BRIEF RIGHT DIVISION SUMMARY
Studied by Mike McGlathery

Most of us tend to go by what we have experienced to be rewarding or satisfying in the past. That is a natural thing to do. If something tastes good, we like to eat more of it. But, please consider what Peter said. In Second Peter 1, verse 16 through 18, after he reviewed his personal experience on the Mount of Transfiguration, seeing and hearing Jesus, Elijah, and Moses. Then Peter was inspired by the Holy Ghost to write 
"We have also a MORE SURE word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place...." 
Peter was saying that we must believe what God put in writing in the Bible, more than we even believe our own personal experiences and impressions. We must believe  what GOD ACTUALLY SAID in His holy Bible, instead of what we have been told ABOUT GOD by others, including by well-meaning parents, teachers, and pastors.  Believe God, not man.

God worked with mankind by calling one person, Abram (Abraham) to separate him from the rest of the world for God to covenant and promise him "A LAND" to dwell in. Genesis 12, verse 1 through 7 shows God's promises and a covenant that God made with Abram and his descendents through Isaac and Jacob (renamed Israel). Over and over, God reiterated the necessity of Israel being separate from the rest of the world, so that Israel could be made holy unto the Lord as in Leviticus 20, verse 24 through 26, and Numbers 23, verse 9. 
Leviticus 20:24 But I have said unto you, 
Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, 
a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, 
which have separated you from other people.

Leviticus 20:25 Ye shall therefore put difference between 
clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean: 
and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, 
or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, 
which I have separated from you as unclean.

Leviticus 20:26 And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, 
and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.

Numbers 23:9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
and from the hills I behold him: 
lo, the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.
It was only to ISRAEL that God promised physical blessings, including “the land,” IF they fully obeyed and kept all his covenants and commandments That was a tall order. 

Satan had usurped God’s authority and dominion, both on earth and in heaven, when he got Adam and Eve to sin in the garden of Eden. God was making Israel His agency to re-establish His authority and dominion on earth in “THE LAND”. God had another part to His plan that would later initiate a pattern, by which He would re-establish His authority and dominion in heaven. As of now, Satan is still the "god of this world".
2 Corinthians 4 verse 4, In whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.
We can see that God was working in both realms. 
Genesis 1 verse 1, “In the beginning God created 
THE HEAVEN and THE EARTH.” 
But God chose to start with the earthly realm by separating out Israel through which He would rule the world from “THE LAND” in the future. That is the subject in the Bible from Genesis through Acts 8. God worked with Israel through physical signs, and wonders. 
Israel required the physical signs in order to believe God, as seen in, First Corinthians 1 verse 22, and John 4 verse 48. 
1 Corinthians 1:22 For the Jews require a sign, 
and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

John 4:48 Then said Jesus unto him, 
Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe.

Later, we will see that after Acts 8, God began the second part of His plan. He initiated a pattern by which to re-establish His authority and dominion in heaven. Christ later revealed after Acts 8, that the heavenly part of his plan involved the salvation of an unforgivable Jew, and sinners like us who come to God as Saul of Tarsus did, as a sinner. In relation to God’s heavenly plan, Christ also revealed about the body of Christ and about the catching up of the body of Christ. Christ had kept those things secret until the due time for them to be revealed, after Acts 7.

Gods working with Israel, and His conditions for Israel are thoroughly documented in Deuteronomy 28, verses 1, through 68, especially verses 1 through 2, and 7 through 14, showing Israel’s physical blessings if they kept all of God’s covenant all the time. Then the physical curses for any disobedience of the covenant are documented especially in Deuteronomy 28, verse 15 and verses 43 through 45, and verses 58 through 68.  Physical blessings always had to do with the rise of God’s earthly people, Israel. Before Acts 9, Mankind could still only come ot God by Israel’s promises and covenants. God was not yet addressing the rest of the world, EXCEPT in that original calling of Abram by God in Genesis 12, verse 1 through 7. In verse three God promised to BLESS THEM (GENTILES) who would BLESS ISRAEL.  That was God's means of working with all of mankind at that time. It was only THROUGH ISRAEL. Four hundred and thirty years later, God added the Law of Moses, until John the Baptist came preaching that the kingdom (out) of heaven was at hand. The gospel of Israel’s salvation in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John was to believe that Israel’s promised kingdom was at hand, when Jesus came in His earthly ministry. Part of Israel's doctrine was that they not only had to believe God, and 
be separated unto God, but they had to endure to the end to in the end, be saved.According to Zechariah 13, verse 1, Israel was to endure to a future salvation at the coming of Christ in power to open a fountain
"to the house of David and 

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

for sin and for uncleanness."
Peter confirmed that for Israel in 

Acts 3 verses 19-21, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, 
WHEN the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; 
and HE SHALL SEND Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you: 
whom the heaven must receive 
UNTIL THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began."
But God had prophesied that Israel's repetitious straying from God to worship other gods would bring an eventual separation between them and God. The prophecy of that separation and cessation in Israel's history can be seen in 
Hosea 1, verse 9 through 10,  "Then said God, Call his name Loammi, 
for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God."  
(Hosea 1, verse 10) 
"Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be 
as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; 
and it shall come to pass, that 
in the place where it was said UNTO THEM, Ye are not my people, 
there it shall be said UNTO THEM, Ye are the sons of the living God."

Today, Israel is in that break between Hosea 1, verse 9 (Israel being not God's people), and Hosea 1, verse 10 (Israel will again be called "the sons of the living God). We will see later that during that break in Israel's history, God initiated a pattern by which we today can be saved from wrath, as unforgivable Saul of Tarsus was saved.
Before that break in Israel's history occurred, everything remained the same, for God's people, Israel, until an event shortly after Christ's crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension back to heaven.  When Christ came to earth as a baby, 
"he came unto his own" 
(Israel) in John 1, verse 11. 
In Matthew 15, verse 24, Christ said 
"I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel". 
In His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ refused to even talk to Gentiles about spiritual things, unless they exhibited faith in God's covenant with Abraham 
(Mark 7, verses 24 through 30, 
Matthew 15, verses 15 through 28, 
Matthew 8, verses 5 through 13, 
Luke 7, verses 1 through 10). 
They had to bless Israel before Jesus Christ would help them.  He was still only working with mankind, through the covenants with the nation of Israel. Nothing had changed yet. 

In Matthew 12, verse 31 through 32, Jesus Christ announced to Israel's 12 apostles that Israel's UNFORGIVABLE SIN would be the blaspheming of, or speaking against the Holy Ghost. Although God will fulfill all His promises and covenants TO ISRAEL in the future, when Israel sinned that unforgivable sin in Acts 7, verse 51 through 59, ISRAEL'S HISTORY TEMPORARILY STOPPED, along with Israel's prophecy fulfillment stopping. Israel entered into that gap in their history between Hosea 1, verse 9 and Hosea 1, verse 10.  

God immediately initiated a new "pattern" of working with mankind to save them. Saul of Tarsus had participated in the martyring of Holy Ghost filled Stephen, while he was speaking the words of the Holy Ghost to Israel's "elders", "scribes", and "council" (Acts 6, verse 12,15), and even to Israel's "high priest" (Acts 7, verse 1).  Saul of Tarsus had BLASPHEMED, and SPOKEN AGAINST the Holy Ghost. Then we read in Acts 9, verse 1 that Saul of Tarsus, 
"yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord" 
got authority to go to Damascus to imprison Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah. 

Then came the major change in God's pattern of how He works with mankind today. According to Jesus Christ in Matthew 12, verse 31 through 32, people like Saul of Tarsus who blasphemed the Holy Ghost, would never be forgiven in Israel's kingdom at that time, or in the world to come after that. In Acts 9, verse 6, unforgivable Saul of Tarsus was saved (not merely waiting to be saved, as Israel was). Paul was not merely excused. His sin was unforgivable. Jesus Christ actually became Paul's sin, AND OURS, and He died the death penalty for all of Paul's, and our sins.This is the former secret of how Christ did that.

2 Corinthians 5 verses 19-21,  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God. 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made 
the righteousness of God 
in him.
Paul tells us of the wide-ranging effects of the pattern that God started in order to save Saul/Paul in Acts 9, verse 6.  
God did NOT offer salvation like Paul's, and ours, before He saved unforgivable Saul on the road to Damascus in Acts 9. The Bible calls it 
"the preaching of Jesus Christ 
according to the revelation of the mystery" 
(Romans 16, verse 25), 
the telling of what God had kept secret since the world began. In First Corinthians 2, verse 7 through 8 Paul is inspired to tell us WHY it was kept secret. 
"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  
which none of the princes of this world knew: 
for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."

In Galatians 1, verse 11 through 12, Paul certifies that it is a new  gospel by which God saves to heaven, the believers in Christ's new gospel.  
"But I certify you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached of me 
is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 
And, in First Timothy 1, verse 15 through 16, Christ’s only apostle of the Gentiles, Paul, shows that God started a brand new pattern of what He requires in order to save people. (NO WORKS, NO CLAIMS OF BEING GOOD ENOUGH, just "BELIEVE on Christ to life everlasting" since “Christ died for our sins”). 
1 Timothy 1, verse 15 through 16, 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life everlasting." 
And Paul went on to apply it to us, saying in 
First Corinthians 11, verse 1 
“Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ.”
The new gospel pattern that God inspired in His Bible as His means of saving people today, is written in First Corinthians 15, verse 1 through 6.  Verses 3 and 4 tell us what God requires us to believe.  Verses 5 and 6 are the inspired scriptural record of the eye witnesses to Christ's resurrection. But crucially, verses 1 and 2 tell us that by receiving to ourselves, those facts in verses 3 and 4, that were only revealed to Paul, we ARE saved. (verse 2). 

1 Corinthians 15, verses 1 and 2,  ¶Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand; By which also 
ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory WHAT I PREACHED UNTO YOU, 
unless ye have believed in vain.

1 Corinthians 15, verses 3 and 4,  
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15, verses 5 and 6,  
And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:

After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.

In Romans 6, verse 14, Paul tells one of the effects of that new gospel in God's new pattern of salvation. 
Romans 6, verse 14  "For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW, 
BUT UNDER GRACE."

As you can see from the gospel of our salvation in First Corinthians 15, verse 1 through 6, we ARE saved by faith in receiving (believing it to our own situation) what God did for us in Christ on the cross, dying for all of our sins. We receive God's gift of eternal life by faith, not by any of our own works, not by a prayer, not by joining some organization or church, not by social action, not by some religious ritual. Trusting at all in any of those other things only means that we are not trusting Christ’s death for our sins to have been sufficient to save us. We must believe that His death for our sins was sufficient, by itself, to save us. 

With all that stated and shown from God's inspired scripture, we can see a distinct division between the way God dispensed His salvation through Israel by faith AND WORKS before Paul, and the way He dispensed his salvation to all sinners after Paul, through faith alone in Christ having died for our sins. BEFORE PAUL, Israel was to have faith that Jesus was the prophesied Messiah bringing out of heaven Israel’s kingdom to reign over the world from “THE LAND.” AFTER PAUL, the new pattern of salvation was preached that any individual believing that Christ died for their sins, was saved.

As God had worked with Israel using physical blessings in the past, God now works with the body of Christ using spiritual blessings, not physical blessings.  
Ephesians 1 verse 3, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who HATH blessed us with 
ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS in heavenly places in Christ….” 

Second Corinthians 5 verse 7, ”
(For we walk by faith, not by sight....)”

The clarity of those Bible facts have been muddied over the centuries by those who tried to accumulate into one Teaching, all the teachings of Christ, both ON EARTH, and those later revealed FROM HEAVEN to Paul. They also tried to accumulate into one Teaching, both groups of apostles,both Israel’s twelve apostles, and the one apostle of the Gentiles, Paul. They also tried to accumulate into one Teaching, both of the two gospels, both the gospel of the Kingdom, and the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. They also tried to accumulate into one Teaching, both of the two churches, both the churches of God in Judaea, and the churches of the Gentiles that Paul had established. Then, it was codified by Constantine in about 325 AD as the basis of his attempt to build his one world church in order to bring the whole known world under HIS DOMINION. 

So now, it is very difficult to see through our preconceived ideas, the way it was in the book of Acts when all those actions of God were taking place. Parts of that one world church have been protested against as parts have been changed in other groups, on one basis or another, but all denominations keep starting with the reference point of that man-made one world religion. That is the catching point.  We must go back to the source. We must believe, read, study and preach what God put in writing in His “preserved”, “pure” Bible, not being intimidated by man’s bluster about his own understanding, or his own traditions, or his own doctrines. Believe God, not man!
With all this in mind, we can see that social action is fine for individuals that have time for it after following God’s will, but it is not part of God’s will for the church as the Bible stated in 
First Timothy 2, verses 3 and 4, 
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
who will have all men to be SAVED, and 
to come unto the KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.” 
So, God’s will for the church is (1) salvation, and (2) edification, coming to know the truth. The application of those two things is up to the individual, including social action. 
Remember that the physical blessings for obedience are never promised to us believers in the body of Christ. Physical blessings were only promised to Israel in their rise. 

That shows how Matthew 25, verse 40 fits into God’s will.  
Matthew 25 verse 40, 
“And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” 
In that verse, “one of the least of these my brethren” refers only to the Jews that were the fellow countrymen of Jesus Christ. Likewise, praying as Israel was to do in 
Matthew 6 verse 10, 
“thy kingdom come, the will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven,” 
only has to do with the Lord’s return to earth, bringing His kingdom with him as He indicates in the parable of the nobleman. 
Luke 19 verse 12,  “He said therefore, 
A certain nobleman went into a far country 
to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return.” 
We see there that we don’t produce the kingdom. Christ brings the kingdom out of heaven when he returns to earth.

These are often overlooked Bible facts. To find meaning and relevance in church, we need to find a church that preaches salvation by God’s grace, through faith, without works  as in Ephesians 2, verses 8 through 10, and one that preaches edification, and does not get side-tracked with social action as if that has something to do with pleasing God or bringing Christ back with His kingdom. To find a church like that, we need to find a church that “rightly divides” between Israel’s doctrine in Genesis through Acts 8, and our body of Christ doctrine in Romans through Philemon. That is rightly dividing. 
Second Timothy 2 verse 15, 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
RIGHTLY DIVIDING the word of truth.”

