9 lessons from 16,006 words on 2353 lines in 46 pages
PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

First Corinthians 12:1.  ¶Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, 
I would not have you ignorant. 

(They WERE ignorant). Let us NOT be ignorant! Let us STUDY!

First Corinthians 12:2.  Ye know that ye were Gentiles (ethnos)

(Romans 2:25 For circumcision verily profiteth, 
if thou keep the law: but 
if thou be a breaker of the law, 
thy circumcision is made uncircumcision).

Being formerly from the synagogue, those Corinthians in Paul meetings had not believed that Jesus was their resurrected Messiah. They had NOT been part of the believing circumcision. They had been the "Uncircumcision", being Greeks, and being alien Gentiles, and being  unbelieving Jews, 

First Corinthians 12:2.  Ye know that ye were Gentiles (ethnos)
carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

Greeks, God-fearing Gentiles came to the synagogues to bless Israel. But Israel was apostate, in iniquity going after other gods and idols. Even the apostate Jews were considered "uncircumcision", the same as the Gentiles. 

(Romans 2:25. "uncircumcision", being Greeks, and being alien Gentiles, and  being unbelieving Jews), 

First Corinthians 12:3.  Wherefore I give you to understand, 
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: 
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. 

(In Acts 9:6, Paul sincerely said, 

"...Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?")

Saul of Tarsus had just received the Holy Ghost 
to be able to sincerely call Jesus, his "Lord."

First Corinthians 12:4.  Now there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit. 

In a few verses, we will see the diversities of gifts given by the same Spirit in 1st Corinthians 12:7-11.

First Corinthians 12:5.  And there are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord. 

This shows that the Matthew 16:18 church can be a different administration than the Romans 16:4 and Colossians 1:18 church, though both are built on the same foundation, Jesus Christ. In a few verses, we will see the differences of administrations from the same Lord in 1st Corinthians 12:12-17.

First Corinthians 12:6.  And there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
		
Those diverse OPERATIONS include:	first, the gospel of God being SENT TO those in Acts 9 through Acts 28, 	next, the gospel of Christ being SENT TO the Jew first and also to the Greek, next, the gospel of the grace of God being SENT TO "all the Gentiles," then, the catching up of the body of Christ. In a few verses, we will see the diversities of operations from the same Lord in 1st Corinthians 12:18-30.

First Corinthians 12:7.  But the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to every man to profit withal.

Let’s see the verses that tell the transitions leading to the showing or manifestion of the Spirit by gifts to everyone in the body of Christ AT THAT TIME.

Exodus 4:4-5 and 29-31, Number 14:11, Deuteronomy 4:34-35, 
John 4:48 and 6:30, 

Exodus 4:4  And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand:
Exodus 4:5  That they may believe that 
the LORD God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath appeared unto thee.

Exodus 4:29  And Moses and Aaron went and 
gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel:
Exodus 4:30  And Aaron spake all the words 
which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, 
and did the signs in the sight of the people.
Exodus 4:31  And the people believed: 
and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and worshipped.

Numbers 14:11  ¶And the LORD said unto Moses, 
How long will this people provoke me? 
and how long will it be ere they believe me, 
for all the signs which I have shewed among them?

Deuteronomy 4:34  Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation 
from the midst of another nation, by temptations, 
by signs, and by wonders, 
and by war, 
and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, 
and by great terrors, 
according to all that the LORD your God 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes?
Deuteronomy 4:35  Unto thee it was shewed, 
that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; 
there is none else beside him.

Matthew 12:28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God is come unto you.

John 4:48  Then said Jesus unto him, 
Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe.

John 6:30  They said therefore unto him, 
What sign shewest thou then, 
that we may see, and believe thee? 
what dost thou work?

So, all those verses show that God introduced signs, miracles, and wonders to show the wonderful works of God, so that Israel and those around Israel, will believe that Israel’s Messiah, and Kingdom is at hand 
(Acts 2:11).

Acts 2:11 Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our TONGUES 
the wonderful works of God.

God first showed Israel’s leader, Moses, signs to get him to believe that Israel would believe God. Then Moses showed Israel those signs to get Israel to believe that God was with them. Then God showed signs to Israel’s captors, to give them the choice to free Israel or else to be defeated. Those signs all came under the category of God giving signs to Israel proving that they have good reason to believe God. 

As we come further through Israel’s history, we get to the time prophesied by Daniel, for the Messiah to come and to be cut off.

During Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, he manifested many signs as proof that their kingdom was “at hand”.

Matthew 12:28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God is come unto you.

As Christ neared the end of his ministry to Israel, he gave signs to follow those that believed their gospel and preached it, thereby confirming it.

Mark 16:17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues;
Mark 16:18  They shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
Mark 16:19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, 
he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
Mark 16:20  And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

God’s confirming signs followed “them that believe” as they “preached every where” in Acts 2 through Acts 6. 


How was "the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs? 

Acts 2:32  This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses.
Acts 2:33  Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

So, all those Acts 2:1-18 tongues, and the Acts 2:32-33 signs, and the Acts 4:29-31 tongues were signs confirming the word of the Lord at that time.

Acts 2:32-33 tells us that those signs which were manifested and exercised by Israel’s believing little flock were given by Jesus Christ in heaven in the final part of his earthly ministry. Those heaven-given signs were for the purpose of getting devout Jews from foreign nations to understand and believe the good news that Israel’s kingdom, out of heaven, was at hand. In effect, those signs were Jewish evangelism.

As we read through the verses about signs, we can see a few transitions occurring. Initially, signs were to cause Israel to believe God. Then we see transition to God approving Jesus on earth by signs in Acts 2:22. 

Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know:

Then, in Hebrew 2:3-4, we see transition to God bearing witness with signs about Israel's gospel being spoken.  

Hebrews 2:3  How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation;
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
Hebrews 2:4  God also bearing them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

Then we see transition to signs confirming the word of God in Mark 16:17-20. 

Mark 16:17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues;
Mark 16:18  They shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
Mark 16:19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, 
he was received up into heaven, 
and sat on the right hand of God.
Mark 16:20  And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. 
Amen.

The believing little flock of Israel was a minority of the population. Most of the Israelites in Israel were apostate, not believing that Jesus was the Messiah, the resurrected Son of God. In Acts 7, Israel fell from being mankind’s way to access God by committing Israel’s unforgivable sin.

Within days, to possibly hours after Israel fell, God apprehended unforgivable Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus. Saul of Tarsus was unforgivable in Israel’s covenants, doctrine and gospel because he had participated in Israel’s belittling and speaking against the Holy Ghost In Acts 7. God used Paul’s need of salvation by a different gospel as a way to pattern His new dispensing of salvation by grace through faith, to people, to be testified in due time.

Then, the body of Christ prophets were given special abilities to acknowledge Christ’s new revelations to Paul as seen in First Corinthians 14:29-38. 

1 Corinthians 13:2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge ….

1 Corinthians 14:29  Let the prophets speak two or three, 
and let the other judge.

At that time, Paul was talking about forms of revelation involving SPEAKING, whether by tongues (First Corinthians 14:2-23, 27-28), or by prophecy (First Corinthians 14:1-6, 22-26, 29-32).

. END OF PART 1 of 9.	. START OF PART 2 of 9.	

As we saw earlier, at one time, tongues were a form of Jewish evangelism, converting apostate Jews into believing, little flock Jews. In First Corinthians 1:22, we see that signs are for the Jews. In First Corinthians 14:22, we see that tongues are for a sign for disbelievers. So, considering both qualifications, we find that tongues are FOR DISBELIEVING JEWS, and therefore, tongues are a form of Jewish evangelism.

Just as in Acts after Israel fell and special treatment of Jews was diminishing, while at the same time, the body of Christ was spreading as God’s new pattern of salvation, IN THE SAME WAY God had previously used tongues to witness to disbelieving Jews, but later in Acts, in First Corinthians, Paul was switching the emphasis away from tongues, and toward edification.

So, in First Corinthians 14:29, Paul said,

1 Corinthians 14:29 LET THE PROPHETS SPEAK two or three, 
and let the other judge.

“Let the prophets speak” 

PROPHETS PROFESS, whether professing in their local language, or in tongues in a needed foreign language, but only to Jews (Romans 3:1-2).

1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be revealed 
to another that sitteth by, 
let the first hold his peace.

“If any thing be revealed to another” WHAT? Was Paul talking about another disbeliever? What about another believer? NO. Paul was talking about another revelation receiver according to First Corinthians 13:2.

1 Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the GIFT OF PROPHECY, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge….

So, Paul said,

1 Corinthians 14:29 LET THE PROPHETS SPEAK two or three, 

Then, Paul goes on to say,

1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be revealed 
to another that sitteth by, 

That means,

1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be revealed 
to another (PROPHET) that sitteth by, 
let the first (PROPHET) hold his peace.

Remember that the only PROPHETS that Paul is talking about are body of Christ prophets. There were no body of Christ prophets before the Acts 9 start of the body of Christ. There were no body of Christ prophets after the diminishing of Israel and the completing (perfecting) of the canon of word of God.

1 Corinthians 14:31  For ye ….

“Ye” is again referring to the body of Christ prophets. 

1 Corinthians 14:31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, 
and all may be comforted.

In First Corinthians 14:31, Paul told them the purposes of their prophesying: (1). Learning, and (2). Comforting.

In First Corinthians 14:3, Paul had already told them what body of Christ prophesying is:

1 Corinthians 14:3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and 
exhortation, and 
comfort.

1 Corinthians 14:31  … 
that all may learn, 
and all may be comforted.

The “Learning” (or edification) part could include both the disbelieving foreign Jews learning through tongues what to believe, as well as the believing Jews being edified.

The “Comforting” part would be the result of their faith in the word of God, as Paul later tells those in Rome,

The “Exhortation” part would include SPEAKING both prophecy to the Hebrew speaking Jews, and to witness in tongues to the foreign speaking Jews.

Acts 9:31  Then had the churches rest 
throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, 
and were edified; 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
were multiplied.

1 Thessalonians 5:11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 
and edify one another, 
even as also ye do.

Then, Paul told them more safeguards against misuse and exploitation of those special purpose gifts.

1 Corinthians 14:32  And the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets.
1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints.

Paul defended the order of revelation. Still writing about the receiving and speaking of the new revelations to become scripture, Paul said:

1 Corinthians 14:34  ¶Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to SPEAK; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, 
as also saith the law.
1 Corinthians 14:35  And if they (women) will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to SPEAK in the church.
1 Corinthians 14:36  ¶What? came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only?

1 Corinthians 14:37  If any man think himself to be 
a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 14:38  But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

So, in the order of revelation, the newly revealed scriptures came from God to Paul (1 Cor.14:36-37), then to the body of Christ prophets (1 Cor.14:37, 13:2), then to the men (1 Cor.14:34-36), then to the women (1 Cor.14:35-36, 1 Tim.2:11-15), then to the younger women (Titus 2:3-5), and then to the children (1 Tim.2:11-15).

In these verses we see the body of Christ being given tongues for a sign to provoke Jews of other languages to believe the word of the salvation Christ revealed to Paul. 

Then, as Israel diminished, there was transition away from those signs of tongues, transitioning to the body of Christ prophets professing the newly inspired word of God that Christ was revealing to Paul. 

1 Corinthians 14:12  Even so ye, forasmuch as 
ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek that ye may excel to the EDIFYING of the church.
1 Corinthians 14:19  Yet in the church 
I had rather speak five words with my UNDERSTANDING, 
that by my voice I might TEACH others also, 
than ten thousand words in an unknown TONGUE.
1 Corinthians 14:22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: 
but PROPHESYING serveth not for them that believe not, 
but for them which BELIEVE.
1 Corinthians 14:39  Wherefore, brethren, covet to PROPHESY, 
and forbid not to speak with TONGUES.
1 Corinthians 14:40  Let all things be done decently and IN ORDER.

“IN ORDER” is the described layering: Christ to Paul to BOC prophets to the saved men to their woman to children.

Then, one more transition occurred when that which is perfect came. When the canon of the word of God was complete, perfect, the emphasis went from supernatutally acknowledging and translating Paul's new revelations, to professing the completed word of God for edification of the body of Christ. Watch for these transitions as we read these verses and chapters.

"Manifestation"=evident to the senses, display, showing, SIGN. "Profit withal"=EDIFY, LEARN. 

1 Corinthians 13:9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
1 Corinthians 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.
1 Corinthians 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
1 Corinthians 13:12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

Colossians 1:25  Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, 
to FULFIL THE WORD OF GOD;

1 Corinthians 14:20  Brethren, be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.

Here, “be men” means be “grown, complete, perfect”.

We see here, and later, that THE SAVED MEN were designated to acknowledge the inspired apostolic revelations which were to be learned and taught. (1Cor.14:34-35; 1Tim.2:11-12, (1Cor.14:12,26).

1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.
1 Corinthians 14:31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.
1 Corinthians 14:32  And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
1 Corinthians 14:34  ¶Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
1 Corinthians 14:35  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
1 Corinthians 14:36  ¶What? came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?
1 Corinthians 14:37  If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.

Here, Paul can be saying that the gifts for receiving the new revelations were given to the saved men of the church, and that the gifts were to benefit all those in the church. We plan to come back to these verses later on, when we get to other verses that refer more specifically to what this verse says (First Corinthians 13:11, and 14:34-37).

Let’s return to First Corinthians 12, verse 8 where we left off before.

First Corinthians 12:8.  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; 
to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
First Corinthians 12:9.  To another faith by the same Spirit; 
"to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;"
First Corinthians 12:10.  "To another the working of miracles;"
"to another prophecy; 
to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; 
to another the interpretation of tongues:"

We will come back to these verses later on, when we get to other verses that refer more specifically to what these verses say.

First Corinthians 12:11.  
But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 

Here we see proof that the GIFTS of the Spirit are the WORK of the Spirit, not the WORK of education, or practice, or copying, or even deception.

First Corinthians 12:11.  
"But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit,
dividing to every man severally as he will.

"dividing ... AS HE WILL," 
	
		not as I want,  as I work for,  or as I practice, etc. but 

"dividing ... AS HE WILL," 

Again, we saw in First Corinthians 14:30-37 that Paul emphasizes that the gifts are divided to every man, 	and they were divided AS THE SPIRIT WILLS, NOT according to whether you want to speak in tongues, or something else.
		
I realize that sounds like an argument against tongues for today, but it is not. Those were limits on the proper use of tongues back then when they had a God-given purpose. We will see that the argument against tongues today is that tongues were never given to be used when Israel is blinded, and cast away as Loammi, 

Psalms 74:9  We see not our signs: 
there is no more any prophet: 
neither is there among us any that knoweth how long.

. END OF PART 2 of 9.	. START OF PART 3 of 9.	

In a progression of statements, Paul reveals the difference in roles in the body of Christ between men and women. But these statements will become even more clear after we get further in the context to see the purpose of body of Christ prophets, and the purpose of body of Christ tongues.
		
We will come back to these verses later on, when we get to other verses that refer to what these verses say.

LATER IN THE STUDY		

(1 Timothy 2:8-12.  
1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer not a woman to teach, 
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.)

(1 Corinthians 14:31-38.  
1 Corinthians 14:34  ¶Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, 
as also saith the law.

The LAW???  Why would Paul bring up the Jewish Law? Acts 18:4-8 shows that Paul’s meeting in Corinth was a mixed multitude. There were believing Jews in that group, along with the body of Christ. Remember that Paul addressed his meeting there as the church of God at that time.

Let's go on.

1 Corinthians 14:35  And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.)

Why was it A SHAME for women TO SPEAK in church? And to SPEAK WHAT? Why was Paul issueing those weird cultural rules? It seems like Paul was ASSUMING A LOT about THAT GROUP of people.

 (Decently and in ORDER, men received revelations from Paul and BOC prophets, then women, then children). (Let's look a few chapters earlier here in First Corinthians.)

Here, in First Corinthians 11, Paul again makes it very clear by the process of elimination that the transmission of the new doctrine is through the men in the church. 

1 Corinthians 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
1 Corinthians 11:2  Now I praise you, brethren, 
that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

Acts 16:4  And as they went through the cities, 
they delivered them the decrees for to keep, 
that were ordained of the apostles and elders 
which were at Jerusalem.

1 Corinthians 11:3  But I would have you know, 
that the head of every man (male) is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man (male); 
and the head of Christ is God.
1 Corinthians 11:4  Every man (male) praying or prophesying, 
having his head covered, 
dishonoureth his head (Christ).
1 Corinthians 11:5  But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 
with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head (the man): 
for that is even all one as if she were shaven.
1 Corinthians 11:6  For if the woman be not covered, 
let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman 
to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.
1 Corinthians 11:7  For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, 
forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: 
but the woman is the glory of the man.
1 Corinthians 11:8  For the man is not of the woman; 
but the woman of the man.
1 Corinthians 11:9  Neither was the man created for the woman; 
but the woman for the man.
1 Corinthians 11:10  For this cause ought the woman 
to have power on her head 
because of the angels.

"because of the angels".

Why "because of the angels"?

Again, Paul is exhorting them to exercise CHARITY toward the other segments of that mixed multitude. In this case, the body of Christ believers should be mindful of the believing Jews in Paul's meetings. It was those believing Jews to whom the angels minister. Remember Hebrews 1:14?

Hebrews 1:13  But to which of the angels said he at any time, 
Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?
Hebrews 1:14  Are they not ALL ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation?

We, in the body of Christ are already saved upon belief, according to Ephesians 2:5. But the believing Jewish brethren temporarily meeting with them had to endure to the end to be saved, according to Matthew 24:13.
So, angels have to do with Israel, the Jews. Let's look at those two contrasting verses. 

The Lord was speaking only to Israel when he said:

Matthew 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, 
the same shall be saved.

That was Israel's doctrine, which we see is much different than the body of Christ doctrine Paul teaches us in:

Ephesians 2:5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

We left off with 1 Corinthians 11:10.

1 Corinthians 11:10  For this cause ought the woman 
to have power on her head 
because of the angels.
1 Corinthians 11:11  Nevertheless 
neither is the man without the woman, 
neither the woman without the man (male), in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 11:12  For as the woman is of the man, 

In Genesis 2:20-23, we can see what Paul means by 

"the woman is of the man" 

Genesis 2:20  And Adam gave names to all cattle, 
and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; 
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.
Genesis 2:21  ¶And the LORD God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs,
 and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
Genesis 2:22  And the rib, 
which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
Genesis 2:23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.

1 Corinthians 11:12  For as the woman is of the man, 
even so is the man also by the woman; 

In Job 14:1, we can see what Paul means by 

"the man also by the woman" 

Job 14:1  Man that is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble.

1 Corinthians 11:12  For as the woman is of the man, 
even so is the man also by the woman; 
but all things of God.
1 Corinthians 11:13  Judge in yourselves: 
is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?
1 Corinthians 11:14  Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, 
if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?
1 Corinthians 11:15  But if a woman have long hair, 
it is a glory to her: 
for her hair is given her for a covering.
1 Corinthians 11:16  But if any man seem to be contentious, 
WE have no such custom, neither the CHURCHES OF GOD.

Paul again makes it very clear that the transmission of the new doctrine is through the men in the church. Possibly that is in connection with First Corinthians 15, verses 45-47, where CHRIST IS 

"the second man," 
"the last Adam," 
"a quickening spirit,"
"from heaven."

Since Christ is the new man, who is the woman? Israel's Jerusalem will be the woman coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. With that in mind, who was sitting there with the body of Christ in Paul's meetings? Or, maybe I should ask, who was sitting there with the Israel of God in Paul's meetings? They were such a mixed multitude in Paul's meetings that Paul addresses this epistle to their intermediate stage of believers.

1 Corinthians 1:1  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ 
through the will of God, 
and Sosthenes our brother,
1 Corinthians 1:2  Unto THE CHURCH OF GOD which is at Corinth, 
to them that are SANCTIFIED in Christ Jesus, 
called to be SAINTS, 
with all that in every place 
CALL UPON THE NAME of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIRS AND OURS:
1 Corinthians 1:3  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

As we can see from the progression of changes in the later gifts lists in Romans 12, verses 6, through 8, and in Ephesians 4, verse 11, the gifts became more USEFUL FOR EDIFICATION, than for RECEIVING, ACKNOWLEDGING, CONFIRMING, and SPREADING the inspired word of God, whether by tongues, OR NOT. 

Next, Paul describes this new body of Christ to the Corinthians that are receiving these gifts by the Spirit.

First Corinthians 12:12.  For as the body is one, 
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: SO ALSO IS CHRIST.

The next verse shows the only remaining baptism, according to Ephesians 4:5 ... one baptism,

First Corinthians 12:13.  For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all MADE to drink into one Spirit.

Who is the "we" in this verse? It is all those having believed the gospel in First Corinthians 2, verses 1, through 8.

1 Corinthians 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God.
1 Corinthians 2:2.  For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
1 Corinthians 2:3.  And I was with you 
in weakness, and 
in fear, and 
in much trembling.
1 Corinthians 2:4.  And my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
1 Corinthians 2:5.  That your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God.

(Romans 1, verse 16 says that the saving gospel of Christ is the power of God)

Romans 1:16 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

1 Corinthians 2:6.  ¶Howbeit we speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect: 
yet not the wisdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, 
that come to nought:
1 Corinthians 2:7.  But we speak the wisdom of God 
in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory:
1 Corinthians 2:8.  Which none of the princes of this world knew: 
for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.	

. END OF PART 3 of 9.	. START OF PART 4 of 9.	

Let's continue reading in First Corinthians 12:14.

First Corinthians 12:14.  For the body is not one member, but many.

Look down to First Corinthians 12, verse 20.

First Corinthians 12:20.  But now are they many members, 
yet but one body.

Look down to First Corinthians 12, verse 27.

First Corinthians 12:27.  Now ye are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular.

Those who believed the newly revealed gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, in chapter 2, verses 1 through 8, and chapter 1, verses 17-25, which had been revealed only to Paul, were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, in chapter 12, verse 13, and they were those whom Paul called "ye" in First Corinthians, chapter 12, verse 27.	

First Corinthians 12:27.  Now YE are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular.

Next, having defined that those in the body of Christ, receiving these gifts, are those who believed Paul's GOSPEL, Paul further describes, qualifies, and limits the gifts by the Spirit.

First Corinthians 12:28.  And God hath set SOME in the church, 

These are GIFTS, NOT offices. The final list of gifts, in Ephesians 4, verse 11, lists the gifts as having been given in the past. They are spoken of IN THE PAST TENSE. That confirms that the earlier gifts, listed in First Corinthians 12, verses 7 through 11 are destined to FAIL, CEASE, and VANISH AWAY, because they were no longer included in the scriptural lists of gifts after the first three verses of Acts 20 when Romans was written.

First Corinthians 12:28.  And God hath set SOME in the church, 
first apostles, 

(the apostles all have EXPIRED)

secondarily PROPHETS, 

(SUPERCEDED by the completed canon of scripture)

thirdly teachers, 

(SUPERCEDED by the completed canon of scripture)

after that miracles, 

(to have been of no consequences, soon after writing, due to the blinding, and casting away of Israel)

then gifts of healings,  

(to have been of no consequences, soon after writing, due to the blinding, and casting away of Israel)

helps, 

("giving" and "shewing mercy" are still listed in Romans 12:8, but gone by Ephesians.4:11)

governments, 

("ruling" is still listed in Romans 12:8, but gone by Ephesians 4:11)

diversities of TONGUES. 

(to have been of no consequences, soon after writing, due to the BLINDING, and CASTING AWAY of Israel)

Next, Paul asks related rhetorical questions, all to be answered, "NO".

First Corinthians 12:29.  
Are all apostles? 

(NO)

are all PROPHETS? 

(NO)

are all TEACHERS? 

(NO)

are all workers of miracles? 

(NO)

First Corinthians 12:30.  Have all the gifts of healing? 

(NO)

do all SPEAK with TONGUES? 

(NO)

do all interpret? 

(NO)

First Corinthians 12:31.  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you A MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

Here, Paul introduces "a more excellent way," to which he later refers. Covet best gifts. Which gifts had become the best gifts? Charity is more excellent than even "the best gifts." We have seen verses telling that prophecy surpasses tongues. Let’s look through First Corinthians 14 to see the comparson of body of Christ PROPHECY to body of Christ TONGUES.

First, we will scan through for verses describing TONGUES.

1 Corinthians 14:2  For he that speaketh 
in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: 
for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

Notice that Paul did not challenge whether or not they were really speaking mysteries. Paul went straight to the root by teaching that speaking in tongues was no longer what God was doing. Now, Christ is having His body of Christ prophets speak in prophecies, professing Christ’s newly inspired word of God. The purpose now is no longer JEWISH EVANGELISM. God’s purpose now is that all saved people Come to the knowledge of the truth. That is called EDIFICATION. That is part of Israel’s diminishing that Paul reveals in Romans 11:12.

Now, we will continue seeing Paul’s assessment of tongues.  I have highlighted in black, the nine restrictions Paul placed on the use of tongues without forbidding tongues. Most of them are fully self-explanatory if you merely believe the words on the pages that God put there.

1 Corinthians 14:4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.
1 Corinthians 14:5  I would that ye all spake with tongues, 
BUT RATHER that ye prophesied: 
for GREATER is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, 
that the church may receive edifying.
1 Corinthians 14:6  Now, brethren, 
if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, 
except I shall SPEAK to you either 
by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?
                                                                                                                             #1
Here, Paul is talking about “SPEAKING” “to” them, not “muttering”, or “peeping”. All four of the items Paul mentioned were SPEAKING understandably: revelation, knowledge, prophesying, and doctrine.

1 Corinthians 14:9  So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood,         #2
how shall it be known what is spoken? 
for ye shall speak into the air.
1 Corinthians 14:11  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice,
I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, 
and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.
1 Corinthians 14:12  Even so ye, 
forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek that ye may excel to the EDIFYING of the church.
1 Corinthians 14:13  Wherefore 
let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue                                    #3
pray that he may interpret.
1 Corinthians 14:14  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, 
my spirit prayeth, 
but my understanding is unfruitful (Romans 8:26-27).
1 Corinthians 14:15  What is it then? 
I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
1 Corinthians 14:16  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit,   #4,#5
how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?
1 Corinthians 14:17  For thou verily givest thanks well, 
BUT THE OTHER IS NOT EDIFIED.

That  goes back to the heart of the problem, not that tongues are not of God, but rather that the Spirit-given tongues have done their job and are retired, being replaced by edifying the church through the prophesying of the newly inspired word of God, Paul’s thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon.

1 Corinthians 14:18  I thank my God, 
I speak with tongues more than ye all:
1 Corinthians 14:19  Yet in the church 
I had rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others also,                                   #6
than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.
1 Corinthians 14:20  Brethren, be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.
1 Corinthians 14:21  In the law it is written, 
With men of other tongues and other lips 
will I SPEAK unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.
1 Corinthians 14:22  Wherefore 
tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth 
not for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.
1 Corinthians 14:23  If therefore 
the whole church be come together into one place, 
and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, 
will they not say that ye are mad?

1 Corinthians 14:26  How is it then, brethren? 
when ye come together, every one of you hath 
a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. 
Let all things be done unto edifying.                                             #7
1 Corinthians 14:27  If any man speak in an unknown tongue, 
let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course;                                                                           #8
and let one interpret.                                                                        #9
1 Corinthians 14:28  But if there be no interpreter, 
let him keep silence in the church;                                        (still #9)
and let him speak to himself, and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:39  Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophesy, 
and forbid not to speak with tongues.

It’s as if Paul was saying, “You’ve all heard what I said about what God is doing now with prophesying His revelations, instead of preaching the gospel with tongues, to foreign-speaking Jews. Now with that in mind, be gracious about applying that. Be charitable.

1 Corinthians 14:39  Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophesy, 
and forbid not to speak with tongues.
1 Corinthians 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order.

Next, we will scan through the verses to see how Paul said that PROPHECY replaces the use of TONGUES.

1 Corinthians 14:1  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but RATHER that ye may prophesy.                                                     #1
1 Corinthians 14:2  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: 
for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

Here again, Paul did not challenge whether or not they were speaking unto God, and whether or not they were speaking mysteries. Paul went straight to the heart of the problem. No one can be EDIFIED by sounds that cannot be understood. And, that EDIFICATION is what God is doing now, instead of tongues preaching of the gospel to foreign-speaking Jews. Count the thirteen times Paul indicates that prophesying God’s newly inspired revelations was better than tongues had been at EDIFYING the church.

1 Corinthians 14:3  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
EDIFICATION, and                                                                          #2
exhortation, and 
comfort.
1 Corinthians 14:4  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.                               #3
1 Corinthians 14:5  I would that ye all spake with tongues, 
but rather that ye prophesied: 
for greater is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.           #4

1 Corinthians 14:6  Now, brethren, 
if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, 
except I shall speak to you either 
by revelation, (revealing something) or 
by knowledge, (knowing something) or 
by prophesying, (professing something) or 
by doctrine (teaching something)?                                                   #5

1 Corinthians 14:22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.              #6
1 Corinthians 14:23  If therefore the whole church 
be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, 
will they not say that ye are mad?
1 Corinthians 14:24  But if all prophesy,                                            #7
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, 
he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: 
1 Corinthians 14:25  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.
1 Corinthians 14:26  How is it then, brethren? 
when ye come together, every one of you 
hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. 
Let all things be done unto edifying.                                                   #8

1 Corinthians 14:29  Let the prophets speak two or three, 
and let the other judge.
1 Corinthians 14:30  If any thing be revealed to another                   #9
that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.
1 Corinthians 14:31  For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn,                                                                                 #10
and all may be comforted.                                                                   #11
1 Corinthians 14:32  And the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets.
1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion,         #12
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

1 Corinthians 14:39  Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophesy,                                                                                #13
and forbid not to speak with tongues.
1 Corinthians 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order. 										             (#12)

. END OF PART 4 of 9.	. START OF PART 5 of 9.	

We can see the transition from speaking in tongues the newly revealed word of God’s salvation, to speaking in PROPHECY the EDIFYING, newly-revealed, word of God as it reached completion, or perfection.

As the transition progressed after Paul’s writing of First Corinthians, 	we see that by the time of one chapter later in Acts, when Romans was written, some of those early gifts had been dropped from the text, and some remained, only being dropped by the time of Paul’s writing of Ephesians in the dispensing of the grace of God. (First Corinthians 12:8-30, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11).

By the time of Paul’s writing of Romans in Acts 20, the Holy Spirit had stopped giving the gifts of miracles, healings, helps, tongues, and interpretation. By the time of Paul’s writing of Ephesians after the end of Acts, The Holy Spirit had stopped giving those gifts, as well as the gifts of giving for the starving Jerusalem church of God, and the gift of ruling, and the gift of shewing mercy.
	
	First Corinthians 12:8-30
	Romans 12:6-8
	Ephesians 4:11

	
	
	

	Apostles
	(Rom.11:13, Apostle Paul)
	apostles (Paul today)

	Prophets
	prophecy
	prophets (profess Bible)

	
	ministering
	evangelists (herald gospel)

	Teachers
	teaching
	pastors&teachers (2Tim2:2)

	
	exhorting
	Pastors

	
	giving
	    (“giving” gift is gone)

	Miracles
	     (“miracles” gift gone)
	

	healings
	     (“healings” gift gone)
	

	helps
	     (“helps” gift is gone)
	

	governments
	ruling
	    (“ruling” gift is gone)

	tongues
	     (“tongues” gift is gone)
	

	interpret
	     (“interpretation” gift is gone)
	

	
	shewing mercy
	    (“shewing mercy” gift           is gone)



We have read through these verses, and can see this transition occurring as the others have occurred. Initially, in Exodus 4:4-5 and 29-31, Number 14:11, Deuteronomy 4:35, John 4:48 and 6:30, we saw God's signs proving to Israel and surrounding nations that God was with Israel.

Then in Acts 2:22, we saw transition to God approving Jesus on earth by signs. 

Then in Hebrews 2:3-4, we saw transition to God bearing witness with signs about Israel's gospel being spoken.  

Then in Mark 16:17-20, we saw transition to God-given signs confirming the word of God. 

Then in First Corinthians 14:36-38, written in Acts 19, the body of Christ prophets were gifts given to acknowledge Christ's revelations to Paul. 

Then, we saw the body of Christ being given tongues for a sign to provoke Jews of other languages to jealousy, to believe the word of the salvation of God revealed to Paul. 

Then, as Israel diminished, there was transition away from those signs of tongues, transitioning to the prophets professing the word of God, newly revealed to Paul. 

Then, one more transition occurred when that which is perfect came. When the canon of the word of God was complete, perfect, the emphasis went from acknowledging Paul's new revelations as Paul received revelations from Christ, to professing the completed word of God, that which is perfect. 

So having laid the groundwork, here Paul gets to the heart of what he is saying, and why he is placing limits on many gifts that "shall FAIL...CEASE"...and "VANISH AWAY."

Paul turned to teaching about CHARITY, and then EDIFICATION, saying that each is better than the special purpose gifts. As we study further, we will see the connection between: prophecy, 	charity, and 	edification. Prophecy professes the newly revealed word of God to build up believers. Charity practices a loving approach to applying the newly revealed scriptures. Edification is being built up as a result of studying and applying the newly revealed scriptures, Paul's thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon.

 SPIRITUAL GIFTS LIMITS AND EXPIRATION
First Corinthians 13:1.  Though I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels,
and have not CHARITY, 
I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

Paul is NOT saying "I speak with the tongues...of angels”, any more than he is saying "I...have NOT charity." This being the only place "tongues...of angels" is mentioned in the Bible, it is not even teaching the existence of a  different language of angels. Think about it. With what tongues do angels speak? They always SPEAK to be heard in the LANGUAGE OF THE HEARER.

The wording here shows that Paul is NOT suggesting for people to try to talk in ANGEL TALK. It's merely a comparison, between the PASSING GIFTS, and the EXCELLENCY OF CHARITY. No place else in the Bible do we find such a concentration of "gifts by the Spirit." In Acts 18, verse 7, we see proximity to the apostate Jewish synagogue is the reason for SO MANY SIGNS for those unbelieving Jews.

Acts 18:7 And he departed thence, 
and entered into a certain man's house, 
named Justus, one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

Especially here, we see a MAJOR FOCUS on the LINGERING ABUSE of TONGUES, AS the need for tongues is diminishing, or ceasing, as Paul spoke of it.

First Corinthians 13:2.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; 

Here, Paul identifies the body of Christ gift of prophecy, that was available at that time, and he goes on to briefly define it. Paul states that the body of Christ gift of prophecy, at that time, involved UNDERSTANDING ALL MYSTERIES, and UNDERSTANDING ALL KNOWLEDGE. 

First Corinthians 13:2.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 

We find out later in the context, more definition and characteristics of the body of Christ gift of prophecy, at that time. But this is a start in understanding it, and we will return to this later.

and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.

"ALL FAITH, so that I could remove mountains" is obviously different faith than the faith in

 Galatians 3:26  
"For ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus."

In First Corinthians 13:2b, Paul was talking about a gift of faith, being given at that time, that not all of them had. Some places where the Bible talks about a mountain, it is talking about a kingdom. And, some of the gospel of God believers in Paul's meetings had just been heavily involved in trying to move a mountain, to bring in the kingdom out of heaven.

First Corinthians 13:3.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

Can you think of somewhere else we see an exhortation to exercise charity? CHARITY is an integral part of "the fruit of the spirit.

Galatians 5:22.  But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith,
23.  Meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law.
24.  And they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts.
25.  If we live in the Spirit, 

And, all believers do LIVE IN THE SPIRIT.

let us also walk in the Spirit.

First Corinthians 13:4  
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
First Corinthians 13:5  Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
First Corinthians 13:6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth; 
First Corinthians 13:7  Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things.

Galatians 5:22  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Galatians 5:23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

 Look at this comparison.

First Corinthians 13:4-7  	Charity words in Galatians 5:22-23.
suffereth long,                           longsuffering
kind                                                 gentleness
envieth not                                   Meekness
vaunteth not itself                     Meekness
not puffed up                              Meekness
not behave itself unseemly,  goodness, temperance
seeketh not her own, is           love, goodness
not easily provoked,                  longsuffering, temperance
thinketh no evil;                          peace, faith
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but  goodness
rejoiceth in the truth;               joy
Beareth all things,                      longsuffering
believeth all things,                   faith
hopeth all things,                       peace
endureth all things.                   longsuffering, temperance

   Galatians 5:22-23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is” 

shown in 1st Corinthians 13:4-7 words, in second column.

love,                     seeketh not her own
joy,                       rejoiceth in the truth
peace,                  hopeth all things
longsuffering,   suffereth long, not easily provoked, 
      endureth all things
gentleness,        kind
goodness,          not behave itself unseemly, Rejoiceth not in iniquity
faith,                   believeth all things
Meekness,         envieth not, vaunteth not itself, not puffed up
temperance:     Beareth all things

Paul gives them the blunt truth that is ahead in their lives.

First Corinthians 13:8.  Charity never faileth: 
but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

Next, Paul begins to define those specific changes that are coming, changes in prophecies, in tongues, and in knowledge. 

 	First Corinthians 13: 9 
For we know in part, 

(knowledge, it shall vanish away) 13:8, 

and we prophesy in part. (14:36-37) 

(prophecies, they shall fail) 13:8.

 So, start transferring from emphasizing "tongues" to emphasizing "PROPHECY", "CHARITY", and "EDIFICATION." [COMPARE 1 COR.13:9 WITH 1 COR.14:37, 1 COR.13:2, AND 1 Cor.2:9 -16].

Later in the context, Paul further defines what it is that they KNOW, and what it is that they PROPHESY. We will come back to these verses later on, when we get to other verses that refer to what these verses say.

First Corinthians 13:10.  
But when that which is perfect (complete) is come,
 then that which is in part shall be done away. 

Paul's continuing emphasis is to start transferring from emphasizing "tongues" to emphasizing "PROPHECY", "CHARITY", and "EDIFICATION."

Both what they KNOW, and what they PROPHECY is IN PART, according to chapter 13, verse 9, and both of those were to "be done away" according to chapter 13, verse 10). But when? [See chapter 13, verse 11b, then see verse 13: 10a]

First Corinthians 13:11.  
When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, 
I PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS. 

In this example, Paul was clarifying his earlier statement. "When that which is perfect is come" is explained by the words: "when I became a man" in the example he gave. 

1 Corinthians 14:20  Brethren, 
BE NOT CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN.

. END OF PART 5 of 9.	. START OF PART 6 of 9.	

Let us go over this carefully, line by line. 

First Corinthians 13:11.  "When I was a child,"

Paul has been talking to saved people in Corinth about their situation with spiritual gifts. Rather than beginning by pointing his finger at them, Paul introduces an example that is common to all of us: CHILDHOOD. Paul had been a child, just as they had been children. But remember what Paul had said earlier in the context about them being children.

1 Corinthians 3, verses 1, and 2.
First Corinthians 3:1.  ¶And I, brethren, 
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, 
but as unto carnal, 
even as UNTO BABES IN CHRIST.
2.  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, 
neither yet now are ye able.

So, the Corinthians were still children, still speaking in tongues AS A CHILD.

First Corinthians 13:11. 
"When I was a child, 
I SPAKE as a child"

But Paul goes on to say in the same verse 11,

" but when I became a man, I put away childish things."

The time referred to in the context of these two consecutive verses by "when I became a man" in the example, is the same time as when "that which is IN PART shall be done away," which is the same time as "when that which is perfect is come."

So, we go back to the earlier question, when will that which is in part, be done away, and when will those Corinthians cease from speaking in tongues, as a child. when will they become a man. As we have seen from these verses, this is one of the TWO THINGS that must happen before "tongues, they shall cease." (First Corinthians 13:8)

The other thing that must happen is explained later in this same context, but he talked some about it back in verses 9, and 10. [Knowledge and prophecy]

We will show more of Paul's explanation of when tongues were to cease as we go through the rest of the context. But for now, we can see that there were two things that had to happen for those Corinthians to no longer speak "as a child." Paul mentioned the first part, but he waits to explain it later. So, we will continue through the context here, but come back to see the second part that must be fulfilled for tongues to cease.

First Corinthians 14:20.  Brethren, BE NOT CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN.

First Corinthians 13:12.  
For now WE SEE through a glass, DARKLY; 
but then face to face: 
now I KNOW IN PART; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

Paul is saying that the spiritual gift of tongues was a SIGN TO UNBELIEVING JEWS. But when its need faded, you Corinthians continued in it, as a CHILD would have. But now, it's time to GROW UP. It's time to PROFESS that part of God's word which has already been given.  Paul is saying that PROFESSING the word is MORE IMPORTANT NOW. than spreading it to DISBELIEVING, HEBREW-SPEAKING JEWS. Paul was indicating that tongues are NOT YET UNLAWFUL for them, but covet earnestly the BEST gifts, follow after charity, "BUT RATHER that ye may PROPHECY” (professing God's written  word). 

First Corinthians 13:13.  And now ABIDETH 
faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.

Charity (that which is PERFECT). (The gifts of tongues, and the gift of knowledge did NOT abide)

First Corinthians 13:13.  And now ABIDETH 
faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS INSTRUCTIONS & PURPOSE
First Corinthians 14:1.  Follow after charity, 
and DESIRE spiritual gifts, 
but rather that ye may prophesy. 

 By the time of Acts 19 when First Corinthians was written, prophesying was to be the preferred gift.

In First Corinthians 13:8, we see that those "spiritual gifts" will: fail, cease, and vanish away.

In these next few verses, you can see why Paul has been talking about the TEMPORARINESS of their spiritual gifts. Their need, usefulness, and effectiveness HAS ENDED.

First Corinthians 14:2.  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh NOT unto men, but unto God: 
for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 

No man understandeth him. In the spirit he speaketh mysteries (secrets, unknowns). Romans 8:26 We know not what to pray for as we ought. Not edifying to others. 

First Corinthians 14:22  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.

Look at:

Acts 19:10 And this continued by the space of two years; 
so that all they which dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks.

So, by the time of Acts 19:10 nearly every disbelieving Jew had either heard and believed the gospel of God, or they had heard and disbelieved the gospel of God.

So, there was no more need for the extraordinary means of tongues in order to evangelize the Jews before Israel was blinded and cast away in Acts 28:25-29.

In the next few verses, watch how Paul declares that keeping SECRETS is NOT part of God's plan for the body of Christ anymore. mystery=secret, untold.  

First Corinthians 14:3.  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men 
to edification, 
and exhortation, 
and comfort.

EDIFICATION.  

Acts 20:32  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
THE WORD OF HIS GRACE, WHICH IS ABLE TO BUILD YOU UP, 
and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.

First Corinthians 14:3
“He that prophesieth 
speaketh unto men to edification”. 

First Corinthians 14:12,  seek that ye may excel 
to the edifying of the church.

First Corinthians 14:4.  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth EDIFIETH THE CHURCH.

"Edifieth himself" is not CHARITY, nor is it God's reason for tongues. 
EDIFY the church, not your self.

First Corinthians 14:5.  I would that ye all 
spake (past tense) with tongues, 
spake (past tense, not on-going) with tongues, 
BUT RATHER that ye prophesied: 
for GREATER is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING. 

Why is he that prophesieth (or PROFESSES God's word) greater than he that speaketh with tongues? Because PROFESSING God's word EDIFIES the church. And, Paul was preparing to move from just preaching SALVATION, to preaching the coming to the KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.

Notice that Paul does NOT say:  

"I would that ye all would SPEAK with tongues...." 
	(present tense).

But instead he says: 

"I would that ye all SPAKE with tongues...." (Past tense)

They had just been in the position of needing and using tongues for a sign for the unbelieving Jews that require a sign. 

But now, they have clung to signs after they had become NEARLY PURPOSELESS, and Paul knew that Israel was about to take another step down in their diminishing, and the body of Christ signs to Israel would have ceased when their understanding is filled in, completed, and perfected, with the written word of God. Paul knew he was about to be SENT TO ALL MEN, but the Corinthians didn't know it yet, so Paul was REIGNING THEM IN.

Since in First Corinthians 14:5, Paul said "Spake" in the past tense, then it was no longer occurring.  

First Corinthians 14:5.  I would that ye all 
spake (past tense) with tongues, 
spake (past tense, not on-going) with tongues, 
BUT RATHER that ye prophesied: 
for GREATER is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING. 

Using the present tense in First Corinthians 14:5, Paul said, 

Greater is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues.

That fulfills “the edifying of the church” that Paul later advises in 

First Corinthians 14:12, Even so ye, 
forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

EDIFY the church, not yourself.

First Corinthians 14:6.  Now, brethren, 
IF I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, 
except I shall speak to you either 
by REVELATION, or 
by KNOWLEDGE, or 
by PROPHESYING, or 
by DOCTRINE?

All on the list are means of EDIFYING 

Here in First Corinthians 14:6-11, Paul emphasizes that all speaking in tongues is to be understandable to somebody present in that meeting. Those on the list in First Corinthians 14:6, are all things that are understandable and knowable. In the church, the body of Christ. There is to be no secret keeping, NO INNER CLUB that is "in the know," or that has a SECRET LANGUAGE or TONGUE.

1 Corinthians 14:12  Even so ye, 
forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek that ye may EXCEL TO THE EDIFYING of the church.

Let’s go on to the next verse.

First Corinthians 14:7.  And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, 
except they give a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is piped or harped?
First Corinthians 14:8.  For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the battle?
First Corinthians 14:9.  So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue words EASY TO BE UNDERSTOOD, 
how shall it be known what is spoken? 
for ye shall speak into the air.
First Corinthians 14:10.  There are, it may be, 
so many kinds of voices in the world, 
and none of them is without signification.
First Corinthians 14:11.  Therefore if I know not 
the meaning of the voice, 
I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, 
and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

. END OF PART 6 of 9.	. START OF PART 7 of 9.	

At the time of chapter 19 in the Acts history, when First Corinthians was written, the BARBARIAN was still among those that Paul had NOT yet been SENT to, and, did NOT write epistle instructions to. Even a chapter later in the Acts history, when Romans was written, Paul stated that he was INDEBTED to the barbarians. As we know, a DEBT is only paid off IN THE FUTURE. By the time of the writing of the epistle to all that be in Rome, in Acts 20:3, Paul had still NOT yet been SENT to all men. 

So, some of Paul's instructions in Romans, and First Corinthians can only be targeted to those early and former Jews, and proselytes [mixed multitude, Ruth, many of the people of the land of the Persians and the Medes became Jews in Esther 8:17], and  Jew-blessing Greek, Gentiles from the synagogues, and those like Rahab, Nebby, Cyrus, Artaxerxes, Ahasuerus, some of whom did not endure to the end. But Paul's instructions in Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, and Thessalonians are NOT targeted to those of us in the category of barbarian, or all men. 

Don't get hung up on how to perform certain instructions that could only be fulfilled by Jews, former Jews, proselytes, or Jew-blessing Greeks, having believed the gospel of Christ, and just left the synagogues, all still HAVING BEEN FROM the commonwealth of Israel back then.

Here, starting in First Corinthians, chapter 14, verse 12, having laid all this ground work, Paul preaches the DIMINISHING of the SIGN GIFTS, to provoke Israel to emulation, Israel having already largely diminished. Paul also preaches the DIMINISHING of the gifts given to complete the canon of scripture.

First Corinthians 14:12.  Even so ye, 
forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, 
seek that ye may excel to the EDIFYING of the church. (14:26)

First Corinthians 14:26.  How is it then, brethren? 
when ye come together, every one of you 
hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. 
LET ALL THINGS BE DONE UNTO EDIFYING. (14:26)


EDIFICATION is primary. Focus on spreading the understandable edifying message. (First Corinthians 14:12, 26)

Let’s keep going through the verses at First Corinthians 14:13.

First Corinthians 14:13.  Wherefore let him that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue 
pray that he may interpret.
First Corinthians 14:14.  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, 
my spirit prayeth, 
but my understanding is unfruitful.

(Romans 8:26, "we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us.")
First Corinthians 14:15.  ¶What is it then? 
I will pray with the spirit, AND 
I will pray with the understanding also: 
I will sing with the spirit, AND 
I will sing with the understanding also.
First Corinthians 14:16.  Else when thou shalt 
bless with the spirit (only), 
how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 

Remember verse 12, 

"seek that ye may excel to the EDIFYING of the church."

First Corinthians 14:17.  For thou verily givest thanks well, 
but the other is NOT EDIFIED.

Paul, Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles, said:

First Corinthians 14:18I thank my God, 
I speak with tongues more than ye all:
First Corinthians 14:19.  Yet in the church 
I had rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.

Speak to teach, "teach others also" 1 Timothy 2:11-12. The spiritual gift of "understanding" TEACHES others. As in 

2 Timothy 2:2  
And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.

First Corinthians 14:20.  Brethren, 
be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.

Do you remember what we read in First Corinthians 13:11? 

First Corinthians 13:11
When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things. 
First Corinthians 14:20.  Brethren, 
be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.

Paul was telling the Corinthians to GROW UP! He is saying that the body of Christ is past the stage of those spiritual gifts that show Israel a SIGN TO ENABLE THEM TO BELIEVE. That was what signs were all about. In Exodus, chapter 4, we can see why God invented and designed signs.

Exodus 4:1.  And Moses answered and said, 
But, behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, 
The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.
Exodus 4:2.  And the LORD said unto him, 
What is that in thine hand? 
And he said, a ROD.
Exodus 4:3.  And he said, Cast it on the ground. 
And HE CAST IT ON THE GROUND, 
and IT BECAME A SERPENT; 
and Moses fled from before it.
Exodus 4:4.  And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, 
and CAUGHT IT, 
AND IT BECAME A ROD IN HIS HAND:
Exodus 4:5.  THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE that 
the LORD God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, 
hath appeared unto thee.
Exodus 4:6.  And the LORD said furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy bosom. 
And HE PUT HIS HAND INTO HIS BOSOM: 
and when he took it out, 
behold, HIS HAND WAS LEPROUS AS SNOW.
Exodus 4:7.  And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. 
And HE PUT HIS HAND INTO HIS BOSOM AGAIN; 
and plucked it out of his bosom, and, 
behold, IT WAS TURNED AGAIN AS HIS OTHER FLESH.
Exodus 4:8.  And it shall come to pass, 
IF THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE THEE, 
NEITHER HEARKEN TO THE VOICE OF THE FIRST SIGN, 
THAT THEY WILL BELIEVE THE VOICE OF THE LATTER SIGN.
Exodus 4:9.  And it shall come to pass, 
IF THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE ALSO THESE TWO SIGNS, 
NEITHER HEARKEN UNTO THY VOICE, 
THAT THOU SHALT TAKE OF THE WATER OF THE RIVER, 
AND POUR IT UPON THE DRY LAND: 
and the water which thou takest out of the river 
SHALL BECOME BLOOD UPON THE DRY LAND.

Also, later in the same chapter, we see more confirmation of WHY GOD GAVE SIGNS.

Exodus 4:29.  And Moses and Aaron went and 
gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel:
Exodus 4:30.  And Aaron spake all the words 
which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, 
and did the signs in the sight of the people.
Exodus 4:31.  And the people believed: 
and when they heard that 
the LORD had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and worshipped.

So, God invented and designed SIGNS for the purpose of CAUSING ISRAEL TO BELIEVE GOD.

First Corinthians 14:21.  In the law it is written, (ABOUT ISRAEL).
With MEN OF OTHER TONGUES and other lips 
WILL I SPEAK unto THIS PEOPLE; (Israel)
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

Tongues was not to be a surprise. Israel may NOT have paid attention to Isaiah 28 because it foretold their disbelief.

Isaiah 28:11  For with stammering lips and another tongue 
will he speak to this people.
Isaiah 28:12  To whom he said, 
This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; 
and this is the refreshing: 
yet they would not hear.

Here, Isaiah said of God, 

“will he speak to this people.”
("will he speak"). 

To SPEAK in tongues is to profess TEACHINGS in OTHER tongues, OTHER lips. We saw in First Corinthians 14:6-10 that SPEAKING in tongues is always understandable and meaningful to someone present.

First Corinthians 14:22.  Wherefore TONGUES ARE FOR A SIGN, 
NOT to them that believe, but TO THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT: 
but PROPHESYING (professing God's word, speaking before) serveth NOT for them that believe NOT, but for them which believe.

What did verse 22 say that tongues ARE, and are not? Tongues are a sign (manifestation,12:7) to unbelieving (14-22) Jews (1:22). But at that time, in 1Cor.14:2 (Acts19) he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh NOT unto men. But God said "with stammering lips and another tongues" he would SPEAK UNTO THIS PEOPLE (Israel). Corinth was in error, leaving God's use of tongues.

First Corinthians 14:23.  IF therefore the whole church 
be come together into one place, 
and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, 
will they not say that ye are mad?
First Corinthians 14:24.  But IF all prophesy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, 
he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:
First Corinthians 14:25.  And thus are 
the secrets of his heart made manifest; 
and so falling down on his face he will worship God, 
and report that God is in you of a truth.
First Corinthians 14:26.  How is it then, brethren? 
when ye come together, every one of you 
hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. 
LET ALL THINGS BE DONE UNTO EDIFYING. (14:26)

Notice a couple things about verses 23 and 24. Paul’s meetings were OPEN meetings. UNLEARNED could come in. UNBELIEVERS could come in. So, besides the unbelievers, Paul’s Corinth meeting had space set asided for the UNLEARNED. That means Paul’s meetings were open to the unbelievers, the new believers, and the UNLEARNED in the knowledge of the truth. As well as the saved that were coming to the knowledge of the truth.

Again, EDIFYING has become the GOAL, replacing EVANGELISM of Jews through tongues.

. END OF PART 7 of 9.	. START OF PART 8 of 9.	

PAUL’S LIMITING ORDINANCES
First Corinthians 14:27.  If any man (person or object)
speak in an unknown tongue, 
let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course; 

“by course” is also the way that Paul ends this discussion in verse 40, “in order”.

1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

That means orderly, not in confusion.

First Corinthians 14:27.  If any man (person or object)
speak in an unknown tongue, 
let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course; 
First Corinthians 14:28.  But if there be no interpreter, 
LET HIM KEEP SILENCE IN THE CHURCH; 
and let him speak to himself, and to God.

First Corinthians 14:29.  Let the prophets speak two or three, 
and let the other judge.
First Corinthians 14:30.  If ANY THING BE REVEALED 
to another (14:29, prophet) that sitteth by, 
let the first hold his peace.
First Corinthians 14:31.  For ye (14:29, prophets) may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may LEARN, 
and all may be COMFORTED.

Here, we learn that the benefit from prophets is “learning” and “comfort”. That matches what we already covered in First Corinthians 14:3. 

1 Corinthians 14:3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
EDIFICATION, and 
exhortation, and 
COMFORT.

First Corinthians 14:32.  And the spirits of the prophets are SUBJECT TO THE PROPHETS.
First Corinthians 14:33.  For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints.

We have considered the near context. Now include the remote context. 

1st Timothy 2:11-12. 
"woman learn in silence" 
"suffer not a woman to teach" 
"nor to usurp authority over the man" – 

Notice that it does NOT say 

"nor to EXERCISE authority over the man".

It says 

"nor to USURP authority over the man."

That left open some type of rightful speaking of women in the church at that time, without USURPING AUTHORITY over the man. However, a remote context will rule that out in First Timothy 2:7-15.

Next, we will see in First Corinthians 14:34-38, for the body of Christ to speak in tongues is to teach Israel the doctrine being revealed to Paul.

1st Corinthians 14:34.  
Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak 

(revealing new doctrine); 

but THEY ARE COMMANDED TO BE UNDER OBEDIENCE, 
as also saith the law.

The rightful use of tongues involved spreading the newly revealed doctrine to be taught, across language barriers 
. 
For example, you can see that happening in God's use of tongues by Israel's 12 apostles in Acts 2:4-8 and 11.

Acts 2:4.  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Acts 2:5.  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, out of every nation under heaven.
Acts 2:6.  Now when this was noised abroad, 
the multitude came together, and were confounded, 
because that every man heard them speak in his own language.
Acts 2:7.  And they were all amazed and marvelled, 
saying one to another, 
Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?
Acts 2:8.  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born?
Acts 2:11.  Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our tongues 
the WONDERFUL WORKS of God.
	
Here, you can see point blank, the way God invited the Jews to believe Him. God’s use of tongues was to get Israel to believe, by displaying the WONDERFUL WORKS of God.

The validation of new doctrine was to be left to the apostles and prophets and the speaking of it to "this people" Israel, was to be by men. 

First Timothy 2:14.  And Adam was not deceived, 
but THE WOMAN BEING DECEIVED 
was in the transgression.

1st Corinthians 14:34.  Let your women 
keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak (revealing new doctrine); 
but THEY ARE COMMANDED TO BE UNDER OBEDIENCE, 
as also saith the law.
First Corinthians 14:35.  And IF THEY WILL LEARN ANY THING, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

"LEARN" (speaking in tongues was for others to learn something, to be taught something).

First Corinthians 14:36 
came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only? 

God’s word belongs to God, and to whom He revealed it. The body of Christ prophets and the men, and the women did NOT have control over the revelations. Christ revealed His word to Paul. Paul was inspired of God to receive Christ’s revelations of God’s word before it went to the body of Christ prophets to acknowledge that it was what God commanded Paul to preach and write. It was only then that the new revelations were delivered to the faithful men to teach others also, including teaching the women those newly revealed scriptures.

Until taught by their husbands, those women had no way to SPEAK prophecies in the church because they hadn’t been professed to them yet. But they were saved by childbirth from not teaching. The women were to teach their children, and the younger women.
 
The Bible does not say all of that in one place. But Acts 26:16 does say that Christ would witness about those things in which Christ would appear to Paul. Also First Corinthians 13:2 says that the body of Christ prophets were given to understand all mysteries, and all knowledge. Also First Corinthians 14:37 says that the body of Christ prophets are to acknowledge what God commanded Paul to preach and write. 

To whom would the body of Christ prophets profess Paul’s new revelations? The body of Christ prophets professed Paul’s new revelations to the men and women of their churches of the Gentiles, except that there was a division of duties when the revelations got to the assembly at large. Inspired Paul declared that the men would be first to receive Paul’s newly revealed scripture through the acknowledgement of the body of Christ prophets.

 There is another aspect of this that we need to cover now. Afterward, we will return to this progression to gain a fuller understanding of the impact of it today. Turn to First Timothy 2, verses 7 through 15. We want to read the entire context, but concentrate on verses 11 through 13.

1 Timothy 2:7  Whereunto I am ordained a 
preacher, and an 
apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.
1 Timothy 2:8  I will therefore that men (males, husbands) 
pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
1 Timothy 2:9  ¶In like manner also, 
that women (wives) adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; 
not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;
1 Timothy 2:10  But (which becometh women {wives} 
professing godliness) with good works.
1 Timothy 2:11  Let the woman (wife) LEARN in SILENCE 
with all SUBJECTION.
1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer NOT A WOMAN (wife) TO TEACH, 
nor to USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN (male, husband), 
but to BE IN SILENCE.
1 Timothy 2:13  FOR Adam was first formed, then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman (wife) being deceived was in the transgression.
1 Timothy 2:15  Notwithstanding 
she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

In regard to the involvement of the women, we see a second aspect brought in here by Paul. There is the aspect of the division of duties and instructions in bringing down Christ’s revelations from Christ to Paul to the body of Christ prophets to the men of the assembly to the women of the assembly to the younger women and children in the assemblies. But, additionally, there is the aspect of the Godly positioning of husbands and wives in the assemblies. Also, there is the Biblical reason for that Godly positioning. Those are the two aspects that bear on the involvement of women in multiplying the newly revealed word of God.

First of all, let’s look again First Timothy 2:11-12, to see the instructions that Paul tells are involved in making the newly inspired scriptures available.

1 Timothy 2:11  Let the woman (wife) LEARN in SILENCE 
with all SUBJECTION.
1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer NOT A WOMAN (wife) TO TEACH, 
nor to USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN (male, husband), 
but to BE IN SILENCE.

Those instructions might sound pretty prejudiced to us in the 21st century, but those are NOT culturally derived instructions and positions. They are long-standing Biblical standards. We should never judge the Bible by cultural standards. We should judge the culture by Biblical standards.

The word used by Paul for “MAN” in First Timothy 2:12 is a different word with a different meaning from the word Paul used for “MAN” in the spiritual gift chapters of First Corinthians 12:3,7,11, 14:2,27,37,38. First Corinthians 12:3,7,11, 14:2,27,37,38 has the sense of “each (one), every (man, one, woman, thing)”, In other words, not necessarily “male”. So, verses like First Corinthians 12:7 mean that, at that time, God gave to all believers, spiritual gifts that included tongues, interpretation, miracles, healings, and prophecy. The word Paul used for “MAN” in First Corinthians 12:7 means:

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every MAN to profit withal” 

in the sense of 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every PERSON to profit withal” 

or 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every HUMAN to profit withal”.

First Corinthians 12:7 does NOT mean 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every MAN to profit withal” 

in the sense of 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every MALE to profit withal.” 

So, by the verses we have seen so far, the Bible hasn’t yet said that tongues were not given to women also during a dispensing of the gospel. However, considering the order of the dispensing of the newly inspired scriptures revealed to Paul, the men received the teaching of Paul and the body of Christ prophets But the women were to find out from their husbands at home about those new revelations to be taught to their children and to the younger women.

That was the first aspect of whether women are to SPEAK OUT the inspired revelations in church, or not.

. END OF PART 8 of 9.	. START OF PART 9 of 9.	

Now, let us consider the second aspect of women’s SPEAKING in church in First Timothy 2:12. We have read the related context in First Timothy 2:7-15, and we have considered Paul’s instructions in First Timothy 2:11-12. There we saw that Paul instructed the believing women to LEARN in SILENCE, rather than to SPEAK in church, or to do anything else to disrupt the line of authority delivering the newly inspired revelations of the word of God. Another thing to notice is that Paul used the word for “woman” that means “wife”. Paul used the word “woman” in the same sense as it is used in Genesis 2:22-24 in what is called the Old Testament.

Genesis 2:22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from MAN, 
made he a WOMAN, and brought her unto the MAN.
Genesis 2:23 And Adam said, 
This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 
she shall be called WOMAN, because she was taken out of MAN.
Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a MAN leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his WIFE: 
and they shall be one flesh.

That means that also, there is that sense to the instructions Paul gave for protocol in the church meetings. We believe the Bible, the way that it stands. But to help understand the inference in the word “WOMAN”, lets temporarily substitute the definition for the word.

1 Timothy 2:11  Let the wife LEARN in SILENCE 
with all SUBJECTION.

1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer NOT A wife TO TEACH, 
nor to USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE husband, 
but to BE IN SILENCE.

Now, lets read First Timothy 2:11-12 again as the Bible presents it, but this time with the understanding of what the words mean that Paul used when he wrote it.

1 Timothy 2:11  Let the woman (wife) LEARN in SILENCE 
with all SUBJECTION.

1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer NOT A WOMAN (wife) TO TEACH, 
nor to USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN (male, husband), 
but to BE IN SILENCE.

Now, look at the next word, the first word in First Timothy 2:13. 

1 Timothy 2:13  FOR Adam was first formed, then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman (wife) being deceived was in the transgression.

The first word in First Timothy 2:13 is “FOR”. In other words, what we just read in verses 11-12 is true because of what Paul says next.

1 Timothy 2:13  FOR Adam was first formed, then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman (wife) being deceived was in the transgression.

Firstly, in verse 13 we see that Eve was not formed until after God had created man in His own image and likeness. Also, in verse 13 we remember that Eve was not formed of the dust of the ground, but from a part of man in Genesis 2:21. Then, in verse 14 we see who sinned first to break the communion with God. We have no way of knowing if the man, Adam, would have ever sinned if the woman, Eve, had not been made from Adam’s rib. But we do know what First Timothy 2:14 says. 

1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman (wife) being deceived was in the transgression.

Remember the word “FOR” with which verse 13 started? Because the woman was created secondly, and because the woman was the first in the transgression, we have the resulting instructions about women in the church meetings in First Timothy 2:11-12.

1 Timothy 2:11  Let the wife LEARN in SILENCE 
with all SUBJECTION.
1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer NOT A wife TO TEACH, 
nor to USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE husband, 
but to BE IN SILENCE.

Paul said, “I suffer not a woman to teach … but to be in silence. That is for the two reasons shown. One reason is that the woman was the first in the transgression. And, another reason is that the woman, being the wife in a Biblical marriage in this dispensation, vows to be under submission to her husband, just as her husband is under submission to God through the word of God.

But there is more.

1 Timothy 2:15  Notwithstanding 
she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

“Saved in Childbearing”? Saved from what? Saved from the restrictions given prior to the verses we are in, prior to verses 13-15. 

Notwithstanding, she shall be saved in childbearing from “silence”, “learning in silence”, “not to teach”.

“Childbearing” presented the woman, the wife, with the opportunity to teach the next generation the newly inspired revelations that became Pauline scriptures of Romans through Philemon.  

1 Timothy 2:15  Notwithstanding 
she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

There is one more need in the church that the woman is instructed to fulfill.

Titus 2:3  The aged women likewise, 

Paul was not talking about women in the old folks home. Although the word Paul used does mean old women, or aged women, in this case, you can see that he was comparing older women with the younger women in the next verse, the young women.

Titus 2:3  The aged women likewise, 
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
not false accusers, 
not given to much wine, 
TEACHERS of good things;
Titus 2:4  That they may TEACH the YOUNG WOMEN 
to be sober, 
to love their husbands, 
to love their children,

“To love their husbands” has to do with what women were created for and what they vowed in a Biblical marriage. That involves submitting to being a help, helping her husband make his stand on the Bible principles he understands.

Titus 2:3  The aged women likewise, 
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
not false accusers, 
not given to much wine, 
TEACHERS of good things;
Titus 2:4  That they may TEACH the YOUNG WOMEN 
to be sober, 
to love their husbands, 
to love their children,

That is how believing believing older women in the body of Christ can TEACH the YOUNG WOMEN to keep their vows and “TO LOVE THEIR HUSBANDS”.

By the way, Paul was inspired of God to instruct men in how to relate to women (their wives), and they have two instructions, not just one.

Titus 2:3  The aged women likewise, 
that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
not false accusers, 
not given to much wine, 
TEACHERS of good things;
Titus 2:4  That they may TEACH the YOUNG WOMEN 
to be sober, 
to love their husbands, 
to love their children,

“TO LOVE THEIR CHILDREN” has to do with what the Bible says in Proverbs 22:15

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; 
but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

The “rod” is not a baseball bat that whip the child into fear. The “rod” is what King David said was a COMFORT TO HIM. 

Psalms 23:4 Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
THY ROD and thy staff they COMFORT ME.

The shepherd does not carry a painful pole to beat up on the sheep. The shepherd carries a rod to gently press the sheep’s side to redirect the straying sheep back into the herd. The rod provides direction to those who have lost their way. The rod is an exercise of love, rather than letting the sheep wander away out of your protection.

Psalms 23:4 Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
THY ROD and thy staff they COMFORT ME.

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; 
but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

The rod of correction is LOVINGLY setting boundaries and limits, along with LOVINGLY applying realistic results or consequences to their behavior.

That is how believing older women in the body of Christ are to TEACH the YOUNG WOMEN “to love their children”.

In bringing the new scriptures to us, all except the last step was to bring us the newly revealed good news of there being a way to come to God even after Israel fell in Acts 7.

However, the last step while having the same reason and authority, It also had the reason in 

1 Timothy 2:11  Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.
1 Timothy 2:12  But I suffer not a woman to teach, 
nor to usurp authority over the man, 
but to be in silence.

The difference is in what is the reason for the women to learn in silence.

1 Timothy 2:13  For Adam was first formed, then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.

That reason did not end when Israel was blinded and cast away at the end of Acts.

Let’s continue in First Corinthians 14:36.

First Corinthians 14:36 What? 
came the word of God out from you?
or came it unto you only? (13:9)

Definition of PROPHECY= profess, speak out beforehand. The PROPHETS were not the source of revelation, nor were they the inspired writers.

First Corinthians 14:37.  If any man think himself to be 
a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.

Job description of PROPHETS- The body of Christ PROPHETS were to acknowledge that the inspired writers spoke God's word.

Look back at 

First Corinthians 14:38.  But if any man be ignorant, 
let him be ignorant.
First Corinthians 14:39.  Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophesy, and 
forbid not to speak with tongues. 

At this stage, it is negative, but not a LAW.

First Corinthians 14:40.  Let all things be done decently and IN ORDER 
(in their proper sequence of events, with no confusion).

. END OF PART 9 of 9.	
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