RELIEF, LEADERS, WOMEN.

RELIEF by Elders, Bishops, Overseers, Ministers, Stewards, Administrators.
Male receivers of the newly inspired scripture: First Cor.13:11, 14:34-40

As we go through these scriptures, we will be looking for 3 things: 
First, relief aid from the body of Christ churches, to the church of God in Jerusalem,
	Second, leadership and revelation in the early body of Christ churches,
	Then thirdly, we can understand Paul's statements about women in the early church meetings.

In referring to the leadership within the body of Christ churches, we need to rid our minds of preconceived ideas we may have from traditions or from being told things that left an unscriptural impression. We also must identify which verses are actually talking about leadership, and not ministering or serving, and not just a position or office. We will get to more about Biblical church leadership later in this study. Here we only want to identify the three main sources of church leadership information in Paul’s epistles,

		Philippians 3:17, 
		First Thessalonians 1:7, and
		First Thessalonians 5:12-13.

Philippians 3:17, 
Brethren, be followers together of me, 
and mark them which walk so as 
ye have us for an ensample.
First Thessalonians 1:7, and
So that ye were ensamples to 
all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.
First Thessalonians 5:12-13.
And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you;
1 Thessalonians 5:13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. 
And be at peace among yourselves.
First Timothy 5:17-22.
1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.
1 Timothy 5:18 For the scripture saith, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. 
And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.
1 Timothy 5:22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, 
neither be partaker of other men's sins: 
keep thyself pure.

Now, let us start with the information Paul has provided about the early body of Christ churches’ aid, to the church of God in Jerusalem.

RELIEF, AID (11 events referenced in order): 

Acts 11:27-30, 12:25, the body of Christ's first action, determined to 
send relief to Jerusalem.
Acts 14:21-23, "ordained them elders in every church." (Acts 14:23).
Galatians 2:9-10, "WE SHOULD remember the poor". (Galatians 2:10).
First Thessalonians 5:14, "SUPPORT the weak".
First Corinthians 16:1-4, 13-18, 
"I have GIVEN ORDER ... so do ye".  (1st Cor.16:1).
"your liberality unto Jerusalem". (1st Cor.16:3).
"Submit yourselves unto such ...." (1st Cor.16:16). (those who 
addicted themselves to serving the poor saints in 
the church of God in Jerusalem).
Second Corinthians 8:4, 9:1, 10, 12, 13, (8:1 to 9:15), 
"ministering to the saints". (2nd Cor.8:4).
"ministering to the saints". (2nd Cor.9:1).
"this service ... supplieth the want of the saints,"(2nd Cor.9:12). 
"liberal distribution". (2nd Cor.9:13).
Romans 12:13,  "Distributing to the necessity of saints."
Romans 15:25-27, 
"minister unto the saints." (Rom.15:25). 
"a certain contribution for the poor saints," (Rom.15:26). 
"their DEBTORS they are," (Rom.15:27).
"their DUTY is also to minister unto them in carnal things." (Rom.15:27).
Acts 20:17,28,33-35, 
"the Holy Ghost hath made you 
OVERSEERS, TO FEED the church of God" (Acts 20:28)
"so labouring YE OUGHT TO SUPPORT the weak ...." (Acts 20:35).
First Timothy 2:8 through 3:16, 
"a good work." (1st Tim.3:1). 
"take care of the church of God," (1st Tim.3:5). 
"how thou OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE thyself...." (1st Tim.3:15).
Titus 1:5, 7. 
"...set in order the THINGS THAT ARE WANTING, and 
ordain elders...." (Tts.1:5). 
"… as the STEWARD of God...." (Tts.1:7).

Preview Verses for Orientation:

Romans 15:25, But now I go unto Jerusalem to MINISTER unto the saints. 
Romans 15:26, For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia 
to make a certain CONTRIBUTION for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

1 Corinthians 16:3,  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, 
them will I send to bring your liberality unto JERUSALEM.

We will see that this is an early reference to “elders” before they were named as such.

Here in Acts 20:28, Paul is talking to those named as elders from the body of Christ church in Ephesus.

Acts 20:28, Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, 
over the which the Holy Ghost HATH made you OVERSEERS, 
to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Acts 20:35, I have shewed you all things, 
how that so LABOURING ye ought to SUPPORT the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive. 

Apostle Paul wrote this to the saved believers in Corinth.

2 Corinthians 9:9,  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; 
he hath given to the poor: 
his righteousness remaineth for ever.
2 Corinthians 9:10, Now he that MINISTERETH seed to the sower 
both MINISTER bread for your food, 
and multiply your seed sown, 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness; ) 
2 Corinthians 9:12, For the ADMINISTRATION of this service 
not only SUPPLIETH the want of the saints, 
but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; 
2 Corinthians 9:13, Whiles by the experiment of this MINISTRATION 
they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, 
and for your liberal DISTRIBUTION unto them, and unto all men; 


1 Corinthians 16:15, I beseech you, brethren, 
(ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, 
and that they have addicted themselves to the MINISTRY of the saints,) 
1 Corinthians 16:16, That ye submit yourselves unto such, 
and to every one that helpeth with us, and LABOURETH. 

In the beginning, aid from Antioch of Syria to Jerusalem:

Acts 11:27,  And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.

Those prophets were prophecy program prophets, NOT body of Christ prophets.

Acts 11:28,  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, 
and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: 
which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.
Acts 11:29,  Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, 
determined to send RELIEF unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea:
Acts 11:30,  Which also they did, 
and sent it to the ELDERS by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Those ELDERS were Israel's elders in the church of God in Jerusalem, NOT body of Christ elders in the churches of the Gentiles.

Acts 12:25, And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, 
when they had fulfilled their MINISTRY, 
and took with them JOHN, whose surname was MARK. 

Aid from Galatia to Jerusalem:

Acts 14:21,  And when they had preached the gospel to that city 

(Derbe), 

and had taught many, 
they returned again to Lystra 

(where Paul had been stoned), 

and to Iconium, and Antioch,
Acts 14:22,  Confirming the souls of the disciples, 
and exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
Acts 14:23,  And when they had ordained them ELDERS in every church (Acts 20:17), 
and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

Galatians 2:9, And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, 
and they unto the circumcision. 
Galatians 2:10, ONLY they would that we should REMEMBER THE POOR; 
the same which I also was forward to do.

"THE POOR" in Galatians 2:10 is THEIR POOR, the poor in the church of God there in Jerusalem.

4th - Aid from Thessalonica Macedonia to Jerusalem:

1 Thessalonians 5:14,  Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feebleminded, 
SUPPORT the weak, 
be patient toward all men. (1 Corinthians 8:11).

Weak brothers were "gospel of God", "church of God" believers that could be destroyed or perish if they did not endure to the end, meeting with the "body of Christ" believers. (Romans 14:15, 1 Corinthians 8:11).

.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

(5th - Aid from Corinth Achaia to Jerusalem):

1 Corinthians 16:1,  Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have GIVEN ORDER to the churches of Galatia, 

(Acts 14:23, and Galatians 2:10) 

even so DO YE.
1 Corinthians 16:2,  Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store 

(save up), 

as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.
1 Corinthians 16:3,  And when I come, whomsoever 
YE SHALL APPROVE BY YOUR LETTERS, 

"APPROVE" is an early reference to ELDERS, before they were named as elders.

them will I send to bring your liberality unto JERUSALEM.
1 Corinthians 16:4,  And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me.

1 Corinthians 16:13, Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 

("quit you like men" = Let the final assessment of you be that you "ACT MANLY, MATURELY".)

1 Corinthians 16:14, Let all your things be done with charity. 
1 Corinthians 16:15, I beseech you, brethren, 
(ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, 
and that they have addicted themselves to the MINISTRY of THE SAINTS,) 

Where are the saints to whom Paul and the body of Christ churches are ministering? JERUSALEM.

1 Corinthians 16:16, That ye submit yourselves unto such, 
and to every one that helpeth with us, and LABOURETH. 

(Not only do verses 15-18 encourage feeding the flock in Jerusalem, but they teach those believers to participate in giving to relieve the saints in Jerusalem.)

1 Corinthians 16:17, I am glad of the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: 
for that which was lacking on your part they have SUPPLIED. 
1 Corinthians 16:18, For they have refreshed my spirit and your's: 
therefore acknowledge ye them that are such. 

That was NOT church leadership. It was leading in a ministry, the ministry of financially relieving the church of God in Jerusalem.

6th - Aid from Corinth Achaia to Jerusalem:

2 Corinthians 8:1,  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit 

("do you to wit" or "MAKE YOU TO KNOW")

of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

(Philippi, and Thessalonica [First Thessalonians 5:14])

2 Corinthians 8:2,  How that in a great trial of affliction 
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
2 Corinthians 8:3,  For to their power, I bear record, yea, 
and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;
2 Corinthians 8:4, Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive THE GIFT, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the MINISTERING to the saints. 

Fellowship is two-way. Here fellowship is being partners in giving to the church of God in Jerusalem.

2 Corinthians 8:5,  And this they did, not as we hoped, 
but first gave their own selves to the Lord, 
and unto us by the will of God.

2 Corinthians 8:16,  But thanks be to God, which 
put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you.
2 Corinthians 8:17,  For indeed he accepted the exhortation; 
but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you.
2 Corinthians 8:18,  And we have sent with him the brother, 
whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches;
2 Corinthians 8:19,  And not that only, 
but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, 
which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, 
and declaration of your ready mind:
2 Corinthians 8:20,  Avoiding this, 
that no man should blame us in this abundance which is administered by us:
2 Corinthians 8:21,  Providing for honest things, 
not only in the sight of the Lord, 
but also in the sight of men.
2 Corinthians 8:22,  And we have sent with them our brother, 
whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, 
but now much more diligent, 
upon the great confidence which I have in you.
2 Corinthians 8:23,  Whether any do enquire of Titus, 
he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: 
or our brethren be enquired of, 
they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ.

2 Corinthians 9:1, For as touching the MINISTERING to the saints, 
it is superfluous for me to write to you: 

2 Corinthians 9:6,  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.
2 Corinthians 9:7,  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
NOT grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:8,  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work:
2 Corinthians 9:9,  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; 
he hath given to the poor: 	
his righteousness remaineth for ever.

These 2 Old Testament verses refer to Israel's poor being helped by the Lord.

Psalms 112:9  He hath dispersed, 
he hath given to the poor; 
his righteousness endureth for ever; 
his horn shall be exalted with honour.
Psalms 12:5  For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
now will I arise, saith the LORD; 
I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him.

Nothing in Psalms 112:9 or Psalms 12:5 even hints of what mystery Christ revealed to Paul.

2 Corinthians 9:10, Now he that MINISTERETH seed to the sower 
both MINISTER bread for your food, 
and multiply your seed sown, 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness; ) 
2 Corinthians 9:12, For the ADMINISTRATION of this service 
not only SUPPLIETH the want of the saints, 
but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; 
2 Corinthians 9:13, Whiles by the experiment of this MINISTRATION 
they glorify God for your professed subjection unto THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, 
and for your liberal DISTRIBUTION unto them, and unto all men; 

7th - Aid from Rome to Jerusalem

Romans 12:13  Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

8th - Aid from Greece to Jerusalem: (Acts 20:2-3).

Romans 15:25, But now I go unto Jerusalem to MINISTER unto the saints. 
Romans 15:26, For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia 
to make a certain CONTRIBUTION for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

Paul is telling what has happened in the past, not necessarily on that present trip. Paul is referring to his visits in Acts 16,17, and 18. In Thessalonica Macedonia (1 Thessalonians 5:14), 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feebleminded, 
SUPPORT the weak, 
be patient toward all men.

In Corinth Achaia (1 Corinthians 16:1, 3, and 2 Corinthians 8:4)

1 Corinthians 16:1,  Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have GIVEN ORDER to the churches of Galatia, 
even so DO YE.
1 Corinthians 16:2, Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store (save up), 
as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.
1 Corinthians 16:3, And when I come, 
whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, 
them will I send to bring your liberality unto JERUSALEM.

2 Corinthians 8:4, Praying us with much intreaty 
that we would receive THE GIFT, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the MINISTERING to the saints. 

Romans 15:27, It hath pleased them verily; and their DEBTORS they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of THEIR SPIRITUAL THINGS, 
their duty is also to MINISTER unto them in carnal things. 

9th - Aid from Ephesus, In Miletus in Asia of Turkey to Jerusalem:

Acts 20:17, And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the ELDERS of the church. 

Here we see why they had been ordained as elders. This is the only place in scripture that tells what is the purpose of ELDERS in a dispensation of the gospel of Christ, as in Second Corinthians 9:13. There is no other place in the Bible that tells some other purpose of the elders, such as to lead the body of Christ churches. Here in Acts 20:28, Paul is talking to those named as elders from the body of Christ church in Ephesus.

Acts 20:28, Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 
and to all the FLOCK, 
over the which the Holy Ghost HATH made you OVERSEERS, 

"HATH made" is PAST TENSE. just like "HATH purchased" in the end of the verse.

to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Here we see that the ELDERS in verse 17 are the OVERSEERS in verse 28. Also, we see that the word translated OVERSEER is the same word as is translated BISHOP in Titus 1, verse 7. They are all the same word and function.

Acts 20:33, I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 
Acts 20:34, Yea, ye yourselves know, 
that these hands have MINISTERED unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me. 

Paul made his own income as a tent maker. Also, verse 34 shows the meaning of "MINISTERED", is to SERVE.

Acts 20:35, I have SHEWED YOU all things, 
how that SO LABOURING ye ought to SUPPORT the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive. 

.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

(10th - later Aid to Jerusalem):

1st Timothy 2, verse 8, through 1st Timothy 3, verse 16 (below, due to length before editing).

Titus 1:5, For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain ELDERS in every city, as I had appointed thee: 
Titus 1:7, For a BISHOP must be blameless, as the STEWARD of God; 
not selfwilled, 
not soon angry, 
not given to wine, 
no striker, 
not given to FILTHY LUCRE; 

1 Timothy 2:8,  I will therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
1 Timothy 2:9,  In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; 
not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;
1 Timothy 2:10,  But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.
1 Timothy 2:11,  Let the woman LEARN in silence with all subjection.

Learn what? Learn the newly inspired, newly revealed SCRIPTURE. It was only being revealed to Paul, AND to the body of Christ prophets who were men. 

First Corinthians 14:27, 37, "ANY MAN").
1 Corinthians 14:27  If ANY MAN speak in an unknown tongue, 
let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course; 
and let one interpret.
1 Corinthians 14:28  But if there be no interpreter, 
LET HIM KEEP SILENCE in the church; 
and let him speak to himself, and to God.

In these next verses, we can see that the body of Christ prophets were placed in the early churches to receive and acknowledge the newly revealed scripture from God.

1 Corinthians 14:29  Let the prophets speak 

Speak?  Speak to whom? Speak to the whole gathered church. So, in these verses, it is between the prophets and the whole gathered church.

Let the prophets speak two or three, 
and let the other (Other what?  The other PROPHET). 
and let the other JUDGE.
1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be REVEALED to another that sitteth by, 

Another what?  Another PROPHET. 

let the first hold his peace.
1 Corinthians 14:31  For ye may all 

(Ye who? Ye prophets, from verse 29, "Let the prophets speak"). 

For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that ALL may learn, 

ALL who?  ALL the whole church.

that all may learn, and all may be comforted.
1 Corinthians 14:32  And the spirits of the prophets 
are SUBJECT TO THE PROPHETS.
1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is NOT the author of confusion, but of PEACE, 
as in all churches of the saints.

************************

Notice that the context here is the 2 kinds of speaking in the church: tongues, and prophecy.

1 Corinthians 14:34  Let your women keep silence IN THE CHURCHES: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
1 Corinthians 14:35  And IF they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to SPEAK IN THE CHURCH.

(THEREFORE) ... (1 Timothy 2, verse 12).

1 Timothy 2:12,  But I suffer NOT a woman to teach, 
NOR to usurp authority over the man, 
but to be in silence.

Paul is saying, Ladies, the Spirit is not revealing the new scripture to ladies, so you've got nothing to say.But the ladies have not been slighted. The newly inspired revelations were all being made to the MEN, and to the body of Christ PROPHETS, and to PAUL. Be in silence regarding the new revelations Christ was giving to Paul, AND to the body of Christ prophets.

1 Timothy 2:13,  For Adam was first formed, then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:14,  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.
1 Timothy 2:15,  Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

Saved from what? Saved from not teaching. Remember, Paul had just said in First Timothy 2, verse 12,

"I suffer NOT a woman to teach" .

In childbearing, she that continues in the faith and charity and holiness with sobriety, will teach the next generation, her children, and the younger women. She will be saved from not teaching.

Titus 2:3-5
Titus 2:3  The aged women likewise, 
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
NOT false accusers, NOT given to much wine, 
TEACHERS of good things;
Titus 2:4  That THEY MAY TEACH THE YOUNG WOMEN to 
be sober, 
to love their husbands, 
to love their children,
Titus 2:5  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own husbands, 
that the word of God be not blasphemed.

.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

1 Timothy 3:1,  This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, 
he desireth a good work.

Notice that there already was an office of a bishop. Notice that NOWHERE have we seen scripture say that bishops/elders are the leaders of a church. However, what we have seen is a definite calling for bishops/elders in:

Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all THE FLOCK, 
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to FEED THE CHURCH OF GOD, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

Notice that the text does NOT say "the Holy Ghost is making you overseers." It does NOT say "the Holy Ghost will make your overseers." What the text DOES say is "the Holy Ghost HATH MADE you overseers." The elders were made overseers upon their being ordained as elders, back in: 

Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

Why do you suppose they "prayed with fasting", instead of just praying? Wasn't the issue, about food for the starving church of God in Jerusalem? Fasting was fellowshipping in their need.

What about all these verses that seem to say that bishops/elders are the most Godly, LEADERS in the church? Well, if you were responsible to safely deliver a large collection of money from your fellow believers, wouldn't you pick the most trustworthy, dependable people you could find. So, Paul lists some characteristics to look for in picking those to oversee the collection, transporting, and delivery of THE FOOD MONEY for the flock, the church of God, in Jerusalem. But there is no scripture showing that we should consider them the leaders of the church. Bishop = overseer. The name of their office tells what their function was, to oversee the feeding of the flock in Jerusalem.

1 Timothy 3:2,  A BISHOP then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, 
of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
1 Timothy 3:3,  Not given to wine, no striker, 
NOT GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE; 

You can't put a greedy person in charge of giving out a large some of money, given to the Lord's work.

but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
1 Timothy 3:4,  One that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all gravity;
1 Timothy 3:5,  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he TAKE CARE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD?)

Where were they ministering to the church of God? In JERUSALEM. Notice that the verse does NOT say,

1 Timothy 3:5,  
"(For if a man know NOT how to rule his own house, 
how shall he TAKE CARE OF THE CHURCH, WHICH IS HIS BODY?)

Paul did NOT say that because that is NOT what he meant. No, the elders are overseeing the feeding of the church of God, what is left of the little flock. What Paul said and meant was that the bishops/elders take care of the church of God in Jerusalem. That is the same thing that Paul had told the elders of the church in Ephesus in Acts 20:28.

Acts 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, 
OVER the which the Holy Ghost hath MADE YOU OVERSEERS, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

1 Timothy 3:5,  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he TAKE CARE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD?)
1 Timothy 3:6,  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride 
he fall into the condemnation of the devil.
1 Timothy 3:7,  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; 
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

Our word DEACON is translated from the Greek word "diakonos" which means: 
"to run an errand", 
"an attendant", 
"a waiter", 
"a servant", 
"to minister to the needs of another".
The deacons are to be chosen to HELP IN SERVING somehow in that same responsibility,

1 Timothy 3:8  LIKEWISE must the DEACONS be grave, 
not doubletongued, 
not given to much wine, 
NOT GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE;

Again, you can't put a greedy person in charge of giving out a large some of money given to the Lord's work.

1 Timothy 3:9,  Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
1 Timothy 3:10,  And let these also first be proved; 
then let them USE THE OFFICE of a deacon, being found blameless.

Notice that they "USE" the office, not "FILL" the office. There were to be no coasters, no slackers, no stragglers. They were to "USE" the office of a DEACON. That is why there were all those stringent rules for  pointing out those that the Lord had MADE servers, the DEACONS. A deacon is a server. A deacon is one who ministers to the needs of others, in this case, one who ministers to the details of the needs of the church of God in Jerusalem. Being a deacon is a work, NOT a work for salvation, but to build the body of Christ, by ministering to the church of God in Jerusalem.

1 Timothy 3:11,  Even so must THEIR WIVES be grave, 
not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.
1 Timothy 3:12,  Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houses well.
1 Timothy 3:13,  For they that have used the office of a deacon well 
purchase to themselves a good degree, 
and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
1 Timothy 3:14,  These things write I unto thee, 
hoping to come unto thee SHORTLY:
1 Timothy 3:15,  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know 
HOW THOU OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE THYSELF IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, (which part?)
which is the church of the living God, 

Omitting the descriptive adjective "living", "the church of the living God", is "the church of God" (ISRAEL !)

the pillar and ground of the truth.

The "house of God" is like the "foundation of Christ" in that they are both big enough to contain both God's PROPHETIC program, and God's MYSTERY program.

There is no contradiction in First Timothy 3:15. Paul is saying to Timothy how to act in relation to the church of God in Jerusalem to whom they will be delivering the funds to feed that flock. Paul is not saying that the CHURCH OF GOD is all there is to the HOUSE OF GOD. Paul is saying that, THAT PART OF the house of God to which Timothy will be visiting is the church of God.

1 Timothy 3:15,  ... IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, 
which is the church of the living God, 

Separately, the body of Christ is also in the household of God, according to Ephesians 2:19.

By the time that Paul wrote to Timothy in First Timothy, 	they had traveled much together, ministered together, and Timothy had been entrusted to preach the gospel of salvation to the Thessalonians. You might wonder why Paul now has to give Timothy instructions about how 

"thou mayest know 
HOW THOU OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE THYSELF 
IN THE HOUSE OF GOD"

Paul did a similar thing in Corinth. So that might clarify what he is saying here. Look back in:

1 Corinthians 16:1  Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
1 Corinthians 16:2  Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.
1 Corinthians 16:3  And when I come, 
whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, 
them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.
1 Corinthians 16:4  And if it be meet that I go also, 
they shall go with me.

Paul is saying that the elders are charged as overseers to collect, carry, and deliver the money for the poor saints in Jerusalem until that situation is resolved. And that if it works out that Paul goes too, then Paul will be in charge and they will go with him. Similarly, in Crete, Paul is telling Titus how to behave when he leads the Crete elders/overseers to deliver Crete's relief to the church of God in Jerusalem.

That is how Timothy was to behave in the church of God, as a minister of their feeding.

1 Timothy 3:16,  And without controversy great is the MYSTERY OF GODLINESS: 
God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.

***************************************

LEADERSHIP IN THE BODY OF CHRIST CHURCHES

Before we close, just like when we started, I need to make it clear that the Bible does talk of LEADERS within the churches which are Christ's body. As I said earlier, we will now look at the self-explanatory verses about knowing, esteeming, and following the leaders in the body of Christ churches.

Philippians 3:17, Brethren, be followers together of me, 
and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.

1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; 
as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
1 Thessalonians 1:6  And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:
1 Thessalonians 1:7  So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.
1 Thessalonians 1:8  For from you sounded out the word of the Lord 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak any thing.
1 Thessalonians 1:9  For they themselves shew of us 
what manner of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;
1 Thessalonians 1:10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 5:12, And we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you;
1 Thessalonians 5:13, And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. 
And be at peace among yourselves.

But, there is nothing in the Bible about the Roman Empire's custom of having a HIERARCHY OF CONTROL in each church, that has turned into the bishops/elders/deacons in denominational religion. In the body of Christ, the bishops, elders, and deacons were only a one time supply for the Jerusalem church's one time need of money  for food to stay alive after apostate Israel fell in Acts 7:51-59. There is no such need or supply today, nor has there been for centuries.
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