romans 10, verse 1, Romans 9, verses 1 through 5, 1 Corinthians 9, verses 19-20). Let us look at the verses about to whom did Paul preach when he preached the gospel of salvation about what Jesus did, and not merely the gospel of who Jesus is, as in Acts 17, verses 1, through 3. Here are the verses about to whom Paul preached the gospel of salvation.


Acts  13, verses 26, and 46.

"Men and brethren, 

children of the stock of Abraham, 

and whosoever among you feareth God, 

TO YOU is the word of THIS SALVATION SENT."

Does this say that it had been sent to all people yet? It says,

"TO YOU is the word of THIS SALVATION SENT.

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, 

It was NECESSARY that the word of God 

should FIRST have been spoken to you:" 

Was it optional that Paul go to the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles first? We just read that it was NECESSARY that the word of God should FIRST have been spoken to you, you Jews and Greeks, you children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God. "Among you" was in the synagogue. It turns out, that was who Paul went to, as you trace it through Acts. His custom was to go from synagogue to synagogue. If there was no synagogue, he found where the Jews were meeting and met with them there.

"but seeing ye put it from you, 

and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 

lo, we turn to the Gentiles."
Believe your Bible. It says, "we turn to THE GENTILES." Don't try to change it to read "we turn to ALL THE GENTILES." By the time of Acts 13, there is no indication in the Bible that Paul even knew yet that eventually, he would be sent to cursed (Genesis 12, verse 3) Gentiles, instead of only the Israel-blessing Gentiles who were in the promises, by being in the larger commonwealth of Israel, by blessing Israel. In fact, Romans 11, verse 11, even tells us which Gentiles that salvation came to, the ones in a position "to provoke them to jealousy," the Gentiles that those Jews came in contact with and could view, right there in the synagogues, the Greeks.

In Romans 11, verse 5, and in First Corinthians 9, verses 19, and 20, Paul tells for what reason he was sent to the Jew first and also to the Greek Gentiles in the synagogues. They were called, the Greeks.


Romans 11, verse 5,  

"Even so then at this present time also 

there is a remnant according to the election of grace."
Those words are not meaningless. God put them there on purpose. There really was a remnant of Israelites to whom God was offering grace for them to elect, in other words, to choose. That was not a remnant according to prophecy. There was a remnant according to prophecy. It was the little flock, church of God in Jerusalem, headed by Peter, and James, and Israel's apostles and elders. However, that is not what Paul means. In addition to that remnant according to prophecy, 

"There is a remnant according to the election of grace," 

the choice of grace, those who chose grace. Paul is talking about those Jews and Greeks he went to, that had not heard that gospel before. Paul was giving them an opportunity to hear and believe the gospel by which Christ saved him, knowing that soon, God would blind and cast away apostate Israel. They had already fallen as a nation when they committed their unforgivable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost in Acts, chapter 7. 

So, let us look at


First Corinthians 9, verses 19, through 22, 

"For though I be free from all men, 

yet have I made myself servant unto all, 

that I might gain the more."
"And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 

that I might gain the Jews;" 

Paul had it on his heart to gain the Jews. Romans 9, verses 1 through 5, and Romans 10, verses 1 and 2 confirm that fact.

"to them that are under the law, as under the law, 

that I might gain them that are under the law;"
Well, Paul had already talked about the Jews, so here are some other people that were not Jews, but were under the Law, fearing the God of Abraham. But next, we read about people who are without the law.

"To them that are without law, 

as without law," 

Those were people outside the synagogue. They were people that did not care about Israel, or about God.

"(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) 

that I might gain them that are without law."
"To the weak became I as weak, 

that I might gain the weak: 

I am made ALL things to ALL men, 

that I might by ALL MEANS save some."
That was Paul's goal; to save some of those Jews before Israel's total blinding and casting away occurred. Israel had already fallen, but somewhere between Acts 7 and Acts 28, probably before Acts 15, Israelites could no longer believe the gospel of the kingdom for salvation.

Let me put it this way. There was a remnant according to prophecy that came out from apostate Israel. That was one of God's goals in Matthew 1, through Acts 7. God was separating out those who would believe Israel's gospel. They were that remnant according to prophecy that would believe. They were the little flock. Jesus Christ started that little flock church in Matthew 16. He added to that church during the Pentecost Feast sermons of Peter. 

In Galatians chapter 2, verse 9, you can read about the Acts 15 meeting where Israel's apostles, and elders, with James, Peter, John, them which were of reputation, who seemed to be pillars, agreed to go to the circumcision, not to the uncircumcision. They agreed to limit their preaching and teaching to those who already were the true circumcision in that Jerusalem church, those who already were believers in the gospel of the circumcision. They agreed not to reach out in evangelism anymore. They loosed themselves and bound over to Paul the people covered by that part of Israel's commission that had been their responsibility, to "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel."

From that point onward, there was no one added to that little flock, kingdom church of God in Jerusalem. People could have blessed Israel and received a blessing from God, according to Genesis 12, verse 3. However, after those people in the Jerusalem church of God died out, since that church was not to be added to, there was nobody left for Gentiles to bless. God cut off "Apostate Israel" in the last half chapter of Acts, and "believing Israel" died out soon after that. There was no Israel to bless in order to receive a blessing of God. Moreover, that situation continues today. 

God has not yet gathered Israel again. You can see, in the Bible, when that will change. At that time, according to 

Zechariah 12, verse 10,  

"And I will pour upon the house of David, 

and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

the spirit of grace and of supplications: 

and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 

and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 

and shall be in bitterness for him, 

as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
However, until then, there is no "Israel of God." Israel is still blinded and cast away. No one can come to God by blessing Israel anymore. In the future, God will gather Israel back. That is going to happen, but it has not happened yet. Israel is not that United Nations State called Israel which is over there now. They are not a holy nation. When God gathers the true Israel back to the Land, they will be that peculiar treasure, and HOLY nation, and a whole kingdom of priests.
Chapter 8:  Paul As Light Of The Gentiles 
It was only to Paul that Jesus Christ committed the gospel (the good news) of Christ (Messiah) by which God said He saves those who believe on Him to have raised Christ from the dead, with the death penalty for all of our sins paid for, by Jesus Christ having died for our sins. God said that He would save those who believe on Him, and we believe God to be true. That is what Romans 4, verses 20, through 25 is all about, believing what God said. God said He saves those who believe on Him, to do for them what He said He would do, and He does. He said He justifies us, and He does. 

Believe on Christ on the basis that He is the Son of God, He arose from the dead, and by dying that death penalty for our sins, He died for all our sins. Christ did not have any sins remaining on Him when He arose from the dead. They are gone. Christ has already taken and died the punishment for all sins that humanity will ever commit. Any and all sins you will ever commit are already paid for by Christ dying on the cross.

Do you believe that Christ already paid the full penalty for all your sins when He died for our sins? Christ only gave that gospel to Paul to dispense. Paul dispensed that gospel to us in his thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon. Today, salvation is only by believing Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. No one had what the Bible names as the gospel of Christ before Christ made it available, and made people aware of it. Christ only started revealing the gospel of Christ when He saved Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9. Paul was the very first person that Christ ever saved this way. We will look to see that in 

First Timothy 1, verses 15, and 16  

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to SAVE SINNERS; 

of whom I am CHIEF."
"Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 

IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 

FOR A PATTERN to them which should HEREAFTER 

believe on him to life everlasting."
Saul was the first, as the verse just said. Christ saved Saul of Tarsus first as a pattern for those who would follow as a sinner, after the chief of sinners, receiving salvation into the body of Christ. Everyone from Moses to Paul was supposed to follow the Law. Well, nobody could keep the Law, but very few of Israel took the hint that they needed a Saviour like the rest of the world. One scriptural purpose of the Law was to prove that everybody, even Israel needs a Saviour.

Do you believe that Christ already paid the penalty for all of your sins when He died for your sins? Christ only gave that gospel to Paul to dispense to us, by which to be saved. 


Acts 13, verse 47,  



"For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 



I have set thee to be A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES," 

Do you remember we read that when the LIGHT was upon Israel, the Lord had set Israel to be a LIGHT to the Gentiles? BUT NOW, Israel has fallen and now Paul says in 


Acts 13, verse 47,  



"For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 



I have set thee to be A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, 

that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth."
Not only was THE LIGHT of Jesus Christ on Paul, but Christ revealed to Paul that with THE LIGHT, now gone for awhile from Israel, Paul is now THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES.

That gospel is not in the epistles of the prophetic writers in the Bible. Those prophetic writers wrote about God's kingdom coming out of heaven to rule the world from Israel, and they wrote about the gospel of that kingdom. That collection of prophecy was written, and preserved over hundreds, and even thousands of years. All of that prophecy was a collection of given knowledge. It was well known having been given for that purpose, that it would be known, and preached. However, that collection of prophesied information is not the only thing that God knew, and it is not the only thing that God planned to eventually reveal to humanity. Actually, there was a whole other collection of information that God first began revealing to humanity when He saved Saul of Tarsus. That later body of knowledge is called "mystery." 

Luke, the historian, and writer of Luke and of Acts, accurately reported the words of Paul, when Paul preached the gospel during the writing of Acts. However, the gospel of Christ was not committed to Luke to dispense to us. Luke did what God wanted him to do by faithfully reporting Paul's actions and statements during that period. We can read in Acts that Paul traveled, and went to the synagogues. We can read Paul's separate callings and sendings. 

In Acts 17, verses 2, and 3, Paul accomplished his goal of dispensing the gospel of Christ, using his mode of operation to go to a town, find where the Jews met on the Sabbath, and for three Sabbath meetings, he would preach to them the gospel of God, which declares the identity of Jesus. Christ originally separated Paul unto that gospel of God. 


Acts 17, verses 2, and 3.

"And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, 

and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,"
"Opening and alleging, 

that Christ must needs have suffered, 

and risen again from the dead; 

and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ."
Then, those who believed about who Jesus is, would get to hear Paul preach to them God's power to save them by the gospel of Christ, which is the gospel or good news about what Christ did for them. In Acts 17, after Paul preached in Thessalonica the identity of Jesus that he calls the gospel of God in 1 Thessalonians 2, verses 2, 8, and 9, the apostate Jews chased him out of town before he had the opportunity to preach to them the gospel of Christ about what Christ did for them, to save them. 

Acts 17, verses 5, and 6,  

"But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, 

took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, 

and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, 

and assaulted the house of Jason, 

and sought to bring them out to the people."
"And when they found them not, 

they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, 

These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;"
Acts 17, verses 7, through 9,
"Whom Jason hath received: 

and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 

saying that there is another king, one Jesus."
"And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, 

when they heard these things."
"And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, 

they let them go."
Acts 17, verse 10,

"And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas 

by night unto Berea: 

who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews."
Acts 17, verse 13,  

"But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge 

that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, 

they came thither also, and stirred up the people."
"And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul 

to go as it were to the sea: 

but Silas and Timotheus abode there still."
"And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: 

and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus 

for to come to him with all speed, they departed."
We can read about what happened after that, in these next verses.


First Thessalonians 3, verses 1, and 2,

"Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, 

we thought it good to be left at Athens alone;"
"And sent Timotheus, 

our brother, and minister of God, 

and our fellowlabourer in THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, 

to ESTABLISH you, and to comfort you concerning YOUR FAITH:"
Timothy was Paul's fellow labourer in the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, preaching together the good news about what Christ did to save us, dying for our sins. So Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to preach to them the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, so they could believe, and be established. They had not been stablished. They were not yet stable, until they were saved by believing this gospel of Christ, which Paul sent Timothy to preach unto them. Before that, they were still in that Jewish doctrine which they had learned in the synagogue whereby they had to continue. 

Under the covenants, they had to endure the fiery trial of their faith. They had to endure to the end to gain salvation, in the last time, when Christ returns. 

However, we are saved under different conditions. We are saved at the time we believe the gospel which Paul preached. 


Let us look at the results further in the chapter.


First Thessalonians 3, verses 6,  and 7,

"But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, 

and brought us good tidings of YOUR FAITH and charity, 

and that ye have good remembrance of us always, 

desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you:"
"Therefore, brethren, 

we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress 

BY YOUR FAITH:"
Paul and Timothy were comforted by their FAITH. That had been their purpose. It was to establish them in their faith. The Thessalonians had believed. They had faith in the gospel of Christ crucified, which saved them. It was the gospel that "Christ died for our sins."

Paul described that gospel of Christ as the power of God unto salvation. It was the gospel with which Paul sent back Timothy to establish them in their faith.  First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4, detail the gospel of salvation. 


First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4.

"Moreover, brethren, 

I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you," 

not the other gospel; not the one you knew all along in the synagogue; not the gospel that Peter only preaches for Israel, but ...

"... the gospel which I preached unto you, 

which also ye have received, 

and wherein ye stand;"
"By which also ye are saved," 

Getting saved is an event. It is something that happens. The verse says, "You are saved. It is NOT something for which you are waiting. Do you see that it is in the present tense? It is NOT like it is with Israel when it says, "such as should be saved." It is NOT like it is with Israel when it says, "To them gave he power TO BECOME the sons of God ...." That was what Israel was offered, an opportunity to someday be saved, to someday become the sons of God. The Bible says that to, and about Israel in John 1, verse 12, when Christ came to earth. 

It is different for believers in Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. The verse just said, "by which also ye ARE saved." We are NOT just given the "power TO BECOME the sons of God," as Israel is in John 1, verse 12. We are NOT just "such as SHOULD be saved," as Israel is in Acts 2, verse 47. We are NOT those who must "endure to the end" to be saved in the end, as Israel is in Matthew 24, verse 13. For believers in the only gospel by which we are saved today, the Bible says, "ye ARE saved." in First Corinthians 15, verse 2, and in Ephesians 2, verse 5. It is an event. 

In considering that event for yourself, 

"... ye are saved,

if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you," 

There Paul said it again. It is so important to separate out the gospel Paul preaches which Christ revealed to him. We must rightly divide Paul's gospel of Christ, from other gospels in the rest of the Bible. That is when that salvation event takes place, when you believe Paul's gospel of Christ crucified, for your sins. 

"unless ye have believed in vain."
The verse does NOT say "are believing in vain." It says "have believed in vain." It is in vain to believe Israel's gospel. It does not work anymore. We need to believe Paul's gospel, that which he is explaining here.

"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 

how that Christ died FOR OUR sins according to the scriptures;"
Its a done deal. Its already accomplished. All your sins are already died for. The penalty is fully paid. 

"And that he was buried, 

and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"
Those verses make clear God's good news to save those who hear about, and believe on God to have raised Jesus Christ from the dead without Him still bearing any of our sins for which He died, paying the death penalty that any of those sins of ours demanded. As you can see, that is quite new, different, and separate from any gospel given earlier, only to Israel about changing their mind about their apostasy (repenting), and identifying in water with the name of Jesus (water baptized), the announced Messiah whose earthly kingdom out of heaven was at hand. They were to believe that it was at hand now. That was their good news, their gospel. They were to believe the gospel that their kingdom was at hand. What they had been waiting so long for had been within their grasp, Israel's grasp.

Chapter 9:  Christ's Light On Paul Showing Grace To All 
To sum up the review so far: after Israel fell in Acts 7, and then after God set up a formerly secret pattern for saving believers into the body of Christ, then Israel diminished more and more. You can see that diminishing going on, step by step as you read further in Acts. Then, late in Acts, Christ sent Paul to preach that same message of salvation to all men, not just to the Jew first and also to the Greek in the synagogue anymore which "the work" required, to which he was sent. When Paul started preaching that same salvation message to all men, he began calling it the gospel of the grace of God. Following awhile after that, Israel was blinded and cast away in the last half chapter of Acts. 

You hate even to think about that. God's peculiar treasure above all people had fallen to common man status. They had squandered their favored calling. They had disregarded God's will to the point that they stumbled at the stone of stumbling. Then, they fell, and were blinded in part, snared, broken, taken, cut off, driven to DARKNESS, fully blinded, and cast away. But it is a fact. It happened. Eventually, God will gather Israel back into the land. God will keep all His promises that He made to Israel. He will keep them with Israel. It wouldn't be keeping a promise if He kept it to someone else, and yet did not keep it to whom He promised it. Part of the promise is the recipient.

Then, after the end of Acts, Paul wrote what are often called his prison epistles, or post Acts epistles in which he addresses all men regardless of their background or former beliefs, regardless of their blessing or cursing Israel, or not. In Paul's post Acts epistles, he preaches the gospel of the grace of God to all men, and teaches how to propagate the gospel and doctrine. Jesus Christ in heaven had revealed it, to him for us, as God's final and complete revelation to man. Paul had filled up, or fulfilled the word of God.

According to Romans 11, verse 25, Israel will remain blinded "until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in." Before we can know when the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, we need to find out what the Gentiles are coming into now. We read before about Christ saving Paul by a new pattern, with a new gospel. That will lead us to understand, into what God is bringing the Gentiles now.

God did something new in order to save the unforgivable, blasphemer, Saul of Tarsus, to show His incomprehensible grace, and to save us who believe the gospel which was first revealed to Paul. Only Paul wrote about that new thing which God did, and he wrote about it in his epistles of Romans through Philemon. He called it a pattern for us to follow in


First Timothy 1, verses 15, and 16,  

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 

of whom I am chief."
There had been a great emphasis on living righteously, all the way up until Saul of Tarsus was saved. They tried to live by the Law, and to live a perfect life, if that was possible. Well, everyone who tried it proved that was NOT possible. They proved that they needed a Saviour. That was one purpose for the Law, that humankind would see that we need a Saviour. 

Therefore, when Christ saved Saul of Tarsus, it was the introduction of this new phase where God is exposing His grace, showing us that we cannot be saved by trying to be a perfect follower of the Law, but only by the grace of God. We cannot follow Israel's Law. Trusting at all in the Law is not fully trusting on Christ to have died the death penalty for all your sins. Here, we will look at the verses again.


First Timothy 1, verses 12, through 16,  

"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"
"Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 

but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."
"And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant 

with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."

First Timothy 1, verses 15, through 16,  

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 

of whom I am chief."
The word "chief" is the head, or the first one, the beginning. Paul was saying, "I am the prototype." In other words, "I am the first one saved as a sinner." That is why Paul says to "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." We can only come in now, as sinners too, following the chief of sinners. We have absolutely no basis to claim, "Look Lord, at how good I am. I have gone to church 51 Sundays this year or maybe even 52. I have always tithed, and I gave an eleventh percent, just to be on the safe side. Lord, when you consider letting me into your heaven, don't forget to count all these things I have done, in addition to believing that Christ died for sinners." I am also counting on these, Lord, to help get me in. 

Are you? Well, then you are not trusting fully in Christ alone to have died for all your sins, to have already accomplished your salvation, are you? You believe that you have to add to what Christ did for you, and that it alone was not enough to save you. In the next verse, Paul went on to say,

"Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that IN ME FIRST" 

There is the beginning of something. "IN ME FIRST"

"Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, FOR A PATTERN" 

You know what a pattern is, don't you? You make a pattern first, so that you can make copies from the pattern. It is the first of a kind. 

Jesus Christ was longsuffering FOR a pattern, not AS a pattern. Christ's longsuffering was NOT the pattern. The longsuffering was FOR the pattern that Christ set up for Saul of Tarsus. To help us understand about the longsuffering of Christ, let us look back two verses earlier, to see an earlier comment about it in 

First Timothy 1, verses 12, through 14.

"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"
"Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious:" 

Paul admitted that he was an unforgivable blasphemer. Paul was ineligible for salvation into Israel's kingdom, through Israel's gospel of the kingdom. That was the only means of salvation known at, or before that time. 

First Timothy 1, verses 13, through 14.

"Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 

but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."
"And the GRACE of our Lord was exceeding abundant 

with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus."
That "GRACE of our Lord," being "exceeding abundant" is what Paul is talking about in verse 16, when he says, " that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering ...." The Lord Jesus Christ suffered long with Saul of Tarsus. He did not give up on him. Christ saved him. That EXCEEDING ABUNDANT GRACE of our Lord is what caused Him to SUFFER LONG, to set up that new pattern by which Saul of Tarsus was the first to be saved. That is the longsuffering in verse 16. Christ's pattern was that Paul was the first one to "believe on him to life everlasting."

"... that IN ME FIRST

Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 

FOR A PATTERN to them which should 

HEREAFTER BELIEVE on him to life everlasting."
The word "hereafter" in First Timothy 1, verse 16, means "after Paul's salvation event" reported here. Now, we can come to God apart from Israel if we will "believe on him to life everlasting" because "Christ died for our sins." Christ shows us the same longsuffering to save us as sinners, following the chief of sinners in believing on Christ to life everlasting.

So, that is the pattern, believing on Christ to life everlasting. It says "hereafter." That is those of us who come after Paul first believed, those of us who have believed on Christ to life everlasting, as it says. We believe on Christ to supply us that salvation when we have believed that Christ died for our sins. 

Christ saved Saul of Tarsus by this new gospel, and sent him to spread it, to tell us about it by preaching about it, and writing about it. Now, we can see what it is that God is saving all believing Gentiles into, after He saved Saul as a pattern for us who believe and follow in the same way of which Saul was chief. 

Actually, God was saving more than merely Gentiles by that pattern, through that gospel, into the one body of Christ. Some of the Jews were eligible to hear Paul's gospel and believe it. Not all the descendants of Abraham were considered the children of Abraham, or the true circumcision. God placed two more limiters on them after narrowing down the recipients of the promises to Isaac, and then to Jacob. Then Christ inspired Paul to say to the Galatian former synagogue goers, 

Galatians 3, verses 6, and 7,  

"Even as Abraham believed God, 

and it was accounted to him for righteousness."
"Know ye therefore that THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH, 

the same are the children of Abraham."
And later Paul said, "if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision."

Romans 2, verse 25,  

"For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou KEEP THE LAW: 

but if thou be a breaker of the law, 

thy circumcision is made uncircumcision."
Titus 3, verse 9,  

"But AVOID foolish questions, and GENEALOGIES, 

and contentions, and strivings about the law; 

for they are unprofitable and vain."
So, to truly be the Israel of God, God required more of the Jews than to merely have the right genealogy, about which body of Christ members are instructed not to worry. But, Jews also had to believe that Jesus is their risen Messiah (Galatians 3, verses 6, and 7), as well as keep all the Law, all the time (Romans 2, verse 25). Those called out ones, in that little flock, led by Israel's twelve apostles, and the Unction of the Holy Ghost, were the only ones fulfilling God's faith requirement to be the true circumcision, descendents of Abraham. God considered the rest of them, not true Israel, not the children of Abraham, not having that special status with God.

Christ saved Saul with no special status. Blessing Israel was not part of Saul's salvation. Christ saved Saul as the chief of sinners. He knew that receiving Christ's good news of salvation was his only way to avoid the condemnation that would have been coming to him for blaspheming the Holy Ghost. When Saul saw Jesus Christ from heaven, he knew he was condemned, he knew that judgment was due him. But what Saul of Tarsus came to realize was that judgment had already been carried out, on Jesus Christ, on the cross. There was no judgment left to be carried out on him. 

Romans 8, verses 33, and 34,  

"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 

It is God that justifieth."
"Who is he that condemneth? 

It is Christ that died, 

yea rather, that is risen again, 

who is even at the right hand of God, 

who also maketh intercession for us."
We follow Christ and His pattern today by following Paul into Christ, coming to God as sinners too, behind the chief of sinners. That is one way that we follow Paul as Paul followed Christ.

After Christ saved Saul and began revealing long held secrets to him, we learn what else God started with that pattern which he set up.


First Corinthians 12, verses 13, and 27,  

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body," 

not baptized into water. That was Israel's initiation into their kingdom.

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; 

and have been all made to drink into one Spirit."
"Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular."
Now the point here is that we have been tracing the "LIGHT" down through history. We saw that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and that he made all things. We saw that in the Word was life that was the LIGHT of men. We also saw that as the Word created all things, the LIGHT was prominent, and the absence of LIGHT was DARKNESS. Then we saw that God's LIGHT rested upon Israel for a while, until they fell as a nation, in Acts 7. Next, we saw that God removed the LIGHT from Israel, and then, the LIGHT of the world, Jesus Christ, appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus. Then, a few years later, the Lord set Paul "to be a LIGHT of the Gentiles." Specifically, the Lord sent Paul to the Gentiles to which Paul obediently preached to having found them blessing Israel in the synagogues. They were “the Gentiles” in a position to provoke Israel to jealousy.

Acts 13, verse 47,  

"For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 

I have set thee to be a LIGHT of the Gentiles, 

that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth."
Chapter 10:  The Light On The Body Of Christ 
When the Gentiles, who were unassociated with Israel, alien from Israel, come to God through the gospel that Christ committed to Paul to dispense to us, then God SHINES in our hearts, and we in the body of Christ, SHINE as LIGHTS in the world.


Second Corinthians 4, verse 6,  

"For God, who commanded the LIGHT to shine out of darkness, 

hath SHINED in our hearts, 

to give the LIGHT of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Jesus Christ."

Philippians 2, verse 15,  

"That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 

among whom ye SHINE AS LIGHTS in the world;"
Jesus Christ had earlier identified himself as the LIGHT of the world, and when Saul of Tarsus received salvation, he saw Jesus Christ, as a BRIGHT LIGHT, and he heard Jesus saying, "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." At that point, Christ began associating his LIGHT, with his revelation to Saul, and with the body of Christ.

Ephesians 5:8 
For ye were sometimes DARKNESS, 
but now are ye LIGHT in the Lord: 
walk as children of LIGHT:
Jesus Christ saved Saul of Tarsus by this new gospel which is part of the new pattern that Christ started with Saul. Saul was not forgivable, or savable in Israel's kingdom program, by Israel's kingdom gospel, because he had blasphemed the Holy Ghost right there in scripture at the end of Acts 7. 

Jesus saved Saul of Tarsus by this new gospel and committed that gospel to Paul, to eventually spread to the world. We get Paul's preaching to us in Paul's epistles, which are Romans through Philemon, by reading and believing the Bible. Paul's epistles are the last things written in the Bible, written after Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts. Paul's revelations are the last words of Christ to us. 

Paul preached that gospel in Antioch of Pisidia. Israel having already fallen by then, Christ reveals to Paul that he has set Paul "to be a LIGHT of the Gentiles." Again, Christ was then associating LIGHT with the body of Christ, and with Paul's gospel, and commission. By that, please understand that Paul did NOT become Israel. Israel had lost their LIGHT, having fallen by committing their unforgivable sin in Acts 7. Christ set Paul to be a LIGHT unto the Gentiles.

Today, God saves those who believe Paul's gospel for salvation, not Israel's circumcision gospel which Jesus Christ Himself taught only to Israel when He walked the earth as a minister of the circumcision. The one holy Spirit baptizes into one body, the body of Christ, those who believe Paul's gospel of salvation. So that now, according to Philippians 2, verse 15, we "SHINE AS LIGHTS in the world." Jesus is the LIGHT of the world, and we are in Christ. Christ is in you, the hope of glory. We are the LIGHTS in the world. The LIGHT is in us, and we SHINE THAT LIGHT of the world, to the rest of the world, to the Gentiles. 

You may recall in Galatians 2, verse 9, the little flock, the Israel of God pledged not to go to anyone but the true circumcision with their gospel of the circumcision. Therefore, they were not adding anyone to their church. When they died out, that only left unbelieving, apostate Israel remaining alive. They were the ones whom Romans 2, verse 25, classifies as uncircumcision because they could not keep all the Law. Galatians 3, verses 6, and 7, classifies them as not being the children of Abraham because they did not have faith that Jesus is the Christ, the risen Son of God. And so, they were quite eligible to hear Paul's gospel of salvation since Paul taught at the end of Acts, that at that time, his gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, was Israel's only hope.

Acts 28, verse 20,  

"For this cause therefore have I called for you, 

to see you, and to speak with you: 

because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain."
Paul had been arrested and chained for preaching the gospel to all people. Paul preached his gospel of Christ crucified for our sins to Israelites as well as to non-Israelites. Specifically, the Israelites had objected to Paul preaching to non-Israelites. However, that is who Christ sent Paul to with this gospel. It was to all people, including non-Israelites, and those who were never associated with Israel, but also including Israel. Therefore, Paul's gospel was Israel's only hope.

Chapter 11:  Contrasting Israel To The Body Of Christ 
We have been mainly talking about Israel. Before discovering what the Bible teaches regarding the catching up of the body of Christ, may we focus on the contrast between Israel and the body of Christ. In contrasting them, we will first look at some of the distinguishing characteristics of the prophesied coming down of Christ to Israel, with His promised kingdom from heaven. 

That was what God covenanted to Israel all along, that they would enter and possess the land, and that they would rule the world from the land. God covenanted to Israel that their kingdom would be dominant, that they would be the head, and the Gentile nations would be the tail, when Israel keeps their part of that covenant, according to Deuteronomy 28, verses 1, 2, 9, 10, 13, and 14. Let us start reading at 

Deuteronomy 28, verses 1, and 2,  

"And it shall come to pass, 
if thou shalt hearken diligently unto 
the voice of the LORD thy God, 
to observe and to do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, 
that the LORD thy God will set thee on high 
above all nations of the earth:"
"And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, 
if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God."
Deuteronomy 28, verses 9, and 10,  

"The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, 

as he hath sworn unto thee, 

if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, 

and walk in his ways."
"And all people of the earth shall see 

that thou art called by the name of the LORD; 

and they shall be afraid of thee."
Deuteronomy 28, verses 13, and 14,  

"And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; 

and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; 

if that thou hearken unto 

the commandments of the LORD thy God, 

which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:"
"And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words 

which I command thee this day, 

to the right hand, or to the left, 

to go after other gods to serve them."
Right now, Israel is not keeping their covenant. Israel is Loammi. They are not now God's people, and for now, God will not be their God. For now, while Israel is not keeping their part of that covenant, they will be the tail, and not the head, according to 

Deuteronomy 28, verses 15, 43, through 45,

"But it shall come to pass, 

if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, 

to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes 

which I command thee this day; 

that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:"
"The stranger that is within thee 

shall get up above thee very high; 

and thou shalt come down very low."
"He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: 

he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail."
"Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, 
and shall pursue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; 
because thou hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, 
to keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded thee:"
But in prophecy, and in the future, Israel will rise, according to 
Isaiah 60, verse 3   

"And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 

and kings to the brightness of thy rising."
How foolish for anyone to say that the Gentiles will always be the head as they are now, and that Israel will always be the tail as they are now. NO! God said it will be the other way around, even though we do not see it being that way now; because during this current dispensation of the grace of God, Israel is cast away from God, since they broke His covenant. How foolish to try to insert ourselves into God's promises to Israel, because God did not promise them to us. We are fooling ourselves if we try that. God promised us something else, in some ways, something better. It is much better for us to go with God's revelation to us, and find out what God promised us, instead of trying to usurp Israel's promises.
In our study, we are still comparing Israel with the body of Christ. Therefore, in order to understand Israel better, consider that Ezekiel, chapters 36, and 37, mention the "land" about 14 times in those two prophetic chapters about the future. Israel will dwell in "the land," on earth, as promised to them. 
All of the promises that God made with Israel, God will keep with Israel. It is stated very plainly in Ezekiel 36, and 37. You can read those two chapters. It is exciting reading. I encourage you to read them for yourself, and confirm to yourself that God will keep His promises to Israel. What God has promised to us, is something different. We don't walk by seeing signs, by sight, as Israel does. We walk by faith.

We will read Matthew 24, verses 28-31, Zechariah 12, verses 9-11, and Zechariah 14, verses 1-4, all about Christ's return bringing the Kingdom of heaven to earth. This is why we understand, and show that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are a continuation of the Holy Scriptures in Genesis through Malachi, called the old testament, before the death of the testator that "Hebrews" tells the Hebrews about. The Old Testament is about God's working with Israel. Its prophecies are about Christ's return to earth in glory, not about the body of Christ being caught UP to meet the Lord in the air, but about Christ coming DOWN, cleaving the Mount of Olives in half. The Bible shows them to be two different events, separated by years of time.

After we read those verses about Christ coming down to the earth, we will read First Thessalonians 4, verses 13-18, to see the contrast of the body of Christ being "caught up" to "be with the Lord for ever."

Prophecy is that which was professed, or that which was written down before the fact. It is the oracles of God that were given to Israel to write down. We have them in our Bible in Genesis through Acts 8, and in Hebrews through Revelation. Prophecy says Christ will come from heaven to earth, bringing with Him the kingdom out of heaven. That is very basic. If you have not seen that yet, here are a few verses that tell about God's kingdom coming from heaven: Deuteronomy 11, verse 21, Daniel 2, verse 44, and Luke 19, verses 12 and 15. 
Deuteronomy 11, verse 21, 

"That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, 

in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, 

as the days of heaven upon the earth."

Daniel 2, verse 44, 

"And in the days of these kings 

shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 

which shall never be destroyed: 

and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 

but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 

and it shall stand for ever."
Luke 19, verses 12, and 15,  

"He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country 
to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return."
"And it came to pass, that when he was returned, 
having received the kingdom, 
then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, 
to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by trading."
That being the theme of the Old Testament, there are many, many more such verses like those, about the kingdom of God, coming out of heaven to earth, the kingdom of heaven. 
However, that prophecy was to Israel, so that cannot happen until Israel's prophecy again begins to function. By the end of Acts, God completed the diminishing of Israel, and their "in part" blinding, which now is full blinding. Now, at this time, that is their situation. 

At the time of Acts 20, Paul wrote about Israel's "in part" blinding in Romans 11, verse 25, written only part way through the Acts account. Inspired of God, Paul later placed Isaiah's curse upon Israel, and so they became cast away, at that time. At that point, the Bible talks about Israel's blinding, not their blinding in part anymore. That occurred in the last half chapter of Acts, when Paul enacted the curse in Isaiah chapter six to Israel. So right now, Israel has been fully blinded, and cast away for a while. At this present time, that is Israel’s situation.
That did not end God's plan to provide salvation to man. God continued to the other part of His plan, and provided salvation available for all that hear it, to believe it, and be saved. However, God only announced that through Paul, the first one saved that way. It was not until Acts 9 that Paul received salvation, so you cannot find our way of salvation in the Bible, before Acts 9. 
We will go on to try to expose more of these overlooked things in the Bible. Therefore, we need to study the Bible in an honest, orderly way, not just grabbing unrelated verses to make up a doctrine. 
According to Romans 11, verse 25, Israel's blindness must continue UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into what God is bringing believers into today, the body of Christ. In that verse, that word "UNTIL" is very important. It limits the time of the blinding and casting away of Israel.
Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery," 

So, Paul is going to tell us a mystery, a secret, something that has not been written down in prophecy, in the Old Testament.

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
Israel is only told that they will be blinded UNTIL the last Gentile be come in. Be come into what? These next verses show us that believers today are coming into the body of Christ.
First Corinthians 12, verses 13, and 27  

"For by one Spirit are we all BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; 

and have been all made to drink into one Spirit."
"Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular."
The verse says, "made to drink." It is not something you do. It is not something you work up. It is not something with evidence, other than that you believe what God said in the Bible. Your faith is the only evidence. You believe that God told the truth in the Bible, when He said, "by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." Paul is talking about believers in the gospel that he preached. Galatians 3, verse 26, shows that "ye are all the children of God BY FAITH in Christ Jesus." 
Those who do not exercise their faith are some of the ones that "the righteousness of God" is "UNTO" in Romans 3, verse 21, and 22. However, it is not "UPON" them, because they do not believe the gospel. The righteousness of God is only "UPON all them that believe." It is merely "UNTO" the rest of the world that does not believe. The righteousness of God is available to them, but they do not believe.
Now, we will take another brief look at 4 of these stark contrasts between Christ's second coming DOWN to earth, and Christ's catching UP of the body of Christ into the clouds. Look at the following differences for which we will be reading the verses.

	ISRAEL
	BODY OF CHRIST

	(1a) Christ sends his angels 

to gather his elect on the earth. 

(Matthew 24:31)

	(1b) In the catching up, 

Christ Himself shall descend 

from heaven to catch us up. 

(1 Thess.4:16-17).



	(2a) In Matthew 24:30, 

Israel sees the Son of man 

coming down 

in the clouds of heaven.


	(2b) In the catching up, 

we believers go up in clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air. 

(1 Thess.4:16-17).



	(3a) Christ's return to Israel involves great mourning. 

. 

(Zechariah 12:9-11, Matthew 24:30).


	(3b) There is joy and comfort 

knowing we will be 

caught up together with the Lord: 

(1 Thess.4:13, and 5:11, 

2 Thess. 1:7,10, and 2:16-17, 

Titus 2:13)



	(4a) Wrath is involved with 

Christ's returning to Israel; 

(Battle of Armageddon 

in Zechariah 12:9-11, 

Matthew 24:27-29, 

Revelation 16:13-16, and 19:17-21).


	(4b) There is no wrath for 

the body of Christ. 

(1 Thess.1:10, and 5:9)




1a-Christ’s return. Christ sends his ANGELS to gather his elect on the earth. Matthew 24:31.

1b-Body caught up. In the catching up, the Lord HIMSELF shall descend from heaven to catch us up. First Thessalonians 4:16-17.

There are differences. People try to bend the scripture, thinking that God always meant to say the same thing, and had only one purpose. They try to blend it all together and say that it is all, one. They actually have to change their reporting of what God said. They have to blend it. They have to universalize it, or, another word for universalize is to catholicize it. 
That is exactly what happened from the time of Paul, through the fourth century's major departure from God's word. That is why it is harder for us today, to see God's division between prophecies spoken since the world began, and, the mystery kept secret since the world began, until Christ revealed the mysteries to Paul from heaven.
Those so-called early church fathers did not understand what God was doing with His revelation to Paul. They tried to blend it all together and make both purposes of God, into one. They tried to make both segments, Israel and the body of Christ, into one, with one collection of mixed-together doctrine, catholicized. The Roman Empire forced that contrived doctrine on people to make them part of their empire.

Well, let us consider the second contrast between the return of Christ, and the catching up of the body of Christ.
2a-Christ’s return. In Matthew 24:30, Israel sees the Son of man coming down in the clouds of heaven.
That is just like Acts 1, verse 11 says, "this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, SHALL SO COME in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." And, in Matthew 24, verse 30, Christ confirms it. But, here is the second part of the contrast.

2b-Body caught up. In the catching up, we believers GO UP in clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. First Thessalonians 4:16-17.

So, there is a contrast between the two events. In the catching up, we believers in the gospel that Paul preached, go up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. There is a difference in the two events. We must Identify whether we are talking about Christ COMING DOWN to earth, or us GOING UP to meet him in the air. We must not mix the two. That would be lying about what God said. Blasphemy!
Now, we will turn to the third contrast of the four we are considering.
3a-Christ’s return. Christ's return to Israel involves great MOURNING. Zechariah 12:9-11, Matthew 24:30.

We will read these verses later, but now, we are moving through these contrasts. 

3b-Body caught up. There is JOY and comfort knowing we will be caught up together with the Lord: First Thessalonians 4:13, and 5:11, Second Thess. 1:7,10, and 2:16-17, Titus 2:13.

The contrast with that MOURNING that Israel will go through is that, for the body of Christ, there is JOY and comfort. We have the assurance that we will be caught up to be with the Lord. There are multiple verses about that. 
Here is the fourth contrast.

4a-Christ’s return. WRATH is involved with Christ's returning to Israel; Battle of Armageddon in Zechariah 12:9-11, Matthew 24:27-29, Revelation 16:13-16, and 19:17-21.

4b-Body caught up. There is NO WRATH for the body of Christ. First Thessalonians 1:10, and 5:9

Those are four of the sharp contrasts proving the difference between Israel, and the body of Christ, and the two events of COMING TO EARTH of Jesus Christ from heaven bringing His kingdom out of heaven, contrasted with the CATCHING UP of the body of Christ to meet the Lord in the air.

Section 3
The Light Caught Up - Taken Out of the Way

Chapter 12:  Christ's Return - Rightly Divided 
For a while, let us set aside our considering of the catching up of the body of Christ to meet the Lord in the air. Now, we are going on to look at some of the characteristics of Christ's returning to earth. We are going to see the other side of the contrast. Remember that before Israel's fall, the LIGHT was upon Israel. So, let us look at what the Bible says about Christ's return to Israel.
Now, let's start a brief survey of Israel's prophesied future, including "the DAY of the Lord" which includes the entire seven year seventieth week of Daniel, and the coming again of Christ down to earth, and His one thousand year kingdom out of heaven. Then, after that, we can contrast it with the verses about the body of Christ being "caught up" "in the clouds" "and so shall we ever be with the Lord." That will positively show us how impossible it is for them to be the same event. They are as different as different can be.
Regarding Christ's return to Israel, let us look at Matthew 24, verses 29, through 31, to see the description of Christ's return to earth to reign. In these verses, Christ is answering the question of his disciples in Matthew 24, verse 3, "what shall be the sign of thy coming...?" As you may recall, they asked three things, and he answered three things. The particular question addressed in these verses was, "what shall be the sign of thy coming...?"
Matthew 24, verses 29, through 31,  

"Immediately AFTER THE TRIBULATION of those days 

shall the SUN be DARKENED," 

Christ's answer about His coming states that "AFTER THE TRIBULATION," the SUN shall be DARKENED, 

"and the MOON shall not give her LIGHT," 

So there is mention of DARKNESS, and mention of LIGHT, or absence of LIGHT, as the MOON does not give her LIGHT, and the stars, they give out LIGHT. However,
"and the STARS shall fall from heaven, 

and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:"
"And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 

and then shall all the tribes of the earth MOURN," 

There is that mourning that we mentioned before.
"and they shall see the Son of man 

coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great GLORY."
"And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 

and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 

from one end of heaven to the other."
So, here in Matthew 24, verse 30, we see three things: (1) Israel sees the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven. (2) Great mourning is involved with Christ's return to Israel. (Zechariah 12:9-11, Matthew 24:30). (3) Christ sends his angels to gather his elect on the earth. (Matthew 24:31).
At the time of Christ's coming down to earth His angels gather His elect on the earth. Soon, we will see that angels are specifically involved with Israel. Angels have a place in God's working with Israel, which they do not have in God's working with the body of Christ.

I hope that in these next verses you can see the other side of the dual aspect of Christ's return to earth during the DAY of the Lord. In Second Timothy 4, verse 1, Paul mentions both events, "HIS APPEARING" and "HIS KINGDOM." They are two different events occurring at two different times, which are kept separate in scripture. 
When people try to force together the two different events, or by preconceived ideas they do not even think of them as being different and separate events, and they tend to blend them together because that is all they ever heard, then they lose that distinction. Therefore, they have to try to bend what God said, to make it fit what they always thought God meant. That is not the way God wants us to study it. Let God's word be the authority, not your previous thinking of what God must have meant. He wants us to receive His word, as it is written, and not try to change the wording to make it fit our understanding.
To be honest in our own study of God's word, we must also keep those two events separate, as the Bible does. We must NOT MIX what God has separated. What God has put asunder, let no man join. Christ, bringing His kingdom from heaven to earth, is much different from Christ appearing and taking his body to heaven.

If you have always thought of those verses as talking about the same thing, then it may be hard for you to realize that they are about different events. However, if you look at what the words actually say, you can see that they do not match up. They are not saying the same thing. They are describing different events. This may be your first time to consider it that way. However, try to keep that in mind as we go through some other related verses. I think you will begin to see that this is a truth of the scriptures.
I do not want to confuse anyone. The very thing which is God's VICTORY, is also Satan's DEFEAT. What is GOOD FOR God is EVIL AGAINST Satan. That which is DAY for God, is DARKNESS for Satan. What is GOOD for God is also GOOD for his saints. The very thing that is GOOD for God and His saints, is DARKNESS to God's enemies. The day of the Lord is the time of God's judgment. It is LIGHT AND BRIGHTNESS for God and for God's saints, but it is DARKNESS AND JUDGMENT for God's enemies. 
Did you ever watch one of those TV shows like "People's Court?" There are three parties there. There is the JUDGE, and then, there is someone on ONE SIDE, making a charge against someone else, on the OTHER SIDE. Therefore, besides the judge, there are two parties. When the judge makes the decision, one of the other two parties perceives it as LIGHT, BRIGHTNESS, and VICTORY, but the other party perceives the same decision as DARKNESS, LOSS, and possibly their DOOM.  That is what these scriptures portray about the DAY of the Lord, and the BRIGHTNESS of His coming. 
For believers already caught up by that time, the DAY of the Lord will be BRIGHTNESS. But, for that Wicked, the man of sin, God's enemies, and unbelievers, it will be DARKNESS. 
Let us start looking at some of the scriptures involved that tell us that.
Jeremiah 46, verse 10,  
"For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a DAY of vengeance, 
that he may avenge him of his adversaries: 
and the sword shall devour, 
and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: 
for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice 
in the north country by the river Euphrates."
That is the top part of that triangle that God has laid claim to, called "the land." He had Abraham walk the perimeter of it to claim it. Satan claimed to have walked it, and laid claim to it too, at the beginning of the book of Job. There you can see the developing conflict. Of course, God will eventually win.
You can see here that there is a dark side of this event. We don't see it today, because today, we see God's grace. God is expressing His grace to humanity today. However, that will end at a point in time, and God's wrath will be expressed as God cleans the heavens and the earth of the rebellious, the unbelievers, those who have not believed the gospel of the grace of God by which He is offering to save men today. God delivered this gospel lastly in the Bible, not offering it until starting in Acts 9, with unforgivable Saul of Tarsus. I am not referring to the books placed last in the Bible, but to the last books that God inspired in the Bible, Paul's epistles, Romans through Philemon. 
Revelation 14, verses 6, and 7, 
"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth," 
Well, that is an interesting statement, "the everlasting gospel." It is everlasting. It is going to last forever, and it is good news. Gospel means good news. It is good news for believers that God finally puts evil in its place. Do you remember Romans 12, verse 19, where the Lord says, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay." Well, this is it! Its violence and destruction for those unbelievers being destroyed, but it is good news for God. He calls it, 
"having the everlasting gospel to 

preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 

and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people," 
"saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him; 
for the hour of his judgment is come: 
and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of waters."
At the time of God's judgment in Revelation, He will exercise His wrath on His enemies. It is good news for God, but it is bad news, DARKNESS, and destruction for His enemies. 

Obadiah 1, verse 15,  
"For the day of the LORD is near UPON ALL THE HEATHEN: 
as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: 
thy reward shall return upon thine own head."
Here we see that those who remain against God and His gospel, will receive what they have done returned upon their own heads, including the rebellious, lost, unsaved disbelievers. It will be just as this verse just described.
Also look at Joel 1, verse 15, and Isaiah 13, verse 9.  

Chapter 13:  Christ's Return - Vengeance Is Mine 
But now, we will go a little further and look at

Amos 5, verses 18, and 20,  
"Woe unto you that desire the DAY of the LORD! 
to what end is it for you? 
the DAY of the LORD is DARKNESS, and NOT LIGHT." 
"Shall not the DAY of the LORD be DARKNESS, and NOT LIGHT? 
even VERY DARK, and NO BRIGHTNESS in it?"
That is the DARK side, It will be DARK for those destroyed by the BRIGHTNESS of His coming, and it will come in the NIGHT, as a thief comes. Remember that the DAY of the LORD is about one thousand and seven years long. It starts with the DARKNESS of Daniel's seventieth week, and goes through the one thousand year millennium. In between those two segments is the return of Christ to the earth in the BRIGHTNESS of His coming. Amos is saying that the DAY of the LORD starts with the DARKNESS of Jacob's trouble, when the body of Christ will no longer be SHINING as LIGHTS in the world, but will have just been caught up to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. That leaves the world in spiritual DARKNESS "And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the BRIGHTNESS of his coming" 

Do you know the difference between something that lasts A LONG TIME, and something that lasts FOREVER? There is a difference. Our Lord is LONG-SUFFERING. That is NOT the same as suffering FOREVER.

Psalms 103, verses 8,  

"The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and 

plenteous in mercy."
That verse is about the time before His judgment comes. But there will be a change as we read in Psalms 103, verse 9,

"He will NOT ALWAYS CHIDE: 

neither will he keep his anger for ever."
So, there is the difference again. Those who fear and trust the Lord will see His mercy, graciousness, righteousness, longsuffering and LIGHT. But those who are against believing on God, who are rejecting His longsuffering, mercy, and grace, will find that God's gracious longsuffering will end at some point in time with destruction in the NIGHT of their rebellion. The DAY of the Lord will be terrifying.

Psalms 103, verses 17, and 18,  

"But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

upon them that fear him, 

and his righteousness unto children's children;"
"To such as keep his covenant, 

and to those that remember his commandments 

to do them."
It says, "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him...to such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them."
The DAY of the Lord will include the BRIGHTNESS of his coming. However, to "the fearful and unbelieving," it is DARKNESS as Amos 5 says. There you have a picture of two groups of people. Israel's believing little flock will see the LIGHT of the world, coming in the BRIGHTNESS of His coming. But apostate, unbelieving Israel and the unbelieving Gentiles still in the world then, will see DARKNESS, and destruction from God

Even as Amos 5 described that different point of view of the unbelievers, so also, First and Second Thessalonians describes the point of view that the body of Christ has been given. There is a contrast. There is a difference. So, let us look at the verses. 
First Thessalonians 5, verses 4, and 5,  

"But ye, brethren, are not in DARKNESS, 

that that DAY should overtake you as a thief."
The thief comes in the NIGHT. Both Peter and Paul verify that the day of the Lord's return to earth comes as a thief in the NIGHT. But only for the body of Christ, does Paul say that we will not be in that DARKNESS.
"…ye, brethren, are not in DARKNESS, 

that that DAY should overtake you as a thief"
"Ye are all the children of LIGHT, 

and the children of THE DAY: 

WE are NOT of THE NIGHT, 

nor of DARKNESS."
Paul is talking to believers in the gospel of salvation that he preached. 
He is clearly defining which side we are on, and where we will be when the Lord returns from heaven to earth. Hint: we will already be at rest (Second Thessalonians 1, verse 7). We will have been caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the return of Christ. The verses we will show prove that the body of Christ will no longer be on earth by the time that Jesus Christ returns from heaven to earth.
Some people had written to the church of the Thessalonians and signed Paul's name, as if Paul wrote it. Anyway, Paul is straightening them out about these things. We will read the verses now.
Second Thessalonians 2, verses 7, through 9,  

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

ONLY he" [Christ, including Christ's body] 
"who now letteth" [restrains] 
"will let" [restrain], 

"UNTIL he" [Christ, including Christ's body] 

"be taken out of the way."
It is saying that the mystery of iniquity already works: only Christ's body who now restrains, will restrain until Christ's body is taken out of the way,
"AND THEN shall that Wicked be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with THE BRIGHTNESS of his coming:"
The spirit of his mouth is probably talking about the sword of the spirit being every word of God according to Ephesians 6, verses 17, and 18, and Matthew 4, verse 4. The BRIGHTNESS of his coming is the SUN of Righteousness, the LIGHT of the world. Then Paul goes back to talking about "the Wicked"
"Even him, 

whose coming is after the working of Satan 

with all power and signs and lying wonders,"
You can see signs in the world today, not from God, but there are signs, from the arch Deceiver deceiving with signs and lying wonders. What? Did you think that the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air was impotent? If so, then he has deceived you too.

Let us look at some of the verses we said we would look at, on Israel side now, about Christ's return to the Mount of Olives, not about the body of Christ. These verses prophesy about what happens on earth after fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ.
Let us look at Zechariah 12, verses 9-11, Zechariah 14, verses 1-4, and Zechariah 8, verses 20-23.

Zechariah 12, verse 9,  

"And it shall come to pass in that day, 

that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem."
I do not want to be any part of any nation that comes against Jerusalem after the catching up of the body of Christ. God's wrath is not against the body of Christ. Zechariah 12:9; 1 Thess.1:10, and 5:9. Do you see who the verse says God's wrath is coming against? God's wrath is against all that come against Jerusalem.
Zechariah 12, verses 10, and 11,  

"And I will pour upon the house of David, 

and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

the spirit of grace and of supplications: 

and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 

and they shall mourn for him, 

as one mourneth for his only son, 

and shall be in bitterness for him, 

as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
"In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, 

as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon." 

Wrath is involved with Christ's returning to Israel; the Battle of Armageddon in Zechariah 12:9-11, Matthew 24:27-29, Revelation 16:13-16, and 19:17-21.

Zechariah 14, verses 1, through 4,  

"Behold, the DAY of the LORD cometh, 

and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee."
"For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle;" 

By that time, everybody will have had his or her chance to believe the gospel. BEFORE the catching up, they will have had the chance to believe the grace gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. AFTER the catching up, they will have had the chance to believe the kingdom gospel, and the door is shut. 
"…I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; 

and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, 

and the women ravished; 

and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, 

and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city."
"Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, 

as when he fought in the day of battle."
"And his feet shall stand in that DAY upon the mount of Olives, 

which is before Jerusalem on the east, 

and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 

toward the east and toward the west, 

and there shall be a very great valley;" 

It is obvious that has not happened yet. 

"and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, 

and half of it toward the south."
When the Lord returns, He comes in clouds to the earth. Matthew 24:30, Daniel 7:13, Zechariah 14:4. Additionally, there is an obvious change in the earth, a split in that Mount of Olives, a split that is NOT there today. It has not yet happened. Just simply believe the Bible. Believe the words that God chose to put in the Bible. He is not fooling you. He is not making up something else. He does not say, "Well, it is this way, but I will say it is that way, so that people will not know what to believe." NO! God wants you to believe Him. He put down what He means, and He means that when Christ does return, He will split the Mount of Olives in half. The Mount of Olives is named. This is not a parable, or a type, picture, or allegory. Remember Matthew 4, verse 4, "Man…lives by every word THAT PROCEEDETH OUT OF THE MOUTH of God. 

Let us go to Zechariah 8 and see what happens after the coming to earth of the Lord.
Zechariah 8, verses 20, through 23, 

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, 

that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities:"
"And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 

Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, 

and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also."
"Yea, many people and strong nations shall come 

to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, 

and to pray before the LORD."
"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, 

that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, 

even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 

We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you."
These have been scriptures about conditions when Christ returns to reign in Israel.
Chapter 14:  The Catching Up - Rightly Divided 
We have been considering what the Bible says about several things concerning the LIGHT. We have followed the LIGHT of the world through history, and the LIGHT upon Israel, and the LIGHT in regard to Christ's return to earth to rule the world from Israel, fulfilling the promises made to Israel's fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who was renamed Israel. 
Now, let us turn our attention to what the Bible says about the LIGHT concerning the catching up of the body of Christ. The characteristics of the catching up of the body of Christ are much different from the characteristics of second coming of Israel's Messiah. You can tell from the wording that the GOING UP of the believers in this dispensation of the grace of God, to meet the Lord in the air, leaves DARKNESS on earth. That is VERY DIFFERENT from the COMING of Christ into that DARKNESS as a thief in the NIGHT, SHINING in the BRIGHTNESS of His COMING.

God hid this dispensation from all the prophetic writings. It is not in prophecy. However, Christ's coming down to earth to rule the world from Jerusalem was throughout the prophecies. In other words, they are different things. One was prophesied, while the other was kept secret, or a mystery. Therefore, the characteristics of the two separate events are irreconcilably different. 

Here are several references about the catching up of the body of Christ. The scriptures in the first group are primary, defining passages. Then scriptures in the second group are non-contradictory, confirming passages. 
Notice that the verses about the return of Christ to rule the world from Israel, are not included here, rightly dividing them from these:
1 Cor.15:51-53

Col.3:4

1 Thess.1:10

1 Thess.4:13-18

1 Thess.5:8-11

2 Thess.1:6-7, and 10-12

2 Thess.2:1-3, and 6-10, and 13-17

1 Tim.6:11-14

2 Tim.4:1-2

Romans 5:9

Romans 8:23

Galatians.1:4

Php.3:20-21

2 Thess.3:5

1 Tim.3:15-16

2 Tim.4:8

Titus 2:11-13

First, here are the primary, defining passages…

First Corinthians 15, verses 51, through 53,  



"Behold, I shew you A MYSTERY;" 
The definition of "mystery" is "secret." However, in scripture, it often means a "told secret." It is a secret that he is making known now. Paul says, "I shew you a mystery." Therefore, he is making it known. He is showing it.

"Behold, I shew you A MYSTERY; 


We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,"


"In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 



for the trumpet shall sound," 

What sound does a trumpet make? The sound that a trumpet makes is a trump. The trumpet trumps.



"In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 



for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 



and we shall be changed."
That refers to those of us believers who are still alive when the trumpet sounds.



"For this corruptible must put on incorruption," 

Our bodies are corruptible. They get old and wear out. They ache and get hurt.  If you put a flame under it, it burns. It is destroyable, corruptible.


"this corruptible must put on incorruption, 

and this mortal must put on immortality."
Here, in these first verses, we see that the change which the body of Christ is told about had up till that time, been a secret, untold in the previous writings of scripture. That is why it is called a secret, a mystery now being revealed by Christ from heaven to Paul, for us. "Behold, I shew you A MYSTERY."

Here are some of the other verses.


Colossians 3, verse 4,  



"When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 



then shall ye also appear with him in glory."
The word "glory" has more the meaning of "glorification" than it means heaven. Although other verses tell of a future in heaven for the body of Christ, this verse is not referring directly to that, but rather to the final stage of God's process in our walk. "In glory" is finally being conformed to the image of His Son.
First Thessalonians 1, verse 10,  



"And to wait for his Son from heaven, 



whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 



which delivered us from the wrath to come."
Paul does not say to us that we are delivered OUT of the wrath, as Israel is in Jeremiah 30, verse 7. We are delivered FROM the wrath to come. We do not go through it. There is no wrath for the body of Christ. First Thessalonians 1:10 and 5:9. Christ is not mad at us. He has already paid our sin debt on the cross. God's wrath toward believers, has already been carried out, and satisfied.


First Thessalonians 4, verses 13, through 18,  



"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 



concerning them which are asleep, 



that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."


"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 



even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him."


"For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 



that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 



shall not prevent them which are asleep."


"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 



with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 



and the dead in Christ shall rise first:"


"Then we which are alive and remain 



shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 



to meet the Lord in the air: 



and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
That is much more comforting than being taught that we are going through wrath. There was not a word of wrath in there. Paul preaches "comfort," but he does not preach for them to be preparing for the distress of Jacob's trouble, which Paul would have to do if we were not being caught up before it.
Let us notice four things about the body of Christ being caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

(1) In the catching up, there is a resurrection. First Thessalonians 4:16. 
(2) In the catching up, Christ Himself shall descend from heaven to the air to catch us up. First Thessalonians 4:16-17. 
(3) In the catching up, we believers go up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. First Thessalonians 4:16-17. There is no touching down on the Mount of Olives, as we read is the case when Christ comes back to Israel.
(4) There is joy and comfort for the body of Christ, knowing we will be caught up together with the Lord: First Thessalonians 4:13, and 5:11, Second Thessalonians 1:7, 10, and 2:16-17, Titus 2:13.

First Thessalonians 5, verses 8, through 11,  



"But let us, who are of the DAY, be sober,"
This brings us back to the DAY and the LIGHT again. We are in the DAY, in the LIGHT.
"But let us, who are of the DAY, 

be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 



and for an helmet, the hope of salvation."


"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 



but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,"

"Who died FOR US, that, whether we wake or sleep, 



we should live together with him."
There it is again, "we should live together with him," as being caught up together to ever be with the Lord.


"Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 



and edify one another, even as also ye do."
Again, here is more comfort for the body of Christ. It is comforting that we get CAUGHT UP before the wrath starts. Otherwise, Paul would NOT be comforting us, but rather, he would be warning us of the disconcerting wrath that would be coming. Praise God that Paul announces comfort to us.

Those Thessalonians were former Jews in the synagogue, who believed Paul's gospel, preached to them by Timothy in First Thessalonians 3, verses 1, through 7. They received trouble and persecution from their countrymen. This was not Jacob's trouble in Daniel's seventieth week, sent to correct Israel. Paul tells us

Second Timothy 3, verse 12,  

"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 

shall suffer persecution."
That is exactly what the Thessalonian Christians received from their countrymen.


Second Thessalonians 1, verses 6, and 7,  



"Seeing it is a righteous thing with God 



to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;"


"And to you who are troubled rest with us," 

And when will these Thessalonian believers be at rest with Paul in heaven?


"when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 



with his mighty angels,"
At what time will the Lord Jesus be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels? That will be when He returns all the way to earth to cleave the Mount of Olives, and reign on earth from Israel, according to  
Matthew 25, verse 31, 

"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 

and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:"
Therefore, here you see a relationship between the return of Christ to the earth, and the catching up of the body of Christ. We see that by the time the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels touching down on the Mount of Olives, those Thessalonian believers, along with all of us who will be dead in Christ by then, will already be at rest with Paul, in other words, where Paul is at that time, in heaven. So, for us to be at rest in heaven by the time the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, the catching up of the body of Christ has to have been earlier. It would have to have already happened before the Lord Jesus comes back.
According to the scriptural sequence confirmed again here, the Lord will have already caught up the body of Christ in the air taking it to heaven, before He returns to the Mount of Olives from heaven with his mighty angels. Remember that angels are for the benefit of Israel on earth, not the body of Christ. That has to be the order or else these verses couldn't be true. 
Second Thessalonians 1, verses 6, and 7, confirms that that is what those verses just said. They said that by the time of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ back to earth, those Thessalonian believers will have been caught up together to be AT REST WITH the believers who already had died in Christ, believing that Christ was crucified for our sins.
Paul says in
Second Thessalonians 1, verse 7, 

"And to you who are troubled 

REST WITH US, 

WHEN the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 

with his mighty angels,"
Here are more primary verses confirming this.

Second Corinthians 1, verse 10,  
"Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: 
in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;"
Colossians 1, verse 13,  
"Who hath delivered us from the power of DARKNESS, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:"
God's kingdom in heaven has not yet come out of heaven to earth, but we have our places in His kingdom in heaven. We have a position in Christ's kingdom in heaven, and it cannot be cancelled.
First Thessalonians 1, verse 10,  
"And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come."
Let us go on with the primary, defining verses about the catching up of the body of Christ.


Second Thessalonians 1, verses 10, through 12,  



"When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 



AND TO be admired in all them that believe 



(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day."


"Wherefore also we pray always for you, 



that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 



and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, 



and the work of faith with power:"


"That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, 



and ye in him, 



according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."
Next, Paul continues by emphasizing both events, "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (to reign over the world from Israel), AND "our gathering together unto him."

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 1, through 3,  



"Now we beseech you, brethren, 



by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



AND by our gathering together unto him,"


"That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 



neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 



as that the day of Christ is at hand."
We did not write that letter, Paul said. Somebody wrote a letter to them and forged Paul's name on it, claiming that the day of Christ was at hand. But Paul is saying, "…we beseech you, brethren, by the COMING of our Lord Jesus Christ (a fact), AND by our GATHERING TOGETHER UNTO HIM. There is something about those two events, which proves that the day of Christ could not yet be "at hand." It could not be happening yet. 


"Let no man deceive you by any means: 



for that DAY shall not come, 



except there come a falling away first, 



and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;"
Well, what is preventing the man of sin, the son of perdition from being revealed? Something is. That has to be resolved before the man of sin can be revealed. Then, Christ can come and destroy him in the BRIGHTNESS of His coming.
In the previous verses, we can see the separation between "THE COMING of our Lord Jesus Christ" AND "OUR GATHERING together unto him." So, at least we know that they are separate events. But beyond that, we see that this is an even earlier indication than 2 Corinthians 2, verse 17, that deceptive people even back then, were forging letters as if written by Paul. 
Chapter 15:  The Catching Up – Comfort One Another 
Let us get back to the point in Second Thessalonians 2, verses 1, through 3, Paul doesn't want us, or those new believers in Thessalonica, to be fooled by the counterfeit writings that were being pushed onto them. Paul is reassuring them by reminding them of what he had already taught them when he was in Thessalonica.  In essence, Paul is telling them, "If you haven't yet been caught up and gathered together unto him in the air, then the day of Christ including the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to the Mount of Olives cannot yet occur. That is his comfort, the impact of how he is reassuring them. Paul is saying that the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ cannot occur UNTIL after our gathering together unto him has occurred. 
Therefore, Paul can tell them to "be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter AS FROM us." That was the only reason that Paul wrote by this time, in this epistle, which says why the day of Christ COULD NOT yet be at hand. Therefore, that has to be the proof that Paul is offering them. The proof being that since you believers are still here, then the coming to earth of Christ cannot be imminent yet. Then he goes on to confirm it further in Second Thessalonians 2, verses 6, through 8. That is the only way Paul's statements make sense without being self-contradictory. By the way, that is the same word "UNTIL," as in Romans 11, verse 25, and in Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7.


Second Thessalonians 2, verses 6, through 10,  



"And now ye know what withholdeth" 

That is what we considered before. There was something restraining the man of sin from being revealed. 

"And now ye know what withholdeth



that he might be revealed in his time."


"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 



only he who now letteth will let,"
I hope you remember that "letteth" is like letting a bucket down a well. To let, is to restrain.

"only he who now letteth will let," [or restrain]


"UNTIL he be taken out of the way."
Well, this is obviously referring to Christ. Christ, the Head, is in heaven, and the body of Christ is still restraining the man of sin, the Son of perdition, and the mystery of iniquity here on earth.



"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 



whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 



and shall destroy with the BRIGHTNESS of his coming:"
There you have the LIGHT again. Jesus Christ is the LIGHT of the world. The BRIGHNESS of the coming of the LIGHT of the world is as a thief in the NIGHT. There is DARKNESS when the Lord returns. But, He destroys the DARKNESS and that Wicked, the son of perdition with the BRIGHTNESS of His coming.


"Even him," 
That Wicked, the man of Sin, the Son of perdition.
"whose coming is after the working of Satan 



with all power and signs and lying wonders,"
We can see some of those activities going on today. But "that Wicked" is held at bay by the presence of Christ's body still in the world today. Therefore "that Wicked" is held back, and not yet allowed to run rampant in the world, not allowed to sit in that holy place, claiming to be God.. 


"And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 



in them that perish; 



because they received not the love of the truth, 



that they might be saved."
It is talking about those who waited too long to believe the gospel that Christ died for their sins, and to entrust their salvation to God's keeping on that basis. They make up some reason for not believing. They say, "what if I sin after I believe, then it is not covered." But the Bible does not say that. That is something people make up out of fear. Fear is not faith. Fear is lack of faith. Faith overcomes fear. Faith comes from hearing, and hearing comes from the word of God, not from the fiat of God.
Here, we see scripturally that the coming of the Lord will be BRIGHT, much LIGHT for those who are here on earth. The body of Christ will no longer be here shining as LIGHTS in the world. The gospel of the grace of God will no longer be available or operational. Israel's prophetic fulfillment will have resumed. and the gospel of the kingdom will have been believed by a few at that time. Seven Israelite churches will have begun to SHINE as CANDLESTICKS at that time. Nevertheless, it will not be BRIGHT for everyone. For many, the coming of the Lord will be DARK, destruction as Amos 5 says. 
For those having believed Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, by then, we will have experienced God's salvation from His wrath. Let us look at 

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 13, through 17,  



"But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 



brethren beloved of the Lord, 



because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation 



through sanctification of the Spirit ..." 
That is talking about the believing Jews and God-fearing Gentiles who Paul found in the synagogue when he visited Thessalonica In Acts 17. They were part of the remnant according to the election of grace. You may recall that Jews in their situation were sanctified (First Corinthians 1:2; Romans 15:16) before they were established in salvation (Romans 1:11-12; Romans 16:25; First Thessalonians 3:2). They were in the promises made to the fathers of Israel. Paul found them worshipping the God of Israel in Israel's synagogues. For 3 Sabbath day meetings, or a total of about 3 hours, Paul had taught them the gospel of God facts about who Jesus is. Then the apostate Jews chased Paul out of Thessalonica, before they were ready to hear the gospel of Christ crucified for their sins, and believe it to be saved.  

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 13, through 17,  

"... God hath from the beginning 

chosen you to salvation 



through sanctification of the Spirit

and belief of the truth:" 
Later, they believed the word of truth, the gospel of their salvation. That is according to the election of grace. They elected grace. They chose grace, The gospel of Christ that Timothy preached to them as Paul's fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ (1 Thessalonians 3, verses 2, through 7).

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 14, through 17,  

"Whereunto he called you by our gospel, 



to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."


"Therefore, brethren, stand fast, 



and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 



whether by word, or OUR epistle."
So, when Paul mentions these traditions, they are not what came down through so-called early church fathers, who had already gone astray, even in Paul's day, and were not passing on sound doctrine. Paul says, "OUR epistle." Therefore, count God's word, including Paul's epistles that apply to us, as more important, accurate, and reliable than anything you learn from history, church history, denominations, or anywhere else. Believe the word of God. That is how we started out, with First Corinthians 4, verse 6, not to think of men above that which is written.

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 16, through 17,  

"Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 



which hath loved us, 



and hath given us everlasting consolation 



and good hope through grace,"


"Comfort your hearts, 



and stablish you in every good word and work."
Again, Paul announces COMFORT for the body of Christ, instead of waiting for the coming of FEARFUL WRATH. That is great! Isn't it? Aren't you thankful?

First Timothy 6, verses 11, through 14,  



"But thou, O man of God, flee these things; 



and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, 



love, patience, meekness."


"Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life," 

In other words, exercise your eternal life now. Paul is referring to the same principle that he mentions in 

Colossians 2, verse 6,
"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

so walk ye in him:"
In other words, live your life in accordance with who you are in Christ. 

Paul also talks of this in 

Philippians 2, verse 12,  

"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."
Paul says to work out YOUR OWN salvation. He does not say to work FOR your salvation. He does not say to work out your own WAY TO BE SAVED. Paul says to those saints (Philippians 1, verse 1) that they have got the salvation, it is THEIR OWN salvation. They already possess their salvation, which is the gracious gift of God. Now they are to work it out in their daily lives. Live by it

First Timothy 6, verses 12b, through 14,  

"whereunto thou art also called, 



and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses."


"I give thee charge in the sight of God, 



who quickeneth all things, 



and before Christ Jesus, 



who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;"


"That thou keep this commandment without spot," 
Not keep THE COMMANDMENTS. Paul is not telling them to keep the Ten Commandments here. He is talking about what he just told them. Paul is saying to flee, follow, and fight. Flee greed. Follow righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, and meekness. Fight the good fight of faith. That is the command that Paul just gave Timothy, and Paul says to keep THIS commandment without spot … 

"unrebukeable, 



until the APPEARING of our Lord Jesus Christ:"
There is a mention of the appearing of our Lord to catch up the body of Christ. Whereas, the return of Christ to the earth, where He cleaves the Mount of Olives, and takes over in Israel to rule the world, is a different event, not even mentioned here by Paul. When Christ returns to the earth, He is not taking the body of Christ back to heaven then. He will be coming all the way to the earth, and touching down, and staying to rule the world. That event is never associated with comfort, but rather with great wrath, and mourning. Whereas, earlier, the body of Christ has great joy when he appears in the clouds to catch us up, and we meet the Lord in the air, and He takes us to heaven in a glorified body. We shall be changed.
Notice, Paul says to follow righteousness, "until THE APPEARING of our Lord Jesus Christ." He does not say until THE COMING of our Lord Jesus Christ. He does not say that, because he does not mean until the coming of Christ to the earth at that time. He means, "Until the appearing of Christ to catch us up to meet him in the air." They are two different events. That is why He says "until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ." He does not mean until Christ touches down on the Mount of Olives.

In these next verses, Paul again separates between "his appearing" AND "his kingdom." "His appearing" is to meet us in the air to take us up to heaven. "His kingdom" is Christ coming down to rule the world through Israel. 
Second Timothy 4, verses 1, and 2  



"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 



who shall judge 



the quick and the dead 



at his APPEARING AND his KINGDOM;"
Those are two events. First there is "His appearing." That is when we meet Christ in the air. In addition, there is "His Kingdom." That is when Christ comes all the way to the earth, cleaves the Mount of Olives, and rules the world with a rod of iron for 1000 years. 


"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 



reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."
Did you notice that Paul said nothing about building churches, collecting offerings, baptizing the believers, or any other of the things usually associated with today's denominational churches. Paul's final instructions to all people, in the last epistle that he wrote are simply to preach the word, be instant in season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering AND DOCTRINE.
Chapter 16:  Grace Churches Comforted And Assured 
What did Paul teach the body of Christ about being caught up to meet the Lord in the air? Comfort and peace are two hallmarks of the church, the body of Christ.  

Romans 5, verse 1,  

"Therefore being justified by faith, 

WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD 

through our Lord Jesus Christ:"
God is at peace with us having justified us by faith, and it is through our Lord Jesus Christ. Another verse about that is

Second Corinthians 5, verse 19,  

"...God was in Christ, 

RECONCILING the world unto himself, 

NOT IMPUTING THEIR TRESPASSES UNTO THEM ...."
Well, to who were those trespasses imputed? They were imputed to Jesus Christ dying on the cross for me, and for you. 

First Corinthians 15, verse 3, 

"For I delivered unto you first of all 

that which I also received, how that 

CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS 

according to the scriptures;"
The Lord Jesus Christ paid that penalty for us.
But, Second Corinthians 5, verse 19, tells us more. It says that "God was in Christ RECONCILING THE WORLD unto himself. God was making peace with us about our sin that was keeping us apart. God made peace with us. Actually, God made peace with the whole world. At the fall, the whole creation fell, not just the people. The world will once again be a glorious place when all the mosquitoes are gone, along with all the thorns and diseases, and all those things that entered the world at the fall. Let us go on to

Romans 8, verses 31, and 33,  

"What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us?"
"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that justifieth."
Is God going to condemn the one who He justified? He sent His Son to do the work on the cross to save us.

With these precious verses in mind, we will go look at what are the characteristics of those churches on earth at that time in the book of “The Revelation,” as John writes to them, and writes about them, in the DARKNESS after the resumption of Israel's prophecy fulfillment; when Israel's prophecies begin to be fulfilled again. We have read in Romans 11, verses 25, through 32, that Israel is only blinded until the last unbeliever that will believe, believes Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. When the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ, then the church, the body of Christ will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and ISRAEL'S EARTHLY PROPHECY FULFILLMENT WILL RESUME.
Let us look at the group of churches to which Christ instructs John to write. Remember that John had already agreed to go only to the true circumcision.

Galatians 2, verse 9,  

"And when James, Cephas, and JOHN, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given unto me, 

they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 

that we should go unto the heathen, 

and THEY UNTO THE CIRCUMCISION."
From then on, from that Acts 15 meeting and agreement, Israel's apostles and elders restricted their ministry to the true circumcision, to believers in Israel's kingdom gospel and Messiah. Peter was actually using his keys of the kingdom, and that special gift that Christ had given him to bind and to loose. Peter was loosing that part of Israel's commission that Christ had already told them in Matthew 10, verse 23, would not be fulfilled until Christ returns. Peter was loosing the part about "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." Also, he was binding himself and Israel's apostles to go to the true, believing circumcision. 

Chapter 17:  The Revelation Churches Warned To Endure 
Therefore, with that in mind, we find John saying that Christ says to the first church, the church of Ephesus, He has "somewhat against thee."

Revelation 2, verse 4,  

"Nevertheless I have SOMEWHAT AGAINST THEE, 

because thou hast left thy first love."
Do you remember the verse that we read a while ago, 

Romans 8, verses 31? 

"What shall we then say to these things? 

If God be for us, who can be against us?"
But in Revelation 2, verse 4, Jesus Christ has somewhat AGAINST that church in Ephesus. Christ has nothing AGAINST the church, the body of Christ. He died to make the full payment for the penalty for all of our sins, every one of them. God is not mad at us. He does not have anything AGAINST us. His death on the cross is what reconciled us to Him. Romans 8, verse 31, shows that the Ephesus church in Revelation 2, could not possibly be the church, which is Christ's body, because Jesus Christ has nothing AGAINST the body of Christ churches. However, He does have somewhat AGAINST that future church in Ephesus.
To the second church, the church in Smyrna, John writes that they must be "faithful unto death," in order to receive "a crown of life." 

Revelation 2, verse 10,

"Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: 

behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 

that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: 

be thou FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, 

and I will give thee A CROWN OF LIFE."
 John also writes that the second church must overcome in order to "not be hurt of the second death."

Revelation 2, verse 11,  

"He that hath an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 

He that OVERCOMETH shall NOT BE HURT of the second death."
Back in verse 10, Jesus said, "be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." That is not at all like the doctrine that Jesus Christ revealed to Paul, about how we are saved from God's wrath. You cannot find anything in Paul's Romans through Philemon epistles about gaining life if you are faithful till you die. That is foreign to the grace doctrine given to us by Jesus Christ through Paul. The Bible does talk about a group of people having to endure to the end to be saved. But, that is not us. It is Israel. In the tribulation, Israel has to endure to the end to be saved in the end when Christ comes back to earth and blots out all their sins. That is when Israel's sins are blotted out. That is when their salvation is brought to them, according to Acts 3 and First Peter 1.

Those instructions to the second church in Revelation 1, through Revelation 3, show that the church in Smyrna, could not possibly be people in the body of Christ, all of whom are already saved. 
Those who are believing Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins are already saved and in the body of Christ, not waiting to be saved, or enduring to the end to be saved. They are not trying to be faithful till they die in order to receive a crown of life. Those in the body of Christ are already “saved” (Ephesians 2, verse 5), and “sealed” (Ephesians 1, verse 13), and “made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 2, verse 6). We have a privileged position. 

For verification, let us look at what God said in the Bible about those characteristics which only apply to the body of Christ.

Ephesians 2, verse 5,  

"Even when we were dead in sins, 

hath quickened us together with Christ,

(by grace ye are saved;)"
Ephesians 1, verse 13,  

"In whom ye also trusted, 

after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 

in whom also after that ye believed, 

ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,"
Ephesians 2, verse 6,  

"And hath raised us up together, 

and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
John writes to the third church, the church in Pergamos, "I have a few things against thee."  

Revelation 2, verse 14,  

"But I have A FEW THINGS AGAINST THEE, 

because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 

who taught Balac 

to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, 

to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 

and to commit fornication."
John also writes to the third church that Christ "will fight against them" who hold false doctrine in the church.

Revelation 2, verse 16,  

"Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 

and will FIGHT AGAINST them with the sword of my mouth."
Again, Romans 8, verse 31, proves that God is not against the body of Christ. These statements from God show conclusively that the church in Pergamos could not possibly be the church, the body of Christ. When Christ died on the cross for our sins, God was judging, condemning, and carrying out the sentence that was AGAINST us who are now in the body of Christ, by believing the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. God carried out our death sentence against Christ on the cross. We are in the body of Christ by believing the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. That is all there is to it. There is not some other way into the body of Christ. There is no other way to God today, other than believing the gospel that Christ revealed to Paul. Paul was a Jew, but he could not come to God as a Jew. Paul had committed Israel's unforgivable sin. Saul of Tarsus had to come to God as a condemned, helpless sinner, and the first one to ever be saved that way, as the chief of sinners.

Remember that we have God's word about that which we read earlier in 

Romans 8, verses 31, through 33,

"What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us?"
"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,"
That is for all of us, whether or not we receive that gift of grace. God provided it for us. It is up to us to make the choice.

"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?"
"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that justifieth."
So, that third church, the church in Pergamos could not be a body of Christ church.

John writes to the fourth church, the church in Thyatira, that He also has "a few things against" them.

Revelation 2, verse 20,  

"Notwithstanding I have A FEW THINGS AGAINST THEE, 

because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 

which calleth herself a prophetess, 

to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, 

and to eat things sacrificed unto idols."
Christ furthermore tells that fourth church "I will give unto every one of you according to your works." 

Wow! I'm glad that God promised that believers on Him today are not judged, or condemned according to my works. It is according to Christ's work on the cross. We are trusting on Christ, and we are "in Christ" once we trust on Him.

Revelation 2, verse 23,  

"And I will kill her children with death; 

and all the churches shall know 
that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: 

and I will give UNTO EVERY ONE OF YOU 

ACCORDING TO YOUR WORKS."
That cannot be the body of Christ, can it? The Bible says that we are not judged for salvation, according to our works. What did we just read a little earlier in Second Corinthians 5, verse 19? 

"… God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto himself, 

NOT imputing their trespasses unto them." 

Here, in the church in Thyatira, Christ is judging them according to their works. God is imputing their trespasses unto them. There is a difference there. It is not us. It is re-gathered Israel, those among regathered Israel who do not believe that Jesus is the Christ, or they do not continue to believe until the end, as will be required of them. Christ will judge them according to their works.

How vastly different that is from the conditions which God placed on the body of Christ today. Again, God has already judged and forgiven all things for us in the body of Christ, "that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

Second Timothy 1, verse 9,  

"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 

not according to our works, 

but according to his own purpose and grace, 

which was given us ..."
It is a gift. It "was given us." It is not something you earn.

"... which was given us 

in Christ Jesus before the world began,"
Titus 3, verse 5,  

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to his mercy he saved us, 

by the washing of regeneration, 

and renewing of the Holy Ghost;"
Second Corinthians 5, verse 21  

"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
Philippians 3, verse 9, 

"And be found in him, 

NOT HAVING MINE OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF GOD by faith:"
That is very plain. It is not my own righteousness, which would be of the law. God imputes His own righteousness to us. It is through the faith of Jesus Christ in going to the cross to die for our sins.

John's letter to the church in Sardis, gives them a warning, rather than comfort. He warns them that they will not know what hour Christ will come.

Revelation 3, verse 3,  

"Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, 

and hold fast, and repent." 

"Holding fast" and "repenting" are words that have to do with Israel.

"IF therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 

and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."
That is for Israelites, and Israel blessers, who do not endure to the end, not for us. Let me remind you again, that is NOT for us, or about us. That is a warning, not a comfort. Based on that condition, they will be treated conditionally, as Israel. Therefore, this church in Sardis cannot be a body of Christ church.

Then, in Revelation 3, verse 5, John warns that they must overcome to avoid having their name blotted out of the book of life.

Revelation 3, verse 5,  

"He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 

and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 

but I will confess his name before my Father, 

and before his angels."
Who is it whose name stays in the book of life, and who Christ will confess his name before His Father? That is "he that overcometh." But what about the ones who do not overcome? That is not like us. Some of us do not overcome, after the flesh sometimes. Fortunately, Christ revealed different doctrine to Paul for us. 

In addition, we see ISRAEL'S ANGELS mentioned in the passage.

Revelation 3, verse 5,  

"He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 

and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 

but I will confess his name before my Father, 

and before his ANGELS."
Angels always show up in connection with Israel. There is a reason for that. But angels are not connected with the body of Christ. We have the Holy Spirit Himself as our seal, not just an angel, not just a ministering spirit sent to help those who need to endure to the end to be saved.

To the seventh church, the church of the Laodiceans, John writes that God could spew them out of his mouth.  

Revelation 3, verse 16,  

"So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 

I WILL SPUE THEE OUT of my mouth."
That cannot happen to the body of Christ. Fortunately, God never said He would spew the body of Christ out of His mouth. Again, look at Romans 8.

Romans 8, verses 38, and 39, 

"For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things to come,"
"Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 

shall be ABLE TO SEPARATE US from the love of God,"
Where is that love of God?

"which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
And, we believers are in Christ.

In Revelation 3, verse 20, John reports that Christ stands at the door of the Laodicean church, and knocks. John says that if any man will open the door Christ will come in to him. That will NEVER again happen to the body of Christ, because, Christ is already in His whole body. 
Christ does not have to wait for individual existing members of the body of Christ to receive Him. No one can enter the body of Christ without first receiving Christ.

First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4,  

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 

which I preached unto you, 

which also ye have received, and 

wherein ye stand;"
"By which also ye are saved, 

if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 

unless ye have believed in vain."
"For I delivered unto you first of all 

that which I also received, 

how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;"
"And that he was buried, 

and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"
Christ is not on the outside of the body of Christ, knocking, trying to pull on someone's heartstring to get into the body of Christ. He is in. The body of Christ is His body. It is part of Christ. 
First Corinthians 6:15  

"Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ?  ..."

And, once you believe that Christ died for your sins, and rose for your justification, you are in the body of Christ and sealed there.
Finally, only some of those in the church of the Laodiceans will overcome and Christ will grant to sit with Him in His throne. 

Revelation 3, verse 21,  

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 

even as I also overcame, 

and am set down with my Father in his throne."
However, all we in the body of Christ have ALREADY BEEN SEATED in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, according to

Ephesians 2, verse 6,  

"And hath raised us up together, 

and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
We already have that position. We can see insurmountable differences between the body of Christ, and the seven churches in the opening three chapters of Revelation. However, there is an exact match between Israel, and those seven Revelation churches.

That means that before Israel's prophetic fulfillment resumes in Revelation chapter one, the fullness of the Gentiles will have come into the church, the body of Christ, and it will have already been caught up in the air to meet the Lord.

Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7,  (letteth means restrains).

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

only he who now letteth will let, 

until he be taken out of the way."
That will be the catching up of the body of Christ. That will be when Christ's body here on earth, will be caught up out of the way, and the man of sin will then be revealed. I certainly would not want to be left here then.
We have been talking about the differences between the church, the body of Christ, and those seven churches found in Revelation chapters 1, through 3. They cannot be body of Christ churches. Christ has things against them.  However, Christ has nothing against the body of Christ. By reading Romans 8, verses 31, through 39, you can see very clearly that no one can ever lay any charge against anyone in the body of Christ. There are other places which tell of the same security of the believer in the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. God accounts to us believers the very righteousness of God. Christ already paid for all of our trespasses, and forgave them.

Chapter 18:  Catching up The Light - Leaves Darkness 
Do you remember what Jesus said would happen when the light of the world leaves the world?


John 9, verse 4, and 5,  

"I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is DAY: 

the NIGHT cometh, when no man can work."
"As long as I am in the world, 

I am the LIGHT of the world."
He said that as long as he was in the world, that he was the LIGHT of the world. But that the NIGHT cometh, when no man can work.


John 12, verses 35, and 36, expands on that.

"Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the LIGHT with you. 

Walk while ye have the LIGHT, lest DARKNESS come upon you: 

for he that walketh in DARKNESS knoweth not whither he goeth."
"While ye have LIGHT, believe in the LIGHT, 

that ye may be the children of LIGHT. 

These things spake Jesus, 

and departed, and did hide himself from them."
The body of Christ has the LIGHT of the world SHINING on us. The body of Christ SHINES AS LIGHTS in the world, 

Philippians 2, verse 15,  

"That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 

among whom ye SHINE AS LIGHTS in the world;"
When the body of Christ that SHINES AS LIGHTS in the world, is caught up out of the world, to meet the Lord in the air, the result on earth will be NIGHT, spiritual NIGHT. There will no longer be the body of Christ SHINING as LIGHTS in the world. The LIGHT will "be taken out of the way." The NIGHT will be here.

Here are some more scripture passages about THE LIGHT, THE DAY, THE NIGHT, and about believers in Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins.

First Thessalonians 5, verse 2  

"For yourselves know perfectly that 

the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the NIGHT."
First Thessalonians 5, verses 4, and 5,  

"But ye, brethren, are not in DARKNESS, 

that that DAY should overtake you as a thief."
In other words, the thief in the NIGHT does not come unless it is NIGHT. He does not come while it is still DAY, while the LIGHT of the world is still in the world; 
"but ye, brethren, are not in DARKNESS."

"Ye are all the children of LIGHT, and the children of the DAY: 

we are not of the NIGHT, nor of DARKNESS."
First Thessalonians 5, verses 7, through 10,  

"For they that sleep sleep in the NIGHT; 

and they that be drunken are drunken in the NIGHT."
"But let us, who are of the DAY, be sober, 

putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 

and for an helmet, the hope of salvation."
"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,"
"Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, 

we should live together with him."
May we examine those verses starting with First Thessalonians 5, verse 2.

First Thessalonians 5, verse 2  

"For yourselves know perfectly 

that THE DAY of the Lord so cometh as 

a thief in THE NIGHT."
No wonder the Bible calls it "THE DAY." Here, God calls it "the DAY of the Lord," NOT the NIGHT of the Lord, and not the return of the Lord, but the DAY of the Lord. When the Lord Jesus Christ does return to rule the world from Israel, it will definitely be the shining of "THE DAY" for those kingdom believers in "THAT NIGHT, at that time." Christ comes as "a thief in the NIGHT," and He will be the SHINING of the DAY. It is called "the BRIGHTNESS of His coming."

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 7, through 9,  

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

only he who now letteth" [or restraineth]
"will let" [or restrain],
until he be taken out of the way."
"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with THE BRIGHTNESS of his coming:"
"Even him," [it is talking about, "that Wicked"]
"whose coming is after the working of Satan 

with all power and signs and lying wonders,"
We can see those signs and lying wonders in the world today. However, "that Wicked" does not have free reign, because He that restraineth, is still restraining until he be taken out of the way. He that restraineth is still here. Christ is now Head and body, but the body of Christ is still here on earth. We are still SHINING as LIGHTS in a DARK world. As such, Christ's body is still restraining that Wicked from being revealed. The coming of that Wicked is after the working of Satan, with all power, and signs. Are you looking for signs? Do not be fooled. The signs in the Bible, were only for Israel and only before Israel was fully blinded and cast away. The signs today are from the lying wonders of the Deceiver.  

Chapter 19:  The Light Be Taken Out Of The Way 
By that time, the body of Christ on earth will have been taken out of the way of the man of sin, the earth will be covered with spiritual DARKNESS, bcause the body of Christ SHINING as LIGHTS, will be gone from the earth.

Jesus Christ, THE LIGHT shining in the DARKNESS, had left. The BRIGHTNESS of Israel's rising had turned into Israel's fall as they blasphemed the Holy Ghost by the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7. Soon after that, God saved Saul of Tarsus, and set him to be A LIGHT of the Gentiles. God, who commanded the LIGHT to SHINE out of DARKNESS, hath SHINED in the hearts of those Gentiles who believed Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for their sins. Then, those believers SHINED as LIGHTS in the world.

However, according to First Thessalonians 5, verse 2, when the Lord comes back to earth, the world will be in the DARKNESS of spiritual NIGHT. There will not be much spiritual LIGHT in the world at that time. 
Second Thessalonians 2, verses10, through 12,  

"And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 
in them that perish; 

because they received not the love of the truth, 

that they might be saved."
"And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 

that they should believe a lie:"
"That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, 

but had pleasure in unrighteousness."
What a picture of spiritual DARKNESS. "God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie." God will have shut the open door of grace. 

THE DAY of the Lord, comes as a thief IN THE NIGHT. THE DAY LIGHTS THE NIGHT. In that future world of spiritual DARKNESS, after the body of Christ has been removed from the world, and before the Lord's return, where will those believers in Paul's gospel be, who SHINED as LIGHTS in the world? Where will they be when it is DARK in the world and there is no LIGHT shining in the DARKNESS, where will they be. They will already be gone! 

Let us read further in the scripture. 

First Thessalonians 5, verses 4, and 5,  

"But ye, brethren, are not in DARKNESS, 

that that DAY should overtake you as a thief."
(as a thief IN THE NIGHT)

"Ye are all the children of LIGHT, 

and the children of THE DAY: 

we are NOT of THE NIGHT, 

nor of DARKNESS."
As long as we believers in "the gospel of Christ," are still here, we are those who SHINE as LIGHTS in the world. We are NOT in DARKNESS. The DARKNESS is not here yet, while we are still here. The DAY of the Lord comes at NIGHT, as a thief in THE NIGHT. However, we are still here, SHINING as LIGHTS in the world. We are the children of LIGHT. We are the children of the DAY. We are NOT of THE NIGHT, NOR of DARKNESS. The LIGHT is still here. The DAY cannot LIGHT the NIGHT while it is still DAY.

May we read on?

First Thessalonians 5, verses 7, through 10,  

"For they that sleep sleep in THE NIGHT; 

and they that be drunken are drunken in THE NIGHT."
"But let us, who are of THE DAY, 

be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 

and for an helmet, the hope of salvation."
"For God hath NOT appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,"
"Who died for us,"
Christ already died for us, and for our sins. Why should we choose to pay that death penalty too? 

"Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, 

we should LIVE together with him."
That is comforting. Wrath is not comforting. The NIGHT is coming. However, the NIGHT came once before, when Jesus Christ, the LIGHT of the world, LEFT THE WORLD. The BRIGHTNESS of Israel's rising, turned to NIGHT when Israel fell by blaspheming the Holy Ghost in Acts 7. The Lord saved unforgivable Paul, and set him to be a LIGHT of the Gentiles, Now, we believers in Paul's gospel of Christ, SHINE as LIGHTS in the world. However, before the DAY of the Lord can come as a thief in THE NIGHT, the LIGHTS in the world must be extracted from the world. We in the body of Christ that SHINE as LIGHTS in the world must be snatched out of the world. 

God has declared, in scripture, His way of snatching out the body of Christ from the world; which will leave the world in SPIRITUAL DARKNESS. The Bible SAYS WE WILL BE "CAUGHT UP TOGETHER." That will leave the world in DARKNESS and NIGHT, for "the DAY of the Lord" to LIGHT up that NIGHT of spiritual DARKNESS … 

As of now, prophecy has not yet restarted from when it stopped at Israel's fall. After the catching up of the body of Christ, the prophecies in Israel's book of Revelation begin to be fulfilled. Israel’s resumption of prophetic fulfillment begins with that spiritual DARKNESS that follows the catching up of the body of Christ. During that DARKNESS on earth, God sets SEVEN CANDLESTICKS and SEVEN STARS in the beginning of Jacob's Trouble, Daniel's seventieth week, about which the book of Revelation prophesies. Prophecy fulfillment has not yet restarted from when it stopped at Israel's blinding and casting away. 

In prophecy, "the DAY of the Lord" comes as a thief in the NIGHT, not as a thief in the DAY. We are children of the DAY. We believe in Paul's gospel of salvation, that Christ died for our sins, for my sins, for your sins. Your sins are paid for. The penalty is already taken care of. Believe it and be saved. 
We are children of the LIGHT, and children of the DAY. We have to be caught up together out of this world to meet the Lord in the air, before the world is DARK, or can lie in DARKNESS. We, the body of Christ, shine as LIGHTS in the world. In order for the DAY of the Lord to come as a thief in the NIGHT, we LIGHTS in the world first have to be caught up out of the world. 

That is why in First Thessalonians 5, verse 9, Paul says,

"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,"
The wrath is coming, but we are not appointed to it. We are appointed to obtain salvation from that wrath of God which is coming. First Thessalonians 1, verse 10, specifically says that Jesus already delivered us from the wrath to come. God does not say that He delivered us, THROUGH the wrath, or, IN the wrath, or, DURING the wrath, or that He will deliver us, out of it. But rather that He delivered us FROM the wrath. 
God says what He will do for Israel is to save them OUT OF IT, but that the body of Christ will be delivered FROM IT. Words mean something, at least to God.

Jeremiah 30, verse 7,  

"Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 

it is even the time of JACOB'S TROUBLE; 

but he shall be SAVED OUT OF IT."
It will not be Jacob's trouble if Israel will be delivered FROM IT. No, Israel will NOT be delivered FROM IT; they will be delivered OUT OF IT. After Jacob's trouble has started and run its course up to the day that the surrounding nations plan to finish Israel's extinction, THEN, "he shall be saved out of it."
David also speaks of this in the twenty third psalm, verse four. 

Psalms 23, verses 4, and 5,  

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."
"Thou preparest a table before me 

in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over."
I hope you can see the difference between Israel not being delivered until they are delivered out of Jacob's trouble, but the body of Christ not being appointed to wrath, and even being delivered from the wrath to come, instead of out of it.
Section 4
Israel's Seventieth Week of Daniel

Chapter 20:  Israel's Prophecy Fulfillment Resumes In Spiritual Darkness. 
Not any of the passages about ISRAEL say that Christ returns to earth BEFORE Jacob's trouble, the 70th week of Daniel which is prophesied. Not any of the passages about THE BODY OF CHRIST say that the catching up of the body of Christ occurs AFTER Jacob's trouble, the 70th week of Daniel.  

However, some people still perceive the appearance of an ambiguity, or confusion there about the time of the catching up of the body of Christ in relation to the beginning of Jacob's trouble, the 70th week of Daniel. Some people make a distinction between "the tribulation," and "the great tribulation." In doing so, they say that "the wrath" is only "the great tribulation," the second half of Jacob's trouble, the second half of the 70th week of Daniel.  

However, we are seeing here, another biblical, non-contradictory, confirming indication that the catching up is not only "pre-wrath," but that it is also "pre-tribulation," pre-seventieth week, and pre-DARKNESS. 
The catching up is before the DARKNESS, in fact, the catching up causes the DARKNESS, because the LIGHT of the world is withdrawn from the world, pulled away, caught up, snatched up, raptured, or taken out of the way. That is the meaning of the word for "caught up," as a raptor dives for its prey and grabs it up from the ground while in flight and snatches it up.

The situation in the Bible as Paul leaves us in Second Timothy, the last writing of the Bible, is pretty much the way things are in the world today. Israel will go through some dramatic prophesied changes just before the return of their Messiah. Those prophesied events cannot occur UNTIL Israel's prophetic fulfillment resumes. Israel's prophetic fulfillment cannot resume UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. Contrariwise, we in the body of Christ do not have any changes in the situation, nor are any changes prophesied before the catching up of the body of Christ, and - LISTEN TO ME - at that point the LIGHT of the world will BE GONE FROM THE WORLD; when we are caught up to be with the Lord in the air. The body of Christ, who had LIGHTED the world with the LIGHT of Jesus Christ, will be missing from the world. 

At this time, take notice as we review the progress in some verses.

Hosea 1, verse 9, had showed that Israel would fall from being a peculiar treasure 

above all people. In Matthew 12, verses 31, and 32, Christ identified the sin that Israel would commit which would not be forgiven in that world, or in the world that followed it. Israel's fall from being a peculiar treasure above all people is documented in Acts 7. Romans 11, verse 25, tells us that Israel's prophecy fulfillment had gone on "hold," on "pause," suspended by the time Romans was written, in Acts 20,

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
We can rightly imply some things from inferences in the scriptures. In addition, the scriptures definitely identify some things. Peter definitely identified that the Jewish Pentecost feast when Jesus Christ poured out the Holy Ghost on Israel’s apostles in Jerusalem as being Israel’s last days. 

In Acts 2, verses 16, through 21, Peter identified it as that which the prophet Joel spoke of in his tribulation prophecy, in Joel 2, verses 28, through 32. 

Joel 2, verses 28, through 32,  

"And it shall come to pass afterward, 

that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 

your young men shall see visions:"
"And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids 

in those days will I pour out my spirit."
"And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 

blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke."
"The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 

before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come."
"And it shall come to pass, that 

whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: 

for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, 

as the LORD hath said, 

and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call."
Acts 2:16-21,  

“But THIS IS THAT which was spoken by the prophet Joel;”
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:”
“And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:”
“And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:”
“The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:”
“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
So the prophesied seventieth week had definitely started in Acts 2. but then the fig tree parable and the Lord's prayer of forgiveness from the cross, both converged in the granting of the "acceptable year of the Lord" aborting Israel’s seventieth week and the resumption of prophecy fulfillment. Israel concludes that "acceptable year of the Lord" by falling from being God’s people, a peculiar treasure when their leadership blasphemed the Holy Ghost by stoning Holy Ghost filled Stephen in Acts 7.

When Israel’s leadership and majority failed by unbelief to go into the start of the seventieth week that Peter announced, they lost the opportunity to then go into the 1000 year reign of Christ which would have followed it. That start of the seventieth week of Daniel was aborted and became Israel’s rebellion against the prophesied “acceptable year of the Lord” from Isaiah 61:1-3, and Luke 4:16-21.

The Bible records another case of a prophecy’s fulfillment depending on whether a condition was met in Matthew 11:14 where Jesus told the conditions by which John the Baptist "is Elias (Elijah), which was for to come." Here are the Lord Jesus Christ's words about that case in:

Matthew 11:13-15  

"For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John."

"And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come."

"He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."

In this case, in Luke 4:18-21, Jesus had proclaimed that He was fulfilling what the prophet Esaias (Isaiah) had written in Isaiah 61:1-2a. 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty them that are bruised,"

"To preach the acceptable year of the Lord."

That was the only part of Isaiah 61:1-3 to which Christ's next statement applied.

Luke 4:20  

"And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him."
"And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."
In other words, "this day" "he hath sent me" to do these things, ending with 

"To preach the acceptable year of the Lord."

So, at that time, Jesus Christ was not yet sent to fulfill the remainder of Isaiah's prophecy in chapter 61, verses 1 through 3. Jesus ended with the prophecy that came immediately before the following verse,

Isaiah 61:2b 
"...the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn..."

Apostate Israel was partway into their blinding, and partway toward being cast away, which became total blindness in the last half chapter of Acts. Nevertheless, that same verse, Romans 11, verse 25, tells us that there will be an end to Israel's alienation from God. Israel's current condition is that they are Loammi. They are not God's people. God said, 
"I will not be your God." 
Nevertheless, Romans 11, verse 25 says that there will be an end to Israel's blinding and casting away. Israel will only be blinded UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ that the Holy Spirit is adding believers to today. 
When Christ has saved into the body of Christ, that last believer in Paul's “gospel of Christ,” crucified for our sins, then Israel's blindness and casting away will end, and their prophecies will resume being fulfilled. Let us read the verse,

Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery," 

(This secret, which I am telling you, in other words)

",,, I would not, brethren

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
The body of Christ SHINES as LIGHTS in the world, until the last believer be come into the body of Christ. When you read the Bible and you get through the four books about the life of Christ on earth, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, then you get to the book of Acts. Acts is the history treatment of what went on there during those years immediately following the ascension of Jesus Christ, after His resurrection. 
Just as that book of Acts documents the fall, diminishing, and casting away of Israel before this current dispensation of the grace of God began, in like manner, in the book of Revelation, Christ revealed to Israel's apostle John, about the conditions and situations as Israel's prophecy again begins to be fulfilled. 
That will be when Israel's prophetic time clock will again begin to tick. It will be after this dispensation of the grace of God concludes with the fullness of the Gentiles being come into the body of Christ; which has been SHINING as LIGHTS in the world.

At the time of the filled up body of Christ being caught up to meet the Lord in the air, we who SHINE as LIGHTS in the world will no longer be here LIGHTING the world. 

The book of Revelation begins shortly after the word "UNTIL" in Romans 11, verse 25, when the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ, and then is caught up to forever be with the Lord. That catching up of the body of Christ, removes all those who "SHINE as LIGHTS in the world, which results in the world lying in spiritual DARKNESS. The LIGHT of the world will have been "taken out of the way" of the man of sin.

Do you remember what Jesus said would happen when the LIGHT of the world leaves the world? We should review it here. It is crucial. It explains the departure of the LIGHT, which has happened several times, and it is going to happen again. He said that as long as he was in the world, that he was the LIGHT of the world. But that the NIGHT cometh, when no man can work.


John 12, verses 35, and 36,  

"Then Jesus said unto them, 

Yet a little while is the LIGHT with you. 

Walk while ye have the LIGHT, lest DARKNESS come upon you: 

for he that walketh in DARKNESS knoweth not whither he goeth."
"While ye have LIGHT, believe in the LIGHT, 

that ye may be the children of LIGHT. 

These things spake Jesus, 

and departed, and DID HIDE himself from them."
So, when that which SHINES AS LIGHTS in the world, the body of Christ, is caught up to meet the Lord in the air, that will leave NIGHT on the earth. The LIGHT will have been "taken out of the way." The NIGHT will be here at that time.

When the body of Christ joins the Head in the air to for ever be with the Lord in our home eternal in the heavens, it will mean that Israel will no longer be kept blinded according to Romans 11:25.  It will mean that “that Wicked be revealed” according to 2 Thessalonians 2: 6-8. It will mean that Israel will see their prophecies begin to be fulfilled starting with Jacob’s trouble, with no repeat of the exception of “the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Who is the Light of the World? The Lord Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, whether in person, or through Israel, or, through Paul and his preaching, or through the remaining body of Christ until he be taken out of the way. 

Second Thessalonians 2:8
"Then shall that Wicked be revealed," 

That word "Wicked" is spelled with an upper case "W" in the scriptures.

"whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with the BRIGHTNESS of his coming."
(the BRIGHTNESS being another aspect of the LIGHT of the world). 


Christ's coming is as a LIGHT in the NIGHT, as the DAY of the Lord in the NIGHT. He comes as a thief in the NIGHT, breaking up that DARKNESS with His BRIGHTNESS. That BRIGHTNESS of His coming is another aspect of the LIGHT of the world. 

When the Lord does come back to earth, He comes as "THE SUN of righteousness" to cause Israel to "tread down the wicked." as in 

Malachi 4, verses 1, through 3, 

"For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; 

and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 

shall be stubble: 

and the day that cometh shall burn them up, 

saith the LORD of hosts, 

that it shall leave them neither root nor branch."
"But unto you that fear my name 

shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; 

and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall."
"And ye shall tread down the wicked; 

for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet 

in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts."
Chapter 21:  Israel's Dark Prophetic Seventieth Week Needs Candlesticks. 
That catapults Israel into prominence when Christ returns as the SUN of righteousness.

Isaiah 60, verse 3,  

"And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 

and kings to the brightness of thy rising."
We will look in the Hebrew epistles to see what happens on earth after the body of Christ is caught up, avoiding the wrath to come. At that time, the Hebrew prophecies resume their fulfillment. The body of Christ is not appointed to wrath. It is caught up before the wrath. The catching up of the body of Christ, who SHINE as LIGHTS, is what brings on the spiritual DARKNESS in its absence. Look briefly in Revelation 1, verses 12, 13, 16, and 20.


Revelation 1, verses 12, and 13, 

"And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. 

And being turned, I saw seven golden CANDLESTICKS;"
"And in the midst of the seven CANDLESTICKS 

one like unto the Son of man, 

clothed with a garment down to the foot, 

and girt about the paps with a golden girdle."
The one like unto the Son of man is in the midst of the CANDLESTICKS. CANDLES give LIGHT. So, we are talking about LIGHT again here.


Revelation 1, verse 16, 

"And he had in his right hand seven stars:" 

Stars are more LIGHT.

"and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: 

and his countenance was as the SUN SHINETH in his strength." 

Doesn't that sound exactly parallel to what Christ revealed to Paul in

Second Thessalonians 2, verse 8, 

"AND THEN shall that Wicked be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with THE BRIGHTNESS of his coming:"
The "sharp two-edged sword," is parallel to "the spirit of his mouth." His countenance being "as the SUN SHINETH in his strength," is parallel to "the BRIGHTNESS of his coming."

Remember also, the parallel of "the SUN of righteousness" in Malachi 4, verse 2. So, all three of the passages are talking about the Christ, the Word of God.



Revelation 1, verse 20, 

"The mystery of the SEVEN STARS which thou sawest in my right hand, 

and the SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS. 

The SEVEN STARS 

are the ANGELS OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES: 

and the SEVEN CANDLESTICKS which thou sawest 

are the SEVEN CHURCHES."
Those seven churches in Revelation chapters 1, through 3, come into being after the world is plunged into spiritual DARKNESS. Then, they SHINE as CANDLESTICKS, as LIGHTS in that DARKNESS, at that time. We talked about the nature of those seven churches in our chapter about "COMFORT OR WARNING TO WHICH CHURCHES"

Webster's dictionary says that "DARK" means "destitute of LIGHT or "lacking ILLUMINATION." So then, what is missing which results in the DARKNESS? LIGHT! The absence of the LIGHT produces the DARKNESS. The LIGHT is missing. It is gone. Strong's Concordance says that the word CANDLESTICK (Luchnia, from, Luchnos) means "LAMP stand, CANDLESTICK, a portable LAMP, OR OTHER ILLUMINATOR." 

At the beginning of John's prophecy of Revelation, we find the need for CANDLESTICKS to give LIGHT, we find utter DARKNESS, except for the CANDLESTICKS, which John says are those seven churches in that crucial territory, at that time.

Therefore, here is the point. By the time that Revelation 1, verse 1 begins, the world has already been plunged into spiritual DARKNESS by the catching up of those in the body of Christ who, for the present time, SHINE as LIGHTS in this DARK world. That is why there is the need for CANDLESTICKS and STARS in that DARKNESS of the post-catching-up world, when Israel's prophecy fulfillment will have restarted. By then, Christ will have caught up His body. We will be gone.

In order to understand those seven churches in the beginning of the book of Revelation, and the situation at that time, we need to compare spiritual things with spiritual. 

Revelation 1, verse 3,  



"Blessed is he that readeth, 



and they that hear the words of THIS PROPHECY," 

This what? Is John talking about "mystery" which had been kept secret until revealed to Paul, or is he talking about "prophecy" which had been prophesied and written down since the world began? John is talking about that whole collection of information, including what is called the old testament. John is talking about all those old prophecies and oracles of God that Israel had received and written down. God had not hidden them. They were not secret. They had been prophesied.

Revelation 1, verse 3,  



"Blessed is he that readeth, 



and they that hear the words of THIS PROPHECY, 

and keep those things which are written therein: 



for the time is at hand."
First of all, we see that Israel's apostle John is speaking words of prophecy, not the mystery committed to Paul, for us. At the heart of the word "TO PROPHESY," or "PROPHECY," is the word, "PROPHET," or "TO PROFESS", or as Webster's Dictionary says, "to speak forth." Sometimes, to prophesy carries with it the meaning of foretelling a future event, which has not yet happened. Whether or not it means that in this case, "PROPHECY" always means "TO PROFESS", "TO SPEAK FORTH." So, John is speaking forth some more about the information which has been inspired, spoken, heard, written down since the world began, and has been preserved by being copied, translated and passed down to faithful men, to teach others also.  

The prophecy he received and tells is not to everyone, but to those who "read," and "hear," and "keep" these prophecies. 

Revelation 1, verse 3,  



"Blessed is he that readeth, 



and they that hear the words of THIS PROPHECY, 

AND KEEP those things which are written therein:" 

So, it is to those who can read, hear, and KEEP these prophecies. You and I in the dispensation of the grace of God cannot "keep those things which are written therein" because we are not in a prophetic period. No one yet has kept that Mosaic Law, the Commandments, except for Christ, who did keep the Law. So, it is not written to us. or about us. God has suspended prophetic fulfillment now. No one has that ability. It is suspended UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, according to Romans 11, verses 25, through 32. 

To whom is the book of Revelation written? John was inspired to write the book of Revelation to those who will be in a future prophetic period; enabled to "keep those things which are written therein." Their blessing is from "reading," "hearing," and "keeping" these prophecies. God has already blessed the body of Christ with all spiritual blessings, in heavenly places, in Christ. The blessing in The Revelation is for restored Israel when they read, hear, and keep these things in John's Revelation of Jesus Christ.

John confirms that his revelation is not about everyone, but it is being told to his brethren, Israel.

Revelation 1, verse 9,  

"I John, who also am YOUR BROTHER," 

There is the "brother" part. John is a brother Israelite.

"and companion in tribulation, 

and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 

was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, 

and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."


John writes the book of "Revelation" starting with the resumption of Israel's prophesied events before the return of Christ to earth, which Revelation 1, verse 7 only foreshadows and summarizes. As you read through The Revelation, you can see that Christ had not yet come back to earth by the time of the first chapter. A lot of events happen in the book of The Revelation in order for Christ to return to earth later in the book. But here, it summarizes Christ's return. Let us read …
Revelation 1, verse 7,  

"Behold, he cometh with clouds; 

and every eye shall see him, 

and they also which pierced him:" [Israel].

"and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 

Even so, Amen."
In the book of Revelation, John is NOT speaking of the mystery body of information, "which was kept secret" until it was revealed to the apostle of the Gentiles, Paul, starting in Acts 9. John is not talking about that body of information that God kept secret. He is talking about prophecy, as he said in Revelation 1, verse 3. 

Only to Paul did Christ reveal several hidden mysteries. If you try to mix together those new and different mystery revelations to Paul, with the long-given prophetic information in Matthew, Luke, Revelation, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and other prophecies, then confusion permeates that mixed up doctrine. So, do not mix them! Keep them separate as the Bible does, and says to do.

Unless you keep God's teachings to various groups separate from each other, you end up with a mixture that is NOT from God. God does not treat his angels the same way in which He treats humanity. They do not have redemption, like we do. God did not treat Israel the same way in which He treats the body of Christ. It results in mass confusion when what was spoken to Israel, is usurped, unrightfully seized to apply it to the body of Christ, and vice versa.

Chapter 22:  Grace Believers Today Need No Angels 
When studying in the Bible about angels, you find angels throughout Israel's history from Genesis through Acts, and in Hebrews through Revelation. However, shortly after Christ revealed to unforgivable Saul of Tarsus, salvation available to all sinners without regard to covenants, God blinded and cast away apostate Israel. 
Therefore, Israel's way to God was eliminated. The only way remaining to come to God was the way in which Saul of Tarsus came to God. Saul of Tarsus, called Paul, was the chief of sinners, the first in line as a sinner, the first one saved as a sinner. Follow Paul to Christ. We can only come to God as sinners too. 

In First Corinthians 11, verse 1, Paul said for us to

"Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ."
We follow Christ in the new way that God designated for Saul of Tarsus to follow Christ on the road to Damascus, as he said in First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4.

Saul of Tarsus could not have been saved into Israel's kingdom, by Israel's gospel of the kingdom, because Saul of Tarsus had committed Israel's unforgivable sin of blaspheming the Holy Ghost by stoning Holy Ghost filled Stephen in Acts 7. Saul of Tarsus was the first one saved after having committed that unforgivable sin. 

At this present time, Israel is still temporarily blinded and cast away. Those are all actual, historic, scriptural events. Israel fell in Acts 7, verse 59. Israel was blinded in part in Acts 20 when Paul wrote Roman 11, verse 25. Israel was blinded and cast away in the last half chapter of Acts. Israel is still in that condition now. Romans 11, verse 25, tells us that condition ends when the fullness of the Gentiles be come into what God is bringing believers into today; the body of Christ. 

After God blinded Israel, Paul's epistles reveal a noticeable absence of angels, as does the dispensation of the grace of God, only written about by Paul.
Strong's concordance lists the primary meanings of the word for "angel" as being "to bring tidings," "a messenger," "angel." That definition shows that angels served as messengers. Additionally, the Bible reveals that angels have another function, that of being ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who SHALL BE HEIRS OF SALVATION, according to

Hebrews 1, verse 14,  

"Are they not all ministering spirits, 

sent forth to minister 

for them who SHALL BE HEIRS OF SALVATION?"
That identifies those with whom angels are involved as being Israel. We are not awaiting some future time when we "SHALL BE HEIRS OF SALVATION," as Israel is. Peter preached to Israel that their sins would be blotted out when Jesus Christ returns. Nor are we still enduring to the end, to be saved at Christ's return, as Israel is. Notice these verses spoken by Holy Ghost inspired Peter, one of Israel's twelve apostles, speaking only to the Jews at Israel's Pentecost feast. Peter was not speaking to any Gentiles. It was not to us. Peter says to that all-Jew audience:
Acts 3, verses 19, through 21. 

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out," 

They had just murdered their Messiah. That was their "sins" that Peter was preaching about. They had done that because of their apostasy, which was another sin. But, Peter told them that those sins could be blotted out. However, when does he say that their sins may be blotted out?  

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, 

when the times of refreshing shall come 

from the presence of the Lord;"
"And he shall send Jesus Christ, 

which before was preached unto you:"
"Whom the heaven must receive 

until the times of restitution of all things, 

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 

since the world began."
The Lord would send back Jesus Christ if they would all "repent" "and be converted." Their sins would be blotted out when Christ was sent back. It depended on all of Israel receiving their Messiah, which they failed to do.

We, in the body of Christ do not have to wait to the end, trying to endure to the end through a fiery trial of our faith. That is all for Israel, and it was only preached to Israel. We, in the body of Christ are already heirs of God, according to 

Romans 8, verses 16, and 17,

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 

that WE ARE the children of God:"
Take notice of the verb that is used, "WE ARE." The "we" is the body of Christ. But the verb continues into the following clauses.

"And if children, then (WE ARE) heirs; 

(WE ARE) heirs of God, and (WE ARE) joint-heirs with Christ; 

if so be that we suffer with him, 

that we may be also glorified together."
We believers on Christ, believing that He "died for our sins," (we) have NOW RECEIVED the atonement, as the Bible says

In Romans 5, verse 11, Paul says,

"And not only so, 

but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED the atonement."
We do not have to wait for our atonement and salvation. That was only Israel that had to wait for it. We were placed under different conditions than Israel was placed under. Similar to, the angels being placed under different conditions than we are. There is no redemption for angels.

We already have redemption and atonement in Christ. There are differences. We need to consider those differences in God's word. We, who have received Christ's salvation, ARE NOW SAVED, according to 

Ephesians 2, verses 5, 8, and 9.

"Even when we were dead in sins, 

hath quickened us together with Christ, 

(by grace YE ARE SAVED;)"
That is present tense. "Ye are saved." That means that believers are saved now, upon belief. Do not think that you have to wait for your salvation. That would not be trusting that Christ is saving believers now, as He said He would. 

"For by grace ARE YE SAVED ..."
"By grace ARE YE SAVED," not "by grace will ye be saved."

"For by grace ARE YE SAVED through faith; 

and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God:"
"Not of works, lest any man should boast."
"Not of works." You cannot behave well enough to be saved. If you were good enough for God, you would not need salvation. You would already be as pure as God is. That is what is required, and that is what we do not have. We need His salvation, including forgiveness of our sins, and having the very righteousness of God imputed to us, credited to our account, and being quickened. So, it is "Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Therefore, the angels' function of "ministering for them who shall be heirs of salvation" refers strictly to those of Israel, who have not yet received their atonement until Christ returns. It does NOT refer to those, who already have believed the gospel of Christ, preached by Paul, that Christ was crucified for our sins. Our sins are already died for. Believe it, and be saved. At that point, the believer comes into the body of Christ by the means that First Corinthians 12, verse 13, tells us. The one Holy Spirit baptizes us into the one body. The Holy Spirit does the baptizing into the body of Christ. This is quite a different baptism than that through which Israel goes, where the resurrected, ascended Jesus Christ shed forth the Holy Ghost from heaven, onto Israel. The church of God in Jerusalem was a different church, it was the church of Matthew 16, and it was added to in Acts 2, verse 47. 

But, the church, the body of Christ is a different church. The body of Christ did not start until Paul was saved in Acts 9. Paul said he was the first one in. He said he was the chief of sinners, the first one saved as a sinner. Paul's salvation was the pattern for us who believe this newly revealed gospel. For salvation, we are not to believe Israel's gospel about the kingdom coming out of heaven, to reign on earth, and that it is at hand. Our gospel is not a national gospel. It is an individual gospel of salvation. Our gospel is about believing that Jesus Christ has already paid for your sins on the cross. Therefore, angels are absent from functioning in Paul's epistles. They have to do with Israel, not with the body of Christ.

The other thing to remember is that angels have no function as messengers to us in the body of Christ, since God gave Paul the ministry to "fulfill" the word of God, to fill it up. 

Colossians 1, verse 25,  

"Whereof I am made a minister, 

according to the dispensation of God 

which is given to me for you, 

to fulfil the word of God;"
To fulfill means to fill it up. God has already said, 
"all scripture is given...." 
(Second Timothy 3, verse 16). 
Therefore, angels are absent from functioning in Paul's epistles and in the body of Christ today.  

That means, both of the functions of angels relate only to Israel and not to the body of Christ. There are some other scriptures which confirm this.

Daniel 12, verse 1,  

"And at that time shall Michael stand up, 

the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: 

and there shall be a time of trouble, 

such as never was since there was a nation 

even to that same time: 

and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 

every one that shall be found written in the book."
So, that book has to do with Israel being delivered in tribulation.

Here, we see that Michael is an angel who "standeth for the children of thy people." (Daniel's people). Additionally, in this next verse we see that Michael is the archangel.

Jude 1, verse 9,  

"Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil 

he disputed about the body of Moses, 

durst not bring against him a railing accusation, 

but said, The Lord rebuke thee."
We have seen that the angels, and particularly Michael, the archangel, are associated with Israel, and not with the body of Christ. Therefore, we can see that there is something strange and unexpected about the archangel coming back with Christ, at Christ's appearing to catch up the body of Christ in the air. Do not miss that. Let me repeat it. We can see that there is something strange and unexpected about the archangel coming back with Christ, at Christ's appearing to catch up the body of Christ in the air. That appears to be in contradiction to all the other scriptural evidence about the functions of angels. Why would Michael the archangel come back at the time when Christ catches us up in the air to be with him forever?

Let us look at the scripture about that, in 

First Thessalonians 4, verses 16, through 18,  

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 

and the dead in Christ shall rise first:"
"Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

"Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
That is comforting. We do not have to go through what Daniel said is a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation. A time of trouble is prophesied for Israel.

However, upon close examination, we will see that rather than to contradict the rest of the evidence, it actually confirms the principle that the functioning of angels has only to do with Israel, and not with the body of Christ. 

Chapter 23:  Angels Resume Functioning For Israel 
First, let's review a few of the scripture passages which bear on this subject of God's temporary alienation of Israel, and His later gathering back together His people Israel.

Hosea 1, verse 9,

"Then said God, Call his name Loammi: 

for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God."
That was a prophecy that at some time in the future, from the time Hosea prophesied it, Israel would no longer be God's people, and God said, “I will not be your God.” We know that God keeps all His promises. Therefore, we know that God is going to set up a kingdom, in Israel, that will last forever. Daniel 2, verse 44, says that kingdom will not end, once it is set up. Knowing that, we can see that God's kingdom has not yet started on earth. God will start it in the future, even though now, Israel is not God's people, and God is not Israel's God. We will go through the verses that show that. In fact, look at 

Isaiah 6, verses 9, and 10,

"And he said, Go, and tell this people, 

Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 

and see ye indeed, but perceive not."
"Make the heart of this people fat, 

and make their ears heavy, 

and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their heart, 

and convert, and be healed."
That is a prophecy of the blinding of Israel. They are also cast away, as other passages tell us. Look at the scripture about when that happened.

Acts 28, verses 17, through 18, 

"And it came to pass, that after three days 

Paul called the chief of the Jews together: 

and when they were come together, he said unto them, 

Men and brethren, 

though I have committed nothing against the people, 

or customs of our fathers, 

yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 

into the hands of the Romans."
"Who, when they had examined me, 

would have let me go, 

because there was no cause of death in me."
Acts 28, verses 19, through 20, 

"But when the Jews spake against it, 

I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; 

not that I had ought to accuse my nation of."
"For this cause therefore have I called for you, 

to see you, and to speak with you: 

because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain."
So, Paul was bound with a chain for preaching to Israel what their only hope was now, that it was the same as the Gentiles only hope. 

Acts 28, verses 23, through 29,

"And when they had appointed him a day, 

there came many to him into his lodging; 

to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, 

persuading them concerning Jesus, 

both out of the law of Moses, 

and out of the prophets, 

from morning till evening."
What would Paul be telling them? We can see from the scriptural records involving Thessalonica that it was Paul's customary approach to start with prophesied facts. Then later, Paul would preach to them what Christ had revealed only to him. Therefore, Paul scripturally established the identity of Jesus, born of Mary. He told them who Jesus is. He would establish that Jesus is the prophesied Messiah, the Christ they had long been anticipating, and that He rose from the dead. That is named as "the gospel of God" in Romans 1, verses 1, through 4. 

Only after Paul established those scriptural facts, would Paul customarily go on to preach to them what Christ came to do for them. That is the reason for the cross. The scriptures name that gospel as "the gospel of Christ." Christ had revealed "the gospel of Christ" to Paul. "The gospel of Christ is that sinners are saved by believing on God to save them as He said He would, by Christ having died for our sins.

Paul was telling those Jews in Rome that their only "hope" was believing "the gospel of Christ" that Christ died for their sins. I believe that Paul first identified Jesus as the risen Christ, then preached "the gospel of Christ" to them to offer them salvation into the body of Christ, since this was Paul's last meeting with the Jews, and the Jews last chance to be saved. Here is why I believe that. Paul was the one who advised us all to study. Paul was not equipped with Israel's kingdom Anointing as the twelve were. In Luke 21, verses 14, and 15, the twelve were told not to meditate on what to say, but that the holy Ghost would give them the words to say in the hour of tribulation. Paul was not given that Anointing, and neither is anyone else in the body of Christ. Paul had to study. 
Therefore, going into that meeting with the Jews, Paul knew what he was inspired to preach, and to do. He knew that their meeting would end with Paul inspired to enact Isaiah's curse against apostate Israel, blinding them, and casting them away until the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. 

Paul offered Israel their only "hope," their final opportunity to believe the gospel of Christ crucified for their sins, before the temporary blinding and casting away of apostate Israel. Paul did not stop with merely preaching "the gospel of God" to them. Paul preached to those Jews in Rome that their only hope was by believing "the gospel of Christ," that Christ died for their sins. That would save them; Christ already paid the penalty for their sins by His death on the cross. If they did not believe, Christ still died for their sins, but it did not apply to those who would not believe it. We are justified by faith. We believe on Him to life everlasting. Then, he enacted Isaiah's blinding curse on apostate Israel. 

Therefore, it says,


Acts 28, verses 24, through 29,

"And some believed the things which were spoken, 

and some believed not."
"And when they agreed not among themselves, 

they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word," 

You know what a word of consolation is. You know what a word of warning is. It is an expression, a message, a statement, not necessarily limited to only one grammatical word, but it means a message. What is this one word, this one message that Paul spoke to them?

"Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet 

unto our fathers,"
Paul declares to apostate Israel, the prophecy that Isaiah prophesied to be enacted when Israel was finally being blinded and cast away. Therefore, inspired of God, Paul continues,


Acts 29, verses 26, through 29,

"Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 

Hearing ye shall hear, and shall NOT understand; 

and seeing ye shall see, and NOT perceive:"
In other words, their spiritual blinding begins then. No longer merely "blinded in part" as Paul said they were when he wrote his epistle to all that be in Rome, in Acts 20. We are now reading in Acts 28, and we are witnessing the full blinding and casting away of apostate Israel. Let us continue reading.


Acts 28, verses 27, through 29,

"For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 

and their ears are dull of hearing, 

and their eyes have they closed; 

lest they should see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their heart, 

and should be converted, and I should heal them."
That was directly from Isaiah's curse in Isaiah 6, verses 9, and 10.


Acts 28, verses 28, and 29.

"Be it known therefore unto you, 

that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 

and that they will hear it."
"And when he had said these words, 

the Jews departed, 

and had great reasoning among themselves."
Well, reason as much as you want to, but apostate Israel had just been blinded and cast away for a while. Israel had repeatedly ignored and even rebelled against God's offer of salvation for Israel through the kingdom of God, coming out of heaven to earth, with their Messiah on the throne. Israel rejected it, and went on to commit the unforgivable sin. The result of that was alienation from God for a while; for a long while, until ... and there is an "until." Let us read it.

Romans 11, verse 25,

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits;" 

[... lest you think you know it all. Lest you think you caused Israel's fall.]
"that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
Well, there is the "UNTIL." Israel's blinding has begun, and it continues "UNTIL" it stops, when "the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 6, through 8. 
(2Th2:6=Rom11:25; 2Th2:7=2Cor4:4;  2Th2:8=Eph6:17,and "DAY" of the Lord).

"And now ye know what withholdeth 

that he" [The man of sin ( from verse 3)] 

"might be revealed in his time."
"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

only he who now letteth ..."
Letteth means restrains, as a person "LETS" or restrains the water bucket from falling abruptly into the water, stirring up the mud.

"... only he who now letteth 

will let" [restrain]
until he be taken out of the way."
"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with the BRIGHTNESS of his coming:"
That will be the Lord's coming down all the way to the earth as described in Acts 1:11-12, and Zechariah 12:10. That is Jesus Christ coming down and destroying "that Wicked," "man of sin" that was revealed when the restrainer was "taken out of the way."

Having viewed the scriptures about the gap in Israel's history during this current dispensation of the grace of God, we see that this gap ends when Christ returns to catch up the body of Christ. Therefore, that is when Michael, the archangel needs to start functioning for Israel again on earth. Therefore, the Lord brings him from heaven when He, Christ, comes to the air to catch us up. There is nothing written about Michael the archangel going back to heaven with Christ and His body. 
Angels will again be functioning for Israel when Israel is again a "peculiar treasure unto" God "above all people." Israel's history, time clock, and promise fulfillment all resume then, starting Daniel's seventieth week. Although Michael comes down to earth to minister to Israel, there is nothing written about him or the other angels being expelled from heaven. That is still their territory too. Therefore, in Revelation 12, verse 7, when there is war in heaven, Michael and his angels are in the fight in heaven too.

We will again review what happens when the Lord comes down into the air, not to the earth yet. He comes to the air and catches us up into the air. We will read 

First Thessalonians 4, verses 16, and 17,  

"For the Lord himself shall DESCEND FROM HEAVEN 

with a shout, 

WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, 

and with the trump of God: 

and the dead in Christ shall rise first:"
That term "the dead in Christ" is only used about people in the body of Christ, not about believers in Israel's gospel of the kingdom, who will be raised in the last time, according to Zechariah 14, verse 5. 

"Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them IN THE CLOUDS, 

to meet the Lord IN THE AIR: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
In Paul's First Corinthians account of the catching up of the body of Christ, Paul says in, 

First Corinthians 15, verses 51, through 53, 

"Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 

but we shall all be changed,"
That is very different from the prophecies that God told to Israel. Remember that Jesus had told His earthly followers that in order for them to follow Him, they had to take up their cross. The cross was that day's form of execution. Those Israelites, who heard that statement of Jesus, had to die to enter the kingdom of heaven on earth. 

Mark 8, verse 35,  

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; 

but whosoever shall lose his life 

for my sake and the gospel's, 

the same shall save it."
Revelation 2, verse 10,  

"Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: 

behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 

that ye may be tried; 

and ye shall have tribulation ten days: 

be thou faithful UNTO DEATH, 

and I will give thee a crown of life."
Many had to go through death, to get into Israel's promised kingdom out of heaven. That was how they were to be born again. It was by dying and being born again into their coming kingdom of heaven on earth.

However, that is not what scripture says about us, the body of Christ. We do not all die to enter an earthly kingdom out of heaven.. In the body of Christ, some will not go through death; "but we shall all be changed." 

In Paul's First Thessalonians 4 catching up writing, he goes on with a final verse that just reinforces what he said as being different from the return of Christ to Israel to reign on the earth. Regarding the body of Christ, Paul says in First Thessalonians 4, verse 18,  

"Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
In other words, Israel is the renaming of Jacob. It will be Jacob's trouble. It will NOT be our trouble. It will NOT be the body of Christ's trouble. Earlier, we read in Daniel 12, verse 1, that for Daniel's people, Israel, "there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time." However, Paul speaks differently, for us, "comfort one another with these words."

Therefore, this is further confirmation that the last days of the body of Christ on the earth, precede the first days of the resumption of Israel's prophecy fulfillment, and of the angelic functioning concerning Israel. Michael, the archangel, stands up for Daniel's people, Israel, resuming prophetic fulfillment, at or shortly after the time when Christ catches up the body of Christ in the air. In that tribulation, there will be some Israelites protected by God in the wilderness.
God has been alternating. He has worked through Israel. Then, when they rejected their Messiah, and blasphemed the Holy Ghost, He saved Saul of Tarsus, and started the body of Christ. The body of Christ started with Paul's salvation and sealing. It exists now, and is going on, and will continue to go on until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. Then the Lord catches up the body of Christ, to meet the Lord in the air, and so to ever be with the Lord. At that point, Christ leaves Michael the archangel, who came down with Him to the air, and the angels again begin functioning for Israel. Israel's prophetic fulfillment resumes where it left off at the beginning of that seventieth week of Daniel when Peter said, THIS IS THAT, 
"this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel."

Then, Israel must go through the events of Jacob's trouble revealed in the book of Revelation. Having resumed prophecy fulfillment, several events proceed on schedule. Late in Revelation, at the end of the Jacob's trouble or tribulation, Christ returns to earth in Revelation 19, verses 11 through 19. Then, after the 1000 year reign of Christ in Revelation 20, verses 1 through 6, the earth will be burned up as prophesied in Second Peter 3, verses 10 through 13.  Then, the holy city new Jerusalem descends out of heaven from God in Revelation 21, verses 1 through 10. Then, we again find the Light in Revelation 21, verses 22 through 26, and in Revelation 22, verses 1 through 5.
 Revelation 21, verses 22, through 23,  

"And I saw no temple therein: 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it."
"And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: 
for the glory of God did LIGHTEN it, 
and THE LAMB IS THE LIGHT thereof."
Revelation 21, verses 24,
"And the nations of them which are saved ..."
Those "saved" ones are the people who endured the great tribulation, the millennium, the post-millennium uprising, and the descending of the new heaven and new earth. However, PRIOR TO ALL OF THAT, the church which is Christ's body will have been "caught up together...in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord." You can see from the words used here, that "them which ARE SAVED" is present tense in Revelation 21, verse 24. It is NOT referring to those of us who will have been saved to heaven before Israel's prophecy fulfillment resumed with the DARKNESS of Jacob's trouble (yet future as I write this).

Revelation 21, verses 24, through 26,  

"And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in THE LIGHT of it: 
and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it."
"And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: 
for there shall be NO NIGHT there."
"And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it."
Revelation 22, verses 1 and 2,  

"And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."
"In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 
was there the tree of life, 
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations."
Revelation 22, verses 3 through 5,  

"And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 
and his servants shall serve him:"
"And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads."
"And there shall be NO NIGHT there; 
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord God giveth them LIGHT: 
and they shall reign for ever and ever."
So, upon entering limitless eternity, the glory of God did LIGHTEN it, and THE LAMB IS THE LIGHT thereof.
Conclusion 
We have researched a lot of different things that all point to the same conclusion. There is no confusion. There is no conflicting data. All the scripture that we could find about this topic, is unified in its outcome. The Lord will come to the air and deliver the body of Christ before the prophesied tribulation that is coming. 

To avoid "mixed up doctrine," sometimes called "M. U. D." keep the teachings about different events, and different doctrines separate from each other. The trouble comes when you try to mix them. Or, someone in charge of raising you, or teaching you, mixed them, or had only been shown the mixed doctrines or events when they were taught. 

We do still have the Bible. Read it, and believe it more than you believe your teachers, more than you believe this or any non-biblical writings. Human teachers make mistakes. The Bible makes no mistakes, at all, if you have a real Bible. 
It is unavoidable to find translation after translation of ancient manuscripts that all are different, and all claim to be God's word. You figure it out. If they are different, can they be the same? 

They are substantially different, especially on some major doctrines. It is almost uncanny how "difference" after "difference" just happens to change major doctrines of the faith. You have probably been told that those differences do not affect any doctrine. That deception originated with people who according to 

Second Corinthians 4, verse 2, are 
"... handling the word of God deceitfully." 
Or, worse yet, according to Second Corinthians 2, verse 17, they are motivated to corrupt the word of God, trying to dilute and change it. In the Sermon on the mount, Jesus Christ says, in 

Matthew 6, verse 24,  

"No man can serve two masters: 

for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 

or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 

YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON."
You cannot serve BOTH God, and material wealth or possessions especially as having a debasing influence. Since the law requires a certain percent of the words to be CHANGED in order to CHARGE A PRICE for the new product, there is STRONG MOTIVATION to "CORRUPT THE WORD OF GOD!"

However, God's promise in Psalms 12, verses 6, and 7, stands true forever. God confirmed His pledge in Proverbs 30, verse 5, and 6, and Psalms 119, verse 160, and First Peter 1, verse 25, with Malachi 3, verse 6.
We each make our own choice. I choose to believe God in Psalms 12, verses 6, and 7, that His word is preserved, pure, still in its pure, errorless state. Don't believe the lie that "all translations have errors."

This is about "The Light," not about the Bible, but without the Bible, we have no authority to consult about "The Light." So, considering the importance of trustworthy information in eternal matters, We will take a few moments to clarify our final authority for the information in "The Light." 

God said His words are PURE. 

Proverbs 30, verses 5, and 6, 

"EVERY word of God is PURE: 

he is a shield UNTO THEM that put their TRUST IN HIM."
ADD THOU NOT unto his words, 

lest he reprove thee, 

and thou be FOUND A LIAR.

God said that HE WILL PRESERVE His PURE word forever.

Psalms 12 verses 6, and 7, 

"The words of the LORD are PURE words: 

as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

PURIFIED seven times."
"Thou shalt KEEP them, O LORD, 

thou shalt PRESERVE them 

from this generation FOR EVER."
Since God's word is PURE, and it is PRESERVED FOR EVER, then we have it today. Please inspect what you are a trusting as a "bible" and see if it is PURE (free of impurities, no errors, or mistakes). If you are still believing the lie that "all translations have errors," then find someone who believes God, His word, and promises, and give this to them. 

Since the translations are different, since things that are different are not the same, and since God PRESERVED His PURE (errorless) word FOREVER, then we know that we can find which version has no errors in it today. 
Self-contradictions are errors. They are impurities in the version. If a translation contradicts itself, then you do not need to compare it to the truth. You already know it is impure, and errant since it contradicts itself. Several test texts in the Bible will show you quickly, easily, and surely if what you have been trusting as a real Bible, is a real Bible. 

One quick, easy test is in Hebrews 3, verses 16, and 17. Did all those coming out of Egypt, sin or provoke God and die in the wilderness? See what your "bible" says about that. Then, see what the King James Version Bible says. Then see which version contradicts itself by comparing what your "bible" said in Hebrews 3, verses 16, and 17, with what your "bible" says in Numbers 26, verse 65. The King James Version Bible does not ever contradict itself. It is the PURE word of God for English speaking people. You can fully trust your King James Version Bible.

Prophetic scripture is that which was prophesied or spoken throughout the old testament, and Matthew through John, as well as in Hebrews through Revelation and has to do with Israel, their Messiah, and the coming of the "kingdom of God" out of heaven "as the days of heaven upon the earth," with Israel's Messiah ruling the world from Israel. That is all prophetic scripture, inspired of God by the Holy Ghost. 

Never try to apply those prophetic scriptures about the return of Christ to Israel, to God's later revelation to Paul about the catching up of the body of Christ to meet the Lord in the air. Prophecy has not a single word in it about the body of Christ, let alone, the catching up of the body of Christ to meet the Lord in the air. 

Those who take the Bible's teachings on Christ's return, and blend, merge, universalize, and catholicize them with the Bible's teachings on the catching up, risk never being able to see and understand what God actually said on the two topics. In their zeal to correct God and His word, so that it does not seem to contradict itself in their opinion, they have destroyed the uniqueness, and distinction between the two types of information contained in the Bible. It is like mixing a great cookie recipe, with a great soup recipe. What do you get? You get a confused mess. Keep what God divided separate.

Do not be afraid to at least one time, study the two topics separately, and see for yourself the obvious, indisputable contrasts between these two teachings of the Bible. In the Bible, prophecy teaches that Christ does come back down to earth, touching down on the Mount of Olives, the name it is given, right in the Bible. Then, Christ rules the world from Jerusalem.

That is different. Study it keeping those prophecies, and Old Testament, and Matthew through John statements separate from those mysteries that Christ only revealed to Paul about the body of Christ, and it being caught up to meet the Lord in the air, not touching down on earth. 

The Bible gives the body of Christ the hope of a destiny in heaven. That is our home, our citizenship, our commonwealth, eternal in the heavens. The Bible never mentions heaven as a home or destiny of Israel or Israelites. All through the Old Testament, through John, you cannot find any reference to Israel or Israelites ever being saved to heaven. Israel was always promised "the land."

Are things that are different, the same? Never!

Paul does mention BOTH the catching up of the body of Christ, and the return of Christ to the Mount of Olives. In so doing, he shows that they are two separate events and that one is before the other. Now, if you do not agree with that, please do not just balk. Listen to the scriptures about it. I hope the scriptures are your authority. I take the scriptures as authority over everything I believe and say. The catching up of the body of Christ from this present world precedes the return of Christ to the earth, and it has to do so from what the scriptures say. Please notice what the Bible says here. Take notice of what verses show the differences, as well as what scriptures are parallel to each other. We can clearly see both appearances in 

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 3, through 5,  

"Let no man deceive you by any means: 

for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 

and that man of sin BE REVEALED, the son of perdition;"
"Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 

or that is worshipped; 

so that he as God SITTETH IN the temple of God, 

shewing himself that he is God."
"Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, 

I told you these things?"
Paul is referring to his visit to Thessalonica in Acts 17.

Second Thessalonians 2, verses 6, and 7,  

"And now ye know what withholdeth 

that he ..."
The man of sin, from verse 3.

"... that he 

might be revealed in his time."
"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

only he who now letteth will let," 

That word "let" is like you would "let" a water bucket down into a well. You do not want it to free-fall into the well water and stir up the mud into the water. You "let" it down. You "restrain" it from falling all at once. You "let" it down a little at a time. You "restrain" it.

"... only he who now letteth will let [or "restrain"],
"UNTIL he be taken out of the way."
Second Thessalonians 2, verse 8,  

"And then shall that Wicked be revealed," 

That "man of sin" from verses 3, and 6.

"whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 

and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:"
The "UNTIL" in Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7, is the same "UNTIL" as in 

Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would not, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery," 

A mystery is a secret, and Paul is going to tell them a secret, not revealed in prophetic scriptures. He is revealing it now to them.

"... lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL ..." 

There is that "UNTIL"

"... UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
 The fullness of the Gentiles is the full amount of Gentiles, including the last Gentile, or person admitting that they cannot keep the law, that they are sinners. That also includes apostate Israel who claimed to keep the Law but blasphemed the Holy Ghost. According to Romans 2, verse 25, they are not the circumcision. In addition, according to Galatians 3, verses 6, and 7, they are not even to be considered the children of Abraham. Moreover, according to Romans 3, verses 9, through 12, no one can keep the Law. We are all sinners, and that is the only way we can come to God. No one can come to God under Israel's covenant anymore, "UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

When that "fulness of the Gentiles be come in," into what? When the fullness of the Gentiles be come into what the one Spirit is baptizing believers into today, the body of Christ, according to First Corinthians 12, verses 13, and 27.

When we go back to Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7, we read

Second Thessalonians 2, verse 7, 

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 

only he who now letteth will let," [restrain]
"until he be taken out of the way."
That seventieth week of Daniel, was interrupted  by Acts 7, when Israel blasphemed the Holy Ghost. Israel spent the rest of Acts DIMINISHING until their blinding and casting away in Acts 28. From Acts 28:29, until today, Israel is still blinded and cast away, alienated from God.. 

Today, believers in the gospel that Christ revealed to Paul in Acts 9, and that Christ committed to Paul, (they) are in the body of Christ. Christ restrains "that Wicked," that "man of sin" from taking over. Christ, the Head, is in heaven, and Christ's body is still on earth, restraining "that Wicked," "the mystery of iniquity" that already is at work in the world.

Romans 11, verse 25,  

"For I would NOT, brethren, 

that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 

lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 

that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 

UNTIL the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
When what that blindness is "UNTIL" arrives, their blindness will end. That word, "UNTIL" means that their blinding has happened, but their blinding ends WHEN the specified event occurs. Romans 11, verse 25, just said that Israel will continue in their alienated condition UNTIL the FULNESS of the GENTILES be COME IN.

When the body of Christ is "taken out of the way," several things begin to happen. According to Romans 11, verse 25, Israel's blindness ends at that time, and Israel's prophecy fulfillment RESUMES. According to Second Thessalonians 2, verses 6, through 8, the man of sin will "be revealed in his time." 

If Christ returns at, or before the catching up of the body of Christ, then the world would NOT yet be in DARKNESS, and the DAY of the Lord would NOT be like a thief in the NIGHT. It would still be the LIGHT of DAY. We are shining as LIGHTS. Philippians 2, verse 15, says that we SHINE as LIGHTS in the world. Therefore, IF the body of Christ is still here, Christ would NOT be coming as a thief in the NIGHT. He would be coming in the LIGHT of the body of Christ. 

That would conflict with what scripture says. The Bible says Christ will return as a thief in the NIGHT. That means that we LIGHTS of the world must be removed from the world by then. That removal is what First Thessalonians 4, verses 16, and 17, calls being "CAUGHT UP together ... in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." Therefore, spiritually, it would still be the LIGHT of DAY as long as we are still here. That is the point.

In Revelation 1, verses 4, and 11, we see that John is separate from the CANDLESTICKS, the churches. In the chapter named, "COMFORT OR WARNING TO WHICH CHURCHES" we meticulously went through those seven churches and identified fact after fact that proves they are not body of Christ churches remaining on the earth. They are new churches placed there since the resumption of Israel's prophetic fulfillment, when the church, the body of Christ has been "caught up together ... to ever be with the Lord." Those churches will be isolated LIGHTS in the DARK world. They are described as CANDLESTICKS, giving out LIGHT. We see that John is separate from those CANDLESTICKS. He is writing to them, and they are separate from John.


Revelation 1, verse 4,  



"John to the seven churches which are in Asia: 



Grace be unto you, and peace, 



from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; 



and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;"
John is writing "to" those seven churches at a remote location from him. He is NOT with them.


Revelation 1, verse 11,  



"Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 



and, What thou seest, write in a book," 

The Book that we have is important. All through it in Exodus, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Revelation, and in other places they are told to write in a book and preserve it, so that it will never change. Then, for authority, we can go back to the Book. Use it! Don't just believe well-meaning people who tell you what they were told. Don't just believe me. Believe the Book, the King James Bible. So, John is told 
"... What thou seest, write in a book,

and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia;" 

There it is again. John is still separate from those churches, those CANDLESTICKS. 

"... unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, 



and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, 



and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea."
Again, John is separate from the seven churches. So, when we get to Revelation 4, verse 1, and John is told to "Come up hither" he goes up, alone, without the seven churches. And, that is important. John goes up alone and views this revelation. John goes up there, and sees seven LAMPS of fire, which are the Spirits of God. The situation is that there is LIGHT in heaven, but it is DARK on earth, except for the seven CANDLESTICKS on earth, the seven churches there at that time.

We will now CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITIES, or scenarios. If John is writing about seven "body of Christ" churches before their catching up, then where is Israel to whom John wrote "The Revelation?" There is something wrong there. John was writing to Israel the people of prophecy, and yet the churches he wrote to, would be body of Christ churches, instead of Israel. It doesn't match. It doesn't work that way.

In addition, If the seven churches are body of Christ churches, then, why wouldn't the body of Christ have been caught up when John was told to "come up hither? The body of Christ was already told that we would be caught up together, and the body of Christ was already told that we are not appointed to wrath in First Thessalonians 5, verse 9. It is Jacob's trouble, not the body of Christ's trouble. The wrath was coming. As you read through Revelation, that tells about the tribulation wrath that is coming. However, First Thessalonians 1, verse 10, tells the body of Christ that we already are delivered from the wrath to come.

Thirdly, if those seven churches are body of Christ churches, why is John writing to them? He had pledged only to go to the circumcision in 

Galatians 2, verse 9,  

"And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given unto me, 

they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 

that we should go unto the heathen, 

and they unto the circumcision." 

That includes John who wrote "The Revelation." John is writing to the circumcision, not to body of Christ churches. God would never ask his servant to disobey the word of God. Israel's apostles and elders at Jerusalem had pledged to not go to anyone but the true circumcision, and leave everyone else to Paul, other than the circumcision.

Fourthly, the doctrine taught in the verses simply does not match the doctrine taught in Paul's epistles for the body of Christ. Therefore, they could not have been body of Christ churches, and shortly we will see those differences.

Now, we will consider the situation if those seven churches are Israel's churches of God. If the seven Revelation 2, and 3, churches are Israel churches, then it matches their prophecy that they stay on earth through Jacob's trouble, Daniel's 70th seven. 

Jeremiah 30, verse 7, 

"Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 

it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, 

but he shall be saved out of it."
Notice that Israel is not saved from it, not saved from having to go through it, like the body of Christ is saved from it. Israel is saved out of it. It gets into it. Israel has to go through Jacob's trouble. Yet, in Revelation, it is described how Israel is saved out of it. 

Jeremiah 30, verse 11, 

"For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee:" 

"to save thee." That is in the future.

"though I make a full end of all nations 

whither I have scattered thee, 

yet I will NOT make a full end of thee: 

but I will CORRECT THEE in measure, 

and will NOT leave thee ALTOGETHER UNPUNISHED."
From that, we see that Israel is guaranteed that they do have to go through the tribulation, not just the great tribulation. However, they will be saved out of it in the end. 

SINCE Israel must go through all seven years of Jacob's trouble, Daniel's seventieth week, and SINCE Israel's prophecy fulfillment does not restart UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ, and SINCE Michael the archangel comes back "to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation, Israel, when Israel's prophetic fulfillment is resumed, and SINCE Michael the archangel does NOT come back UNTIL Christ meets the body of Christ in the air, THEN Christ must catch up the body of Christ before Israel's seventieth week begins. That means the catching up is before all of the seven years of tribulation. The catching up of the body of Christ is "pre-tribulation," NOT just pre-wrath, NOT just pre-great-tribulation.
Differently, Christ revealed to Paul that the body of Christ is delivered from the wrath (First Thessalonians 1, verse 10), and that we are not appointed to wrath (First Thessalonians 5, verse 9).

In conclusion, having gathered and studied all these scriptural facts, we can summarize that among the many unified scriptural references to the catching up of the body of Christ before Jacob's Trouble begins, there are five major reasons to believe the Bible that the body of Christ will be caught up before the beginning of Jacob's Trouble. 

Firstly, the scripture says about those in the body of Christ that "God hath not appointed us to wrath," and that Jesus " delivered us from the wrath to come." (First Thessalonians 1, verse 10, and chapter 5, verse 9).

Secondly, Israel's prophecy fulfillment does not begin until the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. That starts Israel time clock again.

Thirdly, Israel's angels begin functioning for Israel again when Israel's prophecy fulfillment begins, when the Lord comes with the voice of the archangel, to catch us up in the air. Israel's angels do not function here again until we are caught up from the earth, and gone.

Fourthly, the world is in spiritual darkness when Christ returns as a thief in the night. The body of Christ shining as lights in the world, will be gone, leaving the world in spiritual darkness before Christ returns in the brightness of His coming.

Fifthly, Jacob's trouble is Israel's tribulation, not the body of Christ's tribulation.

Additionally, if the seven churches in Revelation 1, 2, and 3, are Israel's kingdom churches, then, the doctrine in those verses fully matches the doctrine elsewhere in the Bible about Israel. Only Israel is to endure to the end, and to endure the fiery trial of their faith. Only Israel is given the Anointing to be able to endure to the end to be saved. So now, in "The Revelation," John calls them to be "over comers" in Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:26, 3:5, 3:12, and 3:21. Over, and over they must be over comers, to endure to the end. That is Israel. 

In stark contrast with those seven Revelation churches who still must overcome, those in the body of Christ already are "more than conquerors, through him that loved us."  

Romans 8, verse 37,  

"Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him that loved us."
We already are saved, which is never said of the nation of Israel, until Christ returns. That is when Israel has their day of atonement. That is when their salvation will be revealed, in the last time. That is when their sins are blotted out. That is when the grace is to be brought unto them, at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

But for us, in the body of Christ,

Ephesians 2, verse 5,  

"Even when we were dead in sins," 

And that is the only way we can come to God, as condemned sinners, following the chief of sinners, with no hope, except for God's grace at the cross.

"Even when we were dead in sins, 

hath quickened us together with Christ, 

(by grace ye are saved;)"
Not are waiting to be saved; not are working to be saved; not will be saved when Christ comes back, that too, but we are already saved, according to Ephesians 2, verse 5.

"(by grace ye are saved;)"
There is a difference there. Keep them separate. If you universalize them, you lose what God is saying.

Christ has already made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, which is never said of the nation of Israel. Unlike us, Israel inherits THE LAND, not the heavenly places as we do. Israel has their promises, and God will keep their promises. We have many blessings told to the body of Christ, and God will bring them all to pass.
Ephesians 2, verse 6,  

"And hath raised us up together, 

and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
We are comforted that "God hath not appointed us to wrath. but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

First Thessalonians 5, verses 9, through 11,  

"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,"
"Who died FOR us, that, whether we wake or sleep, 

we should live together with him."
"Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 

and edify one another, 

even as also ye do."
So again, Paul offers more comfort to the body of Christ, not a warning to prepare for the wrath to come, but comfort that we are not appointed to that wrath. 

We are sealed with that holy Spirit of promise until the redemption of the purchased possession, the adoption, the redemption of our body at the catching up of the body of Christ, which is never said of the nation of Israel. That has to do only with the body of Christ.

I hope that those of you to whom this is new, are starting to see that as you slice through this and separate the truth from the truth, separating truth for us from truth for Israel, you can see that the block of truth for Israel has integrity and unity to it. It all says the same thing. 
However, it is different from that block of truth that Christ gave to Paul for the body of Christ, which has its own integrity and unity. There is the truth about our being "caught up together" "in the air" "to ever be with the Lord," which is never said about Israel. That is why we are going through these contrasts. They become evident when we rightly divide Paul's doctrine from Israel's doctrine.
Next, we hear Paul talking to people like us, in the same dispensation as we are in.

Ephesians 1, verses 13, and 14,  

"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth," 

You had to hear it first. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." 

"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation:" 

That is what the word of truth is, the gospel of your salvation.

"in whom also after that ye believed, 

ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,"
"Which is the earnest of our inheritance 

until the redemption of the purchased possession, 

unto the praise of his glory."
Regarding the redemption of the purchased possession, 

Romans 8, verse 23  

"And not only they, 

but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body."
Philippians 3, verse 21  

"Who shall change our vile body, 

that it may be fashioned like unto his GLORIOUS body, 

according to the working whereby 

he is able even to subdue all things unto himself."
We see many of Paul's references to the catching up of the body of Christ throughout Paul's epistles. We just read one in Philippians 3, verse 21. The other authors of scripture never mention the catching up of the body of Christ. In the NON-Pauline scriptures, we only see references to the return of Christ to the earth. Paul does also mention the return of Christ to the earth in order to show it in relation to the catching up of the body of Christ, to see the contrast.

Confusion and heresy result from trying to mix the Bible's teachings on those two separate events. That is exactly what happened when the rising Roman Empire tried to force people to submit to their government by forcing together Paul's doctrine, with the doctrine of Israel's 12 apostles, into one creed of so-called universal Christian religion, early in the fourth century.

Therefore, everyone continues to pass on that confusion, if they derive their understanding of Christianity, and their doctrine, from the so-called early church fathers, or the Roman church, or those who tried to denominate individual changes as they saw fit to do, having come from that same background. 

The secret to understanding God's will, God's word, and God's church, is to start at the beginning instead of trying to remove all the human mistakes and human corruptions handed down through the centuries. 
Start with the Bible, not the church
Consider what Paul said.

Second Timothy 2, verse 7, 

"Consider what I say; 

and the Lord give thee understanding in all things."
We need to go back to what is written, and to what Paul said to all people. Paul is the only one in your Bible that addresses all people in his Romans through Philemon epistles. The rest of the Bible is to, and about prophecy, Israel, and the kingdom coming out of heaven to earth. 

All sixty-six books of the Bible are inspired of God, and are for us to learn and for our profit. As we read and study in context, rightly dividing the word of truth, we begin to understand the contrasts. We begin to understand how God was dealing with Israel, until God blinded and cast away blasphemous apostate Israel. 

Then, as soon as Israel fell as a nation in Acts 7, God set up this new pattern by which to save sinners, who were unsavable into prophecy's kingdom. Saul of Tarsus calls himself the chief of sinners and says that we need to follow him as he followed Christ. We need to come in as sinners, behind the chief of sinners. We cannot come to God saying, "Lord, look what I have done. I go to church every week. I helped so-and-so. I give so much money to this and that." We cannot come to God with our hands full of stuff and say, "Look at me, Lord, I'm good enough, aren't I?" We are not good enough.

We have to come as sinners, behind the chief of sinners, to our gracious God Who died for our sins in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. In Exodus 23, verse 7, God says he will not justify the wicked. God cannot excuse sin. The penalty for sin must be paid, and the wages of sin is death. Your first rebellious, or prideful thought condemns you to death. 

But there is good news. "Christ died FOR OUR sins." The Son of God paid the penalty for our sins, and He is made unto us, "righteousness."

First Corinthians 2, verses 6, through 8,  

"Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: 

yet NOT the wisdom of this world, 

nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:"
Philosophy does not help when it comes to salvation and to our relationship to God. The wisdom of this world is not what Paul preaches

"... nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:"
"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 

even the hidden wisdom," 

This is just after Paul presented a brief form of the gospel in the second verse back, in verse 5, and a more complete telling of the gospel 20 verses earlier in First Corinthians 1, verses 17, through 24. Paul's gospel was a mystery, a secret held closely by God. It was God's hidden wisdom. He says

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 

even the hidden wisdom, 

which God ordained before the world unto our glory:"
Moreover, here is why it was kept secret.
"Which none of the princes of this world knew: 

for had they known it, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."
From that, we can see that God had a reason for keeping His revelations secret until He revealed them to Paul starting in Acts 9, for us. That is why, before Acts 9, you cannot read about that secret, or the doctrine, or gospel revealed to Paul. It is unsearchable in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Before Acts 9, you see a different gospel, the gospel of the kingdom, that the kingdom coming out of heaven is at hand. Israel was to repent, and be baptized as a kingdom of priests in a holy nation. We are NOT Israel. We are the body of Christ. Study the whole Bible, but remember to keep our information separate, and not to mix Israel's doctrine, with our doctrine from Christ, through Paul, in Romans through Philemon. 

We will close this study with these verses from Ephesians chapter 3. Talking about this mystery, Paul says to people like us in  

Ephesians 3, verses 7, through 10,  

"Whereof I was made a minister, 

according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 

by the effectual working of his power."
"Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, 

is this grace given, 

that I should preach among the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ;"
"And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 

which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God," 

There is more confirmation right there. It was not available before. It was "hid in God" 

"... who created all things by Jesus Christ:"
"To the intent that now 

unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,"
THE END 

by Mike McGlathery
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