PROPAGATION: Second Timothy

. START OF, PART01.	. START OF, PART01.	.

2 Timothy 1:1,  ¶Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,

An APOSTLE is a "SENT OUT ONE". Paul was sent out to build the body of Christ, 	to PREACH THE WORD. That can be said in either way:  Paul was also sent to teach the body of Christ to be PREACHING THE WORD.

2 Timothy 1:2,  To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:3,  I thank God, 
whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, 
that without ceasing 
I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;

Encouragement: Paul starts off by encouraging Timothy.

2 Timothy 1:4,  Greatly desiring to see thee, 
being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;
2 Timothy 1:5,  When I call to remembrance 
the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also.

Faith in God had been passed on to LOIS,  
	         and then passed on to EUNICE, 
	         and then passed on to TIMOTHY

2 Timothy 1:6,  ¶Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou 
stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

Paul is in that line of passing on to TIMOTHY the faith in God. WATCH THE PRONOUNS (us).

2 Timothy 1:7,  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but (God hath given us the spirit) of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

2 Timothy 1:8,  Be NOT thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner: 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God;

The "TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD" is the passing on of the faith that Paul is sent out to do. PROPAGATING.

2 Timothy 1:9,  Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
2 Timothy 1:10,  But (that holy calling) is now 
made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

Twice in 2nd Timothy, Paul uses the "appearing", or his "appearing" to refer to Christ's appearing to Paul on the Damascus Road. The other use is in: 

2 Timothy 4:8,  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but UNTO ALL THEM also that love his appearing.

You can't "LOVE" something that hasn't happened yet. You HOPE for it. If you LOVE his appearing, it is an appearing that has already occurred. It occurred in Acts 9 on the road to Damascus.

2 Timothy 1:10,  But is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death, 

It is still appointed unto man once to die. Also the second death is yet future. So, what death was abolished? We must look for the qualifier that Paul uses about abolishing death. The qualifier is the last 3 words in the verse (2 Timothy 1:10).

who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light THROUGH THE GOSPEL:

Believers in Paul's gospel will be raised to LIFE. Disbelievers in Paul's gospel will be raised to the SECOND DEATH. Through the gospel, our Saviour Jesus Christ hath abolished death.

2 Timothy 1:11,  Whereunto I am appointed 
a preacher, and 
an apostle, and 
a teacher of the Gentiles.

Paul is referring to his missionary type sending out to preach and teach the Gentiles being an apostle of the Gentiles, one of several. This is NOT Paul's unique apostleship to reveal the mystery, write inspired scripture and care for all the churches. Regarding that unique apostleship of Paul, he says, 

		"I am THE (singular) APOSTLE of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office".
2 Timothy 1:12,  For the which cause I also suffer these things: 

Philippians 1:29,  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

2 Timothy 1:12,  For the which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: 
for I know whom I have believed, 

John 17:3, And this is life eternal,
 that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
for I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that day.

Romans 4:24-25,  But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, 
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 
who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification.

2 Timothy 1:13,  Hold fast the form of sound words, 
which THOU HAST HEARD OF ME, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:8,  ¶Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David 
was raised from the dead ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL:

2 Thessalonians 2:15  Therefore, brethren, stand fast,
 and hold THE TRADITIONS which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or OUR EPISTLE.

Hold those traditions you have been taught by our epistle. In other words, not man's traditions, but the traditions that God revealed to Paul for us. (Study, Preach, keep the unity, forgive others, gracious speech). 2 Thessalonians 2:15 tells us to stick together with the word of God, and with fellow believers.

2 Thessalonians 3:6  ¶Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye WITHDRAW YOURSELVES 
from every brother that WALKETH DISORDERLY, 
and not after THE TRADITION WHICH HE RECEIVED OF US.

So, STAY IN THE WORD of God, FELLOWSHIP together, and WITHDRAW from the disorderly. Notice how often Paul emphasizes the importance of sticking with 
HIS DOCTRINE, 
HIS TRADITIONS, 
HIS PREACHING, and 
HIS GOSPEL.

1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
WHICH I PREACHED UNTO YOU, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory WHAT I PREACHED UNTO YOU, 
unless ye have believed in vain.

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that THOU HAST HEARD OF ME 
among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 1:14,  That good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.

What good thing?

1 Thessalonians 3:2, And sent Timotheus, our brother, 
and MINISTER of God, and our FELLOWLABOURER in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:

2 Timothy 1:15,  ¶This thou knowest, 
that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; 
of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.
2 Timothy 1:16,  The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me, 
and was not ashamed of my chain:

BEING REFRESHED and GIVING REFRESHMENT to others is part of PROPAGATING Paul's gospel, and the body of Christ churches.

2 Timothy 1:17,  But, when he was in Rome, 
he sought me out very diligently, and found me.
2 Timothy 1:18,  The Lord grant unto him that he may 
find mercy of the Lord in that day: 
and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, 
thou knowest very well.

So, not only refreshing each other, but also MINISTERING TO EACH OTHER helps to PROPAGATE Paul's doctrine, gospel, churches, and traditions.

2 Timothy 2:1,  ¶Thou therefore, my son, 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Not only does grace "TEACH US" as in Titus 2:11-12, but, here we see that grace "STRENGTHENS US".

2 Timothy 2:2,  And the things that thou hast HEARD OF ME 
among many witnesses, 

(Romans through Philemon)
There it is again, 

"HEARD OF ME", 
"MY GOSPEL",
"THE TRADITIONS BY WORD OR OUR EPISTLE",
"KNOWING OF WHOM THOU HAST LEARNED THEM"
"THAT WHICH I PREACHED UNTO YOU".

Are we starting to see a pattern here?

2 Timothy 2:2,  And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, 

What about those FAITHFUL MEN? Timothy is a good ensample of FAITHFUL MEN.

Philippians 2:19,  But I trust in the Lord Jesus 
to send Timotheus shortly unto you, 
that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.
Philippians 2:20,  For I have no man LIKEMINDED, 
who will naturally CARE for your state.
Philippians 2:21,  For all seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ's.
Philippians 2:22,  BUT YE KNOW THE PROOF OF HIM, 
that, as a son with the father, he hath SERVED with me in the gospel.

.  END  OF,  PART01.	.. START OF, PART02.	.

2 Timothy 2:2,  And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.

How long does that "TEACH OTHERS ALSO" go on?

Romans 11:25,  For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
Romans 11:26,  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
Romans 11:27,  For this is my COVENANT UNTO THEM, 
WHEN I shall take away their sins.

So, we are to continue to teach others also until the last believer is saved into the body of Christ. Then God again starts working with man a different way than now. God catches up the body of Christ to end the dispensing of the gospel of the grace of God. Then God 	

"will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son...."
 (Zechariah 12:10).

And Israel's "sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 
whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began." 
(Acts 3:19-21).

UNTIL THEN, let us keep PROPAGATING the gospel of salvation, as it says in 

2 Timothy 2:2, by teaching "faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also."

MONEY:  2 Timothy 2:6, "partaker of the fruits", funding is part of PROPAGATING.

2 Timothy 2:3,  Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Let's preview the subject here in,

2 Timothy 2:6, "The husbandman that laboureth 
must be first partaker of the fruits.

Paul continues in,

2 Timothy 2:4,  No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; 
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

What are the affairs of this life? That is referring to the subject again, in 2nd Timothy 2:6, the fruits, funding.

2 Timothy 2:5,  And if a man also strive for masteries, 
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.

You can't win the prize if you don't keep the rules. 

2 Timothy 2:6,  The husbandman that laboureth 
must be first PARTAKER OF THE FRUITS.
2 Timothy 2:7,  Consider what I say; (here about money)
and the Lord give thee understanding in all things (regarding this).

2nd Timothy 2:7 is a neat, compact little statement that sounds like the scriptural advice to rightly divide, The only trouble is that is NOT THE CONTEXT here. Since we practice keeping the context, and we teach others to keep the context, what would it say if we rip this statement out if its context to summarize what the Bible teaches elsewhere? It would sound like either hypocrisy, or else mistaken Bible study.

2 Timothy 2:8,  ¶Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David 
was raised from the dead according to my gospel:

This is a great statement by Paul showing the difference between body of Christ doctrine, and Israel's doctrine.

Romans 4:25, Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification.

Acts 2:30  Therefore being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
he would RAISE UP CHRIST TO SIT ON HIS THRONE;

Those verses make it plain to see that the resurrection of Christ was for a different reason for Israel, than it is for the body of Christ. Regarding the gospel at the end of 2nd Timothy 2:8,

2 Timothy 2:9,  Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; 
but the word of God is not bound.
2 Timothy 2:10,  Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, 
that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
2 Timothy 2:11,  It is a faithful saying: 
For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:

AND WE ARE DEAD WITH HIM (Galatians 2:20).

Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me. (as in John 3:16)
John 3:16, For God so LOVED the world, 
that he GAVE his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.
Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who LOVED me, and GAVE himself for me.

2 Timothy 2:11,  It is a faithful saying: 
For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:
2 Timothy 2:12,  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him....
AND WE DO SUFFER WITH HIM (Philippians 1:29):

Philippians 1:29, For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, 
but also TO SUFFER for his sake;

2 Timothy 2:12,  If we SUFFER, we shall also reign with him: 
if we deny him, he also will deny us:

AND WE DO NOT DENY  HIM (Philippians 1:6):

Philippians 1:6, Being confident of this very thing, 
that HE which hath begun a good work in you 
WILL PERFORM IT UNTIL THE DAY of Jesus Christ:
2 Timothy 2:12,  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: 
if we deny him, he also will deny us:

None of this is talking about salvation. Paul is talking abou reward. If we deny him, he also will DENY US A REWARD.

2 Timothy 2:13,  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself.

Believers that stop believing are STILL IN CHRIST:

2 Timothy 2:13,  ... he cannot deny himself.

1 Corinthians 12:13, For by one Spirit are we all BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:27, NOW YE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
and members in particular.

2 Timothy 2:13,  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself.

2 Timothy 2:8, REMEMBER that Jesus Christ of the seed of David 
was raised from the dead according to my gospel:

2 Timothy 2:10, THEREFORE I endure all things for the elect's sakes, 
that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

PREACH THE WORD, STRIVE NOT ABOUT WORDS, SHUN VAIN BABBLINGS.

2 Timothy 2:14,  ¶Of these things PUT THEM IN REMEMBRANCE, 
charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, 

but to the subverting of the hearers.

2 Timothy 2:15,  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:14, Of these things put them in remembrance, 
charging them before the Lord that they 
STRIVE NOT about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.
2 Timothy 2:16,  But shun PROFANE and VAIN BABBLINGS: 
for they will increase unto more ungodliness.

REMEDY: 

2 Timothy 2:15,  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:17,  And their word will eat as doth a canker: 
of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
2 Timothy 2:18,  Who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already; 
and overthrow the faith of some.
2 Timothy 2:19,  ¶Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his....

We can never be like those in:

Matthew 7:23,  And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:19,  ¶Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his....

1 Corinthians 12:27, Now ye are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular.

Behave in the house of God.

2 Timothy 2:19,  ¶Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. 

And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:20,  But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, 
but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
2 Timothy 2:21,  If a man therefore purge himself from these, 
he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, 
and prepared unto every good work.
2 Timothy 2:22,  ¶Flee also youthful lusts: 
but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

2 Timothy 2:23,  But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strifes.

(2nd Timothy 2:14, 16,) STRIVE NOT about WORDS to no profit, 
but to the subverting of the hearers. 
Shun PROFANE and VAIN BABBLINGS: 
for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 
2nd Timothy 2:15,  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. (2nd Timothy 2:14-16).

2 Timothy 2:23,  But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strifes.
2 Timothy 2:24,  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
2 Timothy 2:25,  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; 
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

(They may be among the called that God foreknew would believe the gospel.)

2 Timothy 2:26,  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, 
who are taken captive by him at his will.
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2 Timothy 3:1,  ¶This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
Paul is preparing followers for the last days of the body of Christ on earth.
He is intending for the body of Christ 
to grow and extend God's offer of salvation.
2 Timothy 3:2,  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
2 Timothy 3:3,  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
2 Timothy 3:4,  Traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
2 Timothy 3:5,  Having a form of godliness, 
but DENYING THE POWER THEREOF: 
FROM SUCH TURN AWAY.
2 Timothy 3:6,  For OF THIS SORT are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women LADEN WITH SINS....

2 Corinthians 5:19,  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:20,  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.
2 Corinthians 5:21,  For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

2 Timothy 3:6,  For OF THIS SORT are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with DIVERS LUSTS,
2 Timothy 3:7,  Ever learning, and never able to 
come to THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.
2 Timothy 3:8,  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, 
so do these also resist the truth: 
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
2 Timothy 3:9,  But they shall proceed no further: 
for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, 
as theirs also was.

2 Timothy 3:10,  ¶But thou hast FULLY KNOWN 
MY doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,
2 Timothy 3:11,  Persecutions, afflictions, 
which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; 
what persecutions I endured: 
but out of them all THE LORD DELIVERED ME.
2 Timothy 3:12,  Yea, and ALL that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall SUFFER PERSECUTION.	
2 Timothy 3:13,  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived.
2 Timothy 3:14,  But CONTINUE THOU in the things which thou 
hast LEARNED and hast been ASSURED of, 
KNOWING OF WHOM thou hast learned them;
2 Timothy 3:15,  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise 
unto SALVATION THROUGH FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS.

2 Timothy 3:16,  All scripture is given....

That is a fact.  All scripture is given:

Colossians 1:25, Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, 
to fulfil the word of God;

(fill up the word of God)

2 Timothy 3:16,  All scripture is given by inspiration of God....
Genesis 2:7, And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul.
Romans 10:17, So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.
1 Corinthians 14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
2 Timothy 3:16,  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine....

Yes believers, Acts is NOT excluded from being profitable for doctrine, when kept in context, and rightly divided, considering which people group each part was written to and about. ACTS IS PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE. Don't abuse it by failing to use it, or by misapplying it.

2 Timothy 3:16,  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2 Timothy 3:17,  That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works.

The goal is to perfect Godly men. The means is to furnish the man of God through and through, by the word of God.

2 Timothy 4:1,  ¶I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,

Timothy received a charge from Paul. 

2 Timothy 2:2,  And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Pass on Paul's charge to faithful men to teach others also.

2 Timothy 4:1,  ¶I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 

We will be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ as to how we carry out our charge.

1 Corinthians 3:13,  Every man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
1 Corinthians 3:14,  If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward.
1 Corinthians 3:15,  If any man's work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
2 Timothy 4:1,  ¶I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom;

Believers in Paul's gospel will be judged "AT HIS APPEARING". Believers in Israel's kingdom gospel will be judged "AT HIS KINGDOM".

2 Timothy 4:1,  ¶I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom;

Here, Paul gets into the blunt, practical directions of what he is passing on to Timothy.

2 Timothy 4:2,  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all LONGSUFFERING and doctrine.
2 Timothy 4:3,  For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
2 Timothy 4:4,  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables.
2 Timothy 4:5,  But watch thou in all things, 
ENDURE afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.

2 Timothy 4:6,  For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand.

Paul knew that he only had a little while to finish passing on to Timothy all that would benefit him (and us).

2 Timothy 4:7,  I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith:

Notice the parallel wording and sentence construction between 2 Timothy 4:7, and Acts 20:24, about Christ's sending of Paul on the ministry to all men.

Acts 20:24,  But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

2 Timothy 4:7,  I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith:
Compare both verses phrase by phrase.

Acts 20:24,  ... neither count I my life dear unto myself.... 
2 Timothy 4:7, I have fought a good fight.... 

Acts 20:24,  ... so that I might finish my course with joy, and ....
2 Timothy 4:7,  ... I have finished my course.... 

Acts 20:24,  ... to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
2 Timothy 4:7, ...  I have kept the faith....

Acts 20:24, says, 

"to testify the gospel of the grace of God" 

That is different from 

"to testify about the gospel of the grace of God".

To testify something involves showing it, living it in front of people.
To testify involves dispensing something.
To testify something is the idea of:

Romans 8:29,  ¶For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren 
(us believers in Paul's gospel).

Philippians 2:12,  ¶Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

So, we see the parallel between:

Acts 20:24,  ... to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
2 Timothy 4:7, ...  I have kept the faith....

2 Timothy 4:8,  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

"Henceforth", means "This being true", or "If so be".

2 Timothy 4:8,  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 

Paul did NOT say, "Henceforth there is laid up for me THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD." NO! All believers on the gospel of the grace of God already have been imputed the very righteousness of God....  

Here, Paul says, "Henceforth there is laid up for me "A CROWN OF" righteousness....  Crowns have to do with ruling a domain. Crowns have to do with dominion. The dominion is what Satan usurped from Adam.  Here, Paul is talking about being used in the victory of God over Satan

2 Timothy 4:8,  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

I believe it would be out of context to take "love his appearing" to mean the catching up. I believe Paul is talking about Christ's appearance to him on the road to Damascus, and "the abundance of revelations" to Paul since then. That is what Paul has been talking about here, 

		"the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery".

Due to his current condition, Paul was giving instructions how to continue to PROPAGATE the gospel, and to continue the growth of the body of Christ on earth.

2 Timothy 4:9,  ¶Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:
	Paul hints the death penalty awaits him, "COME SHORTLY".
2 Timothy 4:10,  For Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, 
and is departed unto Thessalonica; 

That is in opposition to "having loved those in this present world". Demas loved the world system, the things of the world, worldliness.

2 Timothy 4:10,  For Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, 
and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

If you look at a map of those times, DALMATIA is farther north than it is recorded that Paul had physically travelled. It is northwest of Achaia (which is Greece), and Macedonia. It is northwest of Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. DALMATIA is in the area that used to be Yugoslavia, and southern Croatia. From this, we can see that by the end of his last epistle, Paul had begun sending fellow labourers far hence to the far off Gentiles. DALMATIA is farther out from where Paul ministered than any other place mentioned by Paul. IF Paul had been commissioned earlier to go to all men, then we would have read in Acts about Titus DEPARTING TO DALMATIA.

.  END  OF,  PART03.	. START OF, PART04	.

2 Timothy 4:11,  Only Luke is with me. 
Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

Here, we see again that those of the circumcision would help Paul after they saw that Israel had fallen, and that God had started offering salvation directly to the Gentiles that believed that Christ died for their sins, and resurrected the third day, for their justification. After Mark "went NOT with them to THE WORK", it is good to hear that Paul could use Mark in the work of the body of Christ, even though the Bible does NOT say whether or not, Mark had become part of the remnant according to the election of grace. Here we also see the importance of PROPAGATING "THE MINISTRY".

2 Timothy 4:11,  Only Luke is with me. 
Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

Remember that "the work" was a dispensaton of the gospel of Christ to the Jews and Greeks from Acts 13:2, through Acts 20:6.

Acts 13:1,  ¶Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; 
as Barnabas, 
and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul.
Acts 13:2, As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3, And when they 
had fasted 
and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.
Acts 13:4,, ¶So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

"The work" continued until it was expanded to "the ministry". Paul received "The ministry" in Acts 20:6 as reported in Acts 20:24.

Acts 20:24, But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and THE MINISTRY, WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD JESUS, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

"The ministry" was from the beginning of the gospel of the grace of God in the dispensation of the grace of God, extending from Acts 20:6, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. See how Paul identifies the beginning of the gospel of the grace of God to all men.

Philippians 4:15, Now ye Philippians know also, that 
in THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL, WHEN I DEPARTED FROM MACEDONIA, 
no church communicated with me 
as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

Paul left Philippi Macedonia in, 

Acts 20:6, And WE SAILED AWAY FROM PHILIPPI 
after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them to Troas in five days; 
where we abode seven days.

2 Timothy 4:11,  Only Luke is with me. 
Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

2 Timothy 4:12,  And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.
2 Timothy 4:13,  The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, 
when thou comest, bring with thee, 

 This shows that Paul did suffer at least coldness in the dungeon. 

Colossians 1:24,  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh 
for his body's sake, which is the church:

2 Timothy 4:13,  The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, 
bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.

 Take the example:  PAUL WAS STILL STUDYING THE WORD OF GOD. Throughout this dispensation of the grace of god, our MAIN RESOURCE and FINAL AUTHORITY is the PRESERVED, PURE WORD OF GOD.

2 Timothy 4:13,  The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, 
bring with thee, and the books, BUT especially the parchments.

2 Timothy 4:14,  Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: 
the Lord reward him according to his works:

Here, Paul gives a specific "heads up" to Timothy, about Alexander the coppersmith. But it also applies to us in a general sense according to the warnings in verses peppered throughout Second Timothy:
	2 Timothy 1:8-12
	2 Timothy 1:15
	2 Timothy 2:8-10
	2 Timothy 2:14-18
	2 Timothy 2:20-3:13
	2 Timothy 4:3-4.
		
2 Timothy 4:15,  Of whom be thou ware also; 
for he hath greatly withstood our words.

 This shows that Paul did suffer evil from Alexander the coppersmith. 

Colossians 1:24,  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh 
for his body's sake, which is the church:

If Paul suffered, then that previews our lot too, as we work in "THE MINISTRY" to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

2 Timothy 4:16,  ¶At my first answer no man STOOD WITH ME, 
but all men forsook me: 

We can see Paul's first answer in Acts 22:3-24. Let's start in Acts 22:1-6, and then Acts 22:17 with Paul's first answer:

Acts 22:1, Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hear ye MY DEFENCE which I make now unto you.
Acts 22:2, (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, 
they kept the more silence: and he saith,)
Acts 22:3, I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, 
yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, 
and was zealous toward God, 
as ye all are this day.
Acts 22:4, And I persecuted THIS WAY unto the death, 
binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.
Acts 22:5, As also the high priest doth bear me witness, 
and all the estate of the elders: 
from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, 
to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.
Acts 22:6, And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, 
and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, 
suddenly there shone from heaven A GREAT LIGHT round about me.

When Paul finishes telling about his Damascus road salvation pattern from Christ, he continues telling about a later experience in Jerusalem's temple.

Acts 22:17,  And it came to pass, that, 
when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, 
I was in a trance;
Acts 22:18,  And saw him saying unto me, 
MAKE HASTE, AND GET THEE QUICKLY OUT OF JERUSALEM: 
for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.

DO NOT IGNORE THAT CRUCIAL STATEMENT IN THE WORD OF GOD, or THE INDICATORS in the context about the timing of that event.

Acts 22:19,  And I said, Lord, they know that 
I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:
Acts 22:20,  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 
I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, 
and kept the raiment of them that slew him.
Acts 22:21,  And he said unto me, 
Depart: for I WILL SEND thee far hence UNTO THE GENTILES.

That was the FIRST ANSWER that Paul was talking about. The following verses tell to what Paul was referring when he said, 

"no man stood with me, but all men forsook me.
I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

Acts 22:22,  ¶And they gave him audience unto this word, 

"Far hence unto the GENTILES", the "ETHNOS", not the "HELLEN", not the Greeks. In Acts 22, Paul testified that in Acts 20, Christ had sent him to the "ETHNOS", to the FOREIGN, PAGAN, HEATHEN, remainder of the GENTILES, finally expanding the salvation message to all men, even to those that God cursed in Genesis 12:3b. 

and then lifted up their voices, and said, 
Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live.
Acts 22:23,  And as they cried out, 
and cast off their clothes, 
and threw dust into the air,
Acts 22:24,  The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, 
and bade that he should be examined by scourging; 
that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.

2 Timothy 4:16,  ¶At my first answer no man STOOD WITH ME, but all men forsook me: 
2 Timothy 4:17,  Notwithstanding the Lord STOOD WITH ME, and strengthened me; 

Why, for WHAT PURPOSE did the Lord stand with Paul, and strengthen Paul?

"that by me the preaching might be FULLY KNOWN," 

Why, for WHAT FURTHER PURPOSE did the Lord stand with Paul, and strengthen Paul?

"that ALL THE GENTILES might HEAR: "

Not merely the Gentiles that Paul was sent to in Acts 13, according to Acts 26:15-20. According to 2 Tim.4:17, at the time the Lord stood by Paul in Acts 22, there had been NEW RESISTANCE because of Paul's NEW GOSPEL of the grace of God TO ALL MEN. (Acts 22:24, 25 with 29, 23:6, 9, 10, 11, 26:22).

Acts 23:11,  And the night following the Lord STOOD BY HIM, and said, 
Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, 
so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

Acts 26:22,  Having therefore obtained HELP OF GOD (the Lord STOOD BY HIM), 
I continue unto this day, 
(From the time of Paul being charged "UNTO THIS DAY").
witnessing both to small and great, 
saying none other things than those which 
the prophets and Moses did say should come:

and I was DELIVERED out of the mouth of the lion. Doesn't that remind you of:

Acts 26:17, DELIVERING THEE from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

Do you see the connection there? Paul had been sent to those from whom Jesus was going to deliver him. In Acts 9, that was "the people" (the Jews) that did not yet believe the gospel of God, and the Gentiles that did not yet believe the gospel of God, that Jesus was the risen Messiah, the Son of God.

2 Timothy 4:18,  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 

Since at the late time of 2nd Timothy, Jesus sent Paul to those from whom He would deliver him, and since 2nd Timothy 4:18 says, 

"...the Lord shall deliver me from EVERY evil work....", 

that indicates to me that Jesus had then sent Paul to EVERY MAN.  

2 Timothy 4:18,  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 

Remember, in Acts 26:17, Paul says that in Acts 9 Jesus said he was sending him to those from whom He would DELIVER HIM.

Acts 26:17 Delivering thee from 
the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

So, starting in Acts 9, there were some Jews and some Gentiles to whom Jesus sent Paul, from whom Jesus would deliver Paul.  That is a specific sending to specific people, not to all Jews, and, not to all Gentiles. It doesn't say to all. It says to those from whom Jesus would deliver Paul.

Acts 26:17 Delivering thee from 
the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

But, by the time of 2nd Timothy 4:18, Jesus told Paul to preach not only to the Jews and Jew-blessers, but to every evil work from which Jesus would deliver him. Of course when Paul was to go to be with the Lord was when he was no longer delivered. 

2 Timothy 4:18,  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will PRESERVE ME UNTO HIS HEAVENLY KINGDOM: 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

2 Timothy 4:19,  Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.

2 Timothy 4:20,  ERASTUS abode at Corinth: 
but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.
	
Although in Acts 28:8-9, Paul still had powers to heal as a sign of an apostle, here in 2 Timothy 4;20 Paul had to leave Trophimus at Miletum sick.

2 Timothy 4:21,  Do thy diligence to come before winter. 

2 Timothy 4:13,  "The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest...." 
	
Paul was trying to prepare for a cold winter in prison. He had asked Timothy to bring His cloke, and now, 

	Do thy diligence to come before winter. 
Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.

2 Timothy 4:22,  The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 

. END OF, PART04.	.(
