
BOOK OF LIFE

Introduction

We want to find out what the Bible says about the "book of life." I believe that the discrepancies that are taught are all from NOT including enough of the scriptures that have a bearing on it. We have tried to include all relevant passages of scripture. Let us observe to whom the book of Revelation has been written.

PART ONE

REVELATION 1:1-3
Revelation 1:1  ¶The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto him, 
to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:
Revelation 1:2  Who bare record of the word of God, 
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
and of all things that he saw.

John is bearing witness of the revelation given to him.

Revelation 1:3  ¶Blessed is he that READETH, 

Who does John say is going to be blessed? "He that readeth."

and they that HEAR the words of THIS PROPHECY, 

John said, "and they that HEAR." They have to read it and "hear the words of this prophecy."

AND KEEP those things which are written therein: 
for the time is at hand.

They have to read it, hear it, 

"and keep those things which are written therein: 
for the time is at hand." 

That leaves us out, because we cannot 

"keep the things which are written therein." 

Those to whom all the prophecy was written are Israel and they are under the law. We cannot keep the things written about "locusts," and the moon turning to blood. We are NOT in a position to keep that until that "time is at hand." When the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ, then the time will be at hand to the people after that. The prophecy is for those who can 
read it, and 
hear it, and 
keep it at that time.
We are NOT Israel. We are the body of Christ. We "are NOT under law, but under grace."

Besides that, let us look in Galatians 2, verse 9, about John. John is the one inspired by the Holy Ghosts to write the book of the Revelation. Let us see what John pledged to do, and to whom John pledged to write.

Galatians 2:9 And when JAMES, CEPHAS, AND JOHN, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived THE GRACE THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO ME, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen, 
and THEY UNTO THE CIRCUMCISION.

According to Galatians 2, verse 9, when John wrote the book of Revelation, HE WROTE IT TO THE CIRCUMCISION. The entire book of Revelation is to Israel, NOT to the body of Christ. It is about events that cannot happen UNTIL Israel's prophecy fulfillment resumes. NONE of Israel's prophecy is being fulfilled now. Look at:

Romans 11:25 
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN.

How long does that blindness continue?

"Until THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN."

In Acts 20 when Paul wrote that statement, Israel was still diminishing, and was blinded in part. By the time of Acts 28, Israel was BLINDED! (period, new paragraph). That's it, they were BLIND. So, the events of Israel's prophecy in the book of Revelation, cannot resume UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into what the Holy Spirit is baptizing  believers into today. You know what "the fulness" is. When you can't put another drop in, then the glass is full.

blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN.

That completes the first part of this study. The fact that the book of Revelation is written to Israel, and it is about Israel, and it is NOT taking place today.

PART TWO

Please look at:

REVELATION 20:1-21:27
Revelation 20:1  ¶And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations NO more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: 
and after that he must be loosed a little season.

Let me interject a note about our seal in the body of Christ. Our seal is not only placed on us by the Holy Spirit, our seal IS the Holy Spirit. 

"Ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise."

The Holy Spirit is much more powerful than the angel that is sent to seal Satan. We see in the book of Revelation, that Satan cannot get out of that angel's seal. Certainly, we are securely sealed in the body of Christ, being sealed with the Holy Spirit who is God Himself.

Let us go on in Revelation 20, verse 4, through 6.

4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, 
and which had NOT worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Remember, that is NOT talking about the body of Christ, or today. This is talking about Israel, in the future.

5  But the rest of the dead lived not again 
UNTIL the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection.
6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Remember, that means 1,000 years, NOT 900 years, or 1,100 years, or 1,001 years. It means 1,000 years. The Bible is inspired of God. The words of the Bible are inspired of God. It means what it says. It does NOT present itself for you to change it and say that it actually means this, or it should mean that, or it doesn't mean what it says, or that God doesn't MEAN what He SAID, or that God didn't know what He was talking about. Just a minute! Yes, He did know what he was talking about!

Furthermore, Revelation 20, verse 6, says that 

"they shall be priests of God and of Christ."

Only Israel was told that they would be a priests of God, in Exodus 19:5-6.
That is further confirmation that Revelation 20 is talking to and about Israel.

Let us read further in Revelation 20, verses 7, through 10.

Revelation 20:7  And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,
8  And shall go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
9  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.
10  And the devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

That is what happens to them. Let us now read Revelation 20, verses 11, through 15. Here, after all this background, we are getting to the part directly about the book of life.

Revelation 20:11  ¶And I saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was found no place for them.
12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to their works.
13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to their works.

Praise God that we are NOT judged according to our works for salvation or not. You had better hope that you will have already appeared before the judgment seat of Christ before this great white throne occurs, or else you will be at this judgment, ending in the lake of fire. We, in the body of Christ are NOT judged by our work for our salvation or not, but only for our reward.

Rev.20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death.
15  And whosoever was NOT found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.

We, in the body of Christ do not fit into any of that, do we? There is a reason for that.
The prophecies of this book of the Revelation CANNOT START UNTIL the fullness of the Gentiles be come into the body of Christ. That is when we in the body of Christ will be caught up to ever be with the Lord. This is where that fits in.

That is the trigger that allows Israel's prophecy to resume fulfillment. Then, Daniel's 70th week begins to tick again, after Israel had been cut off  and Israel was allowed the acceptable year of the Lord. But when they rejected their Messiah, and in Acts 7, blasphemed the Holy Ghost, Israel fell, and that prophecy ceased, it stopped there, awaiting the resumption of that one 70th week. God revealed a new gospel by which to save Paul. Until God is done bringing believers in Paul's gospel of Christ into the body of Christ, ISRAEL HAS NO PROPHECY FULFILLMENT. Israel is blinded and cast away. They are out of the picture temporarily. They are "on pause." So, let us go on and see what happens to those people whose names are written in the book of life. We will read in Revelation 21, starting at verse 1.

Revelation 21:1  ¶And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea.

Peter speaks of that to Israel in his second epistle to Israel. It does NOT involve us. We will NOT be in that location. We will have already been caught up to heaven, to forever be with the Lord.
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Revelation 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Notice that John says the new Jerusalem, 
NOT the new New York, 
Or, the new London, 
or, the new Rome, 
or, the new Islamabad,
or, the new Babylon.
John is talking about a city in Israel. This has to do with Israel's future events. John tells who is the bride, the new Jerusaelm.

3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

There is the full circle of Hosea's pair of prophecies. Let us look first in Hosea 1, verse 9, and then in verse 10, for the fulfillment of it centuries later..

Hosea 1:9  Then said God, Call his name Loammi: 
for YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, 
and I WILL NOT BE YOUR GOD.
Hosea 1:10  Yet the number of the children of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered; 
and IT SHALL COME TO PASS, 
that in the place where it was said unto them, 
Ye are NOT my people, there it shall be said unto them, 
YE ARE THE SONS OF THE LIVING GOD.

So, in Hosea 1, verse 9, Israel becomes Loammi, NOT God's people, which we can see has happened in the Bible book of Acts. After a long delay, the fulfillment of Hosea 1, verse 10, will occur. But in between Hosea 1, verse 9, and Hosea 1, verse 10 is a long delay during which prophecy is silent. There is a gap between those two verses about which nothing is said in all that was said or prophesied since the world began. You can search far and wide in all the Bible and find nothing about how God will save a person during that gap, EXCEPT in Paul's thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon. But that of which Paul writes had been kept as a secret by God, UNTIL he revealed it to Paul initially by saving Paul 
AS A PATTERN to us who come after Paul. Paul was NOT being saved into Israel's kingdom as a law-keeper. Paul was the first one saved as a sinner, into the body of Christ, by the saving message of the gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. But that all has to end before Hosea 1, verse 10, can begin to be fulfilled. The body of Christ preached by Paul, started just after Israel's fall from being God's people in Acts 7, and it will end when the "fullness of the Gentiles be come in," and the body of Christ will be caught up to forever be with the Lord, which resumes Israel's prophecy fulfillment, as in Hosea 1, verse 10.

So, we will continue in Revelation 21, at verse 4.

Revelation 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.
5  And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. 
And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true and faithful.
6  And he said unto me, It is done. 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely.
7  He that overcometh shall INHERIT all things; 
and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son.

We need to mention two things here that help to define of whom these verses are speaking. First, Revelation 21:7 speaks of "HE THAT OVERCOMETH." THAT CANNOT BE US, because Paul tells us in Romans 8, verse 37, that already

"WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS through him that loved us."

We are NOT like Israel, in the tribulation covered by the book of the Revelation. According to First Peter 1, verse 7, and  First Peter 4, verse 12, Israel must undergo a fiery trial of their faith in order to become "HE THAT OVERCOMETH."

Secondly, Revelation 21, verse 7, said that he that overcometh 

"shall inherit all things."

That cannot be talking about us in the body of Christ because we are told in:

Ephesians 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
YE WERE SEALED WITH THAT HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE,
Ephesians 1:14  Which is THE EARNEST OF OUR INHERITANCE until the REDEMPTION OF THE PURCHASED POSSESSION, unto the praise of his glory.

God already promised us "our inheritance." IT IS OUR'S. We are joint heirs with Christ.

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God:
17  ¶And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together.

Now, let us get back to Revelation 21, starting at verse 8.

Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death.

Do you think that we are in that group? That is Israel. Israel is never said to be caught up to forever be with the Lord, but the body of Christ is. We are in the body of Christ.

Revelation 21:9  ¶And there came unto me 
one of the seven angels which had 
the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, 
and talked with me, saying, 
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, and this passage about Israel talks about the Lamb's wife being "the bride." So the bride of Christ is Israel in the New Jerusalem, NOT the body of Christ which is never called the BRIDE of Christ.

10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God,
11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;
12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the TWELVE TRIBES of the children of Israel:

Notice that the New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven, Is related to THE 12 TRIBES of the children of Israel.

13  On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them 
the names of THE TWELVE APOSTLES of the Lamb.

Notice that the New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven, Is related to both the 12 apostles of the Lamb, And related THE 12 TRIBES of Israel. Can you see why they needed to replace Judas when he died? The kingdom was still being offered at that time, and the kingdom would have the names of Israel's 12 apostles of the Lamb. But when James was killed in Acts 12, he was not replaced. Israel had already fallen, and the kingdom was no longer being offered. So, Matthias legitimately replaced Judas, but James was not replaced, NOR were any of the rest of Israel's 12 apostles replaced.

15  And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
16  And the city lieth foursquare, 
and the length is as large as the breadth: 
and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. 
The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.
17  And he measured the wall thereof, 
an hundred and forty and four cubits, 
according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.
18  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: 
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.

None of this is ever described for the body of Christ. Every word of this is further confirmation that it is for Israel.

19  And the foundations of the wall of the city 
were garnished with all manner of precious stones. 
The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; 
the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
20  The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; 
the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; 
the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; 
the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.
Revelation 21:21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 
every several gate was of one pearl: 
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
22  And I saw no temple therein: 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
23  And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it: 
for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof.

Matthew 24, verse 14, says, 
"And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.

So, in the next verse we will see nations that believed that gospel of the kingdom at that time.


Revelation 21:24  And the nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it: 
and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

Their glory and honor are the riches of the nations. At that time, ISRAEL WILL BE THE HEAD, and NOT the tail.

25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: 
for there shall be no night there.
26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

Listen to the last verse in Revelation 21.

Revelation 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie: 
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

So, everyone that ends up in that earthly NEW Jerusalem that will come down out of heaven, was in the Lamb’s book of life. Do you think that the body of Christ is ever old that we will end up on earth in the kingdom coming from heaven? That is NOT us. We were not addressed in the first place. It is NOT talking about us. We are told that we have a house that is eternal IN THE HEAVENS (Second Corinthians 5, verse 1). Our conversation is IN HEAVEN (Philippians 3, verse 20).

(Regarding the book of Revelation, and the "book of life", and Jacob's Trouble:) It is NOT talking about us.

It IS talking about Israel, and those nations that bless Israel after the end of the dispensation of the grace of God, and the fullness of the Gentiles have come in. Do you see with me, from those verses that THE FINAL DESTINATION of EVERYONE IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, is the EARTHLY KINGDOM, NOT HEAVEN. They will be in the earthly kingdom coming out of heaven, to earth. At that time, WE, IN THE BODY OF CHRIST, Will have already been caught up to be with the Lord, before Israel's prophecy resumes, before the beginning of the book of Revelation, and we will ALREADY BE IN OUR FINAL DESTINATION, H E A V E N  !!!
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Let us consider the POSSIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. I could only find one POSSIBLE CONTRADICTION. We will show that the one possible contradiction is not a contradiction at all.

Let us go to PHILIPPIANS 1:1 

Philippians 1:1  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, 
with the bishops and deacons:,

Although Philippians is a prison epistle, it is an earlier prison epistle, since Paul is still talking about “the bishops and deacons.” The word translated as “bishop” is also translated as “overseer.” In Acts 20, verse 17, Paul calls THE ELDERS in Ephesus to come to him in Miletus. Then in verse 28, Paul says to those elders,

“Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to 
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
OVERSEERS, TO FEED the church of GOD, 
which he hath purchased with HIS OWN BLOOD.

So, the Holy Ghost made the elders the overseers (or bishops) over all the flock (the little flock, prophetic remnant, kingdom believers) (What for?) to feed the church of God. They had sold all they had, to bring in the kingdom out of heaven. That church of God in Jerusalem needed to be fed.

So, in Acts 20, and also when Paul wrote the epistle to Philippi, 	there were still some people left in that church of God in Jerusalem, who had sold all, and they needed to be SUPPORTED BY THE BODY of Christ. 

That is the only duty listed in the Bible for bishops, overseers and elders. That is what they were overseers of, the funds that were collected and carried to Jerusalem, to distribute to the kingdom believers.

That is not the beginning of some new thing that Paul is trying to start. It was one of the first charges given to the new body of Christ, and that dispensational commission was later preached by Paul in Galatia, and in Macedonia, and in Acchaia, That is to all 4 major areas where Paul preached the gospel of Christ to the Jew first and also to the Greek before he was sent to all men. Lets look at the verses: 

In Acts 11, we see THE PATTERN being SET UP in ANTIOCH.

Acts 11:25  Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:
26  And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year they 
assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. 
And the disciples were called Christians first IN ANTIOCH.
27  ¶And in these days came prophets 
from Jerusalem UNTO ANTIOCH.
28  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, 
and signified by the Spirit that 
there should be great dearth throughout all the world: 
which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.
29  Then the disciples, 
every man according to his ability, determined to send relief 
unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea:
30  Which also they did, and SENT IT TO THE ELDERS 
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
	
In Acts 19, Paul wrote in 1st Corinthians extending the GALATIAN order to ACHAIA.

1 Corinthians 16:1  ¶Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
AS I HAVE GIVEN ORDER to the churches of GALATIA, 
even so do ye.
2  Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.
3  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, 
them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.
4  And if it be meet that I go also, 
they shall go with me.

In Acts 20, Paul wrote to all that be in Rome extending the order to MACEDOINA and ACHAIA as an OWED DUTY, and to Rome be implication.

Romans 15:25  But now 
I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.
26  For it hath pleased them OF MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA 
to make a certain contribution 
for THE POOR SAINTS WHICH ARE AT JERUSALEM.
27  It hath pleased them verily; and 
their DEBTORS they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, 
THEIR DUTY is also to minister unto them in carnal things (physical, money).

In Acts 20, verse 28, Paul speaks to the elders from Ephesus and says to them that 

"the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the church of God," 

and he calls that church of God, the flock. Flocks need to be led to the pasture by pasturers (pastors). The word "pastors" appears 9 times in scripture, and only in Jeremiah, and Ephesians 
	8 times in the Old Testament, all in Jeremiah, and 
	1 time in the New Testament, in Ephesians.
Jeremiah 23, verses 1, and 2, tell that pastors were to gather, protect, and feed the sheep of God's pasture, God's flock. Jeremiah 3, verse 15, defines the word "pastors" as those who feed God's sheep "with knowledge and understanding." That description is never countered, or changed in the Old Testament, or New.

Both words, "bishops", and "overseers" are translated from the same Greek word, with the same definition.

In Titus 1, verses 5, and 7, the meaning of the word "elders" is equated with the meaning of the word "bishop."

Acts 20, verses 17, and 28, define the meaning of "elders" as "OVERSEERS OVER THE FLOCK TO FEED THE CHURCH OF GOD." The definition applies to "bishops" too, since they are equated in scripture, and in meaning. For the context of this possible contradiction, let us look at:

Philippians 4:2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, 
that they be of the same mind in the Lord.
Philippians 4:3  And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, 
help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, 

and with OTHER my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the BOOK OF LIFE.

Notice that Paul groups together, those women (Euodias and Syntyche) along with Clement, and then separately, he adds some others.

"also, and with OTHER my fellowlabourers,
"whose names are in the BOOK OF LIFE.

So, Paul appears to have made a separation between the two groups. He divides between Those women and Clement, who believed like him, labouring with him in the gospel, between those, and also "with other my fellowlabourers whose NAMES ARE IN the book of life." Paul did NOT say that he, and those women, and Clement who believed like him, were in the book of life.

This is NOT circular reasoning. 
We believe the Bible
The Bible says in:

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is PURE: 
he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

On that basis, if there are two ways of understanding a portion of pure scripture, and one of the ways contradicts other parts of the Bible, while the other way comfirms the rest of the Bible WITHOUT contradicting, then the way that God meant it was the way that does NOT contradict. 

It is NOT circular reasoning. It is faith that God's word is PURE, and that God keeps his word, and does NOT contradict himself, and cannot lie.

In order to understand that difference between the groups, we need to look at a couple of parallel situations. We will see that Paul and Timothy interacted with kingdom believers, with Jews that were called "CONVERTED," and called the little flock by Jesus, and were the ones in the book of life, during and after the time period in the book of Acts.

Let us look first at Romans 16, verse 7, starting at verse 5:

Romans 16:5  Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 
Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, 
who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.

So, Epaenetus was the first one saved when Paul crossed over into Achaia (Greece), after the Acts 16 vision of a man calling to them, to cross over into neighboring Macedonia.

Romans 16:6  Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us.

The previous verses showed us the context. This following verse helps us understand the similar situation in Philippians 4, verse 3. 

Romans 16:7  Salute ANDRONICUS AND JUNIA, 
my kinsmen, 

In other words, my fellow Jews.

and my fellowprisoners, 

Apparently, Andronicus and Junia had been in prison, just as Paul had been. But now Paul says:

who are of note among the apostles, 

So, they were known of the apostles.

who also were IN CHRIST before me.

That is the phrase that some people point at as being a possible contradiction.

who also were IN CHRIST before me.

Let us continue in the context, before we consider what verse 7 says.

Romans 16:8  Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord.
Romans 16:9  Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, 
and Stachys my beloved.

All that Paul mentioned were friendly toward Paul's commission, ministry, preaching, and churches. The  Bible does NOT specify Whether they were believers in PAUL'S gospel, or Whether they were believers in PETER'S gospel, whether they were kingdom believers, or, were they body of Christ believers.

With that in mind, let us re-read Romans 16, verse 7.

Romans 16:7  Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, 
and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, 
who also were IN CHRIST before me.
		
Examine Rom.16:7 as closely as you can, to find IF it REFERS AT ALL to the BODY OF CHRIST. Do you see the words, "body of Christ" in there? NO! - It does NOT refer to the body of Christ AT ALL! Nothing in there is about the body of Christ, when it is talking about Andronicus and Junia.

Apart from what the text actually says, It is wrong to speculate as to whether or not they were in the body of Christ. We must stick to what the Bible actually says about them, 	Knowing that the Bible is true and cannot contradict itself.

We believe the KJV Bible. If you want to try to develop a doctrine that being "in Christ" is the same as being "in the body of Christ," then, you will have to find at least one scripture that says so. THERE IS NONE!

There are only FALSE ASSUMPTIONS and SPECULATIONS. Why would God use a different phrase, for the two different things, IF they were the same? BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAID ON THE PAGE!

So, Romans 16, verse 7, is NOT a contradiction to the Bible use of the term "church of God" to refer solely to the called out Jews that believed that Jesus is actually 
the Son of God, 
the Messiah, 
having risen from the dead.

Let us look at another similar case, starting with the context in:

Colossians 4:7  ¶All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, 
who is a beloved brother, 
and a faithful minister 
and fellowservant in the Lord:

That is high praise. Wouldn't you love to have been a fellow helper with Paul, and have your name listed in the Bible as Tychicus was, and others? WOW! But, God still uses people today.

Colossians 4:8  Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, 
that he might know your estate, 
and comfort your hearts;
Colossians 4:9  With Onesimus, 
a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. 
They shall make known unto you all things which are done here.

Now, watch closely here. Count these men, and see what it says about them.

Colossians 4:10  ARISTARCHUS my fellowprisoner saluteth you, 
and MARCUS, sister's son to Barnabas, 

That is John Mark who is mentioned in several other places.

(touching whom ye received commandments: 
if he come unto you, receive him;)
Colossians 4:11  And JESUS, WHICH IS CALLED JUSTUS, 

We will refer to him as "Justus," to avoid confusion. So, we see reference here to Aristarchus, John Mark, and Justus,

who are of the circumcision. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 

Remember that later on, Paul says that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me. Paul was becoming very unpopular.

These were some people that helped him. Paul said that these people were 

"of the circumcision."

They worked alongside of Paul. As Paul advised in First Corinthians 7, verse 18, they knew their calling, that they were 

"called being circumcised,"

And that Paul said, 

"let him not become uncircumcised.". 

They did not convert to believe Paul's gospel for them. They remained converted Jews, believing that they would be part of a future kingdom that Jesus, the Son of God, their risen Messiah would bring from heaven to Israel.

They worked together though. They helped Paul, knowing that Paul was preaching that Christ was the Head of the body, and that it was what God was doing in that day. They also knew that Paul's gospel would be THE ONLY gospel of salvation in the very near future. They worked together with Paul.

who are of the circumcision. 
These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, 
which have been a comfort unto me.
Colossians 4:12  Epaphras, who is one of you, 
a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

To sum up these three cases, all three are alike. These three cases are all talking about circumcision believers that helped Paul in Paul's ministry. Philippians 4:3 is like Romans 16:7 and Colossians 4:11-12.

Let us review:

Philippians 4:3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, 
help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, 

and with other my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the BOOK OF LIFE.

That is one of the three times Paul talks about those in the circumcision, who helped him. In Philippians 4, verse 3, those in the "BOOK OF LIFE" are circumcision believers that helped Paul with things like menial details, security, carrying bags, and making meals, etc. They helped with things that needed to be done, things that there just may NOT have been other people to help with. What a treasure we have in the word of God, in these epistles from Paul that we can believe. There just were not a whole lot of people that believed back then.

We have seen that the Bible term, the "church of God" NEVER refers to believers in Paul's gospel who are baptized by one Spirit into the one body of Christ. All these cases confirm the fact that the Bible term, the "church of God" refers only to the little flock of converted Jews believing in the future kingdom out of heaven that Jesus, the Son of God, their risen Messiah will bring to Israel from heaven. Those in what the Bible refers to as the "book of life" ARE ONLY those converted Jews, believing that Jesus Christ will bring the kingdom out of heaven, to Israel to reign on earth.

It is important to see the way that God has placed His various entities in relationship to each other. The "church of God" is NOT the "body of Christ," and the "body of Christ" is NOT "Israel." Both the "church of God" and the "body of Christ" are built on the same, wide foundation, Jesus Christ. The "house of God" is all those believers that are built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Christ Jesus made in himself of twain ONE NEW MAN having made one, of both the "nigh," Acts period, dispensation of the gospel believers in Paul's gospel of Christ,  both of them, and of us later, "far off," dispensation of the grace of God, believers in Paul's gospel of the grace of God. "Israel" is to be a holy nation. The "body of Christ" is no nation, no nationality.

That was the only apparent contradiction to the use of the term "BOOK OF LIFE" being only a reference to the circumcision believers. But that resolves it that it was only a reference to the circumcision believers, the little flock, those in the "kingdom church," the "church of God."
 
So, again, I hope you can see from all these verses that THE FINAL DESTINATION of EVERYONE IN THE "BOOK OF LIFE," is the EARTHLY KINGDOM, NOT HEAVEN. At that time, WE, IN THE "BODY OF CHRIST," will ALREADY BE IN OUR FINAL DESTINATION, H E A V E N  !!!
