HOW TO BE STABILIZED
Studied by Mike McGlathery

Romans 1:11 
For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, 
to the end ye may be established;
Romans 1:12, 
That is, that I may be comforted together with you 
by the mutual faith both of you and me.


In Romans 1, verse 12, Paul was writing this in order to stablish them.  That he may be comforted by their mutual faith.  He wanted to be comforted that they come into a mutual faith.  Because they didn't yet have a mutual faith.  They were unaware of what Paul was writing to them, thus the need for the epistle.  


That sums up the “tell them what you are going to say” part.  NOW, let's go to the end of the epistle,  and lets look at how he “tells them what he told them.” 


In Romans 16, verses 25, and 26, we will start with verse 25.  

Romans 16:25,  	
“Now to him that is of power to stablish you“

He is closing out the epistle, and he is praying, and he says, 

Romans 16:25,  	
“Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to”

and he go on to list for them the things that will stablish them. 

“My gospel” 

is the first STABLISHER.  


These are things that he had talked about as he talks about “my gospel” in Romans chapter 1, through chapter 5. 


Next, we see the first connective word (conjunction)

	“and”

Then the second thing, in the series of three things that stablish you, is, 

“the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 

Romans 16:26,  	
But now is made manifest” 


That is the mystery.  And, it was given unto Paul to reveal that mystery, and to preach Jesus Christ, not according to Matthew Mark Luke and John, not according to Israel,s gospel, not according to Jesus first coming, or the way He was sent. 


When Jesus Christ came the first time, He was sent as a minister of the circumcision, as it says in Romans 15, verse eight.  

Romans 15:8,  
“Now I say that Jesus Christ WAS a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:”


But now, Paul has been sent to preach Jesus Christ, according to this secret, this mystey, which was not made known when Jesus was still on Earth.  It was not made known until after his ascension.  But it has been made known now at the beginning of Romans 16, verse 26,

Romans 16, verses 25, and 26.
“the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26,  	
But now is made manifest”


Then, there is the second conjunction,

“and” 

followed by the third thing which stablishes those Romans, and us too is 
“by the Scriptures of the prophets 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” 


That third means of stablishing us, is the same as what Paul said in Second Timothy 3, verses 14, through 16.  Talking about Timothy learning the scriptures before Paul was saved, In Second Timothy 3, verse 15, Paul says that 

Second Timothy 3:15,  
“from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”


Its "through faith" though, and the "through faith" part, is what he was teaching, that what counts is, what their faith was in. Faith is to be faith in Christ, that he died for our sins. 


What do the Scriptures of the prophets tell us? 

See Romans 1:1-2. 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the GOSPEL OF GOD, 
(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)


So, the Scriptures of the prophets tell us about the facts of the GOSPEL OF GOD. The Scriptures of the prophets, are a means of stablishing someone, 

From Acts 9 through Acts 19, Paul started with the Gospel of God, from the scriptures of the prophets, when introducing Jews and Greeks to the gospel of their salvation.


So, when we sum this up we see that in Romans 16, verses 25, and 26, he says the three things that establish a person, that bring you to establishment would be, firstly, 

Romans 16:25,  
“my gospel”, 

“AND”

secondly, 
“the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
Romans 16:26, but now is made manifest“

“AND”

Thirdly, “
“by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:”


By applying the outline in Romans 16, verses 25, through 26, we see that “My gospel” is taught by Paul in Romans chapters 1, through 5, verse 11
.  

So, starting in chapter 5, verse 12, you see 
“the preaching of Jesus Christ", 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
but now is made manifest.” 

You see Paul teaching about the power of God in us, and the new creature. You see him talking about how we are dead to sin, and dead to the law, and that we should reckon ourselves to be so instead of falling back into that same pattern of sin. 

Because we are dead to sin, we should reckon ourselves to be dead to sin.  


He tells us that we are not under the law. All of these are things that are involved with the mystery. I don’t think that he uses the term, mystery, in explaining it, in chapters the 6, 7, and 8, 
but those are the chapters that handle the new creature. 


Then we will go on to the second “and.” 
In Romans 16, verse 26, we will start after the first five words in the verse. 

Romans 16:26,  
“and” (we are stablished)
“by the Scriptures the prophets 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God….” 

So, the prophets had prophesied for Israel, and Israel's future.  Here, Paul is handling those prophecies, and why we can no longer be saved by believing what Israel was told to believe, and what happened to Israel in chapters 9, and 10, and 11.  


He says that these things stablish you. So what he is doing is prepairing these people.  Then in the rest of the epistle, chapters 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, he teaches them what this establish life is, and what it produces, in other words, the way to live as an established believer. 
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