
Fellowship of the Mystery of Christ
Studied by Mike McGlathery


Let me illustrate something now. Every year, when the college football players get distributed into the NFL, the NFL teams pick the players one at a time from 
the list of the best college players available. It's called "the draft". Year after year, they establish the order in which NFL teams will get to draft the college players onto their teams. 
 
I couldn't find the exact date of the earliest time that an undrafted player made it onto an NFL team. But, the earliest date I COULD find record of that was in 1946 when Marion Motley made it onto the Cleveland Browns. 
 
Can you imagine being one of the already-drafted, veteran players on the Cleveland Browns before 1946, and being there for the first day of practice in 1946, and seeing Marion Motley warming up. So you ask him, "How come you are here?  The Browns didn't draft you." 

And Marion answers, "They signed me to a contract, undrafted." 

And the veteran says, "I didn't know you could do that. I never heard of that happening before. Are you sure that is possible?"
 
Then as the years went by, a few more players got signed as undrafted players. It became common knowledge that it can be done by players that are good enough to play football at the NFL level. 

Think about it. Before 1946, there was NO prohibition from signing undrafted players, but no one even imagined that it could happen. It was just not done, and no one thought of doing it. 

In order to understand the surprize when the first player was signed as an undrafted player, you have to imagine yourself in that position and era, when it had never yet been done, or even thought of. That is extremely difficult to do. It is like trying to comprehend infinity, eternity, or the Godhead. It is beyond the ability of most of us to be able to comprehend conditions that are different from ours, and that we have never been in.
 
That was all by way of illustration. I hope that illustration helps us to see that It is the same way with the work of the cross of Christ. God had told Israel in their scriptures that Messiah would come, and would be cut off, but NOT for himself, and that God's righteous Servant shall justify MANY, for he shall bear the niquities of MANY, and that He would die a horrible DEATH, that He would be BURIED and RESURRECTED, and that He would RETURN to earth to reign. 
 
But Israel's SCRIPTURES NEVER TOLD that either Israelites or Gentiles could be saved immediately upon believing that Messiah's death was the full payment for the penalty of their sins, and that His resurrection was for their justification. It's just that it is NOT in the scriptures before Paul was saved in Acts 9. Christ kept that information hidden a secret. Paul was the first.

1 Timothy 1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

That is just like Marion Motley, the undrafted player being signed to a contract by an NFL team. Before Marion Motley was signed by the Cleveland Browns, no one could have imagined that it could happen. But to comprehend their urprize, you have to imagine yourself back in that position, in that era before any undrafted player had yet been signed to an NFL contract. 

Likewise, to understand the wonder of the “mystery of Christ” that was Paul's salvation you have to put yourself back in the position and time of those people before Paul was mysteriously saved. It was incomprehensible to them that someone could be saved, if they were unforgivable in Israel's doctrine. 

We tend to think of former conditions as always having been like they are now. It is difficult to think in the mindset of a time when there had never been an undrafted player signed to a contract. That would have been still outside the realm of the things that are thought of as possibilities. Similarly, we don't fully realize the CONDITIONS before Paul was saved by the only saving message that works today. We tend to think that conditions were not very different from now. But they were very different. We tend to think it was not as different from now as the Bible says, and that it would have been unkind of God to withhold from the Jews the way to be saved without works, by believing that Christ died for our sins. We tend to conclude that since God is love, that He would not have kept our salvation hidden as a secret from them back then, until the due time to preach it had arrived. 

The Messiah had come to Israel “to confirm the promises made unto the fathers”. He said the kingdom was at hand. But Israel rejected their Messiah and their kingdom out of heaven. Their Messiah died, rose again and went back to heaven. Then things began to happen in Israel’s program. The promised Holy Ghost was shed on Israel’s 12 apostles by their Messiah in heaven. God gave Israel an acceptable year of the Lord during which to repent of crucifying their Messiah and to be baptized as a kingdom of priests. However, the leadership and majority of Israel did NOT BELIEVE, or REPENT, or be BAPTIZED. In fact, Israel’s high priest and leadership blasphemed the Holy Ghost to end that acceptable year when they could have received their Messiah and He would have returned to reign over the earth, starting with Daniel’s 70th week. 

But as we will read in First Corinthians 2:1-8, Christ did keep his new pattern of salvation hidden as a secret until it was due time to reveal it to Paul, as the "MYSTERY OF CHRIST".

So, from heaven, the Messiah sent back a good news shortly after Israel committed their unforgivable sin of blaspheming the Holy Ghost in Acts 7. 
In Acts 9, the Messiah, the Christ apprehended Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus and then Saul believed that the Messiah was Jesus, the prophesied One. the crucified One, Either then, or soon after, since he was STILL ALIVE, Paul must have figured out that, Christ must have died his death FOR HIM when He died on the cross.. 

Let's look at:

Ephesians 3:4  Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in the MYSTERY OF CHRIST

The MYSTERY of CHRIST. What is a "MYSTERY"? What does the word "CHRIST" mean? A mystery is a SECRET. The Greek word that is translated "Christ" is the same word as the Hebrew word translated "MESSIAH". So, "the mystery of Christ", is "the SECRET of MESSIAH". What secret did the Messiah have and why did he keep it hidden as a secret?

Let's look at:

1 Corinthians 2:1  ¶And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came NOT with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God.
1 Corinthians 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save JESUS CHRIST, AND HIM CRUCIFIED.
1 Corinthians 2:3  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling.
1 Corinthians 2:4  And my speech and my preaching was 
NOT with enticing words of man's wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
1 Corinthians 2:5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God.
1 Corinthians 2:6  ¶Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: 
yet NOT the wisdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
1 Corinthians 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in A MYSTERY, 
even the HIDDEN wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory:
1 Corinthians 2:8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: 
for had they known it, 
they would NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED the Lord of glory.

That saving "good news" coming back from "Messiah" in heaven, that "mystery of Christ" was called the “gospel of Christ”. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God UNTO SALVATION 
TO every one that believeth; 
TO the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Its 2 qualifiers in Romans 1:16 define precisely to whom that gospel was sent at that time (1) all that believe, and (2) to the Jew first and also to the Greek, to provoke Israel to jealousy and to save some of them according to Romans 11:11, 11:13-14,  and First Corinthians 9: 19-22. 

Romans 11:11, I say then, Have they STUMBLED that they should FALL? 
God forbid: but rather THROUGH THEIR FALL 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 

Notice there is NO PERIOD after the word "Gentiles" - 

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 

That is not the complete inspired thought, it goes on to complete the thought.

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to PROVOKE THEM (Israel) to jealousy.

Through Israel's FALL, salvation came to those Gentiles in a position to PROVOKE Israel to jealousy, and save some.

Romans 11:13-14,  For I speak to YOU Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am THE apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office: If by any means I may 
provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and MIGHT SAVE SOME of them.

THOSE Gentiles were PROVOKING THOSE Jews to be saved by BELIEVING the "gospel of Christ", 		which was that good news sent back to Paul from their Messiah in heaven. I did NOT make that up. That came directly from the LIMITED "gospel of Christ" in Romans 1:16 with its TWO LIMITERS right there in the verse itself.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God UNTO SALVATION 
TO every one that believeth; 
TO the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

That is exactly to whom that gospel of Christ was first SENT: TO every Jew and Greek that believed. And so, that was THOSE Gentiles PROVOKING THOSE Jews to be saved by BELIEVING the "gospel of Christ", that good news sent back to Paul from their Messiah in heaven.

God said:

"I will MOVE THEM TO JEALOUSY with those which are not a people".

Deuteronomy 32:21  They have moved me to jealousy 
with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will MOVE THEM TO JEALOUSY 
with those which are not a people; 
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

God had prophesied to Israel that He would work a work in their days to move them to jealousy with those which are NOT A PEOPLE like Israel. They were the non-national, God-fearing Greeks in their midst, in their synagogues, in a position to move them to jealousy. "Hey, we want what those Greeks have found."

God said:

"I will PROVOKE them to anger with a FOOLISH NATION".

Again,

Deuteronomy 32:21  "They have moved me to jealousy 
with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will move them to jealousy 
with those which are NOT A PEOPLE; 
I will PROVOKE them to anger with a FOOLISH NATION".

Paul applies it here in:

Romans 10:19  "But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, 
I will PROVOKE YOU TO JEALOUSY by them that are NO PEOPLE, 
and by a FOOLISH NATION I will anger you".

God had prophesied to Israel that He would provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. That foolish nation would be that little flock to whom Jesus gave the kingdom (Luke 12:32) that He took from apostate Israel. That certainly did anger apostate Israel. 

Both sides of that issue were different. Apostate Israel saw themselves in prophecy as being dealt "a work" that they would not believe (Habakkuk 1:5), being provoked by both those which are not a people (believing Greeks), and by a foolish nation (newly believing Jews). 

God said:

"I will work a WORK in your days".

Habakkuk 1:5  "Behold ye among the heathen, 
and regard, and wonder marvellously: 
for I will work a WORK in your days, 
which ye will not believe, 
though it be told you".

Paul applies it here in:

Acts 13:41  "Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: 
for I work a WORK in your days, 
a work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you".

God said:

"a short WORK will the Lord make upon the earth".

Romans 9:28  "For he will finish the WORK, 
and cut it short in righteousness: 
because a short WORK will the Lord make upon the earth".


You can search unsuccessfully all day long for prophesied mystery information about a new pattern of salvation, or about the body of Christ, or about aliens Gentiles being used by God to provoke Israel to jealousy. 

That phase in the spread of the gospel of Christ was prophesied, and that is what Paul specifically said in:

Romans 11:11 ... THROUGH THEIR FALL 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to PROVOKE THEM to jealousy.
Romans 11:13-14,  For I speak to YOU Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am THE apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office: If by any means I may 
provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and MIGHT SAVE SOME of them.

1 Corinthians 9:19, For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more.
1 Corinthians 9:20, And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews; 

That was those Jews in Romans 1:16 
		(to the JEW FIRST, and also to the Greek).

to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law;

There, Paul is referring to the Romans 11:17-22 proselytes that graffed into Israel's olive tree.

1 Corinthians 9:21, To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) 
that I might gain them that are without law.

That was those Greeks in Romans 1:16 (to the Jew first, and also to THE GREEK).

1 Corinthians 9:22, To the weak became I as weak, 
that I might gain the weak: 
I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by ALL means SAVE SOME.

Paul wrote those verses of First Corinthians, in Acts 19, AFTER his temple vision in Acts 18 where Christ told Paul that soon, he was going to send Paul to all the far off Gentiles. Paul wrote that AFTER his temple vision in Acts 18, BUT BEFORE Christ actually sent him to all the far off Gentiles in Acts 20. That explains Paul's wording of:

1 Corinthians 9:22, ... 
I am made all things to ALL men, 
that I might by ALL means SAVE SOME.

Paul knew of, and had been equipped for HIS FUTURE SENDING to all the far off Gentiles. But that was NOT until after Paul's Acts epistles.

The secret good news that Messiah sent back through Paul was the "mystery of Christ", in a "dispensation of the gospel of Christ" to the Jews and Jew-blessing Greeks. On the body of Christ side of the issue, the mystery of Christ was AN UNPROPHESIED mystery. On Israel's side of the issue, it was A PROPHESIED SHORT WORK upon the earth, which will provoke them to jealousy, and emulation, but, they WILL NOT believe.

. END OF, Fellowship Mystery-PART 1.	START OF, Fellowshp Mystery-PART 2.

But wait, there's more, MUCH MORE. A quarter century after Paul experienced salvation by grace, through faith, WITHOUT WORKS, Christ revealed something brand new for Paul to preach. In Acts 20, after Paul wrote Second Corinthians and Romans, Christ gave Paul the ministry he had revealed to him in Acts 18. Acts 20:24 is the first time in the Bible that Paul refers to 

"the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the 'gospel of the grace of God'." 

Here is the verse:
Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 

and (ADDITIONALLY)

the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD.

He later describes that good news of the grace of God in 

Titus 2:11, For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath APPEARED TO ALL MEN,

That later sending exceeded Christ's limited sending "to the Jew first and also to the Greek", that Paul described in First Corinthians 9:17-18, 15:1-4, Romans 1:16, 11:11, and 11:13-14. In these verses, you can see the limited nature of Christ's sending of Paul.

1 Corinthians 9:17, For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, 
A DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL is committed unto me.
1 Corinthians 9:18, What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, 
I may make THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
TO THE JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK.

1 Corinthians 15:1, Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2, By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3, For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins 
ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES;
1 Corinthians 15:4, And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES:

Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
TO THE JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK.

Romans 11:11, I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather 
THROUGH THEIR FALL 
salvation is come unto THE GENTILES, 
for to PROVOKE THEM to jealousy.
Romans 11:13-14,  For I speak to YOU Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am THE apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office: If by any means I may 
provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and MIGHT SAVE SOME of them.

So, now let's find out about the "FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY". After Paul fully preached during a dispensation of the gospel of Christ to the Jews and Greeks (Romans 15:19), Christ then widen his commission to testify to ALL men the good news that even those ALIEN Gentiles that God had given up on in Romans 1:18-2:2 could now be saved too, by believing on God's grace, through the faith of Christ in dying for the sins of us GENTILES TOO (which is the "mystery of the gospel"), as well as for the sins of Israel, as in Isaiah 53. 
For background to start with, let's look at the verses about God giving up on mankind.

Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness;
Romans 1:19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; 
for God hath shewed it unto them.
Romans 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, BEING UNDERSTOOD by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; 
so that THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE:
Romans 1:21  Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him NOT as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened.
Romans 1:22,  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
Romans 1:23,  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible man, 
and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Romans 1:24,  Wherefore GOD ALSO GAVE THEM UP 
to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, 
to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:
Romans 1:25,  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, 

and WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR, 

who is blessed for ever. Amen.
Romans 1:26,  For this cause GOD GAVE THEM UP unto vile affections: 
for even their women did change the natural use 
into that which is against nature:
Romans 1:27,  And likewise also 
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.
Romans 1:28,  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
GOD GAVE THEM OVER to a reprobate mind, 
to do those things which are not convenient;

After that, God called out Abraham's grandson, Israel to be His people starting in Genesis 12:1-3.

Genesis 12:1,  ¶Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, 
UNTO A LAND that I will shew thee:
Genesis 12:2,  And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing:
Genesis 12:3,  And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
That is how it came to be that 
God was working with mankind,  ONLY through Israel.

But God had kept A SECRET.
After Israel fell in Acts 7, 
God saved unforgivable Saul of Tarsus 
as the first member of the body of Christ.
God sent Paul back to 
those JEWS AND JEW-BLESSERS 
with the "gospel of Christ".
In other words, Israel's Messiah sent back good news of 
a change in the gospel 
from Israel's gospel of a kingdom out of heaven, on earth, 
to salvation into heaven by God's grace, through faith, not of works.
The gospel had changed.
The program had changed.
But the audience remained Unchanged, UNTIL LATER.

Can you imagine yourself back in the position and era 
AFTER Paul was saved and sent to the JEWS AND GREEKS,
BEFORE the good news of salvation was sent to ALL MEN. 
Back then, no one could even imagine that God would 
save those He told Israel that He would curse in Genesis 12:3b. 
Genesis 12:3,  And I will bless them that bless thee, 
HERE IT IS,
and CURSE HIM THAT CURSETH THEE: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

The salvation of those who had been cursed in Israel's doctrine, 
had to wait until the nation Israel 
had been given every last chance to repent, and receive 
God’s King, and His kingdom out of heaven. 
It had to wait until every last Israelite 
had individually been given the CHANCE to CHANGE his mind, and 
elect to believe Paul's gospel of salvation, 
the only gospel message that would still save people 
by the time of Israel's blinding and casting away 
in the last half chapter of Acts.

Christ sent Paul to preach the same saving message to 
a widely expanded target audience. 
That wider distribution was called 
the "GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD" in 
the "DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD".
But it is the same saving message by which Paul was saved 
in a "DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL", the "GOSPEL OF CHRIST".  
The Romans 11:12 diminishing of the Israelites was 
the increasing difficulty for an Israelite 
to believe that God was calling him to be partners 
with those cursed, alien, goya, the unGodly, 
uncircumcised, commandment-ignoring Gentiles.
That expansion brought many aliens Gentiles 
into THE SAME "BODY OF CHRIST" 
that so far contained only believers from when 
Paul was only SENT to Jews and Jew-blessing Greeks 
for about 14 years.
Those two vastly different conditions of Gentiles 
finally began flowing into 
the one, same body of Christ that 
also contained the Jews that believed Paul's 
gospel of Christ crucified for our sins..
Christ “made both one.” 
He made “in himself of twain one new man, so making peace....” 
But the confluence of the two conditions of Gentiles caused 
Paul to write for them to be 
“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. 
That joining of 
the believing Greeks, with 
the believing alien Gentiles,
and the believing Jews 
was given a name in scripture, 
“THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY” 
in the “dispensation of the grace of God".

Ephesians 1:12-13 tells us that the "gospel of Christ" 
which saved believers 
during a dispensation of the gospel in mid-Acts, 
is the same saving message 
that saves people today in the "dispensation of the grace of God", 
after Christ SENT Paul to preach salvation to all people. 

Ephesians 1:12-13, “That we 
should be to the praise of his glory, 
WHO FIRST TRUSTED IN CHRIST. 
In whom YE ALSO TRUSTED, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that YE believed, 
YE were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise....”

For those, like me, who keep asking in the back of their minds,
		"WHY"!? 
"HOW did God make that happen"?
"Does it all FIT perfectly together"?
		I hope this starts to give an understanding 
of the process and mechanics 
of how God legally worked out your salvation.
If all this seems too complicated, remember that it is NOT necessary 
for you to understand any of those provisions that Christ made, 
in order for you to be saved.  
Only believe that Christ is your Savior by His dying for your sins on the cross, 
and that he rose from the dead for your justification.
"Believe on Him to life everlasting" 
First Timothy 1:15-16, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should 
hereafter
After Paul (who was the first)
believe on him TO life everlasting".

THE END



(Daniel 9:25-26)
(Isaiah 53:11)
(Isaiah 53:3-12, Psalms 22:1-21)
(Psalms 16:8-11, Hosea 6:1-3)
(Luke 19:11-27, John 14:1-3,  15-29, Acts 1:9-11)


To distinguish between the two groups of churches, 
Peter's “churches of Judaea” were called 
the “church of God” (Galatians 1:13, 22-23), 
and Paul's “churches of the Gentiles” were called 
the “church which is His body” 
(Romans 16:4, Colossians 1:18).
