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Introduction.
 
Colossians is in the middle group of Paul's post-Acts epistles.
*******************
Paul's Acts Epistles-pre temple vision includes.
Galatians,
1&2 Thessalonians,

Paul's Acts Epistles-post temple vision includes.
1&2 Corinthians,
Romans,
****************************************************
Paul's earliest post Acts epistles includes.
Philippians,
1st Timothy,
Titus,

Paul's middle epistles after Acts includes.
Philemon,
Colossians,

Paul's last post Acts epistles includes.
Ephesians,
2nd Timothy.
*****************************************************

Colossians 1:1,  ¶Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God, 
and Timotheus our brother,
Colossians 1:2,  To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ 
which are at Colosse: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Colossians 1:3,  ¶We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you,

The Colossians’ Faith.

Colossians 1:4,  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, 
and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

The Colossians had faith in Christ Jesus, and received the love to all the saints. Let us read further to see what kind of faith the Colossians had.

Colossians 1:5,  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before 
in the word of the truth of the gospel;

The “faith in Christ Jesus” that the Colossians had was “for the hope which is laid up for you” (Colossians) “IN HEAVEN”. It was faith in Paul’s message of salvation, whatever audience and name it had at the time when they heard it. It was NOT a faith in the Christ that involves them in a “kingdom” that He will bring out “of Heaven,” to earth. They had heard the word, and that word was about the truth. The truth was of the gospel that gives them “hope… laid up for you” (Colossians) “IN HEAVEN,” Not coming “OUT OF HEAVEN,” but “IN HEAVEN.” 

That is NOT just semantics. That is a significant difference that we see in scripture. Look at the term “IN HEAVEN” in Colossians 1, verse 5, and compare that with the kingdom that God only promised to Israel that would come “OUT OF HEAVEN” to earth. 

Exodus 19:6, And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou 
shalt speak UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.
Deuteronomy 11:21, That your days may be multiplied, 
and the days of your children, 
IN THE LAND which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, 
as the days of heaven upon the earth.
Daniel 2:44, And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven SET UP A KINGDOM, 
which shall NEVER BE DESTROYED: 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall STAND FOR EVER.
Isaiah 9:6, For UNTO US a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and THE GOVERNMENT shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, 
Counsellor, 
The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:7, Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, 
and upon HIS KINGDOM, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even FOR EVER. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts WILL perform this.

I hope you can see the difference stated in scripture. “In heaven” is different from coming out of heaven. Out of heaven is no longer “in heaven.” Israel was promised a kingdom ON EARTH, OUT OF HEAVEN. We believers that are in the body of Christ are NOT Israel. The body of Christ has a future hope and destination “IN HEAVEN,” as Colossians 1, verse 5 says, as well as Philippians 3:20-21.

Colossians 1:5, For the hope which is laid up for you IN HEAVEN, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;

Philippians 3:20, For our conversation is IN HEAVEN; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Philippians 3:21, Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Let us continue In Colossians chapter 1, at verse 6.

Colossians 1:6, Which is come unto you, as it is in ALL THE WORLD; 
and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, 
since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

Paul was talking about the gospel AFTER it was sent to all the world. It is the gospel that they, and we believers, have heard and known, the word of truth, the gospel of the grace of God in truth.

Colossians 1:7,  As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, 
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
Colossians 1:8, Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

Here, we read that it was Epaphras who was the dear fellowservant  who was a faithful server of Christ to those which were at Colosse. Epaphras was in that spiritual lineage that Paul tells of in 2nd Timothy 2, verse 2.

 2 Timothy 2:2, And THE THINGS that THOU HAST HEARD OF ME 
among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to FAITHFUL MEN, 
who shall be able to TEACH OTHERS ALSO.

Grace Believers Prayer.

Here, Paul being inspired of God, injected some parenthetical considerations about prayer.

Colossians 1:9,  ¶For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Back in the Acts period, before Israel was totally blinded and cast away in Acts 28:25-29, the body of Christ was involved in A RESCUE mission.

Romans 11:5, Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to 
the election of grace.
Romans 11:7 What then? 
Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; 
but the election HATH OBTAINED IT, 
and the rest were blinded.
1 Corinthians 9:20, And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
THAT I MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS; 
to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
THAT I MIGHT GAIN THEM that are under the law;

The body of Christ church was still carnal and needed milk, NOT meat. They had needed to be GIVEN spiritual gifts to be a sign to nearby Israel that required a sign.

But now, after Israel had diminished between Acts 8 and the writing of First Corinthians, the body of Christ was go on to the meat.

1 Corinthians 3:2,  I have fed you with milk, and NOT with meat: 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, 
neither yet now are ye able.
1 Corinthians 13:11, When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became A MAN, I put away childish things.
1 Corinthians 14:20, Brethren, BE NOT CHILDREN in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but IN UNDERSTANDING BE MEN.

Paul was forewarning those with signs, given for diminishing Israel, that soon, it would be time to GROW PAST the signs to Israel, when God declared Israel to be “not my people,” as prophesied in Hosea 1:9. 

In place of “the manifestation of the Spirit” being “GIVEN to every man” in 1st Corinthians 12, verse 7, now, in 

Colossians 1, verse 9, we are to 
“be FILLED with 
the KNOWLEDGE of his will
	In all wisdom and 
SPIRITual understanding.

That is the second part of God’s will according to:

1 Timothy 2:3, For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
1 Timothy 2:4, Who will have ALL MEN TO BE SAVED, 
and to come unto the KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.

There had been a GIVING OF GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT at the time of ISRAEL’S DIMINISHING. But that is different from what we read in Colossians 1, verse 9 which is better for us, BEING 

“FILLED with 
the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and 
SPIRITual understanding….”

There is a big difference between being fed milk, GIVEN GIFTS of the Spirit for Israelites to see and believe, there is a big difference between that, and being fed meat, being FILLED with knowledge, wisdom, and SPIRITual understanding, 

“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord.”

Being FILLED with knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual understanding is for the purpose of equipping saved people for WALKING WORTHY of the Lord. Walking WORTHY of the Lord cannot come from our FILTHY RAG WORKS. It is supernatural. It is imputed to us believers in the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. It is Spiritual. It is of the Spirit that SEALS us in the righteousness of God, in the body of Christ.

Colossians 1:9,  ¶For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Compare that to:

1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

God's will is that saved people come to the knowledge of the truth. The "knowledge of God's will" is "in all wisdom and spiritual understanding". So,

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

Let's go on in the Colossians text at:

Colossians 1:9,  ¶For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
Colossians 1:10,  That ye might WALK WORTHY of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every GOOD WORK, 
and increasing in the KNOWLEDGE OF GOD;

Prayer, is one main item that is often left out. If you don’t have a prayer list, PRAY ANYWAY. To start with, you can pray for the list of people in this Bible study. Paul even tells us some of the things for which to pray as grace believers. Here are five of them:

[1] As in Colossians 1:9, PRAY that “ye might be filled with the KNOWLEDGE of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;”

1 Timothy 2:4, Who will have all men to be SAVED, 
(the Colossians had already been saved)
and to come unto the KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.

(Colossians 1:9 “… filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding”;)

[2] As in Colossians 1:10, PRAY that “ye might WALK WORTHY of the Lord….”
Therefore, being “filled with the knowledge of his will” 
is SO “THAT ye might walk worthy of the Lord….”
Therefore, to come “unto the knowledge of the truth” 
which LEADS TO a “walk, worthy of the Lord,” 
“being fruitful in every good work.”
	
Colossians 1:11,  STRENGTHENED with all might, 
according to his glorious power, 
UNTO all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

[3] As in Colossians 1:11 PRAY that, we will be 
“STRENGTHENED with all might, 
according to his glorious power.”
Of course, Paul says nothing about doing works BY WHICH to be saved. 
In these statements, Paul is only talking to all saved individuals, 
NOT to the FALLEN nation of Israel.

Colossians 1:11,  STRENGTHENED with all might, 
according to his glorious power, 
UNTO all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

[4] As in Colossians 1:11, PRAY because following that path in prayer leads “unto all 
PATIENCE and 
LONGSUFFERING with 
JOYFULNESS.”
	Do you want joyfulness?
	Do you want more patience?
	Paul preaches that they are related to praying for these qualities in others, 
and in ourselves as he was doing.

At this point, Paul continued with his greeting statements 
from before his parenthetical statements about prayer.

Colossians 1:12,  ¶Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light:

When Paul says “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath…” 
	he is transitioning from comments about prayer, 
into a beautiful summary of the praiseworthiness of God.

[5] So, “GIVING THANKS” would be the fifth item in Paul’s 
list of how grace believers have been enabled to  pray.

God’s Praiseworthiness Provisions

Colossians 1:12b, …the Father … which HATH MADE us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

Notice, it says “‘hath made us’ meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” I want us to see why that CANNOT be talking about us, and those in Colosse becoming partakers of Israel’s inheritance.Look at the phrase “hath made us MEET.” TODAY, that would seem to mean “has made us meet” (that special person,) or “has made us meet” (the most valuable player.) But at the time it was translated, “hath made us meet” meant has enabled us, or has qualified us.

Firstly, Paul refers to “saints in light” that possess an inheritance. What inheritance is promised to saints in light, and IS THAT the same inheritance promised TO ISRAEL’S FATHERS?

Israel’s promise of an inheritance was only to be secured  in the future. Israel’s promise of an inheritance has a big “if” in it, which must be fulfilled before the inheritance comes to them.

Exodus 19:5,  
Now therefore, IF ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, 
THEN ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people: 
for all the earth is mine:
6,  And ye shall be unto me 
a kingdom of priests, and 
an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak 
UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.

That is much different. It is not the same as the inheritance to the people that Paul says are “saints in light.” 

Israel is waiting to again be the light of the world. But Paul’s gospel believers like us, and those in Colosse, are ALREADY SAINTS IN LIGHT. Paul says that believers in his gospel of Christ crucified for our sins are already made to be THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.

2 Corinthians 5:21,  For he (God) hath made him (Christ) to be sin for us, 
(Christ) who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him (in Christ).

Whereas, Acts 3:19-21, says that Israel must still repent, convert, and endure to the end, that their 

“… sins may be blotted out, 
WHEN the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
and he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you: 
whom the heaven must receive 
UNTIL THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, 
which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN.”

Israel’s promise of an inheritance was only to be secured  in the future. Unlike Israel, we are NOT still waiting for our inheritance.

Ephesians 1:11,  In whom also 
WE HAVE OBTAINED an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

“WE HAVE OBTAINED AN INHERITANCE”

“Have obtained” means a present possession of a promised inheritance. It is “SEALED” to us by the Holy Spirit of God.

Ephesians 1:12, That we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ.
Ephesians 1:13,  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were SEALED with that holy Spirit of promise,
14,  Which is THE EARNEST OF OUR INHERITANCE 
UNTIL the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

There is nothing IFY about that. So, we are made “meet”, enabled, or qualified to be partakers of which inheritance?

Colossians 1:12, Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light:

“the Father… hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” The saints in light are we believers who have been imputed the righteousness of God.

Only we believers in Paul’s gospel are already made to be the righteousness of God, and already have our inheritance sealed to us by the Holy Spirit of PROMISE. That is a different inheritance to a different category of people. In the Bible, Paul never writes directly to Israel. We believers in Paul’s gospel are NOT Israel. We are the body of Christ, a different entity, for a different purpose, preached a different gospel, by a different apostle, promising a different destination, HEAVEN! AMEN!

Let us continue reading in Colossians 1 at verse 13.

Colossians 1:13,  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Believe the words on the pages of scripture. They do prove the difference between Israel, and the body of Christ. We, in the body of Christ have already been DELIVERED from the power of darkness.

Colossians 1:13,   “who hath delivered us from the power of darkness”

We, in the body of Christ have already been TRANSLATED Into the kingdom of his dear Son in heaven. 

Colossians 1:13, Who … hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Ephesians 2:6, And hath raised us up together, 
and MADE US SIT TOGETHER IN HEAVENLY PLACES 
in Christ Jesus:

That kingdom IS, and always has been, God’s universal domain in heaven. But God promised Israel that someday Messiah will BRING HIS KINGDOM from heaven to reign on earth from Israel. Someone else is reigning now. Now watch the progressive revelation.

(unto the serpent)
Genesis 3:15,  And I will put enmity between THEE and THE WOMAN, 
and between THY SEED and HER SEED; 
IT SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD, and thou shalt bruise HIS HEEL.
Exodus 19:5,  Now therefore, 
if ye will OBEY my voice indeed, and KEEP my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me ABOVE ALL PEOPLE: 
for all the earth IS MINE:
Exodus 19:6,  And ye shall be unto me A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS, 
and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
Daniel 2:44,  And in the days of these kings 
shall THE GOD OF HEAVEN SET UP A KINGDOM, 
which SHALL NEVER BE DESTROYED: 
and THE KINGDOM shall not be left to other people, 
but IT SHALL BREAK IN PIECES AND CONSUME ALL THESE KINGDOMS, 
and IT SHALL STAND FOR EVER.
Acts 1:11, … Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP FROM YOU INTO HEAVEN, 
SHALL SO COME IN LIKE MANNER 
as YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO INTO HEAVEN.
Acts 3:21,  Whom THE HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE 
UNTIL the TIMES OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, 
which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.

All God’s holy prophets prophesied that Christ would BRING HIS KINGDOM from heaven to reign on earth from the land God covenanted to Israel. That kingdom has NOT yet COME TO EARTH out of heaven. It was AT HAND in Matthew through John. It was OFFERED and REJECTED in Acts 1 through Acts 7. At that point, ISRAEL FELL from being God’s people, a peculiar treasure unto God, above all people.

Right after that, God set up his NEW PATTERN for saving people that under the law would have been UNFORGIVABLE, people like Saul of Tarsus FIRST, and then like us too, THEREAFTER. Since then, the Bible tells us to follow Paul AS, Paul followed Christ, AS, A SINNER.

Colossians 1, verse 13, tells us that as we follow Paul in believing only on Christ to have died for our sins, we are 

“DELIVERED us from the power of darkness,” and, 
 “TRANSLATED us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”

END OF PART02 of 12, Col.1:10-13.-START OF PART03 of 12, Col.1:14-19.

Let us read on starting at Colossians 1, verse 14.

Colossians 1, verse 14,  In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

Wouldn’t it make it EASIER TO READ IF the phrase, “through his blood” WAS REMOVED from that sentence. Then, we could just say, 	“In whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins.”

But then, how would we know what to trust in TO HAVE REDEMPTION, and the FORGIVENESS of sins? The verse would be sterile. It would NOT have the power of God UNTO SALVATION.

There is a line of manuscripts that was rarely used until recently because of THOSE VERY ERRORS. Paul called the source of that line of manuscripts the “CORRUPTED WORD OF GOD.”

2 Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, 
which corrupt the word of God: 
but as of sincerity, but as of God, 
in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

I don’t want to be misled by the “CORRUPTED WORD OF GOD,” and I don’t want for you to be misled by the “CORRUPTED WORD OF GOD,” even if they make it AS simple to read as a comic book, which they have nearly done. God is not a comic. God is not a kid. God does not REDUCE HIS ACCURACY to sell his word. God does not REDUCE HIS ACCURACY so that you don’t have to LEARN your own language at a 6th grade level.

The desire to reduce the accuracy of the word of God, comes from A DIFFERENT SOURCE. We are talking here about the “HEAD,” the “Head” of the body of Christ. Do you, in the body of Christ,  want to be led now, and in the future by a God that can’t think above a 6th grade level. Who do you suppose would want to make it appear that the Head is NOT ACCURATE. Who would gain by changing the word of God, making it much less precise?

Get yourself a King James Bible, and learn 6th grade English. Get yourself a dictionary in order to, one by one learn the words, of which you have been DEPRIVED. But don’t try to change the Bible to bring God down to your level of understanding. Is that the kind of God you were expecting, a God that you can match wits against? Then you are merely eliminating your own opportunity to hear the wisdom, and help of the God, and Creator of the universe, including being the creator of language. Why belittle God in that way. That is BLASPHEMY!

Look again at 

Colossians 1:14, In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

We don’t want to miss that important fact from God. Through Christ’s blood, we believers have the FORGIVENESS of sins. Notice that God did NOT say that “we have been given the right to be forgiven.” We believers in Paul’s gospel of Christ do NOT have to do something to be forgiven. We do NOT have to confess, or ask to be forgiven. We do NOT have to go through some ritual, or some kind of work to gain that forgiveness. The believer’s forgiveness is NOT to be sought after. It is to be RECEIVED by God’s grace through faith, NOT of works. Forgiveness has ALREADY BEEN GIVEN to the believer in Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins.

Besides Colossians 1:14 “… we have … the forgiveness of sins….” Besides that, look at 

Ephesians 4:32,  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake 
HATH FORGIVEN YOU.

Look at the same thing again in:

Colossians 2:13,  ¶And you, being dead in your sins 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, 
HAVING FORGIVEN you ALL trespasses;

Did you see that?
	
“And you…hath he quickened together with him, 
HAVING FORGIVEN YOU ALL TRESPASSES.”

Was Christ sinless? Was Christ quickened, being risen from the dead? God places INTO Christ, the believer in Paul’s gospel of Christ. You are together in Christ. 

	“And you…hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses.”

All your TRESPASSES have already been forgiven you. All your SINS have already been forgiven you. All THINGS have already been forgiven you. As a saved person, you already ARE JUSTIFIED from all things. 

Acts 13:39 And BY HIM all that believe 
ARE justified 
from ALL THINGS, 
from which ye could NOT be justified by the law of Moses.

Do you believe that? Do you trust in that fact from God, about God’s grace to you? If so, then DO NOT stop trusting, and start doubting by asking God to forgive something that He told you HE ALREADY FORGAVE. Why don’t you simply believe that He already forgave you, without asking you to NAME IT every time. 

Believe Colossians 1:14 
“In whom WE HAVE redemption 
through his blood, 
even the FORGIVENESS of sins:

That is the believer’s present possession. However, believers in Israel’s gospel of the kingdom had to endure to the end to in the end be saved. That is why they receive the ABATING OF THEIR PENALTY till Christ returns to earth to BLOT OUT THEIR SINS. So, it is called REMISSION, not forgiveness for Israel. But we are NOT Israel. We are the body of Christ. 

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the FORGIVENESS of sins.”

God’s Praiseworthiness: Being And Attributes

Colossians 1:15,  (his dear Son, from verse 13) 
Who is the IMAGE of the INVISIBLE God, 
the firstborn of every creature:

Here, we see TWO issues: Christ being the image of God, and Christ being the first born of every creature. First, what is the image of God? Second, in what way is Christ the image of the invisible God, Christ is NOT the image of God in the way that most people think of the image of God. Most people think that Christ is in the image of God, like they are in the image of God.
After all, Genesis 1:26 tells that 

“God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: 
and let them have dominion….”

Doesn’t that mean that WE ARE ALL GOD-LIKE, in His image and likeness?

NO!!! No, it does NOT mean that we all are like God, or that we ARE created in the image of God. What it means, is that mankind HAD BEEN created in the image of God. Satan loves to “HELP” people forget that when all of mankind was one couple named Adam, that Adam sinned and shattered that image of God. Adam stopped being in the image of God, and everyone that descended from Adam, is also NO LONGER in the image of God. No one has been created in the image of God, since Adam. Everyone since Adam was BORN, not created. And, everyone since Adam was born in the image and likeness of sinner ADAM, NOT in the image and likeness of God.

Genesis 5:3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, 
and begat a son 
in his own likeness, 
and after his image; 
and called his name Seth:

Since Adam, everyone has been BORN in the IMAGE and LIKENESS of A SINNER. God is NOT a sinner, fortunately. GOD IS glory, light, righteousness, justice, love, grace, peace, truth, power and life. The absence or rejection of God is darkness, unrighteousness, hatred, lies, lust, greed, vanity and all other sin and death. The image of God is a display for sinful man, of what the invisible God is. 

Strong’s Concordance lists “image” in Genesis 1:26 as being the word:

H6754
צלם
tselem
tseh'-lem
From an unused root meaning 
to shade; a phantom, 
that is, (figuratively) illusion, resemblance; 
hence a representative figure, 
especially an idol: - image, vain shew.

So, from the context, we can understand this use of the word “image” to mean: 	TO SHADE, OR A RESEMBLANCE, A FIGURE, IDOL, OR IMAGE. So, an image would be something that exposes what the unseen, real thing is like. That is what the Son of God did for mankind. His life declared what God the Father is like.

John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time, 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath DECLARED him.

Christ, the firstborn, which was the second issue in Colossians 1:15, will be covered in Colossians 1:18.

God’s Praiseworthiness: As The Creator

Let us look further in Colossians 1, starting at verse 16.

Colossians 1:16,  For by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, and for him:

In Colossians 1, verse 16, we learn about the Creator God. Back in Genesis 1, verse 26, we read that God is plural, more than one. Further back, in Genesis 1, verse 2 we can see reference to: GOD, and THE SPIRIT of God who are involved in the creation.

But here in Colossians 1, verse 16, we find out there is a third person that is the Creator God. Colossians 1, verse 13 tells us that it is God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:13) that is the Creator, too. The Word of God not only created things which were visible, and invisible, the earth and the heaven, but he also created thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. Not only were all things created by Christ, but they were created for him.
	
Colossians 1:17,  And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist.

Colossians 1, verse 17 tells us that all things consist by him, and it reiterates what John said in 

John 1:1,  In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.
2,  The same was in the beginning with God.
3,  All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4,  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

But Paul can describe Jesus Christ further than John could. Paul’s revelations were LATER and FULLER. Paul said:

Colossians 1:18,  And he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, 
the FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.
Colossians 1:19,  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

Here, we see that the term “firstborn from the dead” refers to Christ’s resurrection. Jesus had been ALIVE, born of water, but He DIED, and then was BORN AGAIN of the Spirit, the renewing of the Holy Ghost whom he had before. So, Jesus was the first one, born again from the dead.

END OF PART03 of 12, Col.1:14-19.- START OF PART04 of 12, Col.1:20-29.

God’s Praiseworthiness: As Reconciler

Colossians 1:20,  (the Father is speaking) 
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile ALL things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or 
things in heaven.

This matches what Paul said in 2nd Corinthians 5:18-19, and Romans 4, verses 22-25.

2 Corinthians 5:18, And all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
19, To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

Romans 4:22,  And THEREFORE it was IMPUTED to him FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
23,  Now it was not written for his sake alone, 
that it was imputed to him;
24,  But for us also, to whom IT SHALL BE IMPUTED, 
IF WE BELIEVE ON HIM that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
25,  Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification.

Praise God that he made peace through the blood of his cross. There is no more separation from God, and His gospel of salvation. There is no longer a wall, keeping Gentiles away from a holy God, as in Leviticus 20, verses 22-26.

Leviticus 20:22,  Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, 
and all my judgments, and do them: 
that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, 
spue you not out.
Leviticus 20:23,  And ye shall NOT walk in the manners of the nation, 
which I cast out before you: 
for they committed all these things, 
and therefore I abhorred them.
Leviticus 20:24,  But I have said unto you, 
Ye shall inherit their land, 
and I will give it unto you to possess it, 
a land that floweth with milk and honey: 
I am the LORD your God, 
which have separated you from other people.

God separated Israel and Himself from the rest of us. In Genesis 12:3, God made an exception for those who would BLESS ISRAEL, but for most of the world, we were alienated from God and Israel.

Leviticus 20:25,  Ye shall therefore put difference 
between clean beasts and unclean, 
and between unclean fowls and clean: 
and ye shall not make your souls ABOMINABLE 
by beast, or by fowl, 
or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, 
which I have separated from you as unclean.

Israel was given the Law of Moses as a minimum degree of holiness that they needed to be God’s people. Included in that law was the need for them to be SEPARATE from common, profane, unclean and ungodly things and activities, to start to be holy enough to be God’s people, and to have God for their God.

Leviticus 20:26,  And ye shall be holy unto me: 
for I the LORD am holy, 
and have severed you from other people, 
that ye should be mine.

There you can clearly see that Israel’s separation from the rest of us was so by keeping the law,  they would be holy enough to be GOD’S PEOPLE. Of Course, God knew what would be the outcome of that 1500 year arrangement.

Deuteronomy 31:26,  Take this book of the law, 
and put it in the side of 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, 
that it may be there FOR A WITNESS AGAINST THEE.

The Law of Moses was intended to be a WITNESS AGAINST a microcosm of humanity (Israel) that demonstrated for all of us that no one can BE GOOD ENOUGH, or BEHAVE WELL ENOUGH to be with a holy God.

Get ready! Here comes another one of God’s “BUT NOWs,” or in this case, it is “YET NOW.”

Colossians 1:21,  And you, that were sometime ALIENATED and 
ENEMIES in your mind by wicked works, 
YET NOW hath he reconciled

See how that matches what Paul said earlier.

2 Corinthians 5:19,  To wit, that God was in Christ, 
RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

Here in verse 21, as in verse 20, Paul reiterates that Christ RECONCILED ALL to himself.
Again, who was reconciled?

Colossians 1:21,  And YOU, that were sometime ALIENATED and 
ENEMIES in your mind by wicked works, 
YET NOW hath he reconciled
Colossians 1:22,  In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

When does the Bible speak of a presentation like that, after which the believer’s account is clear? He reconciled you to present you holy, unblameable, and unreproveable.

Colossians 1:23,  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

“TO EVERY CREATURE” is another evidence that Paul has been sent to ALL PEOPLE by the time he wrote to the Colossians. You don’t find those explicit references before Paul was sent to ALL PEOPLE after his temple vision of Christ.

According to Colossians 1, verse 20, Jesus Christ made peace and reconciled all things to himself. THIS MEANS YOU. Christ reconciled you so that you could be holy, unblameable, and unreproveable. But it’s not automatic. If you REFUSE to believe unto yourself, the gospel of salvation, you remain lost, condemned, alienated, and enemies of God. You have a choice to either balk, frustrating the grace of God by NOT believing the gospel, or else YOU CONTINUE IN that series of provisions the Lord has made for you, with the next part, the only part you have, which is TO CONTINUE ON to the next step, by exercising faith in the gospel, being grounded and settled, or as Paul said it earlier, stablished. That is one of the four possible ways of rightly understanding this difficult text in Colossians 1, verse 23.

Of course, in another way of understanding it, a person could think that It is conditional, and that your salvation depends on you staying grounded and settled in the faith. The ERROR of that OPINION is that there simply is no other Pauline scripture to support that ambiguous reading. Paul always preaches just the opposite of that. Paul preaches that we are securely sealed in the body of Christ until Christ catches us up in the redemption of our body. All through the scriptures, anytime it is mentioned that a people can fail to endure to the end, or they might fail to overcome, or they might backslide, the inspired writer is ALWAYS REFERRING ONLY TO ISRAEL, NOT to the body of Christ believers in the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins.

Another way of understanding Colossians 1, verse 23 is that the verse may be referring to what is to occur at the JUDGMENT SEAT of Christ. God guarantees in Romans 8, verse 29, that believers in Paul’s gospel are predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son. So, by the time we finish at the judgment seat of Christ, we will all be holy, unblameable, and unreproveable. But, going into the judgment seat of Christ, some of us stand to lose some rewards. Some of us who are saved, will go into that Bema seat being BLAMEABLE and REPROVEABLE for what we did or didn’t do regarding our BUILDING ON THE FOUNDATION of Christ. The “IF” in Colossians 1, verse 23, may refer to the situation where some will go into the judgment seat of Christ never having doubted the salvation gospel after having believed, and so they enter the judgment seat of Christ as HOLY, UNBLAMEABLE AND UNREPROVEABLE as they are when they exit it.

There is one more way that I know of looking at the “IF” in Colossians 1, verse 23.
One use of the word “IF” is as a CONFIRMATION RATHER THAN A CONDITION.

Consider this. A dad tells his son “IF YOU ARE my son, then put down the video game remote controller, and start working on your homework.” Or a mom says to her daughter, “IF YOU ARE my daughter, then quit texting, and get that room cleaned up.” You can see this use of the word “IF” is NOT CONDITIONAL at all, but rather it builds a case on the certainty that without a doubt, the person is the parent’s child. We can see that clearly demonstrated in 

Colossians 3, verse 1.
“IF ye then be risen with Christ, 
SEEK those things which are above”
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.


In that verse, the word “if” is not a CONDITIONAL statement. It’s a CONFIRMATION of your situation and position.

So, there are five ways of understanding the “IF” in Colossians 1, verse 23. Four of the five ways match the rest of Paul’s epistles to us, that we are not in a conditional state of being saved. We are in A SECURE STATE of salvation. Once a person believes Paul’s gospel of salvation, God seals him in his righteousness, so that God always sees that saved person as being UNBLAMEABLE AND REPROVEABLE.

Let’s not miss the second part of: 

Colossians 1, verse 23,  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel,
which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

This second half of the verse has two nuggets in it. The first is that by that time, the gospel with a heavenly hope had been preached to EVERY CREATURE which is under heaven. Paul’s wording here echoes what he wrote to Titus in 

Titus 2:11,  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to ALL MEN,	

This fact is unsearchable in the scripture before Paul’s Acts 18:22 temple vision. It had been unknown that a gospel of salvation would be offered to all people WITHOUT regard for Israel. This confirms that Paul’s epistle to the Colossians and Laodiceans was written after Paul’s temple vision.

The second nugget in the second half of Colossians 1, verse 23, is that Paul was made a minister, a waiter, a server of that gospel to all the Gentiles.

Let’s continue on with: 

Colossians 1, verse 24, (talking about Paul),
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in MY FLESH 
for his body's sake, which is the church:
Colossians 1:25,  Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me FOR YOU, 
to fulfil the word of God;

Paul knew his sending at that time. Part of that sending was to be afflicted for the sake of the body of Christ. Therefore, he rejoices in his sufferings for them. Paul did NOT suffer for THEIR SINS. CHRIST SUFFICIENTLY DID THAT. Paul suffered that the body of Christ might HEAR the word of God. Verse 25 tells us of what Paul was made a minister, a server. God dispensed to Paul the WORD OF GOD, for Paul to dispense to us. In dispensing the word of God to us, it was acknowledged to be the word of God, by the body of Christ prophets. 

1 Corinthians 14:37  If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord.

Then, it was to be taught far and wide by those 10,000 instructors (teachers).

1 Corinthians 4:15  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers: 
for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

Notice that Paul talks of the dispensation of God.
How does God dispense Himself.
Paul tells us that two verses later in:

Colossians 1:27  To whom God would make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

The dispensing of God Himself into the believer 
is by means of “CHRIST IN YOU”.

Paul goes on in Colossians 1, verse 26 to tell the topic of the word of God he was to dispense.

Colossians 1:26,  Even the mystery which hath been 
hid from ages and from generations, 
but now is made manifest to his saints:
Colossians 1:27,  To whom GOD WOULD MAKE KNOWN what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

A mystery is a secret. God had kept a secret untold throughout the writing of the old testament and Christ’s coming to earth in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. At the due time, God made that secret known about the newly revealed GOSPEL going to the Gentiles. The riches of the glory of this secret or mystery AMONG the Gentiles, is Christ in you, the hope of glory. This is another of Paul’s proofs that Colossians was written after Paul was sent to all men, not just to the Jews and Greeks.

Colossians 1:28,  Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

In verse 28, Paul tells that the suffering and affliction in which he rejoices, involves preaching and teaching to EVERY man, and warning EVERY man of their lost, condemned condition unless they believe the gospel of Christ crucified for their sins. Here again, Paul confirms that he has been sent to ALL MEN by the time he wrote to the Colossians and Laodiceans. Then Paul echoes the 2nd Timothy 3:16-17 fact, that by the newly revealed word of God, Paul “may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” We hear that reiterated in:

2 Timothy 3:16, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness:
2 Timothy 3:17, That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works.

Colossians 1:29,  Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.

This wrap-up statement of Paul also echoes another of his writings about God doing the work.

Philippians 1:6, Being confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

END OF PART04 of12, Col.1:20-29.-START OF PART05 of 12, Col.2:1-10. 

Colossians 2:1,  ¶For I would that ye knew what great CONFLICT I have for you, 
and for them at Laodicea, 
and for as many as have NOT seen my face in the flesh;

Paul names three sections in this new target audience, “all men.” Let’s see what is the meaning of that word “conflict”. Strong’s Concordance says this about “conflict.”

______________________________________
G73
agōn
ag-one'
From G71; properly a place of assembly (as if led), 
that is, (by implication) a contest (held there); 
figuratively an effort or anxiety: 
- conflict, contention, fight, race.
_____________________________________

With that in mind, it appears that Paul is laying out the way he will conduct his later sending. He calls it a conflict. The context indicates that the conflict is not so much that of people arguing with him. But rather, it is a conflict in the sense of a contest, effort, contention, or a race. And when it is viewed with the surrounding comments, Paul is talking about his approach in the recent sending he received, to all men, as he said in Colossians 2, verse 1, “for you”, and “for them,” and “for as many as have NOT seen my face.” 

Paul also describes this “conflict” in:

1 Corinthians 9:22,  To the weak became I as weak, 
that I might gain the weak: 
I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some.
23,  And this I do for the gospel's sake, 
that I might be partaker thereof with you. 
24,  Know ye not that they which RUN IN A RACE run all, 
but one receiveth the prize? 
SO RUN, that YE may obtain.
25,  And every man that STRIVETH for the mastery 
is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; 
but we an INCORRUPTIBLE.
26,  I therefore so run, NOT as uncertainly; 
so FIGHT I, not as one that beateth the air:
27,  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway. (from preaching to others)

In the context, when Paul talks about being a castaway, he is referring to being cast away from his preaching. Paul never even hints that believers in his gospel from Christ  could ever be castaway from salvation. That would contradict all that Christ revealed to our apostle Paul. You cannot find Paul’s salvation in this context. You can only find Paul’s preaching of the gospel to others.

Paul was talking about FIGHTING the good FIGHT, so that he can finish the COURSE.

2 Timothy 4:5,  But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.
6,  For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.
7,  I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith:
8,  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and NOT to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

So, When Paul uses the word “conflict” here,  he is NOT saying, “Oh no, everyone is against me.” To paraphrase what Paul is saying in Colossians 2, verse 1, it is as if Paul said, 

“Here is how you can expect me to carry out 
my new ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God to all men.”

Colossians 2:1,  “For I would that ye knew 
what great CONFLICT I have for you….” 


Colossians 2:2 gives more details of how Paul says he will carry out his new ministry.

Colossians 2:2a,  That their hearts might be comforted, 

Comfort speaks of peace, as in Romans 5:1, “being justified by faith, we have peace with God”. Resting in SALVATION.

Colossians 2:2b,  being knit together in love, 

(Ephesians 4:16,  “From whom the whole body fitly JOINED TOGETHER and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itself in LOVE.”)

Being edified in love by the functioning of the body of Christ.

Colossians 2:2c,  and unto all riches of 
the full assurance of understanding, 

(how much UNDERSTANDING?)

to the acknowledgement of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

Ephesians 3:3-4,  How that by revelation 
he made known unto me THE MYSTERY; 
(as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, 
WHEN YE READ, 
YE MAY UNDERSTAND my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

UNDERSTANDING enough to acknowledge the secret that God had hid until he revealed your salvation to Paul.

Colossians 2:3,  In whom are hid 
all the treasures of WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.

Wisdom and knowledge comes from God. Wisdom and knowledge has to do with receiving the newly inspired WORD OF GOD, the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the REVELATION of the mystery. Paul wrote the information that over in Corinth, the manifestation of the Spirit was given to every man. Then, the first two signs he mentions with which they were gifted, were God’s word of wisdom, and of knowledge. In other words, God’s latest instructions were NOT revealed before Christ’s revelations to Paul. And, Christ’s revelation to Paul did NOT come, until God’s previous revelation had been REJECTED BY ISRAEL. In Christ “are hid all the treasures of WISDOM and KNOWLEDGE.” They were hid from the scriptures before Paul’s salvation.

Colossians 2:4,  ¶And this I say, lest any man should 
beguile you with enticing words.

A large part of what Paul testifies to them is to avoid those that turn away from the TRUTH, not enduring SOUND DOCTRINE.

Colossians 2:5,  For though I be absent in the flesh, 
yet am I with you in the spirit, 
joying and beholding your order, 
and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

Notice Paul’s specific use of the word “I.” “I be absent…” “yet am I with you….” Othen people think there is something mystical about being in church. They think that if they miss church, that they are “there in the spirit” because of this verse. If you write a general letter to your church, 	That does NOT mean that you are there in the spirit.  But Paul was there in the spirit. How can that be? What is the difference?

The difference is that Paul’s writings were inspired of God (Spirit breathed). But your writings are NOT inspired scripture. When the Colossians and Laodiceans read Paul’s writings, It wasn’t just a letter, it was an official epistle. In reading Paul’s Holy Spirit, inspired epistle, they were actually reading what Paul’s spirit SAID, AS he was inspired of the Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit was there with them, in their midst. So, Paul, the writer, was there with them in the spirit.

From what Paul went on to say, he was writing about what he had heard of them, joyful to hear about their “order” and stedfast… faith.

Then, he goes on to coach them, summarizing and applying verse five.

Colossians 2:6,  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him:

This same enablement to walk, coming from the indwelt Christ is seen in other passages too.

Galatians 5:25 If we LIVE in the Spirit, 
let us also WALK in the Spirit.

The believer’s walk is the spiritual outcome of our life in the Spirit.

Ephesians 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, 
but now are ye light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light:

Since you are “light in the Lord,” Walk as children of light.

Colossians 3:1 IF ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Here, Paul reminds the believer of his connection with the risen, ascended Christ, and TO SEEK things that are in Christ’s realm. In the very next verse, Colossians 3:2, Paul tells the believer that you do NOT have to be a slave of your affection, but that you can actually: 

Colossians 3:2 “Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth.”

Then in verses six and seven, Paul again links a person’s behavior to his life. (NOT his LIFE to his BEHAVIOR).

Colossians 3:6 For which things' sake the wrath of God 
cometh on the children of disobedience:
Colossians 3:7 In the which ye also walked some time, 
when ye lived in them.

You can see how the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience. BUT, the believer is in Christ, an heir of God, a joint heir with Christ, no longer a child of disobedience, no longer condemned to God’s wrath.

We will get into more of that in Colossians chapter three. But now, let’s get back to: 

Colossians 2:6 AS ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
SO WALK ye in him:

There are two ways this is taught. The  one way of understanding verse 6, is to understand it as exhortation, such as, “As it is that you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so it is that you are obligated to walk In him.” Because of what the verses around it teach, I understand verse 6 NOT to be that legalistic exhortation.

Because of its context, my understanding of it is that Colossians two, verse six is a comparison, such as, “in the way that you do this, then in that same way, do that other thing”. So, the verse would be saying, In the same way that you received Christ Jesus the Lord to be saved, In that same way, walk your daily walk in him. Remember that it is the Jews that require a sign. A sign is something you can see. Whereas, Paul tells us in 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, NOT by sight:)

We don’t need signs like the Jews do. We walk by faith. We walk in the way we received Christ, through faith. 

Colossians 2:6 AS ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
SO walk ye in him:

Verse seven summarizes verses five and six. 

Colossians 2:7,  Rooted and built up in him, 
and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.

 Paul mentions that they are to abound in what he taught them: ROOTED in Him (Christ), BUILT UP in Him, and STABLISHED in the faith.

Colossians 2:8,  Beware lest any man SPOIL you 

(to the victor, go THE SPOILS)

Colossians 2:8,  Beware lest any man SPOIL you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, 
and NOT after Christ.

Here in verse eight, Paul alerts them to the negative things, the grace killers to avoid. Beware of being raided and pillaged (SPOILED), through man’s philosophy, and vain deceit, which lie in the traditional rituals, habits and CONFORMations of the world.

The believer does NOT need all the trappings of the world, of men, and of religion.

Colossians 2:9,  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Here, we see that when Christ came to earth in Philippians 2:7-8, He did NOT empty Himself of His deity.

Philippians 2:7,  But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men:
Philippians 2:8,  And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.

However, in doing all of that, still it is true that 

Colossians 2:9,  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Colossians 2:10,  And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power:

That is a very complete statement, isn’t it?

”ye are complete in him.”

You don’t have to ask for blessings in the future, for in Christ, we read in:

Ephesians 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
WHO HATH BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 
in heavenly places in Christ:

Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power:

You don’t have to seek signs, manifestations or evidence. That which is perfect, has come. We are reading it when we say:

“ye are complete in him.”

You don’t have to wait for God’s forgiveness until you remember and confess each sin.

“ye are complete in him.”

You don’t have to go through Israel’s kingdom rituals, like baptism and circumcision and the Passover feast.

“ye are complete in him.”

You don’t have to avoid offending Jewish kingdom believers before their casting away. That position was cast away in Acts 28, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. So, there is no need to wear or avoid head coverings in the meetings, and There is no need to avoid eating food offered to idols. There is no need to avoid offending the believing Jews who eat NO pork.

“ye are complete in him.”

You no longer are commanded to work six days.

“ye are complete in him.”

You no longer are commanded to rest on the seventh day.

“ye are complete in him.”

In Romans seven, God knows that sin will be in your members until the redemption of the body, In the meantime, God has spiritually and positionally seated us believers in heavenly places IN CHRIST JESUS.

Colossians 2:10 “And ye are complete 
in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power:”

END OF PART05 of 12, Col.2:1-10.-START OF PART06 of 12, Col.2:11-15.
 
Different Believers’ Positions

Colossians 2:11,  “In whom also ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in PUTTING OFF the body of the sins of the flesh 
BY the circumcision of Christ:”

That verse always used to puzzle me. The wording tells us plainly that Paul is NOT talking about physical circumcision on the eighth day. But, what is it talking about? Sometimes a hard to understand sentence can be better understood when you switch the order of the sentence. For instance, “ye are complete in him.” is the same as “In him, ye are complete.” But in some cases, it exposes the meaning of the sentence. Bible believers need to be careful NOT to change the meaning of the verse, but only to expose the true, existing meaning of the verse. 

Consider Colossians 2, verse 11, REARRANGED: 
“In whom also” 
“In putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, 
BY the circumcision of Christ,” 
“YE ARE circumcised with 
the circumcision MADE WITHOUT HANDS, 
by the circumcision of Christ:”

It becomes clearer yet when you realize that the circumcision of Christ which put off the body of the sins of the flesh, was NOT the circumcision, made with hands on the eighth day after his birth. It was when Christ (having been made our sin) was cut off from the land of the living, AT THE CROSS. 

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Romans 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus;
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Remember that Jesus Christ never sinned. He was the only person eligible to be our mediator between God and man. Only Jesus Christ could be made “to be sin for us”.

Colossians 2:11,  “In whom also ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in PUTTING OFF the body of the sins of the flesh 
BY the circumcision of Christ:”

Look at what Colossians 2:11 says about the circumcision of Christ without hands.
“The circumcision of Christ”, “PUTTING OFF the body of the sins of the flesh.”
Remember that those sins of the flesh were not sinned by Jesus Christ. They were our sins that sinless Jesus Christ was made to be for us. The circumcision of Christ is the putting off of those sins of ours that Christ was made to be.

Look at what Isaiah prophesied TO Israel, ABOUT Israel:

Isaiah 53:6,  All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath LAID ON HIM the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:7,  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened NOT his mouth: 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth.
Isaiah 53:8,  He was taken from prison and from judgment: 
and who shall declare his generation? 
for HE WAS CUT OFF OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
Isaiah 53:9,  And he made his grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth.

When did Jesus Christ PUT OFF “the body of the sins of the flesh”? The cross was when Christ put off the body of the sins of the flesh that He had been made to be, so that we might be made the righteousness of God, IN HIM. Christ PUT OFF the body of the sins of the flesh, WHEN he died for our sins. Within Colossians 2, verse 11, the circumcision of Christ is described as the circumcision made WITHOUT HANDS. That is the circumcision of Christ that Colossians 2, verse 11 is talking about.

That not only matches the context of the verses that follows it, but it also matches the context of:

Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.

When Christ was crucified, he died on the cross for our sins. When we are crucified with Christ, we are:

		“Buried with him in baptism….”

Let us look at:

Colossians 2:12,  Buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead.

That is the circumcision of Christ to which the previous verse REFERS.

	“Buried with him” 

That implies a death with him, 
	
a “putting off the body of the sins of the flesh.”

That also matches the context of Romans 6, verses 2, through 4, starting with:

Romans 6:2,  God forbid. 
How shall we, that ARE DEAD to sin, 
live any longer therein?
Romans 6:3,  Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into HIS DEATH?
Romans 6:4,  Therefore we are BURIED WITH HIM by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Just a reminder that:

Ephesians 4:4,  There is one BODY, 
and one SPIRIT, 
even as ye are called in one HOPE of your calling;
Ephesians 4:5,  One LORD, 
one FAITH, 
ONE BAPTISM,

Paul tells us what is that “ONE BAPTISM.”

1st Corinthians 12:13, For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

When a person believes Paul’s “gospel of Christ” crucified for our sins, he is “crucified with Christ,” “buried with Him by baptism into death,” that baptism being the “one baptism,” that “by one Spirit are we all baptized INTO ONE BODY.”

Before I understood to rightly divide the gospel and doctrine of the body of Christ, from the gospel and doctrine of Israel in the rest of the Bible, I used to think that when Colossians 2, verse 11 referred to us being circumcised BY THE circumcision of Christ, it was TYING US to Israel’s covenants in the “OLD TESTAMENT.” But now I see that the truth is the reverse of that.
Israel’s covenant of circumcision was the shadow of the fact which was NOT revealed until it was revealed to Paul after Acts 8. 

What body of the sins of the flesh did Israel’s circumcision PUT OFF?

Paul tells us in Romans 4, verse 11, that the sign of circumcision was 

“a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he (Abraham) had 
yet being uncircumcised….” 

Israel needed righteousness. Their problem was identified by Paul in 

Romans 9, verses 31, and 32, 
“… Because they sought it NOT by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law.”

Israel often rebelled to such a point that Moses had to say to Israel to 

“circumcise therefore the FORESKIN OF YOUR HEART, 
and be no more STIFFNECKED.” 

It is even more clear when we read it in context. Let us start in Deuteronomy 10, verse 12, and read through verse 16.

Deuteronomy 10:12,  ¶And now, Israel, 
what doth the LORD thy God REQUIRE OF THEE, 
but to fear the LORD thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and 
to love him, and 
to serve the LORD thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul,
Deuteronomy 10:13,  To keep the commandments of the LORD, 
and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?
Deuteronomy 10:14,  Behold, the heaven and 
the heaven of heavens IS THE LORD'S thy God, 
the earth also, 
with all that therein is.
Deuteronomy 10:15,  Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers 
to love them, 
and he chose their seed after them, 
even you ABOVE all people, as it is this day.
Deuteronomy 10:16,  CIRCUMCISE THEREFORE the foreskin 
OF YOUR HEART, 
and be no more STIFFNECKED.

As it turns out, Israel’s circumcision seems from scripture to most likely be an Old Testament MANIFESTATION oF the Colossians 3:9 fact that people need to 

“put off the old man with his deeds, 

Circumcision is a sign of the cutting off of the vanity, self-reliance, and rebellion AGAINST GOD. Or, as Paul says regarding our 

“circumcision made without hands”, 

And in Colossians 2:11, he calls it a 

“putting off the body of the sins of the flesh BY the circumcision of Christ.” 

“Putting off the body of the sins of the flesh” 

compares well in Colossians 3:9 to 

“put off the old man with his deeds;” 

Paul starts this next section with this beautiful assurance of our salvation, and that the accomplishment of it depends fully on God, NOT at all on us.

Colossians 2:13,  ¶And you, being dead in your sins and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you ALL trespasses;

“being dead in your sins” 

illustrates our helplessness to do anything to save ourselves.
	
“the uncircumcision of your flesh”

shows that those Colossians had not even claimed God’s Genesis 12:3 exception for Gentiles to be blessed.

	“(And you…) hath he quickened together with him,”

Our being quickened TOGETHER with him, reflects what Paul said earlier about AFTER the believer is, circumcised without hands, baptized into his death, and crucified with him, THEN we are raised TOGETHER with him, quickened, enlivened.

As the scripture about, “put off the old man with his deeds;” is followed by “and have put on the new man”, in the same way, Israel’s circumcision is followed by: God’s condition for Israel to BE WITH GOD, and to BE GOD’S PEOPLE?

Leviticus 20:26  And ye shall be holy unto me: FOR I the LORD am holy, 
and have severed you from other people, THAT ye should be mine.

That demonstrates the necessity of God remaining “just,” no matter what.

Romans 3:26,  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might BE JUST, 
AND the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

For God to remain just WHILE justifying us, our sins must be taken out of the way. Therefore we read in Colossians 2, verse 13, “having forgiven you ALL trespasses;” That fact of total all-encompassing FORGIVENESS is precious to both US, and to GOD.

In Colossians 2, verse 13, Paul had labeled his audience as at one time ”being dead in your sins AND the uncircumcision of your flesh”.  There was something that 

“was against us” 

who were 

”…dead in your sins AND the uncircumcision of your flesh….”

It was 

“contrary to us.”

We needed for it to be 

“TAKEN out of the way,” 

before we could be 

“forgiven … ALL trespasses,” 

and 

“quickened TOGETHER with him.”

Colossians 2, verse 13, has told us of both the problem and the solution.
But, Colossians 2, verse 14, tells how God accomplished the solution to our problem.

Colossians 2:14,  Blotting out the handwriting of ORDINANCES 
that was AGAINST US, which was CONTRARY to us, 
and TOOK IT out of the way, 
NAILING IT TO HIS CROSS;
Colossians 2:15,  And having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a shew of them openly, 
TRIUMPHING OVER THEM in IT.

At first, God had written those ordinances with his own finger. So, it really was 

”the handwriting of ordinances.”

Look at:

Deuteronomy 9:10,  And the LORD delivered unto me 
two tables of stone WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF GOD; 
and on them was written according to all the words, 
which the LORD spake with you in the mount 
out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly.

God blotted out the handwriting of those Law of Moses ordinances which STOOD AGAINST US, by 

“nailing it to his cross.”

Colossians 2:14,  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, 
NAILING IT TO HIS CROSS;
Colossians 2:15,  And having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them IN IT.

In so doing, God spoiled (raided, defeated, and took booty from) the principalities and powers, triumphing over them, taking out of the way, that wall of ordinances that stood against us, and parted between us, and God, and God’s people.
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Ordinances

The Bible refers to two types, or stages of ordinances, and the one is dependent on the other, so that they are in two stages.

The Bible often refers to Israel’s Law of Moses as ordinances. That is the primary use of the word “ordinance” in the Bible. That primary use of the word was used for centuries before Jesus came to earth as the Son of God, the Messiah

But there is a secondary use of the word “ordinance” in the Bible. Those secondary ordinances are dependent on the primary, Law of Moses ordinances. In the next few verses, Paul talks about those secondary ordinances that had been put in place during the diminishing of Israel. We CANNOT talk about those secondary ordinances without talking about BOTH ASPECTS of them, the initial need for them, and then the hindrance that they can be AFTER THE NEED is gone.

During Israel’s diminishing, in Romans 11, verse 5, Paul was acutely concerned with saving the 

		“remnant according to the election of grace.” 

To that purpose, we see in 

First Corinthians 9, verse 20, that 
“unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews.” 

And regarding the God-fearing Greeks, blessed by God through compliance with the commonwealth of Israel, Paul said, 

“to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might GAIN THEM that are under the law.”

But after Israel’s diminishing, ENDED WITH their blinding and casting away in Acts 28, all those accommodating secondary ORDINANCES had no necessity, purpose, application or use. They became distractions, weights, and hindrances. Because of that difference, we see Paul dividing rightly between the need for the ordinances before Israel’s casting away, and the inordinate retention of those same ordinances after Israel’s casting away in the last half chapter of Acts.

So just briefly, we will look at Paul’s praise of the Corinthians for keeping the ordinances, while Israel was still in their diminishing, and Paul was dispensing the gospel of Christ.

1 Corinthians 11:1,  ¶Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ.
1 Corinthians 11:2,  Now I praise you, brethren, 
that ye remember me in all things, 
and KEEP THE ORDINANCES, 
as I delivered them to you.

That is pretty self-explanatory. They did good to KEEP the ordinances. But remember the people, the conditions, and the time period in which that was true.

Now, compare that to Paul’s later writings that discourage the use of the ordinances AFTER the casting away of Israel. Here, Paul addresses the needless distraction of continuing the ordinances after they BECOME USELESS.

Colossians 2:16,  ¶Let no man therefore judge you 
in meat, 
or in drink, 
or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, 
or of the sabbath days:
Colossians 2:17,  Which ARE A SHADOW of things to come; 
but THE BODY is of Christ.

Here Paul uses a figure of speech about a “body” that casts a “shadow.” According to First Corinthians 1, verse 30, Some of the “body” of truth is that Jesus Christ is the believer’s 

wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.

In Colossians 2, verse 16, the mixture of ordinances that Paul lists, had been part of the “shadow” that could have helped Israel to begin to understand that “body” of truth which is Jesus Christ, so they would receive their Messiah.

From here in Colossians 2, verse 18, through the end of the chapter, Paul writes about God’s plan and power, and about the hindrances from it by the FLESH and the DEVIL, before he SUPPLIES THE REMEDY in Colossians chapter Three.

Remember that to “beguile” IS to deceive or to trick.

Colossians 2:18,  Let no man beguile you of your reward 
in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath NOT seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

Satan, the devil, will always try to beguile you of your reward. Remember how Jesus Christ described the devil in:

John 8:44,  Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode NOT in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: 
for HE IS A LIAR, and the father of it.

The devil is the father of lies. If you allow someone to beguile you, then, you are allowing the influence of the devil into your life.

	”LET no man beguile you of your reward.”

Paul talks more here  about a couple of fleshly things to avoid in 

Colossians 2:18: 

“a voluntary humility,” 

and 

“worshipping of angels.”

Paul says that those unseen, fleshly things are merely deceptions of a vainly, puffed-up, fleshly mind. Those side-tracks come from 

“NOT holding the Head.”
Colossians 2:19,  And not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God.

Colossians 2, verse 19, is paralleled and expanded in:
Ephesians 4:12,  For the PERFECTING of the saints, 
for the WORK of the ministry, 
for the EDIFYING of the body of Christ:
13,  Till we all come in the UNITY 
of the FAITH, and 
of the KNOWLEDGE of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14,  That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15,  But speaking the truth in love, may GROW up into him in all things, 
which is THE HEAD, even Christ:
16,  From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh INCREASE of the body unto the EDIFYING of itself in love.
17,  ¶This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that ye henceforth walk NOT as other Gentiles walk, 
in the vanity of their mind,
18,  Having the understanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart:
19,  Who being past feeling have given themselves over 
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
20,  But ye have NOT so learned Christ;
21,  If so be that ye have heard him, 
and have been taught by him, 
as the truth is in Jesus:
22,  That ye PUT OFF concerning the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;
23,  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
24,  And that ye PUT ON the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Colossians 2:20,  Wherefore IF ye be dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world, 
WHY, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ORDINANCES,
Colossians 2:21,  (Touch NOT; taste NOT; handle NOT;
Colossians 2:22,  Which all are to perish with the using;) 
after the COMMANDMENTS AND DOCTRINES OF MEN?

Remember that we are the body of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:7,  (For we walk by faith, NOT by sight:)

We are a spiritual body, walking by faith. Israel is a physical nation, walking by sight, by their senses.

Colossians 2:23, Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom 
in will worship, 
and humility, 
and neglecting of the body; 
NOT in any honour 
to the satisfying of the flesh.

The beginning and end of verse 23 show the negative impact of the verse. The middle of the verse tells three things in which the commandments of men, and the doctrines of men indulge. All those three things are 

“not in any honour.”

They are 

“to the satisfying of the flesh.”

After the end of Israel’s diminishing, those secondary ordinances in Colossians 2:20 became a mere fleshly 

“SHEW of wisdom.” 

Like that Pharisee whose vain prayer went unheard by God, while the HUMBLE publican went down to his house JUSTIFIED. A fleshly 

“shew of wisdom” 

is NOT God’s will. Those over extended ordinances have a fleshly shew of wisdom in regard to at least these three areas,
in WILL worship, 
in HUMILITY, and 
in NEGLECTING of the body.
The term “will worship” is a dead give-away. So, don’t be fooled by any of the three. What is the source of “will worship?”

Isaiah 14:12,  How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
how art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didst weaken the nations!
Isaiah 14:13,  For thou hast said in thine heart, 
I WILL ascend into heaven, 
I WILL exalt my throne above the stars of God: 
I WILL sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north:
Isaiah 14:14,  	
I WILL ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I WILL be like the most High.
Isaiah 14:15,  Yet thou shalt be BROUGHT DOWN TO HELL, 
to the sides of the pit.
Isaiah 14:16,  They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, 
and consider thee, saying, 
Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, 
that did shake kingdoms;

I WILL ascend into heaven, 
I WILL exalt my throne above the stars of God: 
I WILL sit also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north:
     	I WILL ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I WILL be like the most High.

That is the source of “WILL worship.” I did it MY WAY.

A fleshly shew of wisdom is INCOMPATIBLE with humility. Its either a fleshly shew, or else humbleness, but NOT both. All three of the things in Colossians 2, verse 23, are fleshly and shewy things, including 

“neglecting of the body.”

All of them are vain attempts to gain a reputation for being more Godly. 

In closing this chapter, we can see that Paul has pinpointed the problem of CONTINUING THE ORDINANCES as a ritual after THEIR NEED IS GONE. Why was the need for the ordinances gone? Because, as of the last half chapter of Acts, when inspired Paul READ Isaiah’s curse to Israel, the peculiar treasure unto God was cast away and blinded. Israel was no longer God’s people. God was no longer Israel’s God. There was no more Israel to court with the gospel into the body of Christ.

Paul said in Colossians 2, verse 22, that those accommodating ordinances have become 	the commandments of men, and the doctrines of men.

There is the trouble, ISN’T IT? The continuing of those ordinances is from MAN’S DOING. For the believer in Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, the Law of Moses ordinances that were against us, were nailed to the cross. And so, those accommodating, secondary ordinances during Israel’s diminishing, are gone also, being dependent on the Law of Moses ordinances which stood as a WALL AGAINST US, but have been nailed to the cross. Before the end of Israel’s diminishing, Paul praises the believers in Corinth for keeping the ordinances in First Corinthians 11, verse 2. But after the end of Israel’s diminishing, Paul discourages the practice of the ordinances here in Colossians 2, verses 14, through 23.

END OF PART07 of 12, Col.2:16-23.-START OF PART08 of12, Col.3:1-10.

Colossians 3:1,  ¶IF ye then be risen with Christ, 
SEEK those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

In this verse, the word - “if” - is not a CONDITIONAL statement. It is a CONFIRMATION of your situation and position, which is used to know what to do next. That word, “IF,” is like what happens when you register for a college course. You enter the hall with four rooms in which to register. The sign over the first door says, “If you are a new FRESHMAN, enter here.” The sign over the second door says, “If you are a new sophomore, enter here.” The sign over the third door says, “If you are a new junior, enter here.” The sign over the fourth door says, 	“If you are a new senior, enter here.” Not one of those sentences or situations has any implication of losing your status as a student of whatever level you came in as.

Colossians 3:1 demonstrates what we showed in Colossians 1, verses 21, through 23. We can see here a demonstration of one way to understand what may be meant there. It can help us see the meaning of the word “IF” in verse 23 of Colossians 1, verses 21, through 23.

Colossians 1:21,  And you, that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled
Colossians 1:22,  In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:
Colossians 1:23,  IF ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be NOT moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Colossians 1:23 shows that Paul had been sent to all people by the time that the epistle of Colossians had been written.

Colossians 1, verse 23 says 
“if you continue in the faith.”

That could well be the confirmation of what happens to believers in Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. In connection with this, we need to remember:

Philippians 1:6, Being confident of this very thing, 
that HE which hath begun a good work in you 
WILL PERFORM IT until the day of Jesus Christ:

God is going to KEEP US IN OUR POSITION of being grounded and settled. 

Colossians 1:23 says “if you continue in the faith.”

That is exactly what God does for us. God causes us to 

“continue in the faith.”

The second part of 

Colossians 3, verse 1, tells us to 
“SEEK those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”

We in the body of Christ have a home, eternal in the heavens. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the children of Israel were never promised a home in the heavens. Israel was promised “the land,” on earth. 

Colossians 1:12  Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

So, we are to find fulfillment in seeking the things related to OUR INHERITANCE of eternal life in heaven, related to our new man.

Colossians 3:2,  Set your affection on things ABOVE, 
NOT on things on the earth.

We mentioned this verse in connection with Colossians 2, verse 6.
We saw that this verse shows that the life within us will affect our behavior, and our actions, as well as our attitudes and our desires. Paul tells the believer that you do NOT have to be A SLAVE of what your affection is for, but that you actually can, SET YOUR AFFECTION. SO, 

“SET YOUR AFFECTION on things above, 
NOT on things on the earth.”

Then, Paul tells us how to set our affection when we get down to Colossians 3:5. But the next verse, Colossians 3:3 informs us of the importance of remembering OUR POSITION in Christ, in order to set your affection.

Colossians 3:3,  For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:4,  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

CHRIST IS OUR LIFE. When Christ appears to catch us up, Then we appear with Him in glory. In verse 3, we are DEAD, and in verse 4, Christ is our LIFE. So then, we believers are related to both life and death. 

Paul writes about some of the general facts of resurrection in: 

1 Corinthians 15:44,  
It is SOWN a natural body; it is RAISED a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

Then Paul tells us some details of one of the mysteries revealed to him by Christ, specifically about the resurrection for those in the body of Christ. He says in: 

1 Corinthians 15:53,  
For this corruptible must PUT ON incorruption, 
and this mortal must PUT ON immortality.

But, for us believers in Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, we have already been MADE to 

“sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 2:6,  And HATH raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

That includes already having been given the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 1:13,  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
Ephesians 1:14,  Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
UNTIL THE REDEMPTION of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

The difference is that we still have the natural body, which Romans 7 calls 

“our members”.

That means although we ARE IN THE SPIRIT, IN ORDER TO WALK after the Spirit, we need to make that ROMANS 6:16 CHOICE.

Romans 6:16,  Know ye not, that 
to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether 
of sin unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteousness?

Paul repeats the need of making that choice again in Romans 6:19.

Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men 
because of the infirmity of your flesh: 
for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; 
even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness.

Paul goes on to describe that in Romans 7:17,20,23,25.

Romans 7:17, Now then it is no more I that do it, 
but SIN THAT DWELLETH IN ME.
Romans 7:20,  Now if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, 
but SIN THAT DWELLETH IN ME.
Romans 7:22,  For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:
Romans 7:23,  But I see another law IN MY MEMBERS, 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is IN MY MEMBERS.
Romans 7:25,  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but WITH THE FLESH the law of sin.

With that Romans 6:16 choice in mind, lets read what Paul writes next.

Colossians 3:5,  ¶Mortify therefore YOUR MEMBERS which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, 
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:
Colossians 3:6,  For which things' sake the wrath of God 
cometh on THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE:
Remember, who Paul just mentioned, 
	
”THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE.”

They will show up later, in Colossians 3:25.

Colossians 3:7,  In the which….

What does “in the which” mean? “In the which” means “in them.” (In the ones just mentioned). In “THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE.”

Colossians 3:7, In the which ye also walked some time, 
when YE LIVED IN THEM.

When they lived in who? When they lived in “THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE.” Those Colossian believers had been children of disobedience, as we can see in Colossians 3:5, and 8. But, God changes people. That is why we only restrict or remove people from this group, when they are a threat to other people in the group who want to listen and learn from the Bible. And, that is why we are NOT an ALL-AGREERS CLUB. Let us never forget that WE ALL STARTED OUT as CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE.


Colossians 3:8,  ¶BUT NOW 
ye also PUT OFF all these; 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
filthy communication out of your mouth.

Here we see a list of the things in the heart of us when WE WERE children of disobedience. We also see that they do NOT simply dissolve when Christ saves us. For us to walk in the good works for which we were created in Christ Jesus, we have to PUT OFF all those things:
put off the ANGER,
put off the WRATH, 
put off the MALICE, 
put off the BLASPHEMY, 
put off the FILTHY COMMUNICATION out of your mouth

That is why I cringe whenever I hear a grace teacher use filthy communication in their preaching. Colossians 3:8 says to PUT OFF all these forms of sins and misbehavior.

Now let us go to Colossians 3:9:

Colossians 3:9,  Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off 
the old man with his deeds;
Colossians 3:10,  And have put on 
the new man, 

Colossians 3:8 told us to PUT OFF our sins, and 	Colossians 3:9 tells us how we are able to do that. We already “have put off the old man with his deeds. The old man had to be PUT OFF, before the new man could be PUT ON. And now, believers already “have put on the new man.”

Colossians 3:9,  Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off 
the old man with his deeds;
Colossians 3:10,  And have put on 
the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge 
after THE IMAGE OF HIM that created him:

Colossians 3:9-10 talks about the 2 men. Who are they?

1st Corinthians 15:47 also talks about the 2 men, 
	but also, it identifies them.

1 Corinthians 15:47  
“The first man is of the earth, earthy: 
the second man IS THE LORD from heaven.”

So, of the two men, the Lord from heaven IS “the second man.”

But who is that first man? 1st Corinthians 15:45 identifies “the first man.”

1 Corinthians 15:45,  And so it is written, 
the first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

So, of the 2 men, Adam was “the first man.”
And The Lord Jesus Christ is “the second man.”

Now, what does that mean in Colossians 3:9-10?

Colossians 3:9,  Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off 
the old man (Adam) with his deeds;
Colossians 3:10,  And have put on 
the new man (Christ), 
which is renewed in knowledge 
after THE IMAGE OF HIM that created him:

How do we put on Christ the new man, and How do we get renewed in knowledge? The text says those believing Colossians already “HAVE PUT ON the NEW MAN.” So, putting on the new man, happens to us when we get saved by believing Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins.
That is the only way to get into Christ (Ephesians 3:6), into Christ’s death (Romans 6:3), AND into Christ’s body (1st Corinthians 12:13). Having put off the old man (Adam), how do we PUT OFF THE SINS of the flesh? We need to recognize and believe what God says about the believer’s situation and position. Once we have realized our God-given position of having the old man PUT OFF, Then, we are able to put off the old man’s MISBEHAVIOR, and MORTIFY OUR MEMBERS.

END OF PART08 of12, Col.3:1-10. -START OF PART09 of12, Col.3:11-17. 

Let us go on to Colossians 3:11, starting at Colossians 3:10.

Colossians 3:10,  And have put on 
the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge 
after THE IMAGE OF HIM that created him:

What IMAGE OF CHRIST can be seen today. “The body of Christ.” This is another indication that The new man, IS The body of Christ.

Colossians 3:11,  Where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: 
but Christ is all, and in all.

When a person gets saved, he/she leaves their former background, and becomes FORMERLY a Greek or Jew, FORMERLY circumcision or uncircumcision, FORMERLY Barbarian, Scythian, FORMERLY bond of free. Look at one other thing about who Paul includes in his list here after the end of Acts. Paul’s list in Colossians ADDS THE CATEGORY of Barbarian, Scythian that he omitted in his similar list in:

Galatians 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:12,  ¶Put on therefore, 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

JUST AS by faith we “have put off the old man (Adam) with his deeds, SO ALSO here, by faith we PUT ON the new man’s activities.

Colossians 3:13,  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even AS Christ forgave you, SO ALSO do ye.

The parallel verse in Ephesians is:

Ephesians 4:32, And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

Those verses are to be believed as they are stated. Christ has already died for you all your sins, to forgive you right up to and including your last sin you will commit on the last day you are alive before the catching up of the body of Christ. 

So then, why do people still need to be saved? Because, although forgiveness is a result of the grace of God, it is only applied to an individual, when that individual “RECEIVES” THAT GRACE of God to himself by faith.

Romans 3:22, Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all 
and upon all them THAT BELIEVE: 
for there is no difference:
1 Corinthians 15:1, Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
THE GOSPEL which I preached UNTO YOU, 
which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2, BY WHICH also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you (verse 1), 
unless ye have believed in vain.

Believing some past gospel, or a future gospel is to “have believed in vain,” Instead of having believed unto salvation.

Colossians 3:14,  And above all these things put on 
CHARITY, which is the BOND OF PERFECTNESS.

Believers already have put on Christ, being in Christ, by being in the body of Christ. But Paul is saying put on the behavior, demeanor, and attitude of CHARITY. And, you are able to do that, because you already have PUT ON the new man, Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:31,  But covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you a MORE EXCELLENT way.
1 Corinthians 13:1,  ¶Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not charity, 
I am become AS sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
1 Corinthians 13:13,  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but THE GREATEST OF THESE is charity.

Colossians 3:14,  And above all these things put on 
CHARITY, which is the BOND OF PERFECTNESS.

Paul preaches charity. Not only charity, but now Paul preaches peace

Colossians 3:15,  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
 to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Paul’s parallel epistle to the Ephesians adds some understanding about God’s peace.

Ephesians 4:3,  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.

Strong’s Concordance also describes the inspired, preserved word “BOND” as a “joint tie” or a “uniting principle.” So, God’s PEACE is a joiner, a unifier.

Believers are not only in the body of Christ, but, because God foreknew our choice to believe the gospel, we “ARE CALLED in one body.” To what are we called? We are called to 

“let the peace of God rule in your hearts.”

That means the faith of us believers has enabled us to relax and let GOD’S PEACE rule over our hearts.

Colossians 3:16,  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
SINGING with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

What happens when you 

”Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom?”

We can find out what happens IF we find out what follows after letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom. Let us look further in the verse.

Colossians 3:16,  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
TEACHING AND ADMONISHING one another 

Here, we see teaching and admonishing, both of which are SPEAKING the word of God.

Let us look further in the verse.

in PSALMS and HYMNS and SPIRITUAL SONGS, 
SINGING with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Here, we see SINGING. So far, we have 	
SPEAKING, and 
		SINGING.
Let us look in the next verse.

Colossians 3:17,  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
GIVING THANKS to God and the Father by him.

Here, we see THANKING.
So far, we have 	
SPEAKING, and 
		SINGING, and 
		THANKING.
And, the next verse brings up SUBMITTING.

Colossians 3:18,  ¶Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as it is fit in the Lord.

So, altogether here, we see that letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom PRODUCES: 
SPEAKING, 
SINGING, 
THANKING, and
SUBMITTING.

So, if we look in the Bible for 
SPEAKING, 
SINGING, 
THANKING, and
SUBMITTING,
Then we can find out what in the Bible, is equivalent to letting the WORD OF CHRIST DWELL IN YOU RICHLY in all wisdom.

Look in Ephesians 5:18-21:
Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 
but BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT;
Ephesians 5:19 SPEAKING to yourselves 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
SINGING and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
Ephesians 5:20 Giving THANKS always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
Ephesians 5:21 
SUBMITTING yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

There you have it.

What is it that Ephesians 5:18-21 says leads to:
	SPEAKING
	SINGING
	THANKING
	SUBMITTING?
We saw here that Ephesians 5:18-21 says that 
	to “BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT” leads to 
SPEAKING, 
SINGING, 
THANKING, and
SUBMITTING,

So, putting them together, when the Bible says to 

“be filled with the Spirit,” 

it is saying to 

“let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”

Sooner or later, all believers seem to ask, “How can I be FILLED WITH the Holy Spirit”. Here is your answer. LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL IN YOU RICHLY IN ALL WISDOM;

Don’t be misled. These verses say nothing about some other baptism. This is talking about filling, NOT baptizing. There is only one baptism today and it is by the Holy Spirit into the one body of Christ.

Being filled with the Spirit is a spiritual thing, NOT AN EMOTIONAL thing. Emotions might or might NOT follow being saved, and instantly baptized into the body of Christ, but emotions are NOT any part of being filled with the Spirit. The spirit is NOT the emotions. The emotions are part of the flesh NOT the spirit. The flesh is against the Spirit.

Galatians 5:17,  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the other: 
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

When God calls each of us to be filled with the Spirit, He is calling us to 
“LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL IN YOU RICHLY IN ALL WISDOM.”

END OF PART09 of12, Col.3:11-17. -START OF PART10 of12, Col.3:18-25.

HOW TO RELATE TO OTHERS

Let us go on to the next part of Colossians 3, about INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, or HOW TO RELATE TO OTHERS.

Colossians 3:18,  
¶Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as it is fit in the Lord.
Colossians 3:19,  
Husbands, love your wives, 
and be not bitter against them.

Notice that Paul puts a comment after the wives instruction and before the husbands instruction. So, those 2 sets of instructions are separate and independent of each other, separated by the comment, “as it is fit in the Lord.”

Those instructions are NO more conditional THAN your salvation is. The Bible does NOT instruct the wife that IF her husband loves her, she is to submit to him. The Bible does NOT instruct the husband that IF his wife submits to him, he is to love her.

Merely saying that out loud reveals the futility of applying Paul’s teaching here in a conditional manner. It is not the wife’s instruction to submit to her husband conditional upon whether or not her husband follows his instructions. It is not the husband’s instruction to love his wife conditional upon whether or not his wife follows her instructions.

That is the point in Christian marriage. It is an outworking of the grace of God shown us by God Himself. It is the DAILY PRACTICE of EXTENDING GRACE, GOD’S GRACE that you have been receiving.

If you haven’t been receiving God’s grace, RELAX! Let God’s grace BE SUFFICIENT for you. Believe on Christ to LIFE EVERLASTING. 

There is an interesting comment at the end of 

Colossians 3:19,
	“be NOT bitter against them.”

Why would a husband think he has the right to be bitter against his wife? The husband’s Bible instructions call for him to love his wife, whether or not she submits to him as the Bible instructs her. But, after a while of her breaking her instructions, the husband might begin to harbor a little frustration and anger.

Similarly for the wife, her Bible instructions call for her to submit to her husband, whether or not he loves her as the Bible instructs him. But, after a while of his breaking his Bible instructions, the wife might begin to harbor a little frustration and anger. Ephesians 4:26, has a word of wisdom about that type of situation.

“Be ye angry, and sin not: 	``
let not the sun go down upon your wrath:”

Do NOT let that anger continue and build up into BITTERNESS. So Paul says, 

“BE NOT BITTER against them.”

If you let bitterness build up, worse things will happen later. Before the sun goes down again, forgive each other. Remember that Ephesians 4:26 is talking about wrath, not just anger.

The best thing that Christian parents can do for their children is to model the Bible’s divine instructions in front of them. That invitingly opens the door for the children to be open to the gospel. Parents can’t expect their children to be eager to join in the way that caused disagreement, sorrow, conflict, and arguments between their parents, all their life.

Children learn LOVE for God, AND for their parents and neighbors, by seeing their father plan out, and execute a LOVING, unselfish life FOR his wife and their children. Children learn RESPECT for God, the civil law, their parents and neighbors, by seeing their mother hopefully, faithfully and unselfishly SUBMIT to her husband regarding her life and that of their children.

Then, Paul continues with more, brief, summary instructions for children and parents.

Colossians 3:20,  
Children, obey your parents in all things: 
for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
Colossians 3:21,  
Fathers, provoke NOT your children to anger, 
lest they be discouraged.

Then, Paul gives instructions about how to treat others with whom we relate. Paul writes in verses 22, through 25, about how servants should treat their masters.

Colossians 3:22,  
Servants, OBEY in all things your masters according to the flesh; 
NOT with eyeservice, as menpleasers; 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God:

Paul is NOT condoning or denouncing servanthood or slavery. He is instructing how to deal with current difficulties as a person who is saved by grace, and is extending grace to others. The impact of what Paul teaches here is for servants to be a good earthly example that saved people are obedient to their heavenly Lord.

Colossians 3:23,  
And whatsoever ye DO, DO it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men;

WOW! That is BLATANT! From whom are you looking for your praise and acceptance, from the Lord, or from men? Any reward we receive from men will be short-lived and temporary.

Now, I want us to think of that verse in a different way than we may have considered it before. Colossians 3:22, the verse just before this, was talking about “Servants, obey…your masters….” and, the verse does NOT end with a period, it continues on into verses 23, 24, and 25.

When you consider the context in the previous verse, and the context of the entire section from verse 22, through verse 25, Colossians 3:23 is still talking about 	SERVANTS and their masters. So, Colossians 3:23, a favorite verse of many, about doing whatsoever you do, heartily to the Lord, not to men, However, in its context, that verse turns out to originally be referring to servants obeying their masters. That also changes the meaning of the final two verses in this chapter, Relating them directly to verse 22, 
“Servants, OBEY in all things your masters according to the flesh.”

Colossians 3:24,  
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: 
for ye serve the Lord Christ.

“Knowing that of the Lord YE….” 

Since the context is still servants obeying their masters, then who is that “YE” in 

“Knowing that of the Lord YE 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance.

Paul is saying that you servants ARE RESPONSIBLE to obey your masters, to do what they require of you. In case there is any doubt about whether people are to please God, or men, Paul makes it definite.

“YE SERVE THE LORD CHRIST."

Let us remember that Paul is still talking about servants, and their masters in verse 24. We can more easily see the connection between verse 22,

“Servants, OBEY in all things your masters according to the flesh,”

and, verse 24,

		“for ye serve the Lord Christ,”

when we see how Paul teaches about servants and their masters in 1st Timothy 6:1-2.

1 Timothy 6:1, Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honour, 
THAT the name of God and his doctrine be NOT blasphemed.
1 Timothy 6:2, And they that have believing masters, 
let them not despise them, because they are brethren; 
but rather DO them service, 
because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. 
These things teach and exhort.

In the 1st Timothy 6 verses, we can see that Paul RELATES the servants obedience to his EARTHLY master, TO his obedience to his HEAVENLY master.

So, in Colossians 3:24,  
Knowing that of the Lord 
YE shall receive the reward of the inheritance: 
for ye serve the Lord Christ.

Paul is applying their fleshly position as servants, to their spiritual position serving Christ.

Colossians 3:25,  But he that DOETH wrong 
shall receive for the wrong which he hath DONE: 
and there is no respect of persons.

Here in verse 25, Paul continues with the final verse in the context about servants, and their masters. 

But he that DOETH wrong 
shall receive for the wrong which he hath DONE

For servants, this is merely a restatement and reminder of 

Galatians 6:7, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, that shall HE ALSO REAP.

In other words, servants can’t expect their masters to be pleased with them for their disobedience and failure to perform the required tasks.

Then Paul says in Colossians 3:25,

and there is no respect of persons.

In other words, saved servants should NOT expect their saved master to give them preference because they are saved. 

You may hear some people try to rip Colossians 3:25 out of its context, because they want to try to prove that saved people are NOT really saved until they are in heaven. But according to Ephesians 2:6, God made believers in Paul’s gospel of Christ 

	“SIT together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

Besides all of that, if they do try to wrest Colossians 3:25 from its context to say it applies to a person’s relationship to God, it would have to fit in with “the wages of sin” in: 

		Romans 6:23, For the WAGES OF SIN is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

But on the contrary, we believers only fit in with the second part of:

		Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death; 
but the GIFT OF GOD is ETERNAL LIFE 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

If you do not have a savior, and if you have any doubt whether you might someday need a Savior, Romans 6:23 is for you.

Colossians 3:25 says 
“But he that doeth wrong,”

In spiritual terms, who is he that doeth wrong? If you remember back when we read Colossians 3, verse 6, we said that verse would apply later. THIS IS LATER, so look at:

Colossians 3:6 For which things' sake the wrath of God 
cometh on the children of disobedience:

We give all thanks to our gracious God that we believers in Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins are no longer “the children of disobedience.”

Romans 6:17,  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
Galatians 3:26,  For ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus.
1 Timothy 1:16,  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter BELIEVE ON HIM TO LIFE EVERLASTING.
Romans 8:16.  The Spirit itself beareth witness with 

(not “to our spirit,” but “with our spirit”) 

our spirit, 
that WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD: 

If you are a saved saint of the Creator God, then you are a child of GOD, NOT a child of DISOBEDIENCE. Colossians 1:13 bears that out.

Colossians 1:13,  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

In this body, we may make some bad choices, we may be disobedient at times, but that fits right into:

1 Corinthians 3:15,  If any man's work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: 
but HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED; yet so as by fire.

Romans 4:25 “… We believe on him that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.” – 

END OF PART10 of12, Col.3:12-25. -START OF PART11 of12, Col.4:1-11. 

Colossians 4:1,  ¶Masters, give unto your servants 
that which is just and equal; 
knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

Colossians 4, verse 1 continues as the final verse in the same topic as Colossians 3, verses 18, to 25, that of INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, or HOW TO RELATE TO OTHERS. Paul has taught briefly about: 
	wives
	husbands
	children
	fathers
	servants
		and now, finally
	masters.

Again, Paul teaches to apply in daily life, the grace that we have been given. Paul teaches NOT to be abusive, but rather, to be just and equal. Here, in verse 1, and the previous verse, Paul uses the principle that he states in the parallel scripture about masters in Ephesians.

Ephesians 6:9, And, ye masters, 
do the same things unto them, 
FORBEARING THREATENING: 
knowing that your Master also is in heaven; 
neither is there respect of persons with him.

To PARAPHRASE what Paul teaches here: “You masters, treat your servants fairly, remembering that you have a Master in heaven, and He will NOT judge you any lighter just because you are a master on earth.” That ENDS Paul’s section specifically on INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS.

Exhortations

Next, Paul exhorts the Colossians and us.

Colossians 4:2,  ¶CONTINUE in prayer, 
and WATCH in the same 
with THANKSGIVING;

In other words, 
(1.) don’t give up on praying for God’s will.
(2.) Prayer purposefully keeping track of 
those people and projects for which you pray.
(3.) Always give thanks to God.

Then, Paul follows up those general instructions with two verses of specific things for which grace believers are to pray, before giving some general exhortations.

Colossians 4:3,  Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of utterance, 
to speak the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am also in bonds:

My understanding of that word “withal” is that it means: “together with,” or “at the same time.” So verse 3, is strongly connected with Paul’s comments in verse 2. Therefore, IT IS AS IF Paul was saying: “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; Withal (, at the same time,) praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: In other words, not only let your specific equests be made known unto God, but also pray about God’s PURPOSES, PLANS, and EVENTS.
Colossians 4:4 puts the explanation point onto Colossians 4:3.

Colossians 4:4,  That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

Paul says there is something that he “OUGHT TO SPEAK.” He refers to it in verse 4 as “IT.” So, looking further in Colossians 4, verse 3, we see that Paul is talking about being imprisoned for speaking the mystery, and further that he is asking for prayer that

Colossians 4:3  Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of utterance, 
to speak the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am also in bonds:

Paul describes that “mystery of Christ” in a little more detail in:

Romans 16:25,  ”Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to 
my gospel, and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began,
Romans 16:26,  But now is made manifest….”

So, Christ revealed to Paul, a mystery, or secret, 

“which was kept secret since the world began,” 

which along with Paul’s gospel, and the scriptures, 

“is of power to stablish YOU.”

Paul is asking the Colossians, Laodiceans, and people like us believers, to pray that God would open a door of utterance to him, to speak that mystery even more. That mystery which was kept secret until revealed by Christ to Paul, is the facts that Paul preaches concerning the gospel of Christ, and the body of Christ.

Now, Paul gives some general exhortations.

Colossians 4:5,  ¶Walk IN WISDOM toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time.

Paul is saying to walk wisely toward disbelievers, because you don’t know how much time they have left. “Walk IN WISDOM….”

Proverbs 1:7, The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Don’t be FOOLISH, be WISE. 

Psalms 14:1, THE FOOL hath said in his heart, There is no God…. 

Don’t ignore the fact that the disbeliever is still condemned by his rebellion against God and against the gospel of salvation provided by God. We have to balance the fear of offending disbelievers, with the urgency of informing them of Paul’s gospel of salvation. I wonder how many disbelievers have died lost, because their saved friend was afraid of offending them, by informing them of God’s instructions of how to be saved today. We do have to use balance, but weigh the balance toward saving a person from the lake of fire.

Colossians 4:5,  ¶Walk IN WISDOM toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time.

Colossians 4:6,  Let your speech be ALWAY with grace, 
seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

Do you see that word “alway”? Paul is saying not to let an occasional TIRADE, FROLIC, or CAROUSAL, NEGATE the grace of God you show and extend at other times. You ought to answer every man, with grace, making it tasty with salt, not REPULSIVE with the flesh.

Colossians 4:6,  Let your speech be alway with grace, 
seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

Colossians 4, verses 5, and 6, go together. They are hints about what should be primary in your prayers, about caring for the lost, and how to act in order to be a good ensample of the truth to them.

Here, Paul started tying together his epistle, to close it . He started mentioning names of his brother believers, and other helpers in the ministry. Paul is no longer in “THE WORK” which was to the Jew first, but now, he is IN THE MINISTRY of which he initially mentioned in Acts 20 saying, 

…“THE MINISTRY, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD” (to all men).

Colossians 4:7,  ¶All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a 
beloved brother, and a 
faithful minister and 
fellowservant in the Lord:
Colossians 4:8,  Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, 
that HE might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

Isn’t that just like Paul? Always concerned about others, about how they are doing, and that they may be comforted about him.

(Col.4:7 Tychicus. Col.4:8 I have sent) 
Colossians 4:9,   With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 
who is one of you. 
They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.

So, here we see that Paul sent NOT just Tychicus, but also Onesimus with him. Apparently, either at that time, or before then, Paul sent Onesimus with the PHILEMON epistle. That means Philemon had to have been written around the time of, OR just after the earliest PRISON EPISTLES that Paul wrote, just after his sending to all men in Acts 20:6, according to Philippians 4:15. So, Paul would have written his Philemon epistle probably just after 
Philippians,
1st Timothy, and
	Titus
	and at the same time as, OR just before COLOSSIANS.

Here, Paul continues his comments about other people. Paul describes the next three people as helping under special conditions.

Colossians 4:10,  
ARISTARCHUS my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and 
MARCUS, sister's son to Barnabas, 
(touching whom ye received commandments: 
if he come unto you, receive him;)
Colossians 4:11,  
And Jesus, which is called JUSTUS, 
WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.

There was cooperation, and you can see that in Scripture, in various places where they met in the same building, and cooperated in other ways. The different groups of gospel of God believers were meeting together temporarily. 

That same cooperation between those in the two groups of different churches shows up in at least two other places in Paul’s ministry. We will look at the cooperation in Romans 16:5-7, and in Philippians 4:2-3.

Romans 16, verse 7, 
Salute Andronicus and Junia, 
my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, 
who are of note among the apostles, 
who also were in Christ before me.

This is a verse that often is misused. Those who do NOT believe the body of Christ began in the middle part of Acts, try to throw that at us, saying that the body of Christ was before Paul. Well, it doesn't say that, DOES IT? Look for the word "body" in that verse. It's not there, IS IT?

Progressing through 

Romans 16, verse 7, 
“Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen,”

Webster says "a KINSMAN is a man of the same RACE or FAMILY or RELATIVE. "KIN" is a group of persons of the same STOCK, RACE or FAMILY. As a kinsman, Paul was a fellow Jew with Andronicus and Junia. As a fellowprisoner with Paul, they had both been in prison, possibly together at some time.

Going on, speaking of Andronicus and Junia it says they were of note among the apostles. They were noteworthy, no matter which group of apostles Paul means there, they were noteworthy, and so he salutes them, as he salutes others in other places. We will see in a few minutes that Paul salutes people that are not necessarily in the body of Christ. Paul could have been referring to the body of Christ apostles meaning Paul, Barnabas, Silas, or Timothy. Or, he could have been talking about Israel's twelve apostles: Peter, James, John, and the others of that group.

Here is another example of the cooperation that existed between Israel’s church of God, and the body of Christ churches.

Philippians 4:2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, 
that they be of the same mind in the Lord.
Philippians 4:3  And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, 
help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the book of life.

This reference to at least 4 people shows that they were kingdom believers instead of body of Christ believers because their names are in the book of life. From Revelation 21: 1-27, especially verse 27, we know that all whose names are in the book of life are only headed for one place:  the land on earth in the new Jerusalem. It was in Exodus 19 that God promised the land, on earth, as Israel’s future domain.

Revelation 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: 
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

From the Scripture, its pretty evident that, in the early days of the body of Christ,  there was much COOPERATION between the little flock Israel of God, and the body of Christ, those middle of Acts, Pauline, grace churches. Those body of Christ churches are called: churches of the saints, churches of Christ, churches of the Gentiles, churches of Asia, churches of Galatia, churches of Macedonia. All those names are used of the body of Christ churches that Paul established. 

But, let's look at the cooperation in Colossians 4, verse 10, and 11, Count these men, and see what it says about them.

Colossians 4:10, ARISTARCHUS my fellowprisoner saluteth you

(that's 1 person)

and MARCUS, sister's son to Barnabas

That is John Mark who is mentioned in several other places. (that’s 2 people) 

(touching whom ye received commandments: 
if he come unto you, receive him;)

(and thirdly he mentions) 

Colossians 4:11, And Jesus, which is called JUSTUS, 

We will refer to him as "Justus," to avoid confusion. So, we see reference here to Aristarchus, John Mark, and Justus,

WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.

So, Paul is going through here, and mentions many fellow workers. He is NOT saying they're the only fellow workers. As he mentioned, he is talking about those fellow workers, who were “OF THE CIRCUMCISION.” So, there was cooperation between those two different groups. But there was NO cooperation between 
those believing the gospel of God, and 
those in the apostate synagogues..

Remember that later on, Paul says that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me. Paul was becoming very unpopular. These were some people that were able and eager to help him. Paul said that these people were "of the circumcision." They worked alongside of Paul.

At that time, Paul had NO test, such as, "do you believe in Jesus. "YES". Well, in which way do you believe in him? are you in my group, or in their group, in the body of Christ, or in Israel.

In 1st Corinthians 1:10-16, and 3:1-9, Paul informs us that there were divisions in the believers’ meetings, apart from the synagogue. And that they were emphasizing the division, instead of emphasizing their Lord and Saviour, AND His marvelous two-fold plan that they could see in their midst in every meeting.

Some of them were even boasting about their particular calling and position, claiming to be either 
in Paul, or 
in Apollos, or 
in Peter, or 
in Christ.

Paul ministered to the Gentiles according to: 

Romans 15:16, That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 

Peter and Apollos ministered to the circumcision. Peter ministered to the circumcision according to:

Galatians 2:9, 
And when James, CEPHAS (PETER), and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, 
and they unto the circumcision.

Apollos ministered to the circumcision according to:

Acts 18:24,  ¶And a certain Jew named Apollos, 
born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, 
came to Ephesus.
Acts 18:25,  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; 
and being fervent in the spirit, 
he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John.
Acts 18:26,  And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: 
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, 
they took him unto them, 
and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.
Acts 18:27,  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, 
the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: 
who, when he was come, 
helped them much which had believed through grace:
Acts 18:28,  For he mightily convinced the Jews, 
and that publickly, 
shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

. END OF PART11 of 12,Col.4:1-11-START OF PART12 of 12, Col.4:12-18.

So, all 3 of them, Paul, Peter, and Apollos were workers for the same Lord Jesus Christ, as we can see in:

1 Corinthians 1:10,  ¶Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.
1 Corinthians 1:11,  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, 
by them which are of the house of Chloe, 
that there are contentions among you.
1 Corinthians 1:12,  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, 
I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and 
I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:13,  Is Christ divided? 
was Paul crucified for you? 
or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

Paul was not yet teaching the absence of water baptism from “body of Christ” doctrine. He does that later in the chapter. But here, Paul is pointing to the common Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Paul goes on in chapter 3:

1 Corinthians 3:5,  
¶Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man?
1 Corinthians 3:6,  
I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase.
1 Corinthians 3:7,  
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase.
1 Corinthians 3:8,  
Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: 
and every man shall receive his own reward 
according to his own labour.
1 Corinthians 3:9,  For we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God's husbandry (John 15:1-6), 
ye are God's building (1st Corinthians 3:10-15).

I can just see Paul there in that combined meeting, teaching that he, and Peter, and Apollos, 

	“are labourers together with God.”

Then, Paul points to the “gospel of the circumcision” believers, on the right side and says,

	“ye are God’s husbandry.”

Next, Paul points to the “gospel of the uncircumcision” believers, on the left side and says,

	“ye are God’s building.”

You know what husbandry is in the Bible, don’t you? Look in:

2 Chronicles 26:10,  Also he built towers in the desert, 
and digged many wells: 
for he had much cattle, 
both in the low country, and in the plains: 
husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, 
and in Carmel: 
for he loved husbandry.

We see here that husbandry meant having vines and HUSBANDMEN TO TAKE CARE OF THE VINES. Look in:

John 15:1,  ¶I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman.
John 15:5, I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing.
John 15:6, If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

Here we see that Jesus is the vine, and His Father is the Husbandman. Jesus relates Israel to the vine, saying that they are the branches of the vine. So, the Husbandman takes care of the vine and branches of the vine. The Husbandman makes Israel God’s husbandry.

Paul continues the context from 1 Cor.3:9 to show what God’s building is.

1 Corinthians 3:9,  For we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God's husbandry, 
ye are God's building.
1 Corinthians 3:10,  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, 
as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. 
But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
1 Corinthians 3:11,  For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

In verses 10 and 11, Paul laid the foundation of Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:12,  Now if any man build upon this foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
1 Corinthians 3:13,  Every man's work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
1 Corinthians 3:14,  If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward.

In verses 10, 12, and 14, we build up the building upon that foundation.

1 Corinthians 3:15,  If any man's work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.

So, Paul said “ye are God’s building.”

All those that separated from the apostate synagogue in Corinth, both God’s husbandry, and God’s building, had received the milk of the word, from Paul in the synagogue, first, in the form of the gospel of God (in Acts 18:1,4,5), which is that set of facts which are in Romans 1:1-4, about Jesus being: 
the Son of God, 
the Christ,
risen from the dead.

They all had exited from the apostate synagogue in Corinth (Acts 18:6-11). That was a good division. Paul had preached more of the milk of the word, the saving gospel of Christ to that meeting separated out from the synagogue. There were some that believed the gospel of Christ into the body of Christ. And, there were some that retained their faith in Jesus, their Messiah, and His kingdom returning to reign over the earth FROM ISRAEL.

So, there were 2 groups in that meeting, and they were emphasizing their differences TOO MUCH. That was the carnality to which Paul referred, according to:

1 Corinthians 3:3,  For ye are yet carnal: 
for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, 
are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
1 Corinthians 3:4,  For while one saith, 
I am of Paul; and another, 
I am of Apollos; 
are ye not carnal?

Paul did NOT reprove them for being divided.  We will see next that Paul brought about the 2 groups meeting apart from the synagogue. Paul DOES reprove them for causing additional division by their carnal ENVYING and STRIFE.

They were all of the faith, of whom Jesus was the Saviour. And, they realized the difference between the 2 groups in that meeting. Each group knew what they had believed, to enter their own group. One group, Israel, had believed that at some time, Christ was coming back to earth, as King, to rule over them, and to blot out their sins, and they believe he is the Messiah, risen from the dead. 

The other group, the body of Christ, believed that Christ had died on the cross FOR THEIR SINS, to forgive them of their sins, and that by believing on Christ, on that basis, they are saved from God's wrath. They believed two different things, two different sets of good news, for two different groups of people, at two different times. Israel was ending, while the body of Christ was increasing. But, they both had the same Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

1 Corinthians 7:17  ¶But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. 
And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18  Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him not become uncircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him not be circumcised.
1 Corinthians 7:20  Let every man abide 
in the same calling wherein he was called.

As Paul advised in First Corinthians 7, verse 18, they knew their calling, which calling each one had received. To them that were "called being circumcised," Paul said, "let him not become uncircumcised". They did not convert to believe Paul's gospel for them because they had been called being circumcised. They remained Jews, converted from apostate Israel to the little flock of kingdom believing Israel, believing that they would be part of a future kingdom that Jesus, the Son of God, their risen Messiah would bring from heaven to Israel.

Paul also said to them that were “called in UNcircumcision,” “let him NOT be circumcised.” So, those in the body of Christ were NOT to try to become some sort of hybrid Israel.

Paul did not say that it is bad to have those divisions at that time. But, he does say they should emphasize their same Lord, the Lord of Paul, Apollos, and Peter.

Peter and Apollos worked together though. They helped Paul, knowing that Paul was preaching that Christ was the Head of the body, and that it was what God was doing in that day. They also knew that Paul's gospel would be THE ONLY gospel of salvation in the very near future.

The true circumcision, remembering they were called being circumcised, still worked together with Paul, accomplishing menial tasks, such as handling the luggage, fixing the meals, making ship reservations, I don’t know, maybe doing the laundry, possibly also security.

So, let us get back to Colossians. In Colossians 4:11, in addition to Aristarchus and Marcus, we have:

Colossians 4:11  And Jesus, which is called Justus,
who are of the circumcision. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.

It is interesting that in these last 7 verses of the epistle, Paul mentions Laodicea, or the Laodiceans, 4 times, plus he mentioned Hierapolis, and the church in Nymphas’s house. But, first he talks about Epaphras, who was from Colosse, and was serving Christ with Paul. Paul said that Epaphras prays fervently for those in Colosse, THAT they may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

Colossians 4:12,  Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.
Colossians 4:13,  For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, 
and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.
Colossians 4:14,  Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

After the Acts period, Luke stayed on with Paul as his physician, which Paul needed, no longer being able to heal. Then we see that Demas was travelling with Paul, like others did, hearing the same message, and with the same opportunities, but he soon forsook Paul having loved this present world, as Paul said in:

2 Timothy 4:10  For Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

Do whatever you have to do, to NOT become a Demas, miserably apart from God’s will for him, and for you.

Colossians 4:15,  Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, 
and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.
Colossians 4:16,  And when this epistle is read among you, 
cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; 
and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

Whether or not the rest of Paul’s epistles were circulated, these last 2 verses assure that the Colossian epistle was circulated to Laodicea, Hierapolis, and probably Nymphas and those meeting at his house. 

Colossians 4:17,  And say to Archippus, 
Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, 
that thou fulfil it.
Colossians 4:18,  The salutation by the hand of me Paul. 
Remember my bonds. 
Grace be with you. Amen.

Paul signed with his own hand. Then Paul reminds them that he is imprisonsed for preaching the gospel.

THE END
Mike McGlathery
