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1 Corinthians 12:1,  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, 
I would not have you ignorant.

In other words, don't ignore this about spiritual gifts. Some that came out of the Corinth synagogue to believe Paul's preaching of the gospel of God, were believing Jews, AND some were God-fearing Gentiles often called Greeks. Those of the Jews and Greeks that went further in Paul's meetings to believe that Christ saved them by having died for their sins, were admitting that their former Jewish religion was no help in saving them.

In essense, all those coming into the body of Christ were in the position of being spiritually bankrupt Gentiles, no matter from whom they descended. Paul told them:

1 Corinthians 12:2,  Ye know that ye were Gentiles, 
carried away unto these dumb idols, 
even as ye were led.

Paul called their tongue-talking "these dumb idols", because their tongue-talking was becoming an idol to them.

1 Corinthians 12:3,  Wherefore I give you to understand, 
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: 
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

That is what Saul of Tarsus said when he received his salvation in Acts 9:6. Paul called Jesus, Lord, His Lord. 	

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”

And, Paul said in First Corinthians 15:3 that at that time, he received to his own helpless, unforgivable condition, 	that Christ had died for his (for Paul’s) sins, on the cross.

1 Corinthians 12:4,  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:5,  And there are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord.
1 Corinthians 12:6,  And there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

The Spirit gives diverse gifts to accomplish the Lord's administering of the operations of God.

Before going to verse 7 in First Corinthians 12, let’s read some related scriptures to help us avoid a common bias when we read First Corinthians 12:7.  We will be able to see from these and other related verses that these chapters are NOT just about the role and practice of TONGUES, or other SIGN GIFTS. These chapters hold vital confirmation of scripture and doctrines hinted at, and taught elsewhere in the scripture by and about Paul, Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles. For now, let's look at:

1 Corinthians 14:37, If any MAN think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE THINGS THAT I WRITE UNTO YOU 
are the COMMANDMENTS of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 13:2,  And though I have the gift of PROPHECY, 
and UNDERSTAND ALL MYSTERIES, AND ALL KNOWLEDGE; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.

The Lord COMMANDED Paul what to WRITE. The Holy Spirit gave an UNDERSTANDING and KNOWLEDGE of those soon-to-be scriptures to the MEN WHO were body of Christ PROPHETS for them to ACKNOWLEDGE as being the inspired word of God. 

Let’s go through that statement line by line.

The Lord COMMANDED Paul what to WRITE as the newly inspired scriptures (First Corinthians 14:37, 

“THE COMMANDMENTS of the Lord”). 

The Holy Spirit gave UNDERSTANDING and KNOWLEDGE of those soon-to-be scriptures 

(First Corinthians 13:2, “… though I have 
the gift of PROPHECY and UNDERSTAND 
all MYSTERIES and 
all KNOWLEDGE….”) 

to the MEN WHO were body of Christ PROPHETS 

(First Corinthians 14:37, “If any MAN think himself to be a prophet ….”), 

for them to ACKNOWLEDGE as being the inspired word of God 

(First Corinthians 14:37, “let him acknowledge”. 

Those scriptures that have been ACKNOWLEDGED by the body of Christ prophets, are MANIFESTED of the Spirit “TO EVERY MAN” for the PROFIT of all, as it says in First Corinthians 12:7. Paul later shows us why it was given to the men in the church.

1 Corinthians 12:7,  But the MANIFESTATION of the Spirit is 
given TO EVERY MAN to PROFIT withal.

So, we can see that First Corinthians chapters 12, 13, and 14 are about more than just Paul scolding the Corinthians for a fleshly holding on to the signs for the Jews. It is more importantly a description about HOW WE GOT Paul's epistles in our Bible.

God chose to have the WOMEN teach Paul's newly revealed scriptures to THE NEXT GENERATION, including their children 

(First Timothy 2:12-15, “saved in childbearing”), 

and the younger WOMEN 

(Titus 2:3-5, "they may teach the young women").   

Therefore, God gave the ACKNOWLEDGING of the Spirit inspired scriptures to the MEN of the churches First Corinthians 12:7, 

“to every MAN”), 

for the profit of all.  That being so, Paul said later in these chapters (First Corinthians 14:32-37), 

“Let your WOMEN keep silence in the churches”.  

We will examine that in more detail when we get further in these chapters. In First Corinthians 12:7, notice the tense of the verb "is". It is present tense, meaning at that time, at the time it was stated. The showing, display, demonstration, or MANIFESTATION of the Spirit was being given TO THE MEN to profit all the rest of them. The reasons for those gifts no longer exist today.
1 Corinthians 12:7,  But the MANIFESTATION of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal.
1 Corinthians 12:8,  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; 
to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
1 Corinthians 12:9,  To another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
1 Corinthians 12:10,  To another the working of miracles; 
to another prophecy; 
to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; 
to another the interpretation of tongues:

In the First Corinthians 12:8-10 list of the nine gifts to those in the body of Christ in Corinth, the first three and the sixth gifts have to do with the receiving of the newly inspired word of God, Paul's epistles (word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, and prophecy). 

The fourth, fifth, and seventh gifts have to do with showing the Jews that their gifts for purifying them for the coming kingdom were now only being given to the body of Christ (healings, miracles, discerning of spirits). 

The last two gifts, eighth and ninth, have to do with preaching Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins to nearby, disbelieving Jews of other languages (body of Christ tongues, and interpretation of them).

Cooperation Within The Body

1 Corinthians 12:11-27 is about cooperation within the one body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:11,  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he will.

What is Christ like?

1 Corinthians 12:12,  For AS the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:13,  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:14,  For the body is not one member, but many.

1 Corinthians 12:15,  If the foot shall say, 
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; 
is it therefore not of the body?

1 Corinthians 12:16,  And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; 
is it therefore not of the body?

1 Corinthians 12:17,  If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

Are the body of Christ members randomly in the body?

1 Corinthians 12:18,  But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

1 Corinthians 12:19,  And if they were all one member, where were the body?

1 Corinthians 12:20,  But now are they many members, yet but one body.

1 Corinthians 12:21,  And the eye cannot say unto the hand (singular), 
I have no need of thee (singular): 
nor again the head to the feet (plural), 
I have no need of you (plural).

1 Corinthians 12:22,  Nay, much more those members of the body, 
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:
1 Corinthians 12:23,  And those members of the body, 
which we think to be less honourable, 
upon these we bestow more abundant honour; 
and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

1 Corinthians 12:24,  For our comely parts have no need: 
but God hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

Should members of the body of Christ divide over peripheral issues? Are post-trib body members in the same body as pre-trib members? Are rightly dividing believers in the gospel of Christ in the same body as non-dispensational believers in  the gospel of Christ?

1 Corinthians 12:25,  That there should be no schism in the body; 
but that the members should have the same care one for another.

All the body of Christ members need to restrain their fleshly impulse to separate on the basis of peripheral doctrines.

1 Corinthians 12:26,  And whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it; 
or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it.

1 Corinthians 12:27,  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

“NOW YE”.  Before you were saved by Paul’s gospel, you were NOT the body of Christ, 	But “NOW YE (plural)” are the body (singular) of Christ. “ARE”.  Saved people ARE IMMEDIATELY Spirit baptized and sealed into the one body of Christ. “THE BODY”.  There is only ONE, singular body of Christ, NOT many bodies, NOT two bodies. God never called Israel a body! Again, First Corinthians 12:11-27 is about cooperation within the one body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:28,  And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
Remember:	 1 Corinthians 12:18  But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
“God SET the members” in First Corinthians 12:18, and here “God SET some in the church. Notice that even though they are official, God-given positions, they are NOT called “offices”. In the First Corinthians 12:28-31 list of the settings, the first three and the sixth and seventh  have to do with receiving the newly inspired body of Christ doctrine, and starting the new churches of the Gentiles (apostles, prophets, teachers, helps, governments). After that, the fourth, fifth, and eighth settings  have to do with showing the Jews that the gifts for purification of the coming kingdom were now only given to the body of Christ's group (miracles, healings, diverse tongues).

Then, First Corinthians 12:29-30 shows that the gifts and settings in the body are given for the profit of the other believers that don't have those particular gifts or settings. 

1 Corinthians 12:29,  Are all apostles? 
are all prophets? 
are all teachers? 
are all workers of miracles?
1 Corinthians 12:30,  Have all the gifts of healing? 
do all speak with tongues? 
do all interpret?

They echo what Paul said in:

	1 Corinthians 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal.	


Covet Charity More Earnestly Than Tongues

There are some things we need to realize about the receiving, preaching, and writing of Paul's newly inspired scriptures. For scriptural authority about this, let us look at these verses about the body of Christ prophets, and the body of Christ prophecies, and wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and mysteries:

1 Corinthians 14:37, If any man think himself to BE A PROPHET, 
or spiritual, let him 

So, here we will get the job description of a body of Christ PROPHET starting in the previous verse for context. Paul addressed those who were considered to be body of Christ prophets, and he said:

1 Corinthians 14:36, What? came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only?

Paul started with two stern reminders that honesty and accuracy are a necessary part of their position. Paul reminded them that the word of God came from God Himself, not from Paul, not from them as body of Christ prophets. When God issued His word, it came to Paul and to multiple body of Christ prophets, not just to one of them, and not just to all of them. Their acknowledgement of what Paul said had to match the acknowledgement of the other body of Christ prophets for their acknowledgement to be credible. 

1 Corinthians 14:37, If any man think himself to BE A PROPHET, 
or spiritual, let him ACKNOWLEDGE that 
the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.

The body of Christ prophet's main charge and responsibility is to "acknowledge" that Paul wrote what God commanded him to write. Paul's epistles are the word of God.

How did those body of Christ prophets know what to acknowledge as the word of God?

1 Corinthians 13:2, And though I have THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.

So, the UNDERSTANDING of all MYSTERIES, and all KNOWLEDGE, were part of the GIFT OF PROPHECY given to the body of Christ prophets. They went together.

Starting in First Corinthians 12:31, Paul showed the believers that there was a more excellent way than the gifts. Paul fills chapter thirteen with inspired teaching that speaking in tongues have become LESS EXCELLENT than speaking in charity to EDIFY fellow body of Christ members.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

In other words, though I go through the mechanics of any particular gift, its NOT about showing, evidencing, or manifesting. It is about CARING FOR OTHERS, and acting on that concern.

1 Corinthians 13:1,  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not CHARITY, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
1 Corinthians 13:2,  And though I have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not CHARITY, I am nothing.

Just briefly, here again we can see how God supplied the body of Christ PROPHETS with the information that they needed in order to ACKNOWLEDGE that Paul wrote what God commanded him to write.

Acts 20:32 with First Timothy 2:4:
1 Timothy 2:4, Who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Acts 20:32, And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.

So, thinking, feeling, and acting charitably involves two things: speaking Paul's gospel of salvation to others, and using the scripture to build up yourself and others to come to the knowledge of the truth.

So, we can see that First Corinthians chapter 13 is not just the love chapter, but it gives much information about the origin and preservation of the scriptures.

1 Corinthians 13:3,  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, 
and have not CHARITY, it profiteth me nothing.
1 Corinthians 13:4,  CHARITY suffereth long, and is kind; CHARITY envieth not; 
CHARITY vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
1 Corinthians 13:5,  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, 
is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
1 Corinthians 13:6,  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
1 Corinthians 13:7,  Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things.

1 Corinthians 13:8,  CHARITY never faileth: 

(never faileth to "abide", as in verse 13)

1 Corinthians 13:13,  And now ABIDETH faith, hope, CHARITY, these three; 
but the greatest of these is CHARITY.

Abide=meno  (in Strong’s Concordance).
men'-o, A primary verb; 
to stay (in a given place, state, relation or expectancy): 
- abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry (for), X thine own.
Three things “abide” (endure, remain, and continue), “faith, hope, CHARITY” But the greatest of those that will remain, is CHARITY.

1 Corinthians 13:8  CHARITY never faileth: 
but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 

(fail to be prophetic anymore, having been fulfilled). Every NEWSCAST has an ending when it runs out of news. It does not mean that the events being reported came to an end. It just means the report came to an end.

but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 

The new receiving of new scripture and gospel in the body of Christ, those new revelations shall fail to abide. Once received, they remain with no need for further revelation.

whether there be tongues, they shall cease;

The newness of the new scripture and gospel for unsaved, foreign speaking Jews, that newness shall cease. All the unsaved Jews of the period, will have heard, and received or rejected the gospel in their language.

but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease;

Not that people can no longer use their tongues to chew and to talk, but that the need for the sign of languages  or tongues "shall cease".

whether there be tongues, they shall cease;
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

The time will come when there will be no more newly inspired KNOWLEDGE and UNDERSTANDING of the MYSTERIES being revealed.

whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

Again, Paul was NOT talking about the existing knowledge, and understanding. Paul was talking about the vanishing away of their receiving of newly inspired scripture and gospel. The scripture and gospel already received does not vanish away. 

Now, we come to FOUR verses that are often misunderstood. You can hear all kinds of explanations made up to fit people’s theories of what Paul meant in the next FOUR verses. But let Paul say what he meant and compare these spiritual scriptures with other spiritual scriptures.

1 Corinthians 13:9,  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
1 Corinthians 13:10,  But when THAT which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.

Strong’s concordance explains Paul’s use of the word “PERFECT” as: “COMPLETE, COMPLETENESS, OF FULL AGE”. Think about it. What have the believers in Corinth been gaining new KNOWLEDGE in? What have those believers been PROFESSING as body of Christ ROPHETS?
Hasn’t that been the newly inspired scriptures of Paul’s epistles? With that in mind:

1 Corinthians 13:9,  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

That was at the present time at which Paul wrote this.

1 Corinthians 13:9,  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
1 Corinthians 13:10,  But when THAT which is perfect (or COMPLETE) is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.

NO MORE “INPARTNESS”! There would be no more INCOMPLETENESS of the word of God, the PRESERVED, PURE SCRIPTURES.

1 Corinthians 13:9,  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
1 Corinthians 13:10,  But when THAT which is perfect (or COMPLETE) is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.

No longer would the Bible be incomplete 

“when THAT which is perfect (or COMPLETE) is come”.


	1st Cor.13:9
	
	For we know in part
	and we prophesy in part.

	1st Cor.13:9
	For we know in part
	and we prophesy in part.
	

	1st Cor.13:10
	But when that which is perfect is come
	then that which is in part
	shall be done away.

	1st Cor.13:12
	For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face
	now I know in part
	but then shall I know even as also I am known.



1 Corinthians 13:11,  When I was a child, 
I SPAKE as a child, I UNDERSTOOD as a child, I THOUGHT as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
Remember the definition of “PERFECT” was: “COMPLETE, COMPLETENESS, OF FULL AGE”. Here, Paul uses the term 

“when I became a man,” 

That exactly fits with 

“OF FULL AGE”

So, when I became a man, or when that which is PERFECT, or OF FULL AGE is come, when I became a man, I PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS. When they were receiving the not yet complete newly inspired scriptures, their childish things were mentioned in verse 9

1 Corinthians 13:9,  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

Knowing, prophesying, and acknowledging the newly inspired scriptures was something that would be “PUT AWAY” when those revelations ceased because the scriptures had been completed.

1 Corinthians 13:11,  When I was a child, 
I SPAKE as a child, I UNDERSTOOD as a child, I THOUGHT as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
1 Corinthians 13:12,  For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but THEN SHALL I KNOW even as also I am known.

Then shall I know.... Putting together Paul's array of statements about the sequence from "in part" to "that which is perfect", we see that verse 10 with verse 12b give us further understanding.

1 Corinthians 13:10,  But when THAT which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.
1 Corinthians 13:12,  ... now I know in part; 
but THEN SHALL I KNOW even as also I am known.

All through these chapters, reference to wisdom and knowledge has to do with the delivery of the scriptures to man. "Then shall I know" carries with it the meaning of all the scriptures being knowable, perfected, and completed.

1 Corinthians 13:13,  And now abideth faith, hope, CHARITY, these three; 
but the greatest of these is CHARITY.

There was a decreasing need for the gifts that were to show disbelieving Jews that God is now working through the body of Christ, not through Israel anymore. At the same time, there was  an increasing need for charity and edification, among those in the body of Christ. The body of Christ tongues had served their purpose.  The body of Christ was not to now make that gift into an idol.  But, they were to move on to the goal of edifying one another in charity.

As we saw earlier, THAT INVOLVES speaking the truth in love, as Paul later says it in Ephesians.

Ephesians 4:11,  And he gave some,
apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers;
Ephesians 4:12,  For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Ephesians 4:13,  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
Ephesians 4:14,  That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
Ephesians 4:15,  But speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ:

Compare what Paul said about “THE TRUTH”, with what Jesus said about “THE TRUTH”.

John 17:17, Sanctify them through thy truth: THY WORD IS TRUTH.

So, in Ephesians 4:15, 

“speaking the truth in love”, 

means to

2 Timothy 4:2,  Preach THE WORD;   (the truth in love)
be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, 
rebuke, 
exhort WITH ALL LONGSUFFERING and DOCTRINE.  (the truth in love)

Ephesians 4:16,  From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the EDIFYING of itself in love.

A More Excellent Way

Here, we will consider the verse leading immediately into the beginning of First Corinthians 13 and compare it with the verse immediately following that chapter.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you A MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

In other words, spiritual gifts are not the whole picture. There is more. There is something even more excellent than spiritual gifts.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you A MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

1 Corinthians 14:1,  Follow after charity, 
and desire spiritual gifts, 
but rather that ye may PROPHESY.

Let’s examine what these two comparative verses reveal.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

“Covet earnestly the best gifts”, not the last gifts mentioned in the list above, but the first ones. The LIST of gifts in First Corinthians 12:8-10 pretty well match up with the LIST of people with those gifts in First Corinthians 12:28. It is easier to see Paul’s order of the best gifts by considering those in First Corinthians 12:28.

1 Corinthians 12:28, And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

So Paul’s list of people with the BEST GIFTS starts with “first apostles”. That is Paul as Christ’s only apostle of the Gentiles, but there are other body of Christ apostles named who helped Paul, (for instance: Barnabas, Timotheous, Silvanus). So Paul used the plural “apostles”, NOT meaning Israel’s twelve apostles.

Second on Paul’s list of people with the BEST GIFTS is ”secondarily prophets”. Those body of Christ prophets that Paul lists secondly are the ones who had been given the UNDERSTANDING of all MYSTERIES and all KNOWLEDGE, so they would “ACKNOWLEDGE” that Paul wrote what God commanded him to write.

Third on Paul’s list of people with the BEST GIFTS is “thirdly teachers”. Those body of Christ teachers that Paul lists thirdly are the believing men in Paul’s meetings and churches that were to spread the newly inspired doctrines and scriptures to their wives and to others. I believe they include the “instructors” that Paul mentions in 

1 Corinthians 4:15, For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers: 
for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

Fourth on Paul’s list of people with GIFTS is “after that miracles”. Miracles is the first of the signs that Paul lists and it is the fourth of five levels on the list. Fourth out of five levels is not exactly THE BEST GIFTS.

Fifth on Paul’s list of people with GIFTS is: 

“then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues”.

Last on the list cannot be considered THE BEST GIFTS.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you A MORE EXCELLENT WAY.

So Paul’s list of the BEST GIFTS includes APOSTLES, PROPHETS, TEACHERS, and then other gifts that were good but less than the BEST GIFTS. Since by that time, “All scripture is given”, and by that time, the body of Christ churches are started, and by that time, the body of Christ doctrine is all given, God is not giving any additional APOSTLES.  We can know that because of the singular pronoun “THE” that Paul uses IN:

Romans 11:13, For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as 
I am THE apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office:

That leaves PROPHETS, and TEACHERS as the BEST GIFTS. Paul said to “covet earnestly the best gifts”. As we will see, that is the emphasis that Paul stresses throughout First Corinthians 13, and 14.

Let us continue examining the comparisons in the context just before and just after First Corinthians 13.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

We just examined the BEST GIFTS. But Paul said that he was about to show them an even better WAY, a more excellent way than the BEST GIFTS. Then Paul launched into speaking the truth in love, showing that the “gift of prophecy” was more excellent than “diversities of tongues”. Paul showed them that they needed to grow into the exercise of “CHARITY”, seeking the EDIFICATION of the other members of the body of Christ, not their own AGGRANDIZEMENT. Let us now look at the context that immediately follows First Corinthians 13.

1 Corinthians 14:1,  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, 

Paul showed that the gifts were not totally discontinued yet. He said “desire spiritual gifts”.
Then Paul revealed what he meant by “THE BEST GIFTS”.

desire spiritual gifts, BUT RATHER that ye may PROPHESY.

1 Corinthians 14:1,  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, 
but rather that ye may prophesy.

Here, Paul launched a detailed reasoning of why the church needed to restrict and reduce tongues and to concentrate on body of Christ PROPHECY, professing and acknowledging the newly inspired scriptures. That newly inspired scripture is what set Paul’s gospel apart from Peter’s gospel as being different. Peter received his gospel from Jesus, ON EARTH In Matthew 10, verse 5, through verse 8. Paul received his gospel from Jesus, IN HEAVEN.  In Galatians 1, verse 11, through verse 12.

1 Corinthians 14:2,  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh NOT unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

Tongues having fulfilled their purpose of Jewish evangelism, they no longer functioned as originally. First Corinthians 14, verse 2, says “no man understandeth him” That shows the lack of, or the decrease of the original function of tongues. In Acts 18, verses 7, through 11, those men “understandeth him” that spoke in tongues:

Acts 18:7,  And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, 
named Justus, one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.
Acts 18:8,  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and MANY of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
Acts 18:9,  Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:
Acts 18:10,  For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have MUCH PEOPLE in this city.
Acts 18:11,  And HE CONTINUED THERE a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them.

Let All Things Be Done Unto Edifying

After that year and six months in Corinth, Paul left there heading for Jerusalem by way of Ephesus.  After Paul’s extremely brief visit to Jerusalem in Acts 18, verse 22, he went to Ephesus again, where he wrote back to the mixed meeting in Corinth. By then, the church of God at Corinth needed to be told to redirect their zeal and earnestness for tongues. We find, out two verses later, into what they were to redirect their zeal.

1 Corinthians 14:4,  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth EDIFIETH THE CHURCH.

Paul gave them a good description of what body of Christ PROPHECY was at that time.

1 Corinthians 14:3,  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men 
to EDIFICATION, and exhortation, and comfort.
1 Corinthians 14:4,  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; 
but he that prophesieth EDIFIETH the church.

For two verses in a row here, Paul emphasized the superiority of body of Christ PROPHECY over the coming to an end of body of Christ tongues. The reason for that being the edifying of the church.


1 Corinthians 14:5,  I would that ye all spake with tongues, 
BUT RATHER that ye prophesied: 
for GREATER IS HE that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, that the church may receive EDIFYING.

Before we get into the comparisons that Paul makes in First Corinthians 14, verse 5, let us look at some of Paul’s other mentions of EDIFICATION, to see the importance of edification that Paul is starting to show the Corinthians. Consider these two verses which are self-explanatory about Paul’s understanding of the need for “EDIFICATION”.

1 Corinthians 8:1,  Now as touching things offered unto idols, 
we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity EDIFIETH.

That shows the superiority of Edification over knowledge. Remember the tree of knowledge in the garden of Eden?

Romans 14:19,  Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may EDIFY another.

Let these verses from Paul demonstrate to us the vital need for, and superiority of EDIFYING the church.  Here in First Corinthians 14, verse 5, we need to see several things.

1 Corinthians 14:5, I would that ye all spake with tongues 
but rather that ye prophesied: 
for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, that the church may receive EDIFYING.

We need to see Paul’s comparison between body of Christ TONGUES and body of Christ PROPHECY.

Also, we need to see the change in the tense of the action verbs Paul used. Look at the past tense of the verbs “spake”, and “prophesied” in the first half of the verse. Look at the present tense of the verbs “prophesieth”, and “speaketh” in the second half of the verse. So, Paul made a comment about the way things were in the past, and then about the way things were in the time of his writing to them.

Also, we need to see Paul’s further emphasizing of the importance to SWITCH from TONGUES, to EDIFYING.

1 Corinthians 14:5,  I would that ye all spake with tongues, 
but RATHER that ye prophesied: 
for GREATER is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING.

Do you see the comparison there?  RATHER (that ye prophesied), and GREATER (is he that prophesith than he that speaketh with tongues).  WHY???  “THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING”

A preview of First Corinthians 14, verse 21, shows us that the function of body of Christ tongues was to translate and transmit what God was SPEAKING to this people, the Jews.

1 Corinthians 14:21, In the law it is written, 
With men of other tongues and other lips will I SPEAK unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

The last part of First Corinthians 14, verse 5 shows us that almost routinely, those in Corinth were claiming to be speaking with tongues when actually, there was no understanding of what they were saying. It was no longer God SPEAKING to the Jews.

1 Corinthians 14:6,  Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, 
WHAT SHALL I PROFIT YOU (EDIFY you), except I shall speak to you either 
by REVELATION 

(something revealed, and UNDERSTANDABLE, “revelation”), 

or by KNOWLEDGE 

(something knowable, and UNDERSTANDABLE, “knowledge”), 

or by PROPHESYING 

(something edifying, exhortive, comforting, and UNDERSTANDABLE, “prophesying”),

or by DOCTRINE 

(something taught for clarity, and UNDERSTANDABLE, “doctrine”)?

1 Corinthians 14:7,  And even things without life giving sound, 
whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is piped or harped?
1 Corinthians 14:8,  For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the battle?
1 Corinthians 14:9,  So likewise ye, 
except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, 
(“WORDS”)
(“EASY TO BE UNDERSTOOD”)
how shall it be known what is spoken? 
for ye shall speak into the air.

That is like the saying “your prayers don’t get past the ceiling”.

how shall it be known what is spoken? 
for ye shall speak into the air.

1 Corinthians 14:10,  There are, it may be, 
so many kinds of voices in the world, 
and none of them is without signification.

In other words, the voice is supposed to signify something, to mean something, to be understandable. If the voice produces mere peeps and mutters, 	It is NOT fulfilling its purpose in the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 14:11,  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, 
I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, 
and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

At the time that Paul wrote First Corinthians, the term “barbarian” had a different meaning than at the time when he wrote Colossians. In Colossians, being barbarian or not was of no significance.

Colossians 3:11, Where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: 
but Christ is all, and in all.

Paul wrote First Corinthians in the Acts 19 time period.  But Paul did NOT write Colossians until after Christ’s all-man sending of Paul, identified in Philippians 4:15, AND after Israel was blinded and cast away in Acts 28. By the time Paul wrote Colossians, he had been sent to all people, including the “barbarians”. But, back when Paul had written his earlier epistles, Galatians, Thessalonians, and First Corinthians, he had not yet been sent to the “barbarians” with the gospel of salvation. 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

So, when he wrote this epistle to the Corinthians, he was still not yet sent to all people, not yet sent the “barbarians”.  They were still a separate, distant, unrelated people, at that time. So, Paul was saying that it would NOT be God speaking to them  in First Corinthians 14:11, when Paul said 

1 Corinthians 14:11,  … I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, 
and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

The barbarians were not yet included by God in the target audience for the preaching of the gospel of salvation.

Then, Paul continued comparing the spiritual gifts with the edifying in charity.

1 Corinthians 14:12,  Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the EDIFYING of the church.

Do you see the fourth and fifth words in First Corinthians 14:12, 

“FORASMUCH  AS”?

Paul was telling the Corinthians that AS MUCH AS you are already zealous of spiritual gifts, to that same degree, seek to “EXCEL”, or GO BEYOND, in your EDIFYING OF THE CHURCH. Paul was making a definite switch from tongues to edifying.

Next, Paul started introducing boundries in their use of tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:13,  Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.
1 Corinthians 14:14,  For if I pray in an unknown tongue, 

There is a drawback to that.

my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.

Unfriutful understanding is NOT edifying.

1 Corinthians 14:15,  What is it then? 
I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: 

In other words, pray what you believe in, and what you understand.

I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

In other words, sing what you believe in and understand.
1 Corinthians 14:16,  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, 
how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?
1 Corinthians 14:17,  For thou verily givest thanks well, 
BUT THE OTHER IS NOT EDIFIED.

That’s the problem, the new emphasis on EDIFYING was not yet being practiced.

Next, Paul further emphasizes the need to switch from TONGUES to EDIFYING.

1 Corinthians 14:18,  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:
1 Corinthians 14:19,  Yet IN THE CHURCH I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might TEACH OTHERS also, 
than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.
1 Corinthians 14:20,  Brethren, BE NOT CHILDREN in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN.

Paul was repeating what he said back in 

1 Corinthians 13:11,  When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

Paul was telling those in the church at Corinth to GROW UP! This impresses the fact that Paul preached that it was God’s will for them to switch from TONGUES To EDIFYING. Back in First Corinthians 13:11, Paul was showing that continuing with tongues had become childish. Paul also used the past tense in saying “when I became a man”. That showed that he meant it was childish to continue with tongues, but it was adult to grow up and EDIFY ONE ANOTHER IN CHARITY.


1 Corinthians 14:21,  In the law it is written, 
With men of other tongues and other lips will I SPEAK unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

God’s use of Gentile tongues was to SPEAK UNTO THIS PEOPLE (Israel). God used prophesying because according to First Corinthians 14:3, body of Christ prophecying produced EDIFICATION.
With all that in mind, Paul said that
(1). Tongues are for a sign (First Corinthians 14:22),
(2). Jews require a sign (First Corinthians 1:22),
(3). Tongues are for them that believe NOT (First Corinthians 14:22).

Lets look at the verses for proof:

1 Corinthians 1:22, For the Jews require a sign, 
and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
1 Corinthians 14:22,  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.

Also, we see that when tongues were being given,

 “tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not:“

therefore, tongues were not for use in churches, but rather, outside of churches, where the disbelievers were. Well then, at that ttime, what gift was to be used in the churches?

1 Corinthians 14:22, “… 
but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, 
but for them which believe.”

It was body of Christ prophecy that was to be used in the churches where the believers were.

Paul went on to tell of a situation that gives insight into the activities in Paul’s meetings. Paul’s illustration shows that back then, the desired results would come from body of Christ prophecy, not from body of Christ tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:23,  If therefore the whole church 
be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, 
will they not say that ye are mad?
1 Corinthians 14:24,  But if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, 
he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:
1 Corinthians 14:25,  And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; 
and so falling down on his face he will worship God, 
and report that God is in you of a truth.

The proper use of true gifts yields the desired results, as at Peter’s, Acts 2 Pentecost Feast sermon.

1 Corinthians 14:26,  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, 
every one of you hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. 
Let all things be done unto edifying.

Here, we see that Paul indicates that God had not yet completely shut down tongues, but rather He had just restricted them and rather encouraged edifying to those in the church. Here are some of the rules Paul gave to restrict and reduce the body of Christ tongues  more edifying activities.

1 Corinthians 14:27,  
(1.) If any man speak in an unknown tongue, 
(2.)  let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
(3.) and that by course; 
(4.) and let one interpret.

Let us go through these four restrictions one at a time.

(1.) If any man speak in an unknown tongue, 

Several scriptures seem to indicate that God’s order of revealing new scripture was to reveal it 
first to APOSTLES, 
then to the body of Christ PROPHETS,
then to the MEN of the church,
then to the WOMEN of the church.
then to the YOUNGER WOMEN and CHILDREN.
So, if a woman began speaking in tongues, she would immediately be suspect since the newly revealed scripture came to the men before it came to the women.

(2.)  let it be by two, or at the most by three, 

That is pretty self-explanatory. There must not be a crowd of people all tongue-talking at once, or not even  a crowd of people waiting in line to tongue talk.

(3.) and that by course; 

Even with only three people to tongue-talk, then must wait their turn.

(4.) and let one interpret.

All tongue-talking must be interpreted for understandability.

1 Corinthians 14:28,  But if there be no interpreter, 
let him keep silence in the church; 
and let him speak to himself, and to God.

Read the next five verses looking for God’s guidelines to cause body of Christ prophecies to achieve their purpose of EDIFICATION.

1 Corinthians 14:29,  Let the prophets speak two or three, 
and let the other judge.
1 Corinthians 14:30,  IF ANY THING BE REVEALED to another that sitteth by, 
let the first hold his peace.

There is another indicator that the spiritual gifts were for the obtaining and documenting of the newly revealed word of God. By the way, the word “REVEALED” means revealed, NOT imagined, felt, thought-up, made-up, or contrived. That was the function of the body of Christ prophets at the time of the giving of Paul’s epistles in the Bible.

1 Corinthians 14:31,  For ye may all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, and all may be comforted.

Notice that verse 31 does not say “ye CAN all prophesy one by one”, It says “ye MAY all prophesy one by one”. That means that all the body of Christ prophets MAY prophesy. Again, Paul reminded them that the purpose of prophecy was EDIFICATION. He said, “THAT ALL MAY LEARN”.

1 Corinthians 14:32,  And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

In First Corinthians 14:32, Paul wrote to remind the believers in his meeting that the meetings will be controlled and orderly because 

“the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets”.

1 Corinthians 14:33,  For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

The God of peace cannot author confusion in any of the churches of the saints.

Here again, Paul brings up one of the results of the order of the revelation of the newsly inspired scriptures.

1 Corinthians 14:34,  Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
1 Corinthians 14:35,  And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at home: 
for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

Next, Paul gives some vital details about the prophets function in the giving of the newly inspired scriptures.

1 Corinthians 14:36,  What? came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only?

It is the word of God, NOT the word of the PROPHETS.The scripture did not originate with the body of Christ prophets, 
it was revealed to them by God. Not only that but, it did not come only to one person, but to several people in a group in the body of Christ called THE PROPHETS.

1 Corinthians 14:37,  If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.

There, in the Bible, in plain English is the job description of the body of Christ prophet. He is to acknowledge that the things Paul wrote were the commandments of the Lord, not the commandments of what to do, but the commandments of the Lord of what Paul was to write.

Preach the word, but don’t force it on those who want to ignore God, and His word.

1 Corinthians 14:38,  But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

Here is Paul’s summary of First Corinthians 12, 13, and 14.

1 Corinthians 14:39,  Wherefore, brethren, 
covet to prophesy, 
and forbid not to speak with tongues.

Here, after three chapters about spiritual gifts and growing in the body of Christ, Paul says “covet to prophesy”, NOT “covet earnestly the best gifts”, but “covet to prophesy”. Paul had spent these chapters showing them what had become the best gift of EDIFYING by PROPHECY, Professing God’s newly inspired scripture. 

Here again, we see that Paul indicates that, by that time, God had not yet completely shut down tongues, but rather He had just restricted them to encourage edifying those in the church.

1 Corinthians 14:40,  Let all things be done decently and in order.

Paul’s concluding statement here reminded them that he just gave them the order for Paul’s meetings.   

“Let all things be done decently and in order.”
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