
SORTING OUT ACTS HAPPENINGS.
Studied by Mike McGlathery.

When people talk about Cornelius possibly being saved into the body of Christ, are they talking about what the record shows in Acts 10 and 11? Or, are they talking about the possibility that after Peter preached the circumcision gospel to him, Cornelius could have later heard Paul's gospel of Christ and believed that and been saved at that time?  

Also, God did NOT exclude anyone from being saved. In the old testament, Gentiles who ignored Israel, or cursed Israel, excluded themselves from God's salvation. That is confirmed by John 4:22: "salvation of the Jews." 

John 4:22 
Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: 
for salvation is of the Jews.

Couldn't Gentiles come to God by blessing Israel according to Genesis 12:3?  
	
Genesis 12:3 
And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

Weren't those who did bless Israel, the Gentiles that qualified under the commonwealth of Israel, and could take the next step of getting circumcised as proselytes, and their offspring being raised as Israelites?

Also, did those Israelites, before Paul, who believed the gospel of the kingdom get saved 
(1) when they believe it, or 
(2) when they died, IF they had endured, or 
(3) at the return of Christ, IF they had endured, according to 

Acts 3:19 
Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, 
that your sins MAY be blotted out, 
WHEN the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord?  

And, according to 

1 Peter 1:5 
Who are kept by the power of God 
THROUGH FAITH 
unto salvation 
ready to be revealed 
in the last time.

I believe that in Acts 10, Cornelius became sanctified (1 Peter 1:2) unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5). I believe that, before Paul, Gentiles could always be saved by blessing Israel, believing the God of Abraham, abiding by the Law, and enduring to the end to at the end, be saved into the LAND.  

   ---=====================================---   

As far as the middle wall of partition, we need to study to determine whether those ordinances are the Mosaic Law which is sometimes called "ordinances" in the old testament.    

Or, whether they are called "burdens", given to the Gentiles in Acts 15, which were also, accommodations for the Jews.There were several kinds of accommodations given to Gentiles:
	(1) The Acts 15 meeting rules, called "burdens" (Acts 15:20-21,28-29)
	(2) Tongues rules (1 Cor.14:26-34)
	(3) Some people include Paul's later guides to using gifts (Rom.12:6-8).
	(4) (All those accommodating burdens were before Israel was fully blinded. 
They were to accommodate Israel, 
so they stopped before the Bible was completed.)

  --=========================================--  

So, lets start by looking at the verses about ordinances, starting in the old testament

Exodus 12:13-14 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land of Egypt. 
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; 
and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; 
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
Exodus 12:43  
¶And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, 
This is the ordinance of the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof:

Leviticus 18:4  
Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, 
to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.
Numbers 15:15  
One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, 
and also for the stranger that sojourneth with you, 
an ordinance for ever in your generations: 
as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the LORD.
Psalms 99:7  
He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: 
they kept his testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them.
Isaiah 24:5  
The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they have transgressed the laws, 
changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant.

Malachi 3:7  
¶Even from the days of your fathers 
ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. 
Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 
But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
  --============================--  
Luke 1:5  
¶There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, 
a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: 
and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.
6  
And they were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.
 
Hebrews 9:1  
¶Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, 
and a worldly sanctuary.
Hebrews 9:10  
Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, 
and carnal ordinances, 
imposed on them until the time of reformation.


  --=====================================--  

So, the Mosaic Law itself, is called "ordinances"
Those ordinances were only given to Israel

Romans 3:2 
	Much every way: chiefly, 
	because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.
Romans 9:4 
	Who are Israelites; 
	to whom pertaineth 
	the adoption, and 
	the glory, and 
	the covenants, and 
	the giving of the law, and 
	the service of God, and 
	the promises;

  --============================================--  

That was all about the Law of Moses, as ORDINANCES.
BUT NOW, what about the accommodating "ordinances" given to Gentiles

	AGAIN, There were several kinds of accommodations given to Gentiles:
	(1) The Acts 15 meeting outcome "burdens" (Acts 15:20-21,28-29)
	(2) Tongues rules (1 Cor.14:26-34)
	(3) Some people include Paul's later guides to using gifts (Rom.12:6-8).
	(4) (But, all were before Israel's Acts 28 casting away.)

First, lets look at the four Acts 15:20-21,28-29, "burdens", 
"necessary" for the Gentiles believers in Paul’s gospel, 
to "do well (Acts 15:29)" 
for the remnant according to the election of grace (Rom.11:5).

Then we will look at the other ordinances or rules, 
	that Paul also gave to those Gentiles 
	that came out of the synagogues.

Then, we will compare Paul's 2 later references to ordinances in Eph. and Col.

Are the Eph.2:14-16 ordinances, ordinances to divide Israel from the Gentiles, 
or to "make more gracious" the preaching of Paul's gospel, 
to save the remnant according to the election of grace?  

Are the Col.2:14-23 ordinances, ordinances to divide Israel from the Gentiles, 
or to "make more gracious" the preaching of Paul's gospel, 
to save the remnant according to the election of grace?  

  --=========================================--  

There was a 
	DISTINCTION BETWEEN the JEWS and the GENTILES
	While reading about them, 
	keep in mind, (copy into room text)

Did these particular ordinances help to 

EMPHASIZE the DISTINCTION between Israel, and the Gentiles
		(as the Mosaic Law did).
	or to 
DE-EMPHASIZE  the DISTINCTION between Israel, and the Gentiles
		(as the Acts 15 accommodations did).

There was a time when God used certain Ordinances 
	to prevent the Jews from associating with Gentiles
Then, there was a time when God also used other ordinances
	to draw Israel's remnant according to the election of grace, 
	draw them to what God was doing among those Gentiles, 
who had blessed Israel, provoking Israel to jealousy.
	
Did those particular Acts 15 ordinances help Israel to 

SEPARATE?
or, did they help Israel to 
ACCEPT IT
	that God was NOW working among the Gentiles?

That will help determine which ordinances are being talked about,
	in Eph.2:14-16,
		and 
	in Col.2:14-23.

First, lets look at the Acts 15 "burdens"	
mentioned by Israel.

Acts 15:20 
But that WE write unto THEM, that they 
abstain from pollutions of idols, and 
from fornication, and 
from things strangled, and 
from blood.
Acts 15:21 
For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, 
being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.
Acts 15:28 
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, 
to lay upon you 
NO GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE NECESSARY THINGS;
Acts 15:29 
That ye 
abstain from meats offered to idols, and 
from blood, and 
from things strangled, and 
from fornication: 
from which IF ye keep yourselves, 
ye shall do well. 
Fare ye well.

Paul is refering to those ordinances 
	when he praises the Corinthian believers.

1 Corinthians 11:2  
Now I praise you, brethren, 
that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

  --=============================--

Now, lets read, to discover whether 
	other ordinances, or rules, ordained by Paul,
EMPHASIZE, or	
DE-EMPHASIZE
	the DISTINCTION between Israel, and the Gentiles.

( R E V I E W ) TO START PART 2
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
(NOT THE END OF PART 1)

In 1 Corinthians 14:1-20, Paul writes that 
there was a purpose for the tongues, and other sign gifts. 
But that in the church, 
there is another need. 
Instead of signs to Israel outside the church,
inside the church, there is the need for 

EDIFICATION

1 Corinthians 14:2  
For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, 
but unto God: for NO man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries (secrets).
3  
But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, 
and exhortation, and comfort.
4  
He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.
5  
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: 
for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, 
THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING.
6  
¶Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, 
what shall I profit you, 
except I shall speak to you either 
by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?

1 Corinthians 14:17  
For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is NOT EDIFIED.
18  
I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:
19  
YET in the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.
20  
Brethren, be not children in UNDERSTANDING: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN.

EDIFICATION

First Corinthians 14:20, is another display 
that there had been an end to the tongues 
that had been given to the early Jews and Greeks 
that had come into the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 14:20  
Brethren, be not children in UNDERSTANDING: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in UNDERSTANDING be men.

Compare that to 1 Cor.13:9-12

1 Corinthians 13:9  
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
10  
But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.
11  
When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: 
but when I BECAME A MAN, I put away childish things.
12  
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; 
but THEN SHALL I KNOW even as also I am known.

Especially 
1 Corinthians 13:11 
When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: 
but when I BECAME A MAN, I put away childish things.

Now back to 
1 Corinthians 14:20 
Brethren, be NOT children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in UNDERSTANDING be men.

Next, Paul tells the reason for Corinth’s SIGN gifts

21  
¶In the law it is written, 
With men of other tongues and other lips 
will I SPEAK UNTO this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.
22  
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.

Remember, that applied at that time, to that situation, which has ended.
Corinth’s body of Christ church, 
came out of the Jewish synagogue,
to meet within easy ear shot of that Jewish congregation.
So, because of their proximity, 
they had been given signs to prove to those Jews,
that it was really God that was working through Paul,
and Paul’s gospel.

The Bible said that in Exodus 10:2, and Numbers 14:11.  

Exodus 10:2  
And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, 
what things I have wrought in Egypt, 
and MY SIGNS which I have done among them; 
THAT YE MAY KNOW how that I am the LORD.
Numbers 14:11  
And the LORD said unto Moses, 
How long will this people (ISRAEL) provoke me? 
and how long will it be 
ere THEY BELIEVE ME, FOR ALL THE SIGNS 
which I have shewed among them?
John 4:48 
Then said Jesus unto him, 
Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe.

END OF PART 1 OF 2
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l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
l	l	l	l	l	l	l
AFTER REVIEW THIS STARTS PART 2 OF 2

Here is the situation in Corinth, 
and the need for signs to provoke Israel to jealousy.

Acts 18:1  
¶After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;
2  
And found a certain Jew named Aquila, 
born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, 
with his wife Priscilla; 
(because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) 
and came unto them.
3  
And because he was of the same craft, 
he abode with them, and wrought: 
for by their occupation they were tentmakers.
4  
And he reasoned  in the synagogue  every sabbath, 
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.
5  
And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, 
Paul was pressed in the spirit, 
and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.
6  
And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, 
he shook his raiment, and said unto them, 
Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: 
from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.
7  
¶And he departed thence, 
and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, 
one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.
8  
And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing  believed, and were baptized.

Lets go back to Paul’s rules and ordinances 
about tongues back then.

1 Corinthians 14:26  
¶How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, 
every one of you 
hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. 
LET ALL THINGS BE DONE UNTO EDIFYING.
27  
If any man speak in an unknown tongue, 
LET IT BE BY TWO, OR AT THE MOST BY THREE, 
and that by course; 
and let one interpret.
28  
But IF THERE BE NO INTERPRETER, 
LET HIM KEEP SILENCE IN THE CHURCH; 
and let him speak to himself, and to God.
29  
Let the prophets SPEAK TWO OR THREE, and let the other judge.
30  
If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, 
LET THE FIRST HOLD HIS PEACE.
31  
For ye may all PROPHESY ONE BY ONE, 
that ALL MAY LEARN, 
and ALL MAY BE COMFORTED.
32  
And the spirits of the prophets ARE subject to the prophets.
33  
For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
34  
¶Let your WOMEN KEEP SILENCE in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, 
as also saith the law.
35  
And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
36  
¶What? came the WORD OF GOD out from you? 
or came it unto you ONLY?
37 
If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.
38  
But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.
39  
Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy 
(at that point, in Paul’s 4th of 13 epistles), 
and forbid not to speak with tongues.
(EXERCIZE GRACE in the ending of tongue talking)
40  
Let all things be done decently and in order.

  --=============================--  

Lets see what difference takes place in the writings about ordinances,
after the end of Israel's diminishing, when they are cast away.

Consider whether the following verses 

EMPHASIZE the DISTINCTIONS between Israel and the Gentiles.
 or
DE-EMPHASIZE the DISTINCTIONS between Israel and the Gentiles.

Ephesians 2:14  
	For he is our peace, who hath made both one, 
	and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
Ephesians 2:15  
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
Ephesians 2:16  
	And that he might reconcile both unto God 
	in one body by the cross, 
	having slain the enmity thereby:

(consider the above)
Are the Eph.2:14-16 ordinances, ordinances to divide Israel from the Gentiles,
as the Mosaic Law did? 

Or did they "make more gracious" the preaching of Paul's gospel 
to save the remnant according to the election of grace?  
Are they to help save, or to help separate?
That will help determine which ordinances they are in Eph.2:14-16.

  --============================================--  

Now, what about the Colossians verses?
Lets read them and consider whether they

EMPHASIZE
 or
DE-EMPHASIZE

The DISTINCTIONS between Israel and the Gentiles.

Colossians 2:14-3:3  
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
15  
And having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
16  
Let no man therefore judge you 
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:
17  
Which are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Christ.
18  
Let no man beguile you of your reward 
in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,
19  
And not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God.
20  
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,
21 
 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;
22  
Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?
23  
Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom 
in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; 
not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.
Colossians 3:1-3 
¶If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
2  
Set your affection on things above, 
NOT on things on the earth.
3  
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
  --=========================--  
Are the Col.2:14-23 ordinances, ordinances to divide Israel from the Gentiles,
as the Mosaic Law did? 

Or did they "make more gracious" the preaching of Paul's gospel 
to save the remnant according to the election of grace?  
Are they to help save, or to help separate?
That will help determine which ordinances are in Col.2:14-23.


THE END

by Mike McGlathery
