Stages of Transition
Studied by Mike McGlathery

In Acts 7:51-58, Israel fell as described by Jesus in Matthew 12:31-32. What happened after Acts 7 when Israel fell from being God's means of dispensing salvation to humankind? Did God leave humankind without any way to come to Him?

01. Mystery of Christ.

	Paul said:

Ephesians 3:4,  Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST)

	Paul said:

Colossians 4:3,  Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of utterance, 
to speak THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, for which I am also in bonds:

	Paul said:

1 Timothy 1:15,  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I AM CHIEF.

The mystery of Christ occurred after Christ's crucifixion, resurrection, and His ascension back to heaven. The mystery of Christ occurred after Christ's shedding of the Holy Ghost on the kingdom believers in Acts 2 and Acts 4, and after His unforgivable rejection by those He came to save, and after His standing up in heaven, in Acts 7. The mystery of Christ is the beginning of the revealing of what Christ had kept secret since the world began.

In the Bible, the word "mystery" means "secret, or revealed secret". The word "Christ", translated from the Greek, means "Messiah" in the Hebrew. So, the "mystery of Christ" is synonymous with the "secret of Messiah".  

What secret did the Messiah send back to earth about God's dispensing of His salvation after Israel fell in Acts 7? The "secret of Messiah" was a significant change that Christ had kept as a secret UNTIL he revealed it to Saul of Tarsus. The revealing of the mystery of Christ was about 
a change in God's dispensing of His salvation.

In Paul’s Acts period epistle to the Romans, chapter 16, verse 25, Paul called it, 

"the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery".

That major change in the conditions placed ON the believer in order to receive salvation began with the salvation of unforgivable Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus.

Saul of Tarsus was unforgivable under Israel’s covenants, doctrine, and gospel. He had committed Israel’s unforgivable sin in Acts 7. Saul could not be saved into Israel, or Israel’s kingdom. He was condemned. Saul’s sin could not be forgiven, or remitted. It had to be PAID FOR. God’s penalty condemned Saul. That death penalty had to be carried out. That was before anyone knew about salvation by faith in Christ having died for our sins. God had NOT yet dispensed that pattern of salvation. But, in Acts 9, God was about to save the first person that way, saving Saul of Tarsus NOT as a law keeper, but as a sinner, to be the initial, chief, beginning, first member of the body of Christ.

You can see more about the mystery of Christ in what Christ DID IN Saul than in what Saul PREACHED about it EARLY in his ministry.

Acts 9:3,  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: 
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:
Acts 9:4,  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
Acts 9:5,  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Acts 9:6,  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

I believe Saul was “trembling and astonished” because he suddenly realized his unforgivableness in Israel’s kingdom and gospel.

Acts 9:6,  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

1 Corinthians 12:3,  Wherefore I give you to understand, 
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: 
and that 
no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost.

Acts 9:6,  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

You can tell from the surrounding context that in verse 5, Paul is uncertain who has apprehended him.  

“Who art thou, Lord?”  

But in verse 6, Paul yields to the Lord, saying by the Holy Ghost, 

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

Paul called Jesus, LORD. Then, the Lord said to Ananias:

Acts 9:15,  But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
Acts 9:16,  For I will shew him how great things 
he must suffer for my NAME'S sake.

Acts 9:15 is NOT a sending. It is NOT a commission. It is a revealing of Paul’s future sendings. It is kind of a preview of Paul’s biography. Those people groups are NOT in chronological order. They are listed in the order of Gentiles, kings, then the children of Israel. But the Bible shows Saul not going to the Gentiles first. But rather, Saul went first to the children of Israel in Acts 9:20-22. Paul was not sent to kings until Acts 23:11, and didn’t appear before a king until Acts 26:1. So, Acts 9:15 says nothing about the chronological order of Christ’s sendings of Paul. In fact, we find two obvious, specific sendings of Paul in Acts 13:2,4, and in Acts 22:17-21.

The account continues with Ananias and Saul.

Acts 9:17,  And Ananias went his way, 
and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 	
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
Acts 9:18,  And immediately there fell from his eyes 	
as it had been scales: 
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

(Saul of Tarsus in Damascus)

Acts 9:19,  And when he had received meat, 
he was strengthened. 
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
Acts 9:20,  And STRAIGHTWAY he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.
Acts 9:21,  But all that heard him were amazed, and said; 
Is not this he that destroyed them which 
called on this name in Jerusalem, 
and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?
Acts 9:22,  But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that this is very Christ.

Christ started something new with Paul. It had not existed, or been known of before Paul’s salvation. It had been kept secret. It was a secret that Christ sent back to earth after His ascension. It was a mystery that Christ revealed IN Paul. It was the MYSTERY OF CHRIST. It was the start of a new pattern of salvation. Christ made it to occur IN PAUL FIRST.

02. Body of Christ.

Later, we find out that it is called the body of Christ that Paul was baptized into, by the one Spirit.

1 Timothy 1:15,  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I am chief (protos).
1 Timothy 1:16,  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first  (protos) Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR a pattern (not AS a pattern, but FOR a pattern) 
to them which should hereafter 

(after Paul)

believe on him to life everlasting.

1 Corinthians 12:13,  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

I believe the first reference to the body of Christ in the Bible is in Galatians 1:15-16, even though it is not named there. It shows what Christ DID IN Saul of Tarsus.

Galatians 1:15,  But when it pleased God, 
who separated me from my mother's womb, 
and called me by his grace,
Galatians 1:16,  To REVEAL HIS SON IN ME, 
(to REVEAL HIS SON IN ME),
that I might preach him among the heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

The body of Christ was started by the mystery of Christ when its first body member was saved by that new pattern. Saul of Tarsus was the first to believe that new pattern’s gospel of salvation and be made a member of the body of Christ along with Jesus Christ, The Head. There is a difference between the MEMBERS in the body of Christ, and the HEAD in the body of Christ.

Colossians 1:18,  And he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.	

Romans 12:4,  For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office:
Romans 12:5,  So we, being many, are ONE BODY IN CHRIST, 
and every one members one of another.

(The one body of Christ is in Christ).

1 Corinthians 12:12,  ¶For as the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: SO ALSO IS CHRIST.
1 Corinthians 12:13,  For by one Spirit are WE all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:27, Now YE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
and members in particular.

2 Corinthians 1:21,  Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, 
and hath anointed us, is God;
2 Corinthians 1:22,  Who hath also sealed us, 
and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Don’t miss what Paul said in 

2 Corinthians 1:21,  Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, 

Even that body of Christ, in which we are stablished, IS IN CHRIST.

2 Corinthians 1:21,  Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, 
and hath anointed us, is God;

God stablished the body of Christ, IN CHRIST.

Ephesians 1:13,  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
Ephesians 1:14,  Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 3:6,  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

The  BODY OF CHRIST is a legitimate entity identified in scripture as the believer's attachment to Christ, and the means of being IN CHRIST, the BODY OF CHRIST. Whereas, Israel was in Christ by means of their attachment to Christ by being BRANCHES IN CHRIST, THE VINE.

John 15:1,  ¶I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
John 15:2,  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit.
John 15:3,  Now ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you.
John 15:4,  Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
John 15:5,  I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing.

So, both Israel was in Christ, and the body of Christ is in Christ. But they are in Christ differently. 
They are NOT the same entity in Christ. Israel was in Christ by being in Christ, “the Vine”, The body of Christ is in Christ by being in Christ, “the Head” of the “body of Christ”.
   
03. A WORK, the diminishing, and a dispensing of the gospel of Christ.

In the first lesson, we discovered about the MYSTERY OF CHRIST, and the BODY OF CHRIST

There are three different terms used for the situation and condition that we are covering next.  A “work”, the “diminishing”, and a “dispensing of the gospel … of Christ”.

"A work" refers to Israel’s prophetic aspect of the change in God’s workings with man through Israel, in the period immediately after the NATIONAL fall of Israel. That is what the term “a work” refers to.

The “diminishing” of Israel is after “the FALL of them”, and before “the CASTING AWAY of them”. The “diminishing” refers to individual Jews being allowed less and less special ability to respond to God’s salvation, although God singled them out in Paul’s early sending, to draw out a remnant from Israel according to the choice of grace.

The period referred to in the Bible as a dispensing “of the gospel .… of Christ” Is Christ’s sending of Paul during the time of Israel’s “a work”, and Israel’s “diminishing”, BEFORE Israel’s casting away. It is that same period and conditions, but from the viewpoint of the body of Christ.


It is how the body of Christ serves during the period of Israel’s “a work”, and Israel’s “diminishing”. It involves Paul being sent early to the JEWS and the GREEKS, before Israel’s CASTING AWAY.

Deuteronomy 32:21,  They have moved me to jealousy 
with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will move them to jealousy 
with those which are not a people; 
I will provoke them to anger 
with a foolish nation.

God told Moses, 

“I will move them to jealousy 
with those which are not a people; 

Who was there that was NOT A PEOPLE or a nation, before Israel’s casting away? “The Greeks” were NOT a nation according to Luke’s inspired writing in: 

Mark 7:26,  The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; 
and she besought him that he would 
cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

God was saying that 

“I will move them to jealousy 
with the Greeks, those which are not a people

Who was God referring to besides “the Greeks” in Deuteronomy 32:21?

“I will provoke them to anger 
with a foolish nation.

Besides the Greeks, who was that foolish nation? Paul knew about them and referred to them in:

Romans 10:19,  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, 
I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, 
and by a foolish nation I will anger you.

Apostate Israel did NOT fit God’s description of a holy nation in:

Exodus 19:6,  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation. 
These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

Moses’s prophecy of the children of Israel being provoked by a FOOLISH nation was fulfilled by believing Israel’s LITTLE FLOCK.

Peter verifies that for awhile, the LITTLE FLOCK was that HOLY NATION, that SET APART NATION.

1 Peter 2:9,  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light:

But, how is a HOLY nation, also a FOOLISH nation?

1 Corinthians 1:27,  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise; 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty;

To apostate Israel, the little flock was FOOLISH. But, God was working “a work” in Israel for a short time.

Habakkuk 1:5,  ¶Behold ye among the heathen, 
and regard, and wonder marvellously: 
for I will work A WORK in your days, which ye will NOT believe, 
though it be told you.

The leadership and majority of Israel DID NOT BELIEVE what God was doing during “a work”. Yes, as Habakkuk prophesied to Israel, It was “TOLD” to them. God sent “the Greeks”, and a “FOOLISH nation” to provoke Israel to jealousy, 	to say, “I want what those Greeks have, and what the little flock has. Christ sent Paul to preach the gospel of Christ to “the GREEKS” (those particular GENTILES), and the LITTLE FLOCK who would provoke Israel to emulation, to copying what they saw in the believing GREEKS and LITTLE FLOCK

Habakkuk prophesied that it would be told to them. But he did not say who would tell them. Paul is not mentioned in prophecy. Paul’s message, and gospel of salvation is not mentioned anywhere in prophecy.

What was “a work” that Habakkuk prophesied?

Acts 13:2,  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted,
the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for “the work” whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:41,  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: 
for work “A WORK” in your days, 
“a work” which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.

Acts 15:38,  But Paul thought not good to take him with them, 
who departed from them from Pamphylia, 
and went not with them to “the work”.

Romans 9:28,  For he will finish “the work”, 
and cut it short in righteousness: 
because “a short work” will the Lord make upon the earth.

That “A work” did shortly come to an end, and Israel’s believing grace remnant was no longer specifically courted by Paul when Paul was sent to “the regions beyond” the Jews and the Greeks. Among many other scriptures that make that plain, we see Paul raising funds to go to all the Gentiles in:

2 Corinthians 10:16, To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, 
and not to boast in another man's line of things 
made ready to our hand.

That was “a work”.

04. A work, the DIMINISHING, and a dispensing of the gospel of Christ.

Like “a work”, the diminishing was also the prophetic aspect of those conditions. The “diminishing” of Israel was after “the FALL of them”, and before “the CASTING AWAY of them”.
It refers to Jews being allowed less and less special ability to respond to God’s salvation, although God singled them out in Paul’s early sending.

Romans 11:11,  I say then, 
Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 
but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to PROVOKE them to JEALOUSY.

From here and other passages, we can see that those Gentiles to whom salvation came through Israel’s fall, were specifically the Greeks. They were Gentiles, and they fit the other prophecies about Israel during “the diminishing”.

Romans 11:12,  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and “the diminishing” of them the riches of the Gentiles; 
how much more their fulness?
Romans 11:13,  For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as 
I am THE apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office:
Romans 11:14,  If by any means I may provoke to emulation 
them which are my flesh, and might SAVE SOME of them.

What were the stages of Israel’s decline that were prophesied? Israel’s stumbling at the cross, and their fall in Acts 7 were prophesied in:

Isaiah 8:15, And many among them shall 
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.

That series ends with Israel being taken, or cast away. But in between Israel’s fall and Israel’s casting away, Isaiah prophesies Israel’s being “broken”, and being “snared”. That matches what Paul revealed as Israel’s “diminishing”.

Romans 11:15,  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

"Life from the dead" is their resurrection. “A work”, and “the diminishing” were from the prophetic view of that period.

05. A work, the diminishing, and a DISPENSING OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST.

The period referred to in the Bible as a dispensing “of the gospel .… of Christ” Is Christ’s sending of Paul during the time of Israel’s “a work”, and Israel’s “diminishing”, BEFORE Israel’s casting away. It was that same period and conditions, but from the viewpoint and aspect of the body of Christ.


It was how the body of Christ served during the period of Israel’s “a work”, and Israel’s “diminishing”. It involved Paul being sent early to the JEWS and the GREEKS, before Israel’s CASTING AWAY.

Both “a work”, and “the diminishing” applied to Israel. But a “dispensation of the gospel” applied to the body of Christ during that period.

The Bible names two dispensings of God's salvation during the one body of Christ. There are some who treat the dispensation of the grace of God as if it was the same as the body of Christ. The dispensation of the grace of God is the later administration of the mystery of Christ given to Paul, and that dispensation continues today.  

However, prior to the condition that Paul describes in Titus as 

"the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men", 

the Bible names an earlier dispensation after the revealing of the mystery of Christ. That earlier dispensation was named a “dispensation of the gospel”, and it was the dispensing of the gospel of Christ with its conditions listed in Romans 1:16 as being TO THE JEW FIRST and also to the Greek. That earlier dispensing during the one body of Christ is what we will consider here.

1 Corinthians 9:16,  For though I preach the gospel, 
I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
1 Corinthians 9:17,  For if I do this thing willingly, 
I have a reward: but if against my will, 
a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

That dispensation of the gospel  was the dispensing of the gospel of Christ 

1 Corinthians 9:17, and 18,  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the GOSPEL is committed unto me.
What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the GOSPEL of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

The conditions of the dispensing of the gospel of Christ are listed in Romans 1:16.  

Romans 1:16, and 17,  ¶For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith.

That earlier dispensing during the one body of Christ is what we have considered here in this section, about a dispensing of the gospel of Christ, in a “dispensation of the gospel”. A “dispensation of the gospel” is one of the three terms used for the conditions just after the beginning of the body of Christ, and just before the beginning of the dispensation of the grace of God in the body of Christ.

06. Dispensation of the grace of God.

What do you suppose the dispensation of the grace of God, dispenses? Would the dispensation of the grace of God, dispense the grace of God?

How is the good news about the grace of God dispensed? Isn’t the good news about the grace of God dispensed by preaching or testifying the gospel of the grace of God?

What is the earliest the Bible says that Paul received the ministry to testify the gospel of the grace of God. IT IS IN Acts 20:24 that Paul first tells of: 

“the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God”.

Acts 20:24,  But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 
AND 
the ministry, which I have RECEIVED OF THE LORD JESUS, 
TO TESTIFY the gospel of the grace of God.

Acts 20:24 is just eighteen verses after Acts 20, verse 6, where Paul tells about the time that he reports in Philippians 4:15 as “the beginning of the gospel”.

Philippians 4:15,  Now ye Philippians know also, 
that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no church communicated with me 
as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

What gospel began when Paul departed from Philippi Macedonia? It was NOT the kingdom gospel that began in Matthew 3:1. It was NOT the gospel of Christ that began somewhere between Acts 9, and Acts 13. Although, it was the same message content as the gospel of Christ.

It was the GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD that began when Paul departed from Macedonia. In the dispensing of the gospel of the grace of God, the earlier, Jew first sending was removed and now that same salvation message is sent to all people.

Later, in the dispensation of the grace of God, we learn more details about the position we now have by being “IN CHRIST”.
   
07. Blinding and Casting away of Israel.

We have been exposing scripture passages that show the sequence of events and situations that occurred after Israel fell, and leading up to, and including the situation we are in today in the dispensation of the grace of God. 

Now, we will cover more details about this dispensation that we are receiving, until the catching up.

Let's start with a look at an Israel event, Israel's blinding and casting away.

Isaiah 6:9,  ¶And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not.
Isaiah 6:10,  Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

Acts 28:24,  And some believed the things which were spoken, 
and some believed not.
Acts 28:25,  And when they agreed not among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
Acts 28:26,  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:
Acts 28:27,  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.
Acts 28:28,  Be it known therefore unto you, 
that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it.
Acts 28:29,  And when he had said these words, 
the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves.

How do we know that these verses in Acts 28 are finally Israel's blinding and casting away? Here in Acts 28, Paul quotes Isaiah 6, verses 9, and 10. Look at what happened in Isaiah 6, after the text Paul quoted. See that the next two verses identically match what happen in the over 1900 years between then and now.

Isaiah 6:9,  ¶And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not.
Isaiah 6:10,  Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.


Isaiah 6:11,  Then said I, Lord, how long? 
And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
and the houses without man, 
and the land be utterly desolate,
Isaiah 6:12,  And the LORD have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

That puts the stamp of authenticity on Paul reciting Isaiah's casting away curse to Israel in Acts 28 to end the book of Acts. 

08. Mystery of the Gospel and the fellowship of the mystery.

08a. THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL

Ephesians 6:19, (Praying) And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, 
that I may open my mouth boldly, 
to make known THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL,
Ephesians 6:20,  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: 
that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

We know that our gospel of salvation was a mystery, kept secret before Christ revealed it by saving unforgivable Saul of Tarsus. But, that mystery gospel HAD A MYSTERY, OR A SECRET about it. Starting in Acts 22:22, Paul was captured and in bonds from that time when he told the Jews that God told him to preach salvation to the accursed Gentiles, apart from Israel. The mystery of the gospel involved the change in the name of Paul's salvation gospel from "the gospel of Christ" during a dispensation of the gospel, (changing ) to "the gospel of the grace of God" during the dispensation of the grace of God.

08b. THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY

Ephesians 3:9, And to make all men see what is 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ:

The fellowship of the mystery involves a togetherness, a unity within the body of Christ between those coming into the body of Christ during a dispensation of the gospel, and those coming into the body of Christ during the dispensation of the grace of God. The fellowship of the mystery is who Paul was urging to apply their positional unity in Ephesians 4:3.

Ephesians 4:3, Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.

09. The Calling of the Body of Christ.

God’s calling of the body of Christ 
involves at least three things.
a. God’s will,
b. Wrestle not against flesh and blood,
c.  Show God’s wisdom.

09a. God’s will.

1 Timothy 2:4, (God), Who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

Each one of us saved people can be reaching out to others about offering them the gospel of salvation, or else the knowledge of the rightly divided truth. The knowledge of the truth today involves showing that God has a separate, and different GOSPEL, PROMISE, and SPIRITUAL THINGS for us in the body of Christ.

ALSO.

09b. Wrestle not against flesh and blood.

Ephesians 6:12, For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Notice that Ephesians 6:12 does NOT say 

“For we WILL wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against spiritual wickedness in high places".

Ephesians 6:12, is NOT only in the future.but, Ephesians 6:12 is the present calling of the body of Christ before and after the catching up.

ALSO. 

	09c. Show God's Wisdom.

Ephesians 3:10, To the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

By the existence of the body of Christ, we now make God's wisdom known to the powers in heaven.

10. Catching up.

In the future, Israel will be brought back in “fullness” after the body of Christ has been caught up to be with the Lord.

When God brings Israel back, Jacob’s trouble will be the first thing they go through.

Daniel 9:24,  Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the most Holy.
Daniel 9:25,  Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
Daniel 9:26,  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, 
but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
Daniel 9:27,  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: 
and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, 
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Those verses show that Jacob’s tribulation was the next thing destined to occur on the calendar of prophecy. Isaiah 61 also confirms it.

Isaiah 61:1,  ¶The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 
because the LORD hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
Isaiah 61:2,  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
Isaiah 61:3,  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, 
that he might be glorified.

But, Israel will be saved out of that vengeance and tribulation that they must go through.

Jeremiah 30:7,  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 
it is even the time of JACOB'S TROUBLE; 
but he shall be SAVED OUT OF IT.

But, we in the body of Christ are different. We don’t have to be saved out of it, because we do NOT go through that wrath, because God hath NOT appointed us to wrath.

1 Thessalonians 5:9,  For God hath NOT APPOINTED US TO WRATH,
 but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

God hath not appointed us to wrath, but rather to be delivered from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 1:10,  And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which DELIVERED US FROM THE WRATH to come.

Paul guarantees that believers in his gospel of Christ crucified for our sins will be AT REST WHERE PAUL IS in heaven at the time that Christ returns to earth at the end of Jacob’s tribulation.

2 Thessalonians 1:6,  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God 
to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
2 Thessalonians 1:7,  And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

God calls the deliverance of the body of Christ before Israel’s tribulation, being “CAUGHT UP”, and “REST”.

1 Corinthians 15:49,  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.
1 Corinthians 15:50,  Now this I say, brethren, 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
1 Corinthians 15:51,  ¶Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
1 Corinthians 15:52,  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:53,  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

1 Thessalonians 4:13,  ¶But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
1 Thessalonians 4:14,  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

Remember that the saved person’s BODY is in the ground, (or still ON the ground, if still alive), but his spirit is in heaven “in Christ” from the moment he is saved. God will bring with Him, our spirit that has already been made to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:6,  And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together IN HEAVENLY PLACES in Christ Jesus:

1 Thessalonians 4:15,  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

“Prevent”, pre (before), vent, veni  (to come). TO COME BEFORE.

In other words: (we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not COME BEFORE them which are asleep.)

1 Thessalonians 4:16,  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
1 Thessalonians 4:17,  Then we which are alive and remain 
SHALL BE CAUGHT UP together WITH THEM in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 4:18,  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

After Jacob’s tribulatioin and then Christ’s return to earth, Israel, on earth again, will go through the millennial reign of Christ on earth.

Then, after all the times, seasons, dispensations, administrations, and operations of God, He will bring about Ephesians 1:10.

Ephesians 1:10,  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things IN CHRIST, 
both which ARE IN heaven, and which ARE ON earth; 
even IN HIM:
	
It is likely that there are still people that are comfortable referring to the “transition period”. I just hope that, now, they realize that it is not some foggy, NO-MAN’S land. The timing and events between Israel’s fall in Acts 7 and Israel’s casting away in Acts 28 were planned by God, and carried out by God and by those to whom He has committed the carrying out of His plan.

 - Mike McGlathery
