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Sins Forgiven When?

by Mike McGlathery


In considering the issue of what the Bible says about when it is that a person's sins are FORGIVEN, may we let our “speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt”. May we never alienate members of the body of Christ. 

Christ died for our sins. The wages of sin is death, and Christ PAID those wages. He BOUGHT BACK or REDEEMED sinners by fully paying the full price of the penalty for all people's sins.  By being bought back to God, all people become God's purchased possession. By buying us back to himself, God could do what he wanted to do with us. 

What does God want to do with us?  What is God's will for us?  -  

1 Timothy 2:4. (God) Who will have all men to BE SAVED, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth". 

Since its God's will for all men to be saved, how can he legally save us who have been bought back to himself?  That is the purpose of the gospel, to allow us the choice to ACCEPT or REJECT God and his forgiveness, justification, quickening, and salvation. 

There is a sense in which "SIN IS NOT THE ISSUE", just as much as our own self-righteousness is NOT THE ISSUE. The issue is that on our own, ALL people COME SHORT OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS and GLORY OF GOD.

At the moment of FAITH the believer instantly goes FROM ”DEAD IN SINS", TO forgiven, justified, quickened, and saved.

By the way, I am still looking for a verse that nobody has yet supplied me saying that people who do NOT believe Paul's gospel of salvation have already been "FORGIVEN" their sins.  I know that "the wages of SIN is death" (Romans 6:23).  I know that Jesus Christ "after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God...." (Hebrews 1:3, 10:12). 

In the following verses, we see that SIN is the opposite of RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Psalms 1:5.  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 
nor SINNERS IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
Proverbs 14:34,  RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH a nation: 
but SIN is a REPROACH to any people.
Luke 5:32.  I came NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, 
BUT SINNERS to repentance.
Romans 5:19.  For as by one man's DISOBEDIENCE 
MANY were made SINNERS, 
so by the obedience of one shall MANY be MADE RIGHTEOUS.
Romans 6:17.  Being then made free from SIN, 
YE BECAME the servants of RIGHTEOUSNESS.  
Romans 6:20.  For when ye were the servants of SIN, 
ye were free from RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Notice in Psalms 1:5, and Proverbs 14:34, and Luke 5:32 how SIN opposes RIGHTEOUSNESS. They are in direct opposition to each other. Also, notice in 

Romans 5:19. that "by the obedience of one (Christ) 
shall MANY (SINNERS) be made RIGHTEOUS." 

IF Christ already forgave all the sins of all the disbelievers at the cross, then Romans 5:19 would NOT say what it says.  INSTEAD, it would say "by the obedience of one shall ALL be MADE RIGHTEOUS". But it does NOT say that because the Bible never says that all DISBELIEVERS' sins were all FORGIVEN at the cross.  They were only died for, paid for by the cross, to be forgiven when the individual RECEIVES that (paid for) forgiveness.  

Isaiah 53:11.  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: 
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify MANY; 
for he shall bear their iniquities.

He shall bear whose iniquities? The "MANY", NOT necessarily for all. Being REDEEMED is a synonym for being bought back.  Christ paid the price for all. But that still leaves the second part of the verse in 

Romans 6:23. "For the wages of sin is death; 
but the GIFT OF GOD is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord".  

Christ died for disbelievers' sins to buy them back, to REDEEM them. But, the disbelievers, themselves, were not yet forgiven at the cross. Christ died for all people sins, but the individual  must "RECEIVE abundance of grace and of the GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Romans 5:17-19). 

Romans 5:17  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

When disbelievers do NOT receive abundance of grace and of the GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, they have refused the imputing of the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God.  They are still in their own unrighteousness, "dead in sin".  

Ephesians 2:1.  And you hath he quickened, 
who WERE DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS;

At the time when we were quickened by faith, we had been dead in trespasses and sins. That is past tense. Our sins were still on us.

Ephesians 2:5.  Even when WE WERE DEAD IN SINS, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Colossians 2:13.  And YOU, BEING DEAD IN YOUR SINS 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses;

Their being “quickened together with him” came after they had been “dead in sins” still needing forgiveness of sins.

The RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD is the opposite of SIN. DISBELIEVERS are still "dead in trespasses and sins", being not yet crucified with Christ, and being not yet raised up together, and being not yet imputed the righteousness of God, and being not yet made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  

Paul himself said that "forgiveness of sins" must be RECEIVED in:

Acts 26:18. To open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that THEY MAY RECEIVE forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified BY FAITH that is in me.

Romans 5:17.  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which 
RECEIVE ABUNDANCE of grace and OF THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

A person's forgiveness from SIN is already bought, but it is only IMPARTED to believers upon belief, just like the opposite side of the coin, the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 

Romans 3:22. "Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all 
and UPON ALL them that BELIEVE...."  

In other words, In this dispensation of the grace of God, God is uniform in his application of the remedy for sin. Reconciliation must be received by the individual in order for it to apply to the individual (Second Corinthians 5:20 “be ye reconciled to God”). And, justification and righteousness must be received by the individual in order for it to apply to the individual (Romans 3:22-28). And, forgiveness must be received by the individual in order for it to apply to the individual (Acts 26:18, Acts 13:38-39, Romans 5:17-19).

"Christ died for our sins". But, IF Christ forgave all the disbelievers' sins, AND IF that was, "ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES", as the same verses say in 1st Corinthians 15:3,4, then where is the Old Testament scripture verse which says that Christ would FORGIVE ALL the sins of all the world’s disbelievers? In the Old Testament, we are only told that “My Righteous Servant” would forgive the sins of Israel and those who come to God through Israel’s gospel, doctrine, and program.

Think about this.  In Matthew 12:31-32, Jesus Christ told about Israel's UNFORGIVABLE sin. In Acts 7, verses 51, 55, and 58, Saul of Tarsus patriotically committed that UNFORGIVABLE sin. How could it be UNFORGIVABLE IF Jesus Christ had already FORGIVEN that sin, a year earlier ON THE CROSS. That would be using a private interpretation according to:

2 Peter 1:20. Knowing this first, that 
no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

Saying that all the disbelievers' sins were forgiven at the cross is giving a private interpretation that CONFLICTS with the rest of scripture.

Even today, in our daily activities, if you wrong me, and then later, I forgive you for wronging me, I am forgiving you. But suppose that before I forgave you, you became bitter at me for not immediately forgiving you. Later, when I do forgive you, you might NOT RECEIVE the forgiveness. You might say “Stay away from me; I don’t want your forgiveness. I don’t need your forgiveness”. Then you do not yet have the forgiveness that was offered to you. 

But, regardless of our philosophies, our speculations, and our own understanding, what matters is what the Bible actually says about what is the issue that separates people from God.  Sin is NOT the issue, but that is NOT because the sins of believers and disbelievers were ALL FORGIVEN at the cross. The Bible never says that all sins were FORGIVEN at the cross, they were only paid for at the cross making provision to forgive the BELIEVER'S sins. Christ paid the full penalty (wages) for our sins. That is redemption, BUT it is NOT forgiveness. To redeem is to buy back. Forgiveness is reserved for all BELIEVERS in Paul's gospel of salvation, those who receive forgiveness (Acts 26:18, Romans 5:17-19), and also to those who endure to the end in Israel’s circumcision gospel (Acts 3:18-21). 

The issue is faith in the righteousness of God. How does 2nd Corinthians 5:17-21 fit in,especially 5:19 where it says "...reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them (the world). 

2 Corinthians 5:17.  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.
2 Corinthians 5:18.  And all things are of God, 
who hath RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF by Jesus Christ, 
and hath GIVEN TO US THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION;
2 Corinthians 5:19.  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the WORLD unto himself, 
not IMPUTING their TRESPASSES unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:20.  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you BY US: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, 
BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD.
2 Corinthians 5:21. For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

In those verses, I see four elements with variable meanings, that might have a bearing on how the rest of the verses are to be taken to mean.

(1.) ”Trespasses”, Ephesians 2:1, Colossians 2:13.
Trespasses are not the same as iniquities, abominations, or sins. In Ephesians 2:1, we see that trespasses and sins are combined as our past condition that we were dead and needed quickening.

Ephesians 2:1  And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins;

In Ezekiel 14:13 we see that trespassing is a type of sin. So, not all sins are trespasses.

Ezekiel 14:13  Son of man, when the land 
sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, 
then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, 
and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, 
and will cut off man and beast from it:

In Ezekiel 18:24 we see that along with sins and trespasses, iniquity, and abominations are other wrongs done against God.

Ezekiel 18:24  But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, 
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to 
all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? 
All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: 
in his trespass that he hath trespassed, 
and in his sin that he hath sinned, 
in them shall he die.

We can see that sins and trespasses are not exactly the same things. So, we can see that when the Bible says “not imputing their trespasses unto them”, it is commenting on trespasses, but not necessarily commenting on iniquities, abominations, and other sins.


(2.) The use of the word "world". 

In the Bible there are at least two meanings of the word “world”. In Psalms 18:15, 19:4, we can see the wider more general use of the word “world”, meaning the whole earth. But in First John 2:15-17, Romans 12:2, First Corinthians 2:6,12, Second Corinthians 4:4, Philippians 2:15, we find a more specific use of the word “world”, with its meaning being very close to what the word “Gentile” means, that being “not God’s people”, but the “world” can include disbelieving Israel, too, as well as Gentiles.

1 John 2:15  Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.
1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world.
1 John 2:17  And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.


Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

1 Corinthians 2:6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: 
yet not the wisdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
1 Corinthians 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

1 Corinthians 6:2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

2 Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.

Philippians 2:15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;

So, when Paul said in the Bible that God speaks of “reconciling the world unto himself” we cannot automatically assume he is talking about every individual in the “world”. But rather, He could be talking about the change in what God was dispensing for the salvation of believers, a dispensational change. God was no longer only working with the world through Israel by reconciling Israel unto himself. God was starting to work with the whole world and not only working with Israel. It is now the world that God is reconciling to himself. Can you see the separation of the terms “the world”, and “the people”, “Israel”?

We need to be careful not to apply a meaning to the word “world” that Paul did not mean.

(3.) ”Not imputing”.

In the past, what was happening when God did NOT impute trespasses? What caused Him to not impute trespasses for while? When were those trespasses imputed. To whom were they imputed. Sin is NOT imputed when there is no law.

Romans 5:13.  (For until the law sin was in the world: 
but sin is NOT IMPUTED WHEN THERE IS NO LAW.

So, there was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law.

Galatians 3:19.  ¶Wherefore then serveth the law? 
It was ADDED BECAUSE OF TRANSGRESSIONS, 
TILL THE SEED SHOULD COME to whom the promise was made; 
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.
Galatians 3:16.  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ.

There was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law. But then, the Law was added because of transgressions, until the Seed should come which is Christ.

Acts 17:30.  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

There was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law. But then, the Law was added because of transgressions, until the Seed should come which is Christ. Before the Law, God winked at the times of ignorant sin and idolatry knowing that He was sending the Remedy, the Seed, which is Christ.

Romans 3:25.  (Christ Jesus) Whom God hath set forth to be 
A PROPITIATION through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission of SINS THAT ARE PAST, 
through the forbearance of God;

There was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law. But then, the Law was added because of transgressions, until the Seed should come which is Christ. Before the Law, God winked at the times of ignorant sin and idolatry knowing that He was sending the Remedy, the Seed, which is Christ. When the Law was added, it exposed every trespass which showed the need for a blood sacrifice. But then, at the crucifixion, the blood of the cross was a satisfying sacrifice to remit the sins that were forborne in the times that passed before the crucifixion of Christ.


Romans 10:4.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth.
Romans 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

There was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law. But then, the Law was added because of transgressions, until the Seed should come which is Christ. Before the Law, God winked at the times of ignorant sin and idolatry knowing that He was sending the Remedy, the Seed, which is Christ. When the Law was added, it exposed every trespass which showed the need for a blood sacrifice. But then, at the crucifixion, the blood of the cross was a satisfying sacrifice to remit the sins that were forborne in the times that passed before the crucifixion of Christ. Christ was the end of the believers’ futile attempts to gain righteousness by the Law. Being under grace, not Law, God is reconciling with us by NOT imputing our trespasses to us. But instead, God is imputing all our sin to Christ on the cross.

2 Corinthians 5:19.  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the WORLD unto himself, 
NOT IMPUTING THEIR TRESPASSES unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:20.  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you BY US: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, 
BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD.

There was sin in the world before the giving of the Law to Moses for Israel. But that sin was not imputed while there was no Law. But then, the Law was added because of transgressions, until the Seed should come which is Christ. Before the Law, God winked at the times of ignorant sin and idolatry knowing that He was sending the Remedy, the Seed, which is Christ. When the Law was added, it exposed every trespass which showed the need for a blood sacrifice. But then, at the crucifixion, the blood of the cross was a satisfying sacrifice to remit the believers’ sins that were forborne in the times that passed before the crucifixion of Christ. Christ was the end of the believers’ futile attempts to gain righteousness by the Law. God is not imputing trespasses to us now having earned the means of saving us from sin’s penalty by the blood of the cross. But this power of God to reconcile, forgive, and save us must be received. This power of God to save us is called “the gospel of Christ” and is proclaimed in First Corinthians 15:1-6. 

When will the trespasses of “the world” be imputed and to whom will they be imputed? The sins of the world were all paid for by the one Mediator, Jesus Christ on the cross. Those who receive Christ’s payment for their sin, and sins, are forgiven, having their sin and sins imputed to Christ on the cross. Those do defy God, not receiving Christ’s payment for their sins are reported as bearing their own sin and sins. Their trespasses are not imputed to another, but they remain on them as disbeliever having pleasure in UNRIGHTEOUSNESS instead of being forgiven and RIGHTEOUS with the righteousness of God. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9  Even him, 
whose coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders,
2 Thessalonians 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 
in them that perish; 
BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED NOT THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH, 
THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED.
2 Thessalonians 2:11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie:
2 Thessalonians 2:12  That they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
2 Thessalonians 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to 
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and 
belief of the truth:
2 Thessalonians 2:14  Whereunto HE CALLED YOU BY OUR GOSPEL, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 2:15  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, 
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or OUR EPISTLE.

	Here, we have seen that belief is the pivotal point. Belief is the issue.

(4.) “Reconciling”

2nd Corinthians 5:19 has to be understood in the light of 2nd Corinthians 5:18, and 20. God offers us reconciliation through the gospel of salvation. Reconciliation for all is available by Second Corinthians 5:18-21.

2 Corinthians 5:18.  And all things are of God, 
who hath RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF by Jesus Christ, 
and hath GIVEN TO US THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION;
2 Corinthians 5:19.  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the WORLD unto himself, 
not IMPUTING their TRESPASSES unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:20.  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you BY US: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, 
BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD.
2 Corinthians 5:21.  For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

We can see in Second Corinthians 5:20 that God “reconciled us to himself”, “reconciling the world unto himself”. We can see after that reconciliation, that ambassadors for Christ are to beseech others to “be ye reconciled to God”. By that, we can see that the actual, reciprocal, bi-directional reconciliation needs to be received by the individual in order to complete the mutual reconciliation.

Those are the four elements whose varied meanings need to be understood in connection with the context of the rest of scripture. Again, those four elements are: “trespasses, “the world”, “not imputing”, and “reconciling”.

Paul was never forgiven in Israel's doctrine, gospel, and law ministration. In order to forgive and save Saul of Tarsus, Christ had to (and had willed to) start a new pattern of SAVING UNFORGIVABLE SINNERS like Paul, and like us alien Gentiles. Paul’s unforgivable sin could not just be excused. The sin and condemnation that causes our sins all had to be placed on the only Sin-bearer as the only Mediator, and carried out as an execution on the cross of Calvary in order for Paul to receive the forgiveness that Jesus Christ earned for him by the blood of the cross. Paul’s sin and his sins had to be died for, not just excused or covered over. Our sin and our sins must be died for by the only Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus. To receive forgiveness and salvation, believe that Christ sufficiently died your death for your sin and for your sins, that he was buried, and resurrected the third day.

Paul explained that in First Timothy 1:15-16. Notice that Paul used the same word translated as "in me FIRST" as he had used earlier that is translated as "I am CHIEF". Paul claimed here to be the FIRST individual saved AS A SINNER in a dispensation of the gospel (righteousness, [Second Corinthians 3:9]) instead of as a sacrificing, law-abider in the ministration of the law (condemnation, death [Second Corinthians 3:7, 9]). Paul gave a brief condensation of that pattern's new gospel of salvation after Paul in the last seven words of First Timothy 1:16. That pretty well matches Paul's brief condensation of the gospel of salvation after Paul in Acts 16:31.

1 Timothy 1:16. “… hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.”
Acts 16:31. “… Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ….”

1 Timothy 1:15.  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.
1 Timothy 1:16.  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

Galatians 1:11. But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
Galatians 1:12.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 1:15.  But when it pleased God, 
who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,
Galatians 1:16.  To reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

Don't forget that Acts 13:38-39 connects "forgiveness of sins" with "all that believe", as well as it connects with being justified. Don't forget that Acts 26:18 says that to have "forgiveness of sins" they must "receive" it. Don't forget that both Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 1:14 connect "forgiveness of sins" with those who already HAVE redemption through his blood, being "in whom" (in Christ). 

Ephesians 1:7.  In whom WE have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Colossians 1:14.  In whom WE have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

No scripture can be found that says those who are NOT "in Christ" have forgiveness of sins. Disbelievers have the ability to “receive” forgiveness of sins, but they do NOT yet have forgiveness itself before they believe and receive it to their need of forgiveness.

There actually was a different change occurring around that time that confuses some people. According to First Timothy 2:6, and Titus 1:3, it was only “in due time”, that Christ expanded Paul’s sending to preach the gospel of salvation to all men, instead of only sending him to preach the gospel of salvation to the Jews and Greeks at first. But that change was a change in Paul’s sending to all people, not a change in forgiveness being “upon all”. Those who still need forgiveness are not righteous, and certainly not having the righteousness of God. The righteousness of God was “unto all”, but it was not “UPON ALL”.  The righteousness of God was only “UPON ALL them that believe”. 

Romans 3:22.  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and 
UPON ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE: for there is no difference:

Acts 13:38.  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
that THROUGH THIS MAN is preached unto you THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS:
Acts 13:39.  And BY HIM ALL THAT BELIEVE ARE JUSTIFIED from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

Acts 26:18.  To open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Ephesians 1:7.  IN WHOM WE have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

Colossians 1:14.  IN WHOM WE have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

As long as people believe and preach Paul’s gospel, and not another gospel of salvation, we are fellow members of the body of Christ. We need to extend grace to the other members of the body of Christ with whom we are endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in THE BOND OF PEACE, rather than splintering the body of Christ, being insistent on differing understandings of peripheral issues. 

Colossians 4:6.  Let your speech be alway with grace, 
seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how YE OUGHT TO ANSWER every man.
