
PAUL’S CIRCUMCISION HELPERS

Romans 16, verse 7, 
Salute Andronicus and Junia, 
my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, 
who are of note among the apostles, 
who also were in Christ before me.

This is a verse that often is misused. Those who do NOT believe the body of Christ began in the middle part of Acts, try to throw that at us, saying that the body of Christ was before Paul. Well, it doesn't say that, DOES IT? Look for the word "body" in that verse. It's not there, IS IT?

Progressing through 

Romans 16, verse 7, 
“Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen,”

Webster says "a KINSMAN is a man of the same RACE or FAMILY or RELATIVE. "KIN" is a group of persons of the same STOCK, RACE or FAMILY. As a kinsman, Paul was a fellow Jew with Andronicus and Junia. As a fellowprisoner with Paul, they had both been in prison, possibly together at some time.

Going on, it says they were of note among the apostles, speaking of Andronicus and Junia. They were noteworthy, no matter which group of apostles Paul means there, they were noteworthy, and so he salutes them, as he salutes others in other places. We will see in a few minutes that Paul salutes people that are not necessarily in the body of Christ. Paul could have been referring to the body of Christ apostles  meaning Paul, Barnabas, Silas, or Timothy. Or, he could have been talking about Israel's twelve apostles: Peter, James, John, and the others of that group.

Here is another example of the cooperation that existed between Israel’s church of God, and the body of Christ churches.

Philippians 4:2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, 
that they be of the same mind in the Lord.
Philippians 4:3  And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, 
help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the book of life.

This reference to at least 4 people shows that they were kingdom believers instead of body of Christ believers because their names are in the book of life. From Revelation 21: 1-27, especially verse 27, we know that all whose names are in the book of life are only headed for one place:  the land on earth in the new Jerusalem. It was in Exodus 19 that God promised the land, on earth, as Israel’s future domain.

Revelation 21: 1, 2, 9, 10, 14, 19, 27.

Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea.
Revelation 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Revelation 21:9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, 
and talked with me, saying, 
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.
Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the spirit 
to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending OUT OF HEAVEN from God,
Revelation 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: 
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

From the Scripture, its pretty evident that, in the early days of the body of Christ,  there was much COOPERATION between the little flock Israel of God, and the body of Christ, those middle of Acts, Pauline, grace churches. Those body of Christ churches are called: churches of the saints, churches of Christ, churches of the Gentiles, churches of Asia, churches of Galatia, churches of Macedonia. All those names are used of the body of Christ churches that Paul established. 

Paul describes these three people as helping under special conditions.

Colossians 4:10,  
ARISTARCHUS my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and 
MARCUS, sister's son to Barnabas, 
(touching whom ye received commandments: 
if he come unto you, receive him;)
Colossians 4:11,  
And Jesus, which is called JUSTUS, 
WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.

There was cooperation between them, and that Matthew 16, Jerusalem church, the churches of Judaea, the little flock, Israel of God. There was cooperation, and you can see that in Scripture in various places where they met in the same building, and cooperated in other ways. The two different groups of gospel of God believers were meeting together temporarily. 

In Romans 1, verse 7, Paul addresses “To all that be in Rome”. And then, in Romans 4, he talks to Jews. In other places, he talks to Gentiles that call themselves Jews. So, those various types of believers were meeting together, and written to by Paul, and cooperating with each other.

But, let's look at the cooperation in Colossians 4, verse 10, and 11. Count these men, and see what Paul says about them.

Colossians 4:10, “ARISTARCHUS my fellowprisoner saluteth you”

(that's 1 person)

“and MARCUS, sister's son to Barnabas
(touching whom ye received commandments: 
if he come unto you, receive him”;)

That is John Mark who is mentioned in several other places.
(that’s 2 people) 

(and thirdly he mentions) 

Colossians 4:11, And Jesus, which is called JUSTUS, 

We will refer to him as "Justus," to avoid confusion.
So, we see reference here to Aristarchus, John Mark, and Justus,

WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.

So, Paul is going through here, and mentions many fellow workers. He is NOT saying they're the only fellow workers. As he mentioned, he is talking about those fellow workers, who were “OF THE CIRCUMCISION.” So, there was cooperation between those two different groups. But there was no cooperation between those believing the gospel of God, and those in the apostate synagogues who disbelieved the gospel of God.

Now, let’s look at 

1 Thessalonians 3:2  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, 
and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:

In First Thessalonians chapter 3, verse 2, Paul mentions Timotheus, as a ellowlabourer that he specifies is a fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ. Paul describes Timotheus specifically as 

“our fellowlabourer in the GOSPEL OF CHRIST”, 

not in generic terms like he did with Aristarchus, Marcus, and Justus in 

Colossians 4, verse 11, … “fellowworkers unto the KINGDOM OF GOD”.

There was a brief time in Acts when God was still calling individual believing Jews into Israel's PROPHETIC REMNANT, with a hope for a distant future kingdom. At that same time, God was calling some Jews and Greeks into a GRACE REMNANT according to the election, or choice of grace.

Here are the verses that show it: 

1 Corinthians 7:17 ¶But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, 
so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18 Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him not become uncircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.
1 Corinthians 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God.
1 Corinthians 7:20 Let every man 
abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

And

Romans 11:5 Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
Romans 11:6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work.

The Lord was calling some Jews to choose the grace gospel instead of kingdom covenant gospel. So, there was cooperation between the two different groups of churches.

Remember that later on, Paul says that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me. Paul was becoming very UNpopular. These were some people that helped him. Paul said that these people were "of the circumcision." They worked alongside of Paul.

At that time, Paul had NO test, such as, "do you believe in Jesus in. "YES". Well, in which way do you believe in him? are you in my group, or in their group, in the body of Christ, or in Israel.

In 1st Corinthians 1:10-16, and 3:1-9, Paul informs us that there were divisions in the believers’ meetings, apart from the synagogue. And that they were emphasizing the division, instead of emphasizing their Lord and Saviour, AND His marvelous two-fold plan that they could see in their midst in every meeting.

Some of them were even boasting about their particular calling, or position, or genealogy, claiming to be either 
in Paul, or 
in Apollos, or 
in Peter, or 
in Christ.

Paul ministered to the Gentiles according to: 

Romans 15:16, That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 

Peter and Apollos ministered to the circumcision. Peter ministered to the circumcision according to:

Galatians 2:9, 
And when James, CEPHAS (PETER), and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, 
and they unto the circumcision.

Apollos ministered to the circumcision according to:

Acts 18:24,  ¶And a certain Jew named Apollos, 
born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, 
came to Ephesus.
Acts 18:25,  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; 
and being fervent in the spirit, 
he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John.
Acts 18:26,  And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: 
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, 
they took him unto them, 
and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.
Acts 18:27,  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, 
the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: 
who, when he was come, 
helped them much which had believed through grace:
Acts 18:28,  For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, 
shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

In Acts 18:28, Paul said that APOLLOS, “mightily convinced the Jews”. But Apollos showed no allegiance to Christ’s only apostle of the Gentiles, Paul. Appollos ministered to Israel.

1 Corinthians 16:12  As touching our brother Apollos, 
I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: 
but his will was not at all to come at this time; 
but he will come when he shall have convenient time.

So, all 3 of them, Paul, Peter, and Apollos were workers for the same Lord Jesus Christ, as we can see in:

1 Corinthians 1:10,  ¶Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.
1 Corinthians 1:11,  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, 
by them which are of the house of Chloe, 
that there are contentions among you.
1 Corinthians 1:12,  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, 
I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and 
I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:13,  Is Christ divided? 
was Paul crucified for you? 
or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

Paul was not yet teaching the absence of water baptism from “body of Christ” doctrine. He does that later in the chapter. But here, Paul is pointing to the common Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Paul goes on in chapter 3:

1 Corinthians 3:5,  
¶Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man?
1 Corinthians 3:6,  
I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase.
1 Corinthians 3:7,  
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase.
1 Corinthians 3:8,  
Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: 
and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
1 Corinthians 3:9,  For we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God's husbandry (John 15:1-6), 
ye are God's building (1st Corinthians 3:10-15).

I can just see Paul there in that combined meeting, teaching that he, and Peter, and Apollos, 

	“are labourers together with God.”

Then, Paul points to the “gospel of the circumcision” believers, on one side and says,

	“ye are God’s husbandry.”

Next, Paul points to the “gospel of the uncircumcision” believers, on the other side and says,

	“ye are God’s building.”

You know what husbandry is in the Bible, don’t you? Look in:

2 Chronicles 26:10,  Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells: 
for he had much cattle, both in the low country, and in the plains: 
husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel: 
for he loved husbandry.

We see here that husbandry meant having vines and HUSBANDMEN TO TAKE CARE OF THE VINES.

Look in:

John 15:1,  ¶I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
John 15:5, I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing.
John 15:6, If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

Here we see that Jesus is the vine, and His Father is the Husbandman. Jesus relates Israel to the vine, saying that they are the branches of the vine. So, the Husbandman takes care of the vine and branches of the vine. The Husbandman makes Israel God’s husbandry.

Paul continues the context from 1 Cor.3:9 to show what God’s building is.

1 Corinthians 3:9,  For we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God's husbandry, 
ye are God's building.

Again, the second “ye” is different from the first “ye”, because one “ye” is God’s husbandry, and the other “ye” is God’s building.

1 Corinthians 3:10,  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, 
as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. 
But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
1 Corinthians 3:11,  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:12,  Now if any man build upon this foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
1 Corinthians 3:13,  Every man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
1 Corinthians 3:14,  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward.
1 Corinthians 3:15,  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.

In verses 10 and 11, Paul laid the foundation of Jesus Christ. In verses 10, 12, and 14, we build up the building upon that foundation. So, Paul says 

“ye are God’s building.”

All those that separated from the apostate synagogue in Corinth, both God’s husbandry, and God’s building, had received the milk of the word, from Paul in the synagogue, first, in the form of the gospel of God (in Acts 18:1,4,5), which is those facts (in Romans 1:1-4) about Jesus being 
the Son of God, 
the Christ,
risen from the dead.

They all had exited from the apostate synagogue in Corinth (Acts 18:6-11). That was a good division. Paul had preached more of the milk of the word, the saving gospel of Christ to that meeting separated out of the synagogue. There were some that believed the gospel of Christ into the body of Christ. And, there were some that retained their faith in Jesus, their Messiah, and His kingdom returning to reign over the earth FROM ISRAEL.

So, there were 2 groups in that meeting, and they were emphasizing their differences TOO MUCH. That was the carnality to which Paul referred, according to:

1 Corinthians 3:3,  For ye are yet carnal: 
for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, 
are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
1 Corinthians 3:4,  For while one saith, 
I am of Paul; and another, 
I am of Apollos; 
are ye not carnal?

Paul does NOT reprove them for being divided. We will see next that Paul brought about the 2 groups meeting apart from the synagogue. Paul does reprove them for causing additional division by their carnal ENVYING and STRIFE.

They were all of the faith, of whom Jesus was the Saviour. And, they realized the difference between the 2 groups in that meeting. Each group knew what they had believed, to enter their own group. One group, Israel, believed that at some time,  Christ was coming back to earth, as King, to rule over them, and to blot out their sins, and they believe he is the Messiah, risen from the dead. The other group, the body of Christ, believed that Christ had died on the cross FOR THEIR SINS, to save them from their condemnation, and that by believing on Christ, on that basis, they are saved from God's wrath. They believed two different things, 
two different sets of good news, for
two different groups of people, at
two different times. 
Israel was ending, while the body of Christ was increasing. But, they both had the same Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

As Paul advised in First Corinthians 7, verse 18, they knew their calling, which calling each one had received. To them that were 

"called being circumcised," Paul said, "let him not become uncircumcised.". 

They did not convert to believe Paul's gospel for them. They remained Jews, converted from apostate Israel to the little flock of kingdom believing Israel, believing that they would be part of a future kingdom that Jesus, the Son of God, their risen Messiah would bring from heaven to Israel.

Paul also said to them that were 

“called in UNcircumcision,” “let him NOT be circumcised.”

So, those in the body of Christ were NOT to try to become some sort of hybrid Israel.

Paul does not say that it is bad to have those divisions at that time. But, he does say they should emphasis their same Lord, the Lord of Paul, Apollos, and Peter.

They worked together though. They helped Paul, knowing that Paul was preaching that Christ was the Head of the body, and that it was what God was doing in that day. They also knew that Paul's gospel would be THE ONLY gospel of salvation in the very near future. But, remembering their call being circumcised, they still worked together with Paul, accomplishing menial tasks, such as handling the luggage, fixing the meals, making ship reservations, I don’t know, maybe doing the laundry, possibly also security.

For further explanation and study about this, listen to 7 lessons, starting here:

http://www.followchristspattern.com/08speakers/MM-PaulsMixedMultitude-pt1of7-20160610-lesson-60min.mp3

THE END
Mike McGlathery
