
FIVE TYPES OF SIGNS IN THE BIBLE – expanded.
An expanded reference on signs in the Bible.
Studied by Mike McGlathery

PREPARATION:

When we read about gifts and signs in the Bible, we often concentrate on gifts in the church, the body of Christ. Sometimes people say to us, “you are in sin if you don’t speak in tongues”.  But, there is much more to it than that.  

There were at least five different categories of signs in the Bible. When people do not realize and account for that fact, they make assumptions and statements that might be true about another type of sign, but might not be true about that sign to which they are trying to apply it.

God gave signs to make Israel believe Him. God gave that reason in:

Exodus 19:3,  “And Moses went up unto God, 
and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, 
Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, 
and tell the children of Israel;
Exodus 19:4,  Ye have SEEN what I DID unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.
Exodus 19:5,  Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: 
for all the earth is mine:”

It is like God was saying, “You saw what I did for you. Now, because of that, believe me enough to obey me.”

FIRST:

We can see the first type of signs from God, shown by God through the hands of Moses, in:

Exodus 4:1,   And Moses answered and said, 
But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: 
for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.
Exodus 4:2,  And the LORD said unto him, 
What is that in thine hand? 
And he said, A rod.
Exodus 4:3,  And he said, Cast it on the ground. 
And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; 
and Moses fled from before it.
Exodus 4:4,  And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand:
Exodus 4:5,  That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath appeared unto thee.

Exodus 4:6,  And the LORD said furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy bosom. 
And he put his hand into his bosom: 
and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.
Exodus 4:7,  And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. 
And he put his hand into his bosom again; 
and plucked it out of his bosom, 
and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.

Exodus 4:8,  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, 
that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
Exodus 4:9,  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, 
neither hearken unto thy voice, 
that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: 
and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.

Moses asked God for a sign, but God gave him three signs (with which to start). Then, as if that was not enough mercy to show, see what God did later in the same Exodus 4 chapter.

Exodus 4:30,  And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, 
and did the signs in the sight of the people.
Exodus 4:31,  And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.

Before the time when God put all His promises in writing, He proved with signs, what He said in order to give the people reason to believe Him.  That is the reason for the first type of signs, “that they MAY believe”. That was the first type of signs, signs so that Israel may believe.

SECOND:

A little later in scripture at the beginning of the New Testament, God showed the second type of signs through the hands of Israel’s believing remnant. They were signs to Israel at large as “confirming signs”, to confirm what God had told them, and taught them, and that God is over there now, with the little flock, Israel’s prophetic remnant, and that that is where God’s signs have gone. Let’s look at those “confirming signs”, starting in:

Mark 16:17,  And these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues;
Mark 16:18,  They shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
Mark 16:19,  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, 
he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
Mark 16:20,  And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Acts 2:22,  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

Hebrews 2:3,  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
Hebrews 2:4,  God also bearing them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will?

So in the recording of God’s operations, God did NOT leave the validating of the message to man’s truthfulness, and man’s impressions, and man’s imaginations of God telling him things. The reason for this second type of signs was: 

John 4:48, Then said Jesus unto him, 
Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe.

God “confirmed” the events and the teachings with signs, wonders, miracles and gifts, so that the scriptures would be preserved, pure. That is the second type of signs, “confirming signs”.

THREE:

As we go a little further in God’s record of the changes in His workings with man, in Paul’s epistles, after the body of Christ began in Acts 9, we see that God showed a third type of signs. Here we see that Christ gave signs to the body of Christ for Israel. The reason for this third type of signs was:

1 Corinthians 1:22, For the Jews REQUIRE A SIGN, 
and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

During Israel’s diminishing, whenever you see the body of Christ in close proximate to the Jewish synagogue, you begin to see the third type of signs in the body of Christ for the benefit of the nearby, disbelieving Jews.

Let’s look at those body of Christ signs given during Israel’s diminishing:

1 Corinthians 14:21,  In the law it is written, 
With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.
1 Corinthians 14:22,  Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: 
but prophesying serveth 
not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.

Speaking in tongues was Jewish evangelism. It was SPEAKING the wonderful works of God.

Acts 2:11,  Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our tongues 
the wonderful works of God.

This third type of signs were vindication that God had been merciful to Israel, much more merciful than they deserved, much more merciful than you or I would have been with Israel. That is the third type of signs, the body of Christ signs to diminishing, disbelieving, Israel.

FOURTH:

There were also the fourth type of signs that God showed. The fourth type of signs were the “signs of an apostle”. Let’s look at the verse that shows there were the “signs of an apostle” 

2 Corinthians 12:12,  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you 
in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

The “signs of an apostle” don’t particularly have to do with the body ofChrist. They don’t particularly have to do with Israel. The “signs of an apostle” were to prove that God was speaking through that person, that apostle whom He has sent. That is the fourth type of signs, the “signs of an apostle”.

FIFTH:

The fifth type of signs is seen in Exodus through The Revelation. It is one of the most thoroughly documented types of signs in the Bible. The fifth type of signs is the signs and lying wonders, and miracles after the working of Satan with all power.

I don’t see anything in scripture that restricts the power of the god of this world to the time of the book of The Revelation. I think those signs and lying wonders that are the working of Satan, are at work today, especially with people promoting and being enamored by those Westcott and Hort translations of the corrupted word of God that Paul condemned as early as his writing of:

 2 Corinthians 2:17, For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: 
but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

Let’s take a look at some of the many references to those lying, deceiving signs and wonders throughout scripture and in operation today.

Exodus 7:11, Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.
Exodus 7:22, And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: 
and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; 
as the LORD had said.
Exodus 8:7, And the magicians did so with their enchantments, 
and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.

2 Thessalonians 2:9, Even him, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

Revelation 13:11,  And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; 
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
Revelation 13:12,  And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, 
and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed.
Revelation 13:13,  And he doeth great wonders, 
so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,
Revelation 13:14,  And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth 
by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, 
which had the wound by a sword, and did live.
Revelation 13:15,  And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

Isaiah 8:14,  And he shall be for a sanctuary; 
but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, 
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
Isaiah 8:15,  And many among them shall 
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.
Isaiah 8:16,  Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.
Isaiah 8:17,  And I will wait upon the LORD, 
that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.
Isaiah 8:18,  Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me 
are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, 
which dwelleth in mount Zion.
Isaiah 8:19,  And when they shall say unto you, 
Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: 
should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

Ephesians 6:10,  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.
Ephesians 6:11,  Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
Ephesians 6:12,  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Ephesians 6:13,  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand.
Ephesians 6:14,  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
Ephesians 6:15,  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
Ephesians 6:16,  Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
Ephesians 6:17,  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God:
Ephesians 6:18,  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

CONCLUSION:

We have researched at least five types of signs in the Bible. When people study the signs, without accounting for the various types of signs, there is the danger of lumping together all the signs as if they were the same.  If you take the characteristics of any one type of signs, and try to apply it to any other type of signs, you are making assumptions and errors by ignoring their differences. That does not work. The five or more different types of signs have different characteristics for different purposes. 

It is amazing how many people think they have studied tongues when all they have done is to grab one or two occurrences that they find In part of the history of changes, recorded in the Bible, and then extrapolate that to be for all people to practice at all times, regardless of the conditions for which those tongues were confined.  

I guess it might be considered that I am going beyond the scriptural admonition, “if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant”.  But maybe this will be the time when one of them will STOP IGNORING God’s word, and START honestly, thoroughly, rightly divide it, STUDYING it to be approved of God, not ashamed.

Always take notice of who is being addressed in each verse of the Bible and always identify to whom each pronoun is referring. You are NOT every “you” in the Bible.
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