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I want to share some thoughts on several topics. I have some verses listed to guide our thinking. I hope to discuss some thoughts that we haven't emphasized before. 

We will look at some things about:
	A. Paul's manner in Acts 13 through Acts 19.
	B. The Greeks,
	C. The sequence and order of the gospel of God, and the gospel of Christ.
D. What happened in the body of Christ 
when people believed the gospel of Christ 
before the dispensation of the grace of God, 
	E. About what "work" was Habakkuk prophesying?

[bookmark: INTRODUCTION]INTRODUCTION.

[bookmark: a_mixed_group]The way I understand the relevant scriptures, for a while after Paul first preached the resurrected Messiah in Corinth, it was a mixed group that believed what Paul preached in the synagogues, as his manner was (Acts 17, verses 1 through 3).  

Acts 17:3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead; 
and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

[bookmark: gospel_of_Christ]Of those believing that Jesus is the resurrected Messiah, only SOME OF THEM went on to believe the “gospel of Christ” that Christ died for their sins, and thus were saved and part of a temporary mixed group. 

Those who DID NOT go on to believe that God was calling them by the “gospel of Christ”, were also part of that same temporary mixed group that was NO LONGER WELCOME in the apostate synagogue. They remained the circumcision, but they became the believing circumcision.

Those TWO GROUPS can be seen in 

1 Corinthians 7:17,  But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, 
so let him walk. 
And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18,  Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him NOT become UNcircumcised. 
Is any called in UNcircumcision? 
let him NOT be circumcised.
1 Corinthians 7:19,  Circumcision is nothing, and UNcircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God.
1 Corinthians 7:20,  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.
 
Now, look at:

1 Corinthians 1:9, God is faithful, 
by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

In 1st Corinthians 1, verse 9, we read about God's call for those people to become part of the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ, by believing the “gospel of Christ” that Christ had commissioned Paul to preach, during that time.That would be in the body of Christ. That call of God was being relayed by Paul (1st Corinthians 1, verse 2) to that formerly Jewish gathering.

[bookmark: church_of_God]1 Corinthians 1:2, Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
CALLED to be saints, 
with all that in every place CALL UPON THE NAME of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIR'S and OUR'S:
 
The church of God that Paul refers to is identified in 

Galatians 1:13, For ye have heard of my conversation 
in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure 
I persecuted the church of God, 
and wasted it:

Paul said in 1st Corinthians 7, verses 17 through 20 for each of them to obey God's individual call. That was because, at that time, just after the nation of Israel’s fall, God still called some individuals of them to continue waiting for their sins to be blotted out at Christ's future return, to reign in Israel, while God called others of them to believe Paul's “gospel of Christ” and be saved at that time, (Acts 3, verses 19 through 21, Zechariah13, verse 1). 

These verses show what was believed by the new circumcision believers in the name of Jesus.

Acts 3:19, Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.
Acts 3:20, And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you:
Acts 3:21, Whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began.

Zechariah 13:1, In that day there shall be a fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for sin and for uncleanness.

[bookmark: the_gospel_of_God]But none of Paul's temporary, mixed group were still apostate since all Paul's temporary, mixed, group now believed the “gospel of God” facts about the name of Jesus, who Jesus is, that He is the resurrected Christ. (Romans 1, verses 1 through 4).

These verses show the “gospel of God” as revealed by God to Paul.

Romans 1:1,  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2,  (Which he had promised afore 
by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3,  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ (“Messiah” in Hebrew) our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4,  And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:

The gospel of God declares the identity of Jesus, the name of Jesus.

Paul NEVER preached the gospel of the kingdom to anyone. We can know that by:

Galatians 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure I persecuted the “church of God”, 
and wasted it:
Galatians 2:18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, 
I make myself a transgressor.

The point is that some were saved. Some of Paul's temporary mixed group of “gospel of God” believers to whom Paul wrote in Corinth were saved and in the body of Christ, while some were still under the circumcision gospel, waiting to be saved when Christ returns to reign from Israel.  

That Acts 9 through 28 period is unique in that only there (and in the epistles during that period) are there: 
2 sets of apostles, 
2 gospels, 
2 churches, 
	2 sets of doctrine, and
	2 commissions.

Paul was NOT willing to confuse any of the believing, little flock Jews, or to try to steal Jews to fill up the body of Christ. Those Jews who had already heard the gospel of the circumcision but were still deciding whether to believe that Jesus was the risen Messiah, were still being called by God into Israel’s little flock. Paul was eager to win apostate Jews that God was calling as part of the remnant according to the election of grace. But he left those who already were part of the prophetic remnant, the little flock to be disciple by Israel's 12 apostles.

Some of the prophetic remnant were formerly apostate Jews that only became the prophetic remnant when they heard the gospel of God preached to them by Paul. But, they were among those that had been “called in circumcision”. Paul was not trying to save the believing remnant, little flock into the body of Christ.

Romans 15:20, Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, 
NOT where Christ was named, 
lest I should build upon another man's foundation:

Paul never violated his Romans 15, verse 20 attempt to avoid preaching the gospel of Christ where Christ was already named, lest he should build on another man's foundation.

[bookmark: Pauls_manner][bookmark: sub_groups]A. Paul's manner in Acts 13:4 through Acts 20:5, and two sub-groups in 1st Corinthians 7:18 
	(lines 161 to 363).

In First Corinthians, Paul was talking to the early church that he had taught in Corinth. According to John 16:2, that early church had just departed from the apostate Jewish synagogue.  The apostate Jewish synagogue did NOT believe the name of Jesus, the gospel of God that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, risen from the dead. 

John 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

[bookmark: that_mixed_group]Paul went into the synagogue as his manner was (Acts 17:1-3) and preached to them, the gospel of God, which was the very thing that they needed to hear before he preached the "gospel of Christ" (gospel of salvation) to them. When Paul preached the "GOSPEL OF GOD" in that mixed group, some were called by God to go on to believe Paul's gospel of Christ to be saved. While others were called by God to believe the gospel that Israel had been hoping for, resurrection into their kingdom IF they endured to the end 

1 Corinthians 7:18 Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him NOT become UNcircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him NOT be circumcised.

Those converted, little flock, church of God, Jews were meeting together for awhile with the body of Christ believers. Paul diligently preached to those body of Christ believers to be careful NOT to cause those Jews among them to stumble, because those converted (little flock) Jews in Paul's meetings, still could perish, or be destroyed if they did not endure to the end. ---- 

They could perish as we see in:

1 Corinthians 8:11  And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, 
for whom Christ died?

They could be destroyed as we see in:

Romans 14:15  But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, 
now walkest thou NOT charitably. 
Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.
Romans 14:20  For meat destroy not the work of God. 
All things indeed are pure; 
but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.

Those are likely to be the ones in Corinth to whom Paul is saying in 
First Corinthians 11:30: 
"many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep".

In the Acts 15 period, when Peter, James, and John pledged to go to the circumcision, they already understood the limits on that word, “circumcision”. It was no longer merely anyone descended from Jacob that also was physically circumcised. Stephen's preaching to the high priest in Acts 7 clarified that fact. He identified Israel's high priest, council, elders, and scribes as being "UNCIRCUMCISED in heart and ears". Jeremiah 9:25-26 clarified it centuries earlier.

Jeremiah 9:25  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will punish all them which are circumcised 
with the uncircumcised;
Jeremiah 9:26  Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, 
and the children of Ammon, and Moab, 
and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: 
for all these nations are uncircumcised, 
and ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL are UNCIRCUMCISED IN THE HEART.

Paul clarifies for us, to whom the true circumcision is limited.  

Romans 2:25, "For circumcision verily profiteth, IF thou keep the law: 
but IF thou be a breaker of the law, 
thy circumcision IS MADE UNCIRCUMCISION." 

Tell me, how many descendants of Jacob have kept the law? Paul limits it even further in 

Galatians 3:7 "Know ye therefore that THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH, 
the same are the children of Abraham." - 

So, only those who had the faith that was required of Israel were even considered the children of Abraham, the true circumcision. That discontinued Israel's (great) commission (Matthew 28:19-20).  What it boils down to is that Peter, James, and John pledged to go to the true circumcision, the ones that were already expressing faith that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, raised from the dead. 

That is the same faith in the name of Jesus, the identity of Jesus that Paul preached according to Romans 10:8. 

Romans 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the word of FAITH, which we preach;

It is called the "gospel of God" (Romans 1:1-4 and Acts 17:2-3 with 1st Thessalonians 2:2, and 9). 

Romans 1:1  "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead...."

That is the gospel of God. Now, see how Paul used the gospel of God in his manner of operation.

Acts 17:2  "And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,
Acts 17:3  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.
Acts 17:4  And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas...."

While Peter, James, and John pledged to go to the true circumcision, Paul pledged to do what Christ sent him to do, to go to the heathen, those of the Gentiles to whom he had been sent by that time. 

In practice, that meant that when Paul went to a town, he would seek out where the Jews and Greeks met for Sabbath meeting, and preach the gospel of God to them. Those that did NOT believe it, stayed in the synagogue. Those that DID believe the identity of Jesus (gospel of God), would "consort with Paul", "depart" and "separate" from the synagogue, and begin meeting with Paul, or with his fellowlabourers in the gospel of Christ, to study under Paul's preaching of newly revealed doctrine. 

Those who had just started believing that Jesus is the Messiah, and had left the synagogue were the start of 2 different sub-groups AT THAT TIME. Out of that group of "gospel of God" believers would come some believers whom God had called to be body of Christ believers when they chose to believe Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. That sub-group was immediately baptized by one Spirit into the one body of Christ. 

Additionally, that 2-part group that left the synagogue trusting Paul's preaching of the "gospel of God" had one other sub-group in it. God had called some to be part of converted, believing, little flock of Israel, the Israel of God. That is what Paul preached in 

1 Corinthians 7:18(17-20), "Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him NOT become uncircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him NOT be circumcised." 

It was only to those Jews and Greeks quitting the synagogue, and that God had "called in UNCIRCUMCISION" to whom Paul preached the "gospel of Christ" crucified for our sins, the gospel of salvation as in 1st Corinthians 15:1-4.

1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
1 Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

Of course, eventually those 2 sub-groups would have to split from each other. The little flock, church of God would meet on the Sabbath, separate from the apostate, unbelieving synagogue. The body of Christ believers would meet whenever they could (sometimes on the first day of the week, Acts 20:7). They would study the epistles that Paul wrote to them, and that had been passed around. 

At that time, before the canon of scripture was complete and available, the body of Christ churches had body of Christ prophets and teachers. God gave the body of Christ prophets  all knowledge, and understanding of the mystery (1st Corinthians 13:2), 

1 Corinthians 13:2 And though 
I HAVE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, and 
UNDERSTAND all mysteries, and all KNOWLEDGE; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.

Their commission was to acknowledge that the things Paul wrote were commanded by God 
(1st Corinthians 14:37).

1 Corinthians 14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him ACKNOWLEDGE THAT the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.



I DON'T know of any scripture that says Paul preached the gospel of salvation to Jews and Greeks that already were converted, little flock believers when he came to them, like in Jerusalem. That would have violated his SENDING in Acts 26:16-17.

Acts 26:16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of THESE things which thou hast seen, 
and of THOSE things in the which I WILL APPEAR UNTO THEE;
Acts 26:17  DELIVERING THEE FROM the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom NOW I SEND THEE,

Christ sent Paul to the Jews and Gentiles in the synagogues from whom He had to deliver him. Paul's commission was a PROVOCATIVE commission. He was SENT to PROVOKE Israel to JEALOUSY and SAVE SOME. Paul was careful NOT to build on another man's foundation, even if that man's foundation was also Christ.

Romans 15:20  Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, 
NOT where Christ was named, 
lest I should build upon another man's foundation:

The one  place that I know of in which Paul told believing, little flock Jews the gospel that he preached among the Gentiles, the Bible is careful to use the term, "communicated unto them", instead of preached to them.

But on Paul's trips, when he preached to Jews and Greeks that had NOT heard of Jesus, he first preached the "GOSPEL OF GOD", those facts about the identity of Jesus (Romans 1:1-4). Only after Paul knew they had heard and believed the "GOSPEL OF GOD", would he preach to them the "GOSPEL OF CHRIST", gospel of salvation. 

But during that time between when they had started believing that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living God, raised from the dead, (between that time) and when they came to believe that Christ saved them by having died for their sins, (during that in-between time) they were in the same position as little flock believers like Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. But Paul did not find them that way when he first came to their synagogue, so he had not broken his pledge in Galatians 2:9 to go to the heathen.

[bookmark: Greeks]B. Greeks: 

Let's compare 2 verses that expose the change from being SENT only to the Jew first and also to the Greek, to later being SENT to all men with the gospel of salvation. Remember that the GREEKS were those GENTILES who fit the category of being:
	God-fearing,
	Israel-blessing,
	devout,
seekers of the wisdom-and-knowledge-of-God,
non-national GENTILES called GREEKS.

Compare the Acts 20:21 summary, with the Acts 20:24 reception of the ministry to testify.

Acts 20:21,  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, 
and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:24,  But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy 

(Acts 13:2 and 4) 
(that “course” refers to Acts 20:21), 

AND 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

[bookmark: GOG_b4_GOC]C. Gospel of God to the Gospel of Christ:
	(line 395 to 569)

Let's look at several passages that clearly show that Paul always presented the gospel of God, BEFORE the gospel of Christ that saves believers.

Acts 17:2,  And Paul, as HIS MANNER was, went in unto them, 
and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,
Acts 17:3,  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

After having to leave Thessalonica too soon, Paul wrote back:

1 Thessalonians 2:9,  For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: 
for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, 
we preached unto you the gospel of God.
1 Thessalonians 3:2,  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, 
and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, 
and to comfort you concerning your FAITH:

Acts 20:21,  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, 

That is the gospel of God described with different words, to change their mind to believe that Jesus is of God, and not a fraud.

Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, 
AND 
Next came saving faith in  the gospel of Christ.
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 26:18,  To open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 

That is the gospel of God described with different words, to change their mind to believe that Jesus is of God, and not a fraud. Next came the gospel of Christ that forgives sins, and saves people.

THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified BY FAITH THAT IS IN ME.

Romans 1:1,  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2,  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3,  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4,  And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:

That was in the first 4 verses of Romans 1 about the gospel of God. Then later comes verse 16 of Romans 1, about the gospel of Christ..

Romans 1:16,  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Romans 15:16, That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

2 Thessalonians 2:13,  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit 

The gospel of God sanctifies toward hearing and believing when the gospel of Christ is preached to that person.

AND 
belief of the truth:

The word of truth is the gospel of salvation 
(“the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,” in Ephesians 1:13)
(“the word of the truth of the gospel … of the grace of God.” In Colossians 1:5-6)

2 Thessalonians 2:14,  Whereunto 

In other words, “he called you by our gospel to the” “belief of the truth”.

he called you by our gospel, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 17:16-33, especially verses: 32-33.

Acts 17:16,  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, 
his spirit was stirred in him, 

(spirit with lower case "s" = his attitude).

when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.
Acts 17:17,  Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the JEWS, 
AND WITH THE DEVOUT PERSONS, 

There you see the Jews and the Greeks again.

and in the market daily with them that met with him.

Who did it say met with him?  The Jews and the Greeks.

Acts 17:18,  Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, 
encountered him. And some said, 
What will this babbler say? 
other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: 
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.  (gospel of God)

There is the scripture that Paul preached the gospel of God first, before ever mentioning to them the gospel of salvation. They called him a "babbler, said he preached "strange gods", JESUS, and the resurrection.

Acts 17:19,  And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, 
May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is?
Acts 17:20,  For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: 
we would know therefore what these things mean.
Acts 17:21,  (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there 
spent their time in nothing else, 
but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)
Acts 17:22,  Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, 
Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.
Acts 17:23,  For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, 
I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you.
Acts 17:24,  God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
Acts 17:25,  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, 
as though he needed any thing, 
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
Acts 17:26,  And hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and hath determined the times before appointed, 
and the bounds of their habitation;
Acts 17:27,  That they should seek the Lord, 
if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us:  (the synagogue)
Acts 17:28,  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
as certain also of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring.
Acts 17:29,  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, 
we ought NOT to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.
Acts 17:30,  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men every where to REPENT:  (gospel of God)

Repent of what?  Repent of not believing that Jesus is the Son of God, the risen Messiah.

Acts 17:31,  Because he hath appointed a day, 
in the which HE WILL JUDGE the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised him from the dead.

So, "that man" is the Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 17:32,  And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, (gospel of God)
some mocked: and others said, 
We will hear thee again of this matter.

By rejecting the gospel of God, 
the Athenians rejected their opportunity 
to hear the gospel of Christ.

Acts 17:33,  So PAUL DEPARTED from among them.

"'SO' Paul departed".  "So" means because they rejected the gospel of God, they did NOT get to hear the gospel  of Christ. Those Jews, Greeks, and alien Gentiles in Athens DID NOT GET TO HEAR the gospel of salvation, because they DID NOT RECEIVE the gospel of God that Paul preached to them. The "gospel of God" was preliminary and prerequisite.

[bookmark: upon_Belief]D. What happened upon Belief:
	(lines 571 to 

(1.) Believed.  	Acts 13:12, 39, 48, Acts 14:1, 23, Acts 17:4, 12, 34. Acts 18:8, 27, Acts 19:18, 
Acts 21:25, 1Cor.14:22, 24, 2Cor.6:15, Eph.1:19, 1Th.1:7, 2:10, 2:13, 1Tm.1:16, 
(2.) Part Held with and Divided. Acts 14:4,  2Tm.1:13.
(3.) Consorted. Acts 17:4.
(4.) Departed.  Acts 15:39-40,  Acts 18:7,  Acts 19:9.
(5.) Separated.  Acts 13:2,  Acts 19:9.  Be Ye Separate. 2nd Corinthians 6:14-7:1, Isa.52:11-12.
(6.) Clave.  Acts 11:23,  Acts 17:34.

(1.) Believed.  

Acts 13:39,  And by him ALL that believe are justified from ALL things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
Acts 13:48,  And when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Acts 14:1,  ¶And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

Acts 14:23,  And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

Acts 17:4,  And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, 
and of the chief women not a few.
Acts 17:12,  Therefore many of them believed; 
also of honourable women which were Greeks, 
and of men, not a few.
Acts 17:34,  Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: 
among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and a woman named Damaris, 
and others with them.

Acts 18:8,  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.  

Some were still water baptizing because 
it was still before Paul's temple vision
which is probably when "Christ sent Paul" NOT to baptize. 

Acts 18:27,  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, 
the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: 
who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through GRACE:

Through God's attribute of GRACE.
Notice there is no mention there of 
A GENERAL DISPENSING of anything, 
grace or otherwise.

Acts 19:18,  And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.

Acts 21:25,  As touching the Gentiles which believe, 
we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, 
save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, 
and from blood, 
and from strangled, 
and from fornication.

1 Corinthians 14:22,  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, NOT to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth NOT for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.
1 Corinthians 14:24,  But if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, 
he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:

2 Corinthians 6:15,  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

1 Thessalonians 1:7,  So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

1 Thessalonians 2:10,  Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:

1 Thessalonians 2:13,  ¶For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, 
ye received it NOT as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

1 Timothy 1:16,  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.



[bookmark: Part_Held_with](2.) Part Held with and Divided. 

Acts 14:4,  But the multitude of the city was divided: 
and part held with the Jews, 
and part with the apostles.

2 Corinthians 6:15,  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

2 Timothy 1:13,  Hold fast the form of sound words, 
which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

Hold with Paul's sound words.
Listen carefully to the remaining groups of verses and their common emphasis.

[bookmark: Consorted](3.) Consorted. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/consort
3consort
verb con·sort \kən-ˈsȯrt, kän-ˈ, ˈkän-ˌ\

Definition of CONSORT
transitive verb
1:  unite, associate 

Acts 17:4,  And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, 
and of the chief women not a few.

[bookmark: Departed](4.) Departed. 

Acts 18:7,  ¶And he departed thence, 
and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

Acts 19:9,  But when divers were hardened, 
and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, 
he departed from them, 
and separated the disciples, 
disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.

[bookmark: Separated](5.) Separated.  

Acts 19:9,  But when divers were hardened, 
and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, 
he departed from them, and separated the disciples, 
disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.

(Be Ye Separate). 

Isaiah 52:11, Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; 
go ye out of the midst of her; 
be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.
2 Corinthians 6:14,  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
and what communion hath light with darkness?
2 Corinthians 6:15,  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
2 Corinthians 6:16,  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
2 Corinthians 6:17,  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you,
2 Corinthians 6:18,  And will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.
2 Corinthians 7:1,  ¶HAVING THEREFORE THESE PROMISES, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

IF 2nd Corinthians 6:14-7:1 was written in a dispensation of the gospel, then sometimes, Paul would be using scripture that only applies to Jews and Greeks. However, IF 2nd Corinthians 6:14-7:1 was written in the dispensation of the grace of God, 	then Paul would NOT be using scripture that only applies to Jews and Greeks.

It turns out that in 2nd Corinthians 6:14-7:1, Paul DOES USE scripture that only applies to Jews and Greeks. So, that fits the first of the two condition mentioned above. 2nd Corinthians 6:14-7:1 was written in a dispensation of the gospel, Since Paul DID USE scripture that only applies to Jews and Greeks.

The synagogues that Paul preached the gospel of God in, were apostate 	as seen in John 9:22, 9:34, 12:42, and 16:2. Look at:

John 9:22,  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed already, 
that if any man did confess that he was Christ, 
he should be put out of the synagogue.

When Paul preached in the synagogues that Jesus is the risen Christ, the believers in that gospel of God, had to leave the synagogue and meet in Paul's meeting at first. That included synagogue Jews and Greeks that had come to believe that Jesus is the risen Christ. That made them the church of God (1st Cor.1:2) just as the scattered, little flock was that Saul of Tarsus persecuted.

When those “gospel of God” believers began meeting with Paul, Paul could begin preaching the “gospel of Christ” to them. Those who had become “church of God” people, but that now believed the “gospel of Christ”, became part of a remnant according to the election of grace from Israel, into the “body of Christ” in a “dispensation of the gospel”.

Those who had become “church of God” people, but that continued to believe Israel's future kingdom gospel, 	became part of the scattered, little flock, prophetic remnant in Israel's program. Those people in that situation, "the work", and in that dispensation of the gospel, had that choice of which group to be in, according to the call of God on them, at that time, as we see in:

1 Corinthians 7:17, But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. 
And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18, Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him not become uncircumcised. 

Stay in believing Israel.

Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him not be circumcised.

Don't try to be a Jew, Messianic or otherwise.

1 Corinthians 7:19, Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God.
1 Corinthians 7:20, Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

Although those provisions were for some of the people in the body of Christ, they were people in the body that were addressed as in "the work" and in a "dispensation of the gospel". We, in the body of Christ today are in the dispensation of the grace of God. We that are in the body of Christ today, are NOT in "the work", NOR are we in that "dispensation of the gospel" which ONLY existed from Acts 9, through Acts 19. Because of that, those opportunities, signs, ordinances, and accommodations do NOT apply to us.

[bookmark: Clave](6.) Clave.  

Acts 11:23,  Who, when he came, 
and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, 
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

Acts 17:34,  Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: 
among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and a woman named Damaris, 
and others with them.

[bookmark: A_Work]E. A Work:

Habakkuk 1:5,  Behold YE among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: 

Habakkuk prophesies to Israel, "YE". Habakkuk 1:5 is about Israel while among the heathen. The heathen Roman government was ruling Israel at the time of Jesus. Israel was "among the heathen" at the time of Jesus earthly ministry, as well as many Israelites still scattered from previous exiles, and the scattering from the persecution by Saul of Tarsus.

for I will work a work in your days, 
which ye will NOT believe, 
though it be told you.

Romans 9:27,  Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, 
Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
a remnant shall be saved:
Romans 9:28,  For he will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness: 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.

The prophesied "work" that was the first part of Paul's and Barnabas's calling, "working" with the Jews first, was a short "work". It was prophesied that there would be a "work", but it was NOT prophesied what that "work" would be.

Acts 13:1  ¶Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; 
as Barnabas, 
and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul.
Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for THE WORK whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3  And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.
Acts 13:4  ¶So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

The prophesied "work" was from Acts 13:1 through Acts 20:5. During that period in First Corinthians 9:16-18, Paul also called that period a dispensation of the gospel of Christ. That was from about 44 AD to about 56 AD. That is 12 years for the Lord to accomplish "a short work" through Paul. From about 56 AD to 2015 AD is about 1959 years. Compare 12 short "work" years, to 1959 years so far.

Romans 9:28,  For he will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness: 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.
Romans 9:29,  And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, 
we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha.
Romans 9:30,  What shall we say then? 
That the Gentiles, which followed NOT after righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith.

Acts 13:2,  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for "the work" whereunto I have called them.

Acts 13:13,  Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia: 
and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.
Acts 15:38,  But Paul thought not good to take him with them, 
who departed from them from Pamphylia, 
and went not with them to "the work".

Acts 13:41,  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: 
for I work "a work" in your days, 
"a work" which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.

Romans 9:28,  For he will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness: 

Giving individual Jews an extra 12 years to believe that Jesus is the risen Christ, was going above and beyond what was necessary, after Israel fell.

because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.


  
[bookmark: WHICH_CHURCH]"WHICH CHURCH: 'CHURCH OF GOD,' OR 'THE CHURCH WHICH IS HIS BODY"

If these words of God seem strange to you, it may be because they do NOT fit in with your own understanding of it. May none of us find that we have been using the Bible as a tool to justify our own understanding. Rather, let us believe the words on the page, without adding our own assumptions to them. Let us believe that God still knows more than we know, and then let us seek God's wisdom and knowledge.

God made covenants with Israel to make Israel ACCEPTABLE TO GOD.

Leviticus 26:12,  
And I will walk among you, 
and WILL BE YOUR GOD, 
and YE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

During Israel’s RISE, part of the Abrahamic covenant made Gentiles who BLESS ISRAEL ACCEPTABLE TO GOD.

Genesis 12:3,  
And I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

Those Israel-blessing Gentiles benefitted from that part of that covenants of promise. But Israel is no longer rising, but rather, Israel has fallen, and been blinded and cast away UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into what the One Spirit is baptizing "gospel of Christ" believers into today.

Romans 11:11,  
I say then, Have they STUMBLED that they should FALL?
 God forbid: but rather THROUGH THEIR FALL 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 

(“unto the Gentiles”, NOT “unto ALL the Gentiles”)

FOR TO PROVOKE THEM (ISRAEL) TO JEALOUSY.

Therefore, no one can be made acceptable to God today by blessing Israel. Israel’s "gospel of the kingdom"/"gospel of the circumcision" is no longer in effect. It no longer works. 

After Israel fell, God saved, sealed, and separated Saul of Tarsus unto 

“the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified (set apart) by the Holy Ghost.” - (Romans 15:16)

I must repeat that it does NOT say that people are saved by the “gospel of God”. It says “that the offereing up of the Gentiles might be acceptable.” No longer does anyone need to bless fallen Israel in order to be acceptable to God. Any Gentiles that offers up his trust in Christ to have died for that Gentiles sins, is saved.

Although, Paul never preached Israel’s gospel of their kingdom, he did first preach the "GOSPEL OF GOD," to make them wise unto the salvation of the "gospel of Christ" which is God’s power to save Jew and Jew-blessing believers. Believing the “gospel of God” makes a person acceptable to hear and believe the gospel of Christ to be saved.

We see that, in other places too, in briefer form. Let’s look at

1 Corinthians 1:2, 
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
BOTH THEIR'S AND OUR'S:

In 1st Corinthians 1, verse 2, Paul says that those believers to whom he is writing, who had separated from the apostate synagogue in Acts 18:7, who had believed the “gospel of God” in Acts 18:4, and 5, were thereby sanctified, or set apart and acceptable to hear and believe the “gospel of Christ” to be saved. 
Then, Paul conveyed God’s calling to them to be saints (sanctifieds) in 1st Corinthian 1, verse 9. 

1 Corinthians 1:9  God is faithful, 
by whom ye were called unto the fellowship 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

In First Corinthians 1:2, the word for “saints” has the same root as the word for “sanctified.” So, Paul was calling them to be believers in the “gospel of God” which would make them acceptable, and sanctified to hear and believe the “gospel of Christ.”

Then, Paul tells an alternate way of expressing the “gospel of God.” He calls “gospel of God” believers, “all that in every place call upon THE NAME OF Jesus Christ our Lord." “The name of” anyone identifies him, it represents the facts about who he is. Romans 1, verse 2 (1:1-4) says that God promised the coming of Jesus Christ by announcing several identifiable facts about who the coming Christ would be. Those biblical facts are named in Romans 1, verses 1, through 4. 

Romans 1:1  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2  (Which he had promised afore 
by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:

Not only does the “gospel of God” make people acceptable to hear and believe the saving message in the “gospel of Christ,” but the “gospel of God” is what Paul was separated to, from the womb of his mother religion, Judaism.

Not only was Paul separated unto the “gospel of God,” but you can see the record of him carrying out that calling in Acts 9, verses 20, 22, 27, and 29.

Acts 9:20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that HE IS THE SON OF GOD.
Acts 9:22 But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that THIS IS VERY CHRIST.
Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, 
and that he had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached boldly at Damascus IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Acts 9:29 And he spake boldly IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, 
and disputed against the Grecians: 
but they went about to slay him.

Both those in the “body of Christ”, and those in Israel’s church of God needed to BELIEVE the “GOSPEL OF GOD.” The apostate synagogues were apostate because THEY REJECTED the “GOSPEL OF GOD,” that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, risen from the dead.

When the Jews or Greeks heard Paul preach the “gospel of God” in the synagogues, IF they believed that gospel, they were NO LONGER welcome in the synagogue, according to John 9, verse 22, John 12, verse 42, and John 16, verse 2.

John 9:22, 
These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed already, 
that IF ANY MAN DID CONFESS that he (Jesus) was Christ, 
he should be PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE.
John 12:42, 
Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; 
BUT because of the Pharisees THEY DID NOT CONFESS HIM, 
lest they should be PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE:
John 16:2  
They shall put you out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you 
will think that he doeth God service.

After Paul preached the “gospel of God” to them about who Jesus really is, and after they got ushered out of the synagogues, Paul had a group with two kinds of believers in it, as we will see in a few minutes. 
But both kinds of believers needed to know how to be saved into the ‘body of Christ”. So, Paul preached the “gospel of Christ” to that two part group, showing them how God had started saving people by a new pattern now. He would preach to them what this new gospel of salvation was, this power of God by which He saves people who believe the “gospel of Christ.”

Early in 1st Corinthians, Paul briefly showed how to be saved in chapter 1, verses 17, through 24. But later, by the time you get to First Corinthians 12:27, Paul says:

	“Now you are the body of Christ.”

So, Paul initially preached the “gospel of God” to them. After that point, Paul no longer calls them TO BE sanctified saints, or set apart to hear and believe the GOSPEL OF GOD. By then, THEY HAD ALREADY BELIEVED THE GOSPEL OF GOD and had become sanctified ones, saints, set apart to hear and believe the “GOSPEL OF CHRIST”.

Then, he reminds them briefly of the gospel of salvation that he had preached to them. Then, after they have had the opportunity to hear and believe that Christ died for their sins, Paul tells the believers in 

	First Corinthians 12:27, “NOW ye are the body of Christ.”

Then, a little later, in chapter 15, Paul goes on to give a more detailed declaration of the “gospel of Christ”, the gospel of salvation. But earlier here, we see the brief telling of the gospel in 

First Corinthians 1, verse 18,  
For the preaching of the cross 

(the death, the blood)

is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which ARE SAVED 
it is the power of God.

Do you see the connection there? "The saved" are saved by the God’s power to save people. That is the "preaching of the cross." In other words, the preaching of what Christ accomplished on the cross.

Speaking of the power of God, that is what Paul calls this gospel that he believed, and that he is preaching, "the gospel of Christ."

Romans 1, verse 16,  
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

So, Romans 3, verses 21, and 22, tell us that this salvation, this glorious righteousness of God, that is imputed to us, is unto all, but it is only upon all them that believe, 

Romans 3:22 
Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
UNTO all and 
UPON all them that believe: for there is no difference:

[bookmark: CORINTH_DISPLAYS]CORINTH DISPLAYS THE TWO DIFFERENT GROUPS OF CHURCHES.

On the topic of Paul’s churches being a group or pattern of churches separate from Peter’s churches, we can glean some facts from Paul’s inspired comments to those at Corinth.  

I believe the scriptures clearly show that the group in Corinth, to which Paul wrote, had previously been adherents to apostate Judaism. But by Paul’s gospel, many had now become believers that Jesus was the risen Messiah, the Son of the living God.

Some of those had gone further to believe Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for their sins, and in so doing, they became part of the new body of saved believers, part of the pattern that God started with Paul’s Acts 9 conversion.

[bookmark: UNDERSTOOD]UNDERSTOOD.

If I say to you, "Go close the door", you understand what I mean, but part of it is unwritten.  The subject is missing. Or rather, the subject is "understood".  You understand the subject to be "(You)".  The meaning of that sentence is "(You) go close the door."

"Gotta get up and move around" means "I've gotta to get up and move around". The "I'VE" is understood.

"Go close the door" means "YOU go close the door." The "YOU" is understood.

1Corinthians 10:32 is the same way.  
"Give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the church of God:".  

That verse is telling them something. But, who is the "them" to whom Paul is speaking? What 1st Corinthians 10:32 means is this:  

"(You) give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the church of God.”  



[bookmark: FOUR_GROUPS]SEE THE FOUR GROUPS IN FIRST CORINTHIANS 10, VERSE 32.

So, what is First Corinthians 10, verse 32, saying? First lets count the groups in the verse. Starting at the end of the verse, there is the "church of God", then the "Gentiles", then the "Jews", and we still have at least one more group in the verse. The other group in the verse was the "You" to whom Paul was talking.

So, who was the "(You)" group to whom Paul was talking? Well, they were NOT one of the other three groups, they were one additional, different group, or else Paul wouldn’t have named the other groups separately.  

If I say to John, "don't hurt Bob", and he disobeys, then Bob would get hurt. That is different from saying to John, "don't get hurt," and he disobeys, then John would get hurt. "Bob" is NOT "John." The difference in the understood “YOU” before “Don’t get hurt”. (YOU) don’t get hurt.

So you see in 1st Corinthians 10:32, "(YOU [understood])" is a different group from the three groups that Paul names in the verse. So, there were FOUR GROUPS in Corinth in 1Corinthians.10:32, not only the JEWS, GENTILES, and CHURCH OF GOD, but also, the "YOU" group (understood to be there) including "body of Christ" believers in the “gospel of Christ.” They had come out of the synagogues together with those who had started to believe like the scattered, little flock, church of God believers. Both of those two groups believed the gospel of God that Jesus is the Son of God, the risen Messiah. The difference between those two groups which had separated out from apostate synagogues, was that ONLY the body of Christ also believed the gospel of Christ crucified FOR THEIR SINS.
	
Paul knew that a main part of his commission was to preach the gospel TO the remnant according to the election of grace, BEFORE Israel's diminishing ended with their Acts 28 BLINDING, and CASTING AWAY.

Romans 11:5  (written in Acts 20) 
Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

1 Corinthians was written just after Paul separated out the local, newly-believing, little flock, and the local, newly-believing, body of Christ, from the local apostate synagogue. Then Paul spent 18 "months teaching the word of God among them,"

Acts 18:7  And he departed thence, 
and entered into a certain man's house, 
named Justus, one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.
Acts 18:8  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
Acts 18:9  Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:
Acts 18:10  For I am with thee, 
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have much people in this city.
Acts 18:11  And he continued there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them.

But that was still written about the Acts 18 events, before Israel's blinding in Acts 28. In 1 Cor.7:19-20, Paul lets them abide in the same calling wherein each was called. In writing 1 Corinthians, it was an obvious goal of Paul to exhort those that believed his preaching of the “gospel of God,” to also believe the “gospel of Christ”, to be saved. 

1 Corinthians 7:17  But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, 
so let him walk. 
And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18,  Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him NOT become uncircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him NOT be circumcised.
1 Corinthians 7:19,  Circumcision is nothing, 
and UNcircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God.
1 Corinthians 7:20,  Let every man 
ABIDE IN THE SAME CALLING wherein he was called.

Actually, the word Paul used was "LET". "LET" is NOT a commandment, it is an ALLOWANCE, it is GRACE. But those verses show that although the "YOU" group included all of Corinth's new believers in the “gospel of God”, yet, some of those believers HAD, and some HAD NOT gone on to believe the “gospel of Christ”, to be saved. 

Not only was there a Jewish remnant that would elect grace, but Paul's commission included GAINING THEM, and saving some of them, before Israel's blinding.

1 Corinthians 9:19  
For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
THAT I MIGHT GAIN THE MORE.
20 
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, THAT I MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS; 
to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
THAT I MIGHT GAIN THEM that are under the law;
21  
To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) 1Cor.9:20a
THAT I MIGHT GAIN THEM that are without law.
22  
To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: 
I am made all things to all men, 
THAT I MIGHT BY ALL MEANS SAVE SOME.
23  
And this I do for the gospel's sake, 
that I might be partaker thereof WITH YOU. (by seeing you Corinthians saved)

In order to accurately understand this situation in Corinth, at least four Bible facts must be recognized and included:

(1.) Paul's commission in Acts, before Israel's blinding, is to save some of the remnant according to the election of grace, by preaching the “gospel of Christ” 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

(2.) Paul shook hands at Jerusalem, not to go to the true circumcision.

(3.) The term "Church of God" uniformly refers to 
the little flock of kingdom believers, the Israel of God.

(4.) The Bible tells us In at least three places, that Paul took 
believers in the "gospel of God, including some that also 
believed the gospel of Christ," and he 
separated them all from the apostate Jewish synagogues.

[bookmark: PAUL_SEPARATED]PAUL SEPARATED HIS BELIEVERS IN THE “GOSPEL OF GOD”,
FROM THE “CHURCH OF GOD.”

Paul DEPARTED from the synagogue, entering into "believing Justus’s" house immediately adjacent to that synagogue. In fact, Justus's house JOINED to it, was BUILT to it. The chief ruler of the synagogue, Crispus, believed and also many of the Corinthians believed when they got to hear Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins (Acts 18:7-8). That is key here. They did not believe until they heard. They did not hear until it had been preached to them. It had not been preached to them until Paul was SENT to preach to them. See Rom.10:14-15

Romans 10:14 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher?
Romans 10:15 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!

There was that delay in Thessalonica that put a spotlight on Paul’s manner. Paul had been allowed to preach the gospel of God in their synagogue, but before he could separate out the “gospel of God” believers, he was forced to leave Thessalonica. So, he sent back Timothy, his fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish them, concerning their faith. That delay allows the seeker to see a detailed, dissecting view of the process that the Bible calls, PAUL'S MANNER. But, that was Thessalonica, this is Corinth.

In Galatians 2:9, Paul shook hands with James, Peter, and John, who pledged to leave the heathen to Paul and GO TO the true circumcision.

Galatians 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, 
who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

So, in that time period, all the "gospel of God" believers having been separated out of the apostate Jewish synagogue in Corinth, Paul again SEPARATED those electing to believe Paul's “gospel of Christ”, FROM those who were electing to remain the true circumcision, “church of God” believing ONLY the gospel of God, and Israel's covenant doctrine.

Remember that part of Paul's Acts 13:1-4 commission was to call out a remnant according to the election of grace. Paul was also "separated unto the “gospel of God”. But, as can be seen by his destinations, and his preaching, IT WAS NOT PAUL'S CALLING TO MERELY bring them from being apostate Jews, to becoming the true circumcision, by adding to the Jewish doctrine, belief in the "gospel of God." Paul was further calling “gospel of God” believers into the "body of Christ" BY the "gospel of Christ."

So Paul wrote back to them in 1 Corinthians 1:2 calling those who had come out of apostate Israel, to believe the "gospel of Christ," being baptized by one spirit into the "body of Christ."

1Cor.1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified (SET APART) in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, 
WITH all that in every place 
call upon THE NAME of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIR'S and OUR'S:

Both the Lord of Israel’s “church of God”, and the Lord of "the body of Christ." Lord of both churches. Do you see the two churches mentioned there in that statement?

"both THEIR'S and OUR'S:"

Who was calling them to be saints? God was calling them, by Paul’s “gospel of Christ”.

1 Corinthians 1:9  
God is faithful, by whom ye were called 
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

So, the phrase, the “church of God” refers to the little flock, Jewish converts to the true circumcision, Jewish believers, the Israel of God. All of those former synagogue Jews and Greeks, who chose to believe the “gospel of God” that Paul preached in the synagogues, and that Paul separated out, (all of them) were “church of God” people before Paul then preached to them the “gospel of Christ”.

Now, from First Corinthians 1, verse 9, we will be talking about:
	those that were SANCTIFIED,
	those that were CALLED TO BE SAINTS,
	those that were to CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD.

Paul first went to Corinth, in Acts 18:1-18. The “you (understood)” group that Paul later wrote to was one of the two groups to whom Paul addressed the Corinthian epistle.

1Cor.1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, 
WITH all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIR'S and OUR'S:

Paul wrote to the “church of God” at Corinth, telling them that they “are (set apart) sanctified in Christ Jesus”. Some of the apostate Jews who heard Paul preach about Jesus being the risen Messiah, believed, but DIDN'T immediately go on to believe that Christ died for their sins.  

In fact, ALL OF THOSE believing the “gospel of God”, and quitting the synagogue had, in effect, become part of the scattered, believing, little flock, "CHURCH OF GOD," before some of them went on to believe the gospel of salvation, “gospel of Christ” preached to them by Paul. I believe THAT IS the "church of God" in Corinth that Paul addressed in First Corinthians.

1st Corinthians 1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
WITH all that in every place 
call upon THE NAME OF Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIR'S and OUR'S:

That was what I call Paul’s mixed multitude coming out of the synagogues. That mixed multitude consisted of Jews and Gentiles who believed Paul’s preaching of the “gospel of God”. It was not all Gentiles at that time, not just any Gentiles, but it was the Gentiles that had been coming to God in the synagogue. They were called Greeks, seeking the wisdom and knowledge of God in the synagogue’s scriptures.

Possibly, some of the Jews in the Corinth synagogue had been to, or heard about it at their annual, required feast of Pentecost at Jerusalem, the year that Peter preached. A few weeks after Jesus Christ had been crucified and resurrected, Peter preached at their feast about the kingdom offer and their having killed their Messiah. 3,000 believed Peter’s gospel, and were added to the Matthew 16 church which Jesus Christ built in Jerusalem (Matthew 16:18). That little flock of believers were set apart unto OBEDIENCE.



Let’s look at their “OBEDIENCE”.  

1 Peter 1:2 
Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

Those believers in that first century, church of God in Jerusalem were sanctified unto obedience, AND the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. But they had to obey.  They were “SANCTIFIED UNTO OBEDIENCE”). Remember: 

Matthew 24:13 
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

Israel was still under the same covenant conditions as before. Israel had agreed to obey all the laws, all the time, as we see in Deuteronomy 30:14-18:

Deuteronomy 30:14 
But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart, 
that thou mayest do it.
Deuteronomy 30:15 
See, I have set before thee this day 
life and good, and 
death and evil;
Deuteronomy 30:16 
In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, 
to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, 
THAT thou mayest live and multiply:  
and the LORD thy God shall bless thee 
IN THE LAND whither thou goest to possess it.
Deuteronomy 30:17 
But IF thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, 
but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them;
Deuteronomy 30:18 
I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, 
and that ye shall not prolong your days UPON THE LAND, 
whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.

Christ NEVER revealed to Paul to preach to us that, the body of Christ goes in to possess the LAND of Israel. We have been promised	“A HOUSE...ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS” 	(not on earth).

2 Corinthians 5:1 
For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, 
an house NOT made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.

That is an indisputable difference. So, YES, they were SANCTIFIED, SET APART, but we must NOT read into that, what God did NOT say. They were not yet “saved”, they were waiting to be saved, at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:5  
Who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.	
1 Peter 1:9 
Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
1 Peter 1:13 
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, 
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

They were being CALLED TO BE SAINTS. With that in mind, look again at the verse:

1 Corinthians 1:2 
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 

(those who newly had become the true circumcision, withdrawn from the apostate synagogue, Acts 18:5-8)

to them that are SANCTIFIED in Christ Jesus, 

(set out of the synagogue, but set apart in Christ Jesus)

to them that are SANCTIFIED in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, 
WITH all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both THEIR'S and OUR'S:

Paul is writing to former synagogue goers, which were SANCTIFIED by the "gospel of God," SET APART, and he is telling them that God calls them to be saints.

1 Corinthians 1:9  
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

God called them.to be saved saints about 9 verses later in First Corinthians 1:18-24. But BEFORE they could BELIEVE the gospel of salvation, they had to HEAR Paul preach to them the gospel of salvation (Romans 10:14-15).

Compare to Paul’s similar urging to the ROMANS. Romans 1:6-7:

Romans 1:6 
Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:
Romans 1:7 
To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

So, through Paul, Jesus Christ was calling them to be saints, and in 1st Corinthians, Paul tells them how to become saints, SAVED by the gospel of salvation that he was preaching to them, just as we are. 

Those Corinthians had benefited from the covenants of promise, by being in the commonwealth of Israel, by blessing Israel in the synagogues, on the sabbaths. But now, Paul was calling them to be SAINTS that were SAVED, having heard and believed his "gospel of Christ," into "the body of Christ."

[bookmark: NAME_OF_JESUS]THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.

Then, Paul also addresses that epistle to a second, similar, but wider group, “all that, in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.” It was Israel that was required to BELIEVE IN THE NAME of Jesus. Luke 13:34-35; 

Luke 13:34 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee; 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!
Luke 13:35 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: 
and verily I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh IN THE NAME OF the Lord.

Before reading these next 2 passages, lets review who Peter, James, and John write to:

Galatians 2:9 
And when James, Cephas (PETER, WHO SPOKE IN ACTS 2), 
and John (WHO WROTE 1ST JOHN), 
who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we (Paul) should go unto the heathen, 
and they (the little flock apostles) (GO) unto the circumcision 

The CIRCUMCISION, that's the believing, little flock, the "church of God" at Jerusalem, believing Israel).

[bookmark: PETER_AND_JOHN]PETER AND JOHN ADDRESS, AND WRITE ONLY TO ISRAEL.

Acts 2:21-22
Acts 2:21 
And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord SHALL BE saved.

“Shall be saved”.  Remember that it is Israel’s salvation that is in the future.

Acts 2:22 
Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
BY miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know.
1 Jn.3:23
And this is his commandment, 
That WE (Israel) should believe on THE NAME OF his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, 
as he gave US commandment.

Calling on THE NAME OF the Lord, or HIS IDENTITY, is associated with Israel needing to believe that “Jesus of Nazareth”, “Jesus of Mary”, is the Christ, the Messiah of their own Old Testament prophecies, such as Daniel 9:25-26.

Daniel 9:24
Seventy weeks (H7620; weeks = sevens, sevened, times seven) 
are determined upon THY PEOPLE and upon THY HOLY CITY,  
to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the most Holy.
Daniel 9:25 
Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of 
the commandment to RESTORE AND TO BUILD JERUSALEM 
UNTO the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times.
Daniel 9:26 
And after threescore and two weeks 

(which follow the seven weeks) 

shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:  
and the people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

70 times 7 (that’s 70 sevens or weeks)= 490 years. 7 + 60 + 2 = 69 weeks, which is 483 years. Taking an average of the 2 estimates of when the Nehemiah 2:6-8 commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem was given, 446 BC (A.V.) averaged with 454 BC (Ussher), WE START AT 450 BC. To that 450 BC, we add the 483 years of Daniel 9:26 (that is 69 sevens), (the 3 score and 2 weeks (62) start after the “7 weeks” in Daniel 9:25). So Daniel prophesied the Messiah being cut off in 33 A.D. (-450 + +483 = +33). That is well within the disputed 4 years of calendar difference error. 

Daniel 9:26 
And after threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be CUT OFF, BUT NOT FOR HIMSELF: 
and the people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
1 Corinthians 15:3 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died ("Messiah be cut off but not for himself") 
Christ DIED FOR OUR SINS
according to the scriptures;

[bookmark: According_to_the_scriptures]“According to the scriptures”!

Did you ever wonder how that phrase applies to us. Actually it only applied to those to whom it was written in that dispensation of the gospel back then. They were the former Jews and Greeks that were prophesied about in Deuteronomy 32:21. 

Deuteronomy 32:21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; 
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

Before those salvation verses can apply to us, we need to find a verse, or verses that BRIDGE First Corinthians 15:1-4 from a dispensation of the gospel, over to all men in the dispensation of the grace of God, instead of as it was initially, to the Jew first and also to the Greek, according to the scriptures. Actually, God supplied that BRIDGE in two ways, starting with these verses in:

Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ.
Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Even though Israel had Daniel’s prophecy of Messiah being cut off in 33 AD, the vast majority of Israel remained APOSTATE, with only the little flock believing THE NAME of the lord Jesus Christ, that Jesus of Mary, Jesus of Nazareth, IS the prophesied MESSIAH, “THE CHRIST” 

So, It was Israel that was required to believe in THE NAME, THE NAME of Jesus Christ. That is who Paul is calling to be saved saints by believing the "gospel of Christ," into the "body of Christ." This is more documentation that Paul was calling the remnant according to the election of grace into "the body of Christ," by the "gospel of Christ," which was their Messiah's newly revealed, pattern of salvation.



[bookmark: DISTINCTION]DISTINCTION, AT THE START, BETWEEN PAUL, AND THE “(YOU)” GROUP.

Earlier, we looked at the meaning of the phrases in First Corinthians 1, verse 2, now, lets look at the LAST PHRASE in the verse, 1st Corinthians 1, verse 2. 

 “both their's and our's”:

Paul addressed the "CHURCH OF GOD", those who were SANCTIFIED IN CHRIST JESUS, those who were CALLED TO BE SAINTS, those who were to CALL ON THE NAME of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:2 
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called TO BE saints, 
with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both their's and our's:

Paul adds a description to the addressed groups, that Jesus Christ is both THEIR Lord, and OUR Lord. He is both the Lord of Israel, and the Lord of "the body of Christ." That makes a distinction between Paul's own RELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD, and the RELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD of those who believed Paul's preaching of the “gospel of God” in Corinth, coming into the "church of God" to whom Paul addressed this epistle.

"Jesus Christ our Lord, both THEIR'S and OUR'S:"

Lets explore what that distinction is between the apostle Paul, and that ?“(You)”? group AT THE TIME that Paul addressed his epistle to them. Remember, we studied earlier the 4th, and unnamed group in 

	1st Corinthians 10:32 
Give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the church of God:

That 4th and unnamed group is the group that Paul is addressing, is “(YOU) Give none offence. The fourth group being addressed is understood to be “YOU”, NOT THE LISTENER TODAY, but those that Paul was addressing in that context. The “YOU”, the fourth group is to “give none offence,”neither to the JEWS, (the first group, JEWS, nor to the GENTILES, (the second group, GENTILES), nor to the CHURCH OF GOD: (third group, "church of god"), The “YOU” is UNDERSTOOD to be those that are being exhorted.

So, lets see what the Bible says about the distinction between Paul’s relationship to the Lord, and the “YOU” group’s initial relationship to the Lord before believing Paul’s "gospel of Christ" crucified for their sins.

[bookmark: SANCTIFIED]SANCTIFIED, LITTLE FLOCK JEWS.

Paul said that after the “(You)” group in Corinth believed Paul's initial preaching about who Jesus is, they were“sanctified in Christ Jesus” (First  Corinthians 1:2). 

But, he did NOT say that they were saved. There is one group in the Bible that is sanctified, while waiting to be saved. It is the little flock (Luke 12:32), the Israel of God (Gal.6:16), believing Jews (Acts 14:1; 21:20) like the ones that Peter preached to, and wrote to (First Peter 1:2,5).

Lets look at the verses that tell us that.

Acts 21:20
And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, 
Thou seest, brother, 
how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; 
and they are all zealous of the law:
1 Peter 1: 2 and 5
1 Peter 1:2 
Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
1 Peter 1:5 
Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith 
unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.
Hebrews 10:29  
Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Paul was addressing his first Corinthian epistle to newly believing Jews, now sanctified, that had believed the "gospel of God" about who Jesus is, which Paul preached before he preached the gospel of salvation. Paul was calling them to be saved saints, which was not possible in Israel’s doctrine until Christ returned. 

Look again at the verses:

1st Corinthians 1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, 
with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both their's and our's:

Paul follows this by telling them how be saved saints in:
1st Corinthians 1:18-24

1 Corinthians 1:18 
For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:19 
For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
1 Corinthians 1:20 
Where is the wise? 
where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
1 Corinthians 1:21 
For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save THEM THAT BELIEVE.
1 Corinthians 1:22 
For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
1 Corinthians 1:23 
But we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness;
1 Corinthians 1:24 
But unto them which are CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

[bookmark: PAUL_CALLED_THEM]PAUL CALLED THEM TO BE SAVED SAINTS.

After Paul told those believing Jews that they were being “called to be saints”, a few verses later, he says that “Christ sent me NOT to baptize, but to preach the gospel”.  Then Paul proceeds to briefly preach the "gospel of Christ" which is the power of God to save them to be saints. Paul briefly said that it is the preaching of the cross that is the power of God to save us. Paul preached that by the foolishness of preaching the cross, God saves them that believe.

1 Corinthians 1:23
We preach Christ crucified, 
the power of God (unto salvation), and 
the wisdom of God (unto salvation).  
1st Corinthians 1:18,21
1 Corinthians 1:18 
For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:21 
For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew NOT God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE.

(believe the preaching of the cross, that Christ died for our sins, BELIEVE IT!)

So Paul gave them all they needed to respond to his call to be saved saints, by believing the gospel of their salvation. By believing Paul’s gospel, they had followed the pattern that God created by saving Paul, forming "the body of Christ." Later in the same epistle, chapter 15, verses 1, through 4, Paul goes into more detail about that gospel of salvation.

[bookmark: THE_BODY_OF_CHRIST]A SEPARATE GROUP, "THE BODY OF CHRIST."

Since, in First Corinthians 10, verse 32, Paul tells the “(You)” group that he writes to in Corinth, to give none offence to the “church of God” that they had just come out of. So here, he is writing to that part of the separated-out new believers which went on further to believe the gospel of salvation. By the process of elimination, that "(YOU)" group would have been the only remaining group, of the four groups in First Corinthians 10, verse 32. They would be "THE BODY OF CHRIST"

That is also true of First Corinthians 11, verse 16, and of First Corinthians 11, verse 22. In both those verses, Paul addresses "the body of Christ," and he addresses them about the "church of God that briefly, they have been meeting with."

1 Corinthians 11:16  But if any man seem to be contentious, 
WE have no such custom, 
NEITHER THE CHURCHES OF GOD.
1 Corinthians 11:22  What? have YE not houses to eat and to drink in? 
or despise ye THE CHURCH OF GOD, AND SHAME THEM THAT HAVE NOT? 
What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? 
I praise you not.

The “(You)” group that Paul addressed in Corinth can only be, like Paul is, a different half of that separated group that today, we know as the church, "THE BODY OF CHRIST," not the Jews, not the Gentiles, and NOT the "church of God" in Jerusalem, and not the "church of God" in Corinth.

You can see that the "church of God" is NOT apostate Israel, nor is it "the body of Christ." The "church of God" is the believing, prophetic remnant of Israel, believing the "gospel of God" that Jesus is the risen Christ, Son of God.
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Acts 28:25-29 added to the national fall of Israel in Acts 7.  It added the end of God’s courting of individual Jews to believe for salvation, the gospel of God and the circumcision gospel with its promise of a future kingdom out of heaven with Christ on the throne. That kingdom will still come in the future, but after Acts 28:25-29, believing that gospel saved no one. Acts 28:25-29 was only an Israel event having nothing at all to do directly with the body of Christ. The body of Christ had already started in Acts 9, and was thriving and spreading by the time of the end of Acts in Acts 28:25-29.

THE END

by Mike McGlathery
