
ACTS ACTIONS, HIGH POINTS

 “High Points.”

Let us open the pages of our King James Bibles and study this out.  Christ's Romans 1:1-4 separating of Paul from his mother religion to the gospel of God occurred in Acts 9:19-23.

Acts 9:19  And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
Acts 9:20  And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.
Acts 9:21  But all that heard him were amazed, and said; 
Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, 
and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?
Acts 9:22  But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that this is very Christ.
Acts 9:23  ¶And after that many days were fulfilled, 
the Jews took counsel to kill him:

Romans 1:1  ¶Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:

In those verses, we saw that Romans 1:1-4 occurred in Acts 9:19-23. Christ separated Paul from his mother religion to the “gospel of God” in Acts 9:3-23.

Christ's First Corinthians 9:17-18 commissioning of Paul to go to the Jew (and also the Greek) first with the gospel of Christ in a dispensation of the gospel occurred in Acts 13:1-5.

Acts 13:1  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul.
Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.
Acts 13:4  So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
Acts 13:5  And when they were at Salamis, 
they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: 
and they had also John to their minister.

1 Corinthians 9:17  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.
1 Corinthians 9:18  What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, 
I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

In those verses we saw that Christ commissioned Paul to dispense the gospel of Christ to the same people God had been working through for centuries. First Corinthians 9:17-18 occurred in Acts 13:1-5.

Acts 20:24 could NOT have occurred 11 chapters, and a quarter century earlier in Acts 9. That span of time is chronicled in Acts 9 through Acts 20 and Paul is not shown to be traveling as if he had already been SENT far hence from Antioch to all people, the far off Gentiles of Ephesians 2:13, and Ephesians 2:17, and Ephesians 3:7-12. It is inconceivable that, from Acts 9 to Acts 20, Paul kept quiet about such a major change as Christ SENDING him to "all the Gentiles". 

Acts 9:3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: 
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:
Acts 9:4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
Acts 9:5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Acts 9:6  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Acts 20:24  But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

We just saw the verses that Acts 20:24 most probably could  NOT have occurred 11 chapters, and a quarter century earlier in Acts 9.

Acts 20:24 (Christ SENDING Paul to all men) occurred in Acts 20:6 according to Philippians 4:15-16.

Acts 16:12  And from thence to 
Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: 
and we were in that city abiding certain days.
Philippians 4:15  Now ye Philippians know also, that 
in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.
Acts 20:6  And we sailed away from Philippi 
after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them to Troas in five days; 
where we abode seven days.

Those verses show that Christ's all-man SENDING, reported in Acts 20:24, had occurred in Acts 20:6 according to Philippians 4:15-16.

Acts 9:15 is NOT a sending at all, but an informing of future events.

Acts 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and 
kings, and the 
children of Israel:
Acts 9:16  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
Acts 9:17  And Ananias went his way, 
and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

We have NOT seen any SENDING in Acts 9:15, but only an informing, a future biography.

Acts 26:16-17 shows that those Jews and Gentiles were the apostate Jews and Greeks from whom Christ would deliver Paul. Those were the people and Gentiles to whom Christ first sent Paul in mid Acts.

Acts 26:16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
Acts 26:17  Delivering thee 
from the PEOPLE, and from the GENTILES, 
unto whom now I send thee,

In each deliverance, Paul was delivered from the apostate, synagogue Jews, often with disbelieving Greeks.

			FIRST DELIVERANCE:

Acts 9:23  ¶And after that many days were fulfilled, 
the Jews took counsel to kill him:
Acts 9:25  Then the disciples took him by night, 
and let him down by the wall in a basket.

			SECOND DELIVERANCE:

Acts 14:19  And there came thither 
certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, 
who persuaded the people, 
and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead.
Acts 14:20  Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, 
he rose up, and came into the city: 
and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

THIRD DELIVERANCE:

Acts 17:5  But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, 
took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, 
and assaulted the house of Jason, 
and sought to bring them out to the people.
Acts 17:10  And the brethren immediately 
sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

FOURTH DELIVERANCE:

Acts 18:22,  And when he had landed at Caesarea, 
and gone up, 	
and SALUTED THE CHURCH, 
he went down to Antioch.

Here is what happened in that briefest of Paul’s visits back to Jerusalem.

Acts 22:17  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, 
even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;
Acts 22:18  And saw him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: 
for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.
Acts 22:19  And I said, 
Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue 
them that believed on thee:
Acts 22:20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 
I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, 
and kept the raiment of them that slew him.
Acts 22:21  And he said unto me, 
Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.

Here,  the danger is the apostate Jews who attack Paul for saying God would save non-Greek, alien Gentiles.

Acts 22:22  And they gave him audience unto this word, 
and then lifted up their voices, and said, 
Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live.

FIFTH DELIVERANCE:

Acts 20:1  And after the uproar was ceased, 
Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, 
and departed for to go into Macedonia.
Acts 20:2  And when he had gone over those parts, 
and had given them much exhortation, 
he came into Greece,
Acts 20:3  And there abode three months. 
And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, 
he purposed to return through Macedonia.

In each deliverance, Paul was DELIVERED from the apostate, synagogue Jews. Acts 26:16-17 shows that those Jews and Gentiles were the apostate Jews and Greeks from whom Christ would deliver Paul. Those were the people and Gentiles to whom Christ first sent Paul.

Romans 11:11 shows that through Israel's fall, salvation came to those Gentiles that were in a position to provoke Israel to jealousy (Deuteronomy 32:21).

Romans 11:11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: 
but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy.
Deuteronomy 32:21  They have moved me to jealousy 
with that which is not God; 
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; 
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

Romans 11:11 shows that through Israel's fall, salvation came to those Gentiles that were in a position to provoke Israel to jealousy (Deuteronomy 32:21).

Acts 28:16-29 is NOT a body of Christ event, 

Acts 28:16  And when we came to Rome, 
the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: 
but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.
Acts 28:17  And it came to pass, 
that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: 
and when they were come together, he said unto them, 
Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, 
or customs of our fathers, 
yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
Acts 28:23  And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging; 
to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, 
persuading them concerning Jesus, 
both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.
Acts 28:25  And when they agreed NOT among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
Acts 28:26  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:
Acts 28:27  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.
Acts 28:28  Be it known therefore unto you, 
that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it.

Acts 28:16-29 is NOT a body of Christ event. 

Of the 3 times that Paul talks about preaching to the Gentiles instead of to the Jews, Acts 28:28 is the first and only of those 3 times that Paul says he IS SENT unto the Gentiles. It is the first of the 3 incidents that Paul used the word "SENT". Acts 28:16-29 is part of a prophesied Israel event (Isaiah 6:9-12). Believe the verses shown you, in context, not the teacher.

Isaiah 6:9  And he said, 
Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
Isaiah 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and convert, 
and be healed.
Isaiah 6:11  Then said I, Lord, how long? 
And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
and the houses without man, 
and the land be utterly desolate,
Isaiah 6:12  And the LORD have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

Acts 28:16-29 is part of a prophesied Israel event (Isaiah 6:9-12).
Believe the verses shown you, in context, not the teacher.

Open the pages of your King James Bible and study this out.

ACTS ACTIONS, GRACE NOT LAW.

NOT UNDER LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE.

When Israel fell from being God’s means of dispensing salvation to men, that made Saul of Tarsus, and everyone else, unsavable by Israel’s covenants, doctrine and gospel. But did you ever wonder what happened to those other guys that voted for, or participated in their stoning of Holy Ghost filled Stephen, and in so doing, they were “speaking against” the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 6:3  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business.
Acts 6:8  ¶And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among the people.
Acts 6:9  Then there arose certain of the synagogue, 
which is called the synagogue of the 
Libertines, and 
Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of 
Cilicia and of 
Asia, 
disputing with Stephen.
Acts 6:10  And they were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.
Acts 6:11  Then they suborned men, which said, 
We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.

To suborn is to bribe someone to commit perjury, etc.

Acts 6:12  And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,
Acts 7:1  ¶Then said the high priest, Are these things so?
Acts 7:55  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

What happened to those elders, scribes, council, and the High Priest of Israel? Where ever they were, did they drop dead the instant that Stephen died, which completed the act of Israel's unforgivable sin? If not, why not?  Why didn’t they drop dead. Hadn’t they committed that same unforgivable sin against the Holy Ghost that Saul of Tarsus had committed? Wasn’t Saul of Tarsus trembling and astonished on the road to Damascus when he realized that he was in the same position, status and condition as Ananias and Saphira who were struck dead for belittling the Holy Ghost when they lied to Him? Weren’t those other guys also immediately in the same position as Ananias and Saphira and Saul of Tarsus?

Let’s stop there. I believe that is a key question, the answer to which can help us understand what was going on at the fall of Israel. They certainly would have been in the same unforgivable situation as Ananias and Saphira IF SOMETHING HADN'T CHANGED. It was the fall of Israel. That is what it was, the fall of Israel, OF ISRAEL the nation, NOT yet the fall of individual Israelites or Jews. 

See how before the fall of Israel, God mainly spoke to Israel about saving and blessing THE NATION of Israel, NOT just individuals. There are too many references to show them all, but here is a list of some of them, with the more explanatory verses quoted below:  (Genesis 12:2, Exodus 19:6, Matthew 2:2, 3:2, 4:17, 4:23, 6:10, 6:33, 10:7, 12:28, 16:19, 16:28, 18:3, 21:43, 27:11, 27:37, Mark 1:15, 11:10, 15:43, Luke 1:33, 8:1, 9:11, 10:9, 11:20, 12:32, 16:16, 17:20, 19:11, 19:38, 22:29, 23:3, John 3:3, 3:5, 12:13, 18:36, 18:37, Acts 1:3, 1:6, 2:30, 5:31).

Genesis 12:2  And I will make of thee a great NATION, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

Exodus 19:5  Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: 
for all the earth is mine:
Exodus 19:6  And ye shall be unto me a KINGDOM of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

Notice that God spoke it to Moses, for Moses to 

"speak unto the children of Israel", 

NOT to the rest of the world, NOT to us.

Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 21:43  Therefore say I unto you, 
The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.

The “YOU” in Matthew 21:43 is disbelieving Israel to whom Jesus Christ was speaking. Not us alien Gentiles such as those who, along with the Jews, were trying to find fault with Jesus Christ.

In these next verses, see how frequent and important the word "KINGDOM" is.

Luke 11:20  But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.
Luke 12:32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Luke 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.
John 18:37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
Acts 1:3  To whom also he shewed himself alive 
after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
Acts 1:6  ¶When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, 
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the KINGDOM to Israel?
Acts 2:30  Therefore being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
he would raise up Christ to sit on his THRONE;
Acts 5:31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a PRINCE and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

Now, see how after the fall of Israel, and during their diminishing, God spoke TO ISRAEL of a future saving and blessing only of INDIVIDUALS in Israel’s covenants, that believe in him as the Son of the living God, the resurrected Messiah, (whether former Jews, or former Gentiles).

For instance, in Samaria we see the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs as in Mark 16:20 and Acts 5:12, 15, and 16, during Israel's diminishing, from their fall, toward their Acts 28 blinding and casting away. 

Acts 8:6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.
Acts 8:7  For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, 
came out of many that were possessed with them: 
and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.

It's the Jew that requires a sign. So Philip's Samaria ministry with signs, was still to the Jews.

Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men AND WOMEN.

Baptizing women shows that the believing little flock was no longer baptizing men only for the prophesied kingdom of priests. They were baptizing INDIVIDUALS in THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST as a confession of His identity, in line with the gospel of God as shown in Romans 10:8-11.

Next, consider Philip’s ministry to the Ethiopian eunuch. In these verses, you can see the individual application of the scriptures, not a national application anymore.

Acts 8:30  And Philip ran thither to him, 
and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest?
Acts 8:31  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? 
And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.

Acts 8:35  Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus.
Acts 8:36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 
and the eunuch said, 
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
Acts 8:37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Acts 8:38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: 
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him.

After Israel’s Acts 7 fall, God was just in beginning to reveal the mystery of Christ beginning with the salvation of Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, starting with the gospel of God, and then the gospel of salvation to those diminishing INDIVIDUAL Israelites or Jews.

Acts 9:5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Acts 9:6  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.
Acts 9:20  And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.

Next, after Israel’s fall and during their diminishing, and after Paul had been saved starting the body of Christ, consider Peter's ministry to Cornelius. The gospel to diminishing Israel is still for INDIVIDUALS having known Israel’s gospel, to believe "THE NAME" and identity of the resurrected Jesus Christ, in line with the gospel of God. In Acts 10:43, you can see that Peter is not preaching forgiveness of sins.  He is only offering "remission of sins" and that, only to those believing "HIS NAME".

Acts 10:35  But in every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him.
Acts 10:43  To him give all the prophets witness, 
that through HIS NAME WHOSOEVER believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.

The fact that Peter was still preaching Israel's "faith-and-works-for-remission" gospel shows that there was no general preaching of salvation, by grace through faith without works, as in the mystery of Christ dispensing His salvation to the same people during Israel's diminishing.

I believe that, after Jesus stood up in heaven, and that Jewish mob finished assassinating Stephen, at that instant, either God the Father made Christ's enemies his footstool, and that would have been quite obvious, or else, that is the moment when the mystery of Christ, the secret dispensings that Christ had hidden, were initiated. 

Then, according to Acts 9:1, a few days or hours later, during Saul's trip to Damascus, he saw, and changed his mind about, and believed, and submitted to the risen Lord Jesus Christ. Unbeknownst to Saul, at that very moment, he became “saved”, and “sealed”, and was made to “sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”.  At that instant, Saul became the first member of the body of Christ, with Christ as the Head of that body. That was the first use of the mystery of Christ that was kept secret since the world began. Christ had kept it hidden, and not revealed it to anyone until that "revelation of the mystery" to Saul of Tarsus.

1 Timothy 1:12  ¶And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
1 Timothy 1:13  Who was before 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 
but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
1 Timothy 1:14  And the grace of our Lord 
was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

Before reading verse 15, look briefly at the first part of verse 16.

1 Timothy 1:16  
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me FIRST (“first” equals “chief”)

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I am CHIEF. (“chief” equals “first”)
1 Timothy 1:16  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

That all being true, at the instant Israel's high priest and his partners stoned Stephen in their unforgivable sin, all those elders, and scribes, and the council, and the High Priest, and the rest of the world all stopped being able to initially come to God, or access God by Israel’s covenants.  

At the salvation of Paul, mankind started being able to initially come to God, or access God only by receiving the mystery of Christ, with the gospel of Christ dispensed to them starting at that time, instantly leading believers into the body of Christ. Saul of Tarsus was the only one willing to receive that grace at that time, but it was the beginning of being under grace, NOT under the Law.

1 Corinthians 9:17  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, 
a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

Ephesians 3:4  Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in the MYSTERY of Christ)
Ephesians 3:5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
Ephesians 3:6  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of the same body, 
and partakers of his PROMISE in Christ by the gospel:

What is Christ’s promise?

2 Timothy 1:1  ¶Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the PROMISE of LIFE which is in Christ Jesus,

In what way did Christ promise LIFE to believers receiving it?

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; 
but the GIFT of God is eternal LIFE through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.
1 Timothy 1:16  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

Those who had been called while in circumcision, Paul said were to remain in circumcision. That was the prophetic remnant, the little flock, kingdom “church of God”. Also according to First Corinthians 7, verses 17-20, those who had been called while in uncircumcision, Paul said remained in uncircumcision and were not to try to be the circumcision.

1 Corinthians 7:17  ¶But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. 
And so ordain I in all churches.
1 Corinthians 7:18  Is any man called being circumcised? 
let him not become uncircumcised. 
Is any called in uncircumcision? 
let him not be circumcised.
1 Corinthians 7:19  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments of God.
1 Corinthians 7:20  
Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

Under this new pattern, formerly unforgivable people, like Saul and the rest of disbelieving Israel, were under a new criteria in determining their standing with God.  It was no longer a matter of keeping the law under which they were unforgivable. It was no longer a matter of keeping the covenants that God made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s 12 sons and tribal heads. The truth was exposed that Christ had died for all their sins as a propitiation “through faith in his blood”. That is the blood of the cross where Jesus Christ redeemed us, and justified us through faith, saving us by His grace.
 
So, are you discrediting the Damascus road salvation of Saul of Tarsus because if he should have been immediately killed by God, then all those other stoners of Stephen would also have been instantly killed too? If you are using that as a reason for not believing that Saul of Tarsus would have been killed as unforgivable if nothing had changed, then the reason is that at the instant Saul of Tarsus was saved by receiving Christ’s gospel of salvation, the mystery of Christ began to be revealed for all mankind, along with the body of Christ.  

Sinners were no longer under the law, but under grace like Saul of Tarsus was, and like the stoners of Holy Ghost filled Stephen were, and like you and I are. Christ had died for all of Saul’s unforgivableness and sin, as well as for the sin and unforgivableness of all those other assassins. The fact that Saul of Tarsus and those other stoners of Stephen did not all drop dead from unforgivableness, like Ananias and Saphira did, is proof that God had started doing something new, a new pattern of dispensing salvation to man.

BUT, not only that! By the end of Acts 7, The NATION OF ISRAEL had fallen, was Loammi, and no longer a way to God. The NATION OF ISRAEL had lost its special status as God’s light unto the Gentiles. Christ had then set Paul to be a light of the Gentiles, that he should be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

Now, INDIVIDUAL ISRAELITES would have to come to God for salvation like everyone else, as a sinner needing a Saviour, receiving the gift of eternal life by believing that Jesus is the Son of God, risen from the dead, having died their death for their sins, was buried, and rose again.

ACTS ACTIONS, FIRST IN ANTIOCH.

“First In Antioch.”

In the past, we have looked at differences that were made by the events of Acts 6 through Acts 10. Now, we want to see how some of those differences apply to the events in Acts 11 through Acts 14. 

To start off, we want to consider the difference in the Bible between disciples and Christians in Acts, especially in the three places the Bible uses the word “Christian”. In so doing, we should avoid the use of non-scriptural terms. Although the words “disciples”, and “Christians” are in the scriptures, Paul did not use either word.

In order to define these two words we need to expand on the dictionary definition to include how the words were used in context in the Bible, in Bible times. First of all, to dispel any misunderstandings, “disciple” is a different word with a different meaning than “apostle”. “Apostle” simply means “sent out one”. 

However, Oxford Dictionaries say "disciples" are "followers" or "learners". Wikipedia says, "The New Testament records many followers of Jesus during his ministry, but only some became disciples." From the use of the word in Matthew through Acts, "disciples" seems to also include the thought of being "correctable".  In other words, disciples are "correctable followers", instead of “resistive followers”.  They are "correctable learners", instead of “resistive learners”..

Oxford Dictionaries says a “Christian” is "a person who has received Christian baptism or is a believer in Jesus Christ and his teachings." I hope to show why I believe that those called Christians in the Acts 11 context are simply disciples to whom the righteousness of God has been imputed, due to believing Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins. So there were either disbelievers, or disciples, or Christian disciples.

The Acts 8:1 and Acts 9:1 persecution of the church of God which was at Jerusalem scattered kingdom church believers who, until its reversal in Acts 10:15, only preached to Jews, and Greek speaking Jews as they had been told in Matthew 10:5-8. 

Matthew 10:5  These twelve Jesus sent forth, 
and commanded them, saying, 
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

Some of them went north to Syrian Antioch and started meeting as the Jewish “church of God” in Antioch. So, Syrian Antioch certainly started as a refugee outpost of the “church of God” in Jerusalem (Acts 11:19-20). There was tremendous growth in prophecy's kingdom “church of God”, as well as growth in the scriptures (Acts 6:7).  


The Cornelius event in Acts 10, validated some changes including the then-recent Acts 7 end of the immediate kingdom offer to Israel, and so it also validated the re-inviting of the Greeks into the little flock “church of God”, starting with Peter’s visit to Cornelius in Acts 10:9-16, and it also validated the changes that were coming in Syrian Antioch in Acts 11:26. 

Saul of Tarsus had not been saved by Israel's doctrine or gospel. He was not even forgivable that way. Saul of Tarsus was not saved until after Israel fell in  Acts 7. Then, God started a new pattern by which to save Paul, and those who thereafter believe on Christ to life everlasting. God could start a new pattern of salvation because Israel had WALKED AWAY FROM God’s covenant to them that included “I will curse him that curseth thee”, as the Gentiles had been doing [Genesis 12:3b, Acts 13:46, Romans 11:11]. 

The Jerusalem church initially sent Barnabas to Syrian Antioch. Barnabas saw the grace of God displayed in that Jew and Greek “church of God” in Acts 11:23, as it had been displayed in Acts 4:33. It was some of that "grace and truth" that Jesus Christ had visited Israel with for about 3 years. 

Barnabas went from Syrian Antioch, to Tarsus to seek Saul, and brought him to Syrian Antioch where Saul taught the gospel of God believers for a whole year (Acts 11:25-26). Let me show six consistent reasons why I am strongly believing that something began there in Syrian Antioch. When I say consistent reasons, I am referring to Second Peter 1:20, that no scripture is to be interpretted privately, apart from the meaning of the entire scriptures, rightly divided. Since God does not double-talk, or contradict Himself, all of the six reasons should be in agreement. Before I explain each of the six reasons, here is a list of them: 

(1) The little flock knew, believed, and even preached the “gospel of God” before, and during their scattering.
 (2) Jerusalem’s sendings.
[bookmark: list3] (3) Relief. Starting with the Syrian Antioch assembly in Acts 11:27-30, the “body of Christ” churches, fed the “church of God” in Jerusalem.
 (4) Later in Romans 16:25-26, Paul explicitly told us how he first “stablished” believers who believed the “gospel of God" (Romans 1:3-4) with the “gospel of Christ” that he called “my gospel”, followed by the “preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery”, which would take the remainder of the “whole year” that Paul “taught” believers and seekers assembled in the Syrian Antioch meeting.
 (5) Antioch’s sendings.
 (6) The term “Christian” is an honorable term. (Acts 11:26), (First Peter 4:14-16, “as”, not “being”), (Acts 26:27-29, almost persuaded to be a ?JEW?).

Those six reasons show why the Syrian Antioch assembly, meeting with Paul, became well known brethren, identified as “Christians”, “Christ’s ones”, a remnant of Israel’s disciples that had elected to receive God’s grace during a dispensing of the “gospel of Christ” that leads into the “body of Christ”.

[bookmark: text1]
(1.) The little flock knew, believed and even preached the “gospel of God” before, and during their scattering.

The scriptural accounts prove that, unlike the apostate Jews, the Jews in the little flock already believed, and preached the “gospel of God” by the time of their scattering.

The scattered little flock believers preached what they had believed. They believed what they had been taught. So, let’s see WHAT PETER HAD TAUGHT them.

Peter was a believer in the “gospel of God”, and he preached it in Acts 2:29-32.

	Acts 2:29  Men and brethren, 
	let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, 
	that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
	Acts 2:30  Therefore being a prophet, 
	and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
	that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
	he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
	Acts 2:31  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
	that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
	Acts 2:32  This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses.

Sure, the Syrian Antioch meeting started with the Jewish little flock disciples that had been scattered from Jerusalem. Some of them went north, downhill to Syrian Antioch and started meeting as the Jewish “church of God” that had been added to in Acts 2:47. But when did that “church of God” start being called the “church of the Gentiles”? To see that, first let’s see what the Bible says that those scattered Jews did as they scattered. STEPHEN was stoned immediately before the scattering, but let us see what he preached.  It was in line with what the scattered Jews believed, and preached.

Acts 7:51  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye.
Acts 7:52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 
and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; 
of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:
Acts 7:53  Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, 
and have not kept it.
Acts 7:54  ¶When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with their teeth.
Acts 7:55  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
Acts 7:56  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God

Here, we can see that Stephen preached that Jesus is “the Just One”, now resurrected in heaven (Acts 7:51-56). Later, Ananias also identified “the Just One” as Jesus Christ that appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 22:14). Later yet, Paul identified that “Just One” as being the righteous judge that appeared to him on the road to Damascus (Second Timothy 4:8).

	Acts 22:14  And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, 
	that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, 
	and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.
	
	2 Timothy 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
	which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
	and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

These verses prove that Stephen was a “gospel of God” believer, preaching the “gospel of God”.

Next, let’s see WHAT PHILIP BELIEVED AND PREACHED in Acts 8.

Acts 8:5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them.

What did Philip preach about Christ? Philip identified Christ as Jesus, resurrected from the dead. Philip was a “gospel of God” believer, preaching the “gospel of God”, as we can see in:

Acts 8:35  Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus.

What did Philip preach to that eunuch about Jesus? Philip had no doubts about what he was to preach.  Philip went about preaching the “gospel of God”. Philip identified Jesus as the prophesied one they had been waiting for (Romans 1:2), the risen Messiah (Romans 1:3-4), the Son of God. Again, that was a “gospel of God” believer, preaching the “gospel of God”. We can see that more specifically two verses later, in:

Acts 8:37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ IS the SON of God.

Don’t overlook the importance of this indicator of the veracity of your Bible. If your bible does not have the Acts 8:37 “gospel of God” declaration in it, then you do not have the preserved, pure word of God, the King James Bible. 

Acts 8:37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ IS the SON of God.

Philip Identified who Jesus was by His name. The name of Jesus identified Him by including that Jesus is the risen Lord Jesus Christ. That is why during a dispensation of the “gospel of Christ”, they were to believe “the name of Jesus”. Again, Philip was a “gospel of God” believer, preaching the “gospel of God”.

Next, we are going to see MULTIPLE DISCIPLES doing what Philip did in preaching the “gospel of God”.

Acts 8:4  ¶Therefore they that were scattered abroad 
went every where PREACHING THE WORD.

That verse describes multiple, scattered “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God”. 

Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, 
they were baptized, both men and women.

That was MULTIPLE DISCIPLES believing the name of Jesus Christ, his identity, which is the “gospel of God”. Again, that was “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God”.

Acts 9:21  But all that heard him were amazed, 
and said; Is not this he that 
destroyed “THEM” WHICH CALLED ON THIS NAME IN JERUSALEM, 
and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?

Again, Those that were called the “THEM”, of “THEM which called on this name”, the “THEM” were scattered “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God”.

In a special purpose Israel event, Peter preached the “gospel of God” TO CORNELIUS in Acts 10:36-43.

	Acts 10:36  The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
	preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)
	Acts 10:37  That word, I say, ye know, 
	which was published throughout all Judaea, 
	and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;
	Acts 10:38  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
	with the Holy Ghost and with power:  
	who went about doing good, 
	and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 
	for God was with him.
	Acts 10:39  And we are witnesses of all things which he did 
	both in the land of the Jews,  and in Jerusalem; 
	whom they slew and hanged on a tree:
	Acts 10:40  Him God raised up the third day, 
and shewed him openly;
	Acts 10:41  Not to all the people, 
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, 
	even to us, who did eat and drink with him 
after he rose from the dead.
	Acts 10:42  And he commanded us to preach unto the people, 
	and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God 
	to be the Judge of quick and dead.
	Acts 10:43  To him give all the prophets witness, 
	that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
	shall receive remission of sins.

Years later, in the Acts 20 time period, when Paul wrote in Romans about Israel’s mistakes, Israel’s resultant status, and  the effect that the Cornelius event had, he wrote:

	Romans 10:12 For there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: 
	for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.
	Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon 
	the NAME of the Lord shall be saved.

Romans 10:12 is a proof that by the time Paul wrote it, Israel had fallen and was no longer being offered the “at hand” kingdom that Christ had commissioned his apostles to go only to Israel announcing the at-handedness of the kingdom, NOT TO THE GENTILES, or to the Samaritans. After the Cornelius event, “there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek”

Apostate Israel rejected the facts of who Jesus is.  They fought the little flock believers in the “gospel of God”. The MULTIPLE, little flock disciples preached the “gospel of God” as they scattered.

Acts 11:19  ¶Now they which were scattered abroad 
upon the persecution that arose about Stephen 
travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, 
PREACHING THE WORD to none but unto the Jews only.

That was scattered “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God” in Antioch of Syria.

Acts 11:20  And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, 
PREACHING THE LORD JESUS.

Who  do you think was probably one of those “men of Cyprus” who PREACHED the Lord Jesus, the “gospel of God””? Look at:

Acts 4:36  And Joses, 
who by the apostles was surnamed BARNABAS, 
(which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) 
a Levite, and OF THE COUNTRY OF CYPRUS,
Acts 4:37  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Cyprus certainly was Greek speaking, as probably both Cyprus and Cyrene were. So, in Acts 11:20, some men of Cyprus (large Island) and Cyrene (north-coast of Libya, Africa) were at Jerusalem when Stephen’s stoning started the persecution, and they went to Antioch and spake unto the Grecians, who being Greek speaking Jews were split about the Messiahship of Jesus. The majority of those Jews sided with the High Priest, and the minority of those Jews sided with Peter, Stephen, and the little flock. 

Remember that it was the Greek speaking Jews that tried to kill Saul in Jerusalem in Acts 9:29. That was when Saul got sent to Tarsus where Barnabas had to go, to seek Saul. Those that sided with the little flock PREACHED THE LORD JESUS, that Jesus is the Lord (the “gospel of God”). Again, that was multiple, scattered, “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God” in Syrian Antioch.

Acts 11:21  And THE HAND OF THE LORD WAS WITH “THEM”: 
and a great number believed, 
and turned unto the Lord.

Again, that was multiple, scattered “gospel of God” believers, preaching the “gospel of God”. Those were some of them that were scattered, and went downhill to Syrian Antioch and began meeting as a Jewish “church of God”, believing, and preaching the “gospel of God”.  It is easy to see how bold those scattered “gospel of God” believers were at preaching the “gospel of God” in Syrian Antioch.

Even before Barnabas got Saul to come from Tarsus to Syrian Antioch, those Syrian Antioch believers believed, and preached the “gospel of God”, and showed the love of God. Not only that, but Barnabas saw that they exhibited the grace of God among them (Acts 11:23).

What did Paul teach for a whole year in Syrian Antioch?  Was Paul restricted to preach only the “gospel of God” to those “gospel of God” believers who had been not only believing it, but also preaching the “gospel of God”? I CAN’T SEE ANY Biblical evidence that Saul was teaching only the “gospel of God” to them. Those who had been scattered to Syrian Antioch already believed the “gospel of God”, that is why, and how they came to be in the little flock, prophetic remnant. 

Remember that this was early in the history of the “body of Christ”. Paul was still the only man in the “body of Christ”. There were none of what Paul later called the “churches of the Gentiles” in Romans 16:4. The Bible had not yet reported that Paul had a manner, or mode of operation, a usual way of doing things. Paul was not restricted by “his manner”. 

Also, remember that this all had happened before Paul wrote in Romans 15:20 that he would “strive to preach the gospel not where Christ was named”. Paul was not under a restriction to keep that which he had not yet said he would strive to do. Remember that those little flock Jewish believers in Syrian Antioch had no need to hear the “gospel of God”.  They already knew the “gospel of God”, and believed it, and preached it.

Let’s look back from the present time with many “churches of the Gentiles”, look back to when there were just a few “churches of the Gentiles”, and Paul wrote to them in the Bible. Now, think back even further to when there was just one “church of the Gentiles”, called “the brethren of the Gentiles” in Acts 15:23. That first “church of the Gentiles” was formerly a “church of God”, made up of little flock believers of the "gospel of God”.

What did Paul teach for “a whole year” that caused those Jewish disciples to be the first “church of the Gentiles”. It could not have been only the “gospel of God” because there is no promise of salvation in the “gospel of God”. The promise of salvation and baptism into the “body of Christ” is in the “gospel of Christ”, that Christ was crucified for our sins, for all my sins, as my only hope of salvation. The Bible had not yet named the “gospel of Christ” by that time, but the results of what Paul taught for “a whole year” prove that they had been taught beyond the gospel of God. They had to have heard, and believed the “gospel of Christ”.

Paul was the only one that could have preached to them what they needed to hear and believe about what Saul experienced on the road to Damascus. That was the “gospel of Christ”, the gospel of salvation. That means those in that church were not just becoming smarter and smarter Jews in the prophetic remnant.  But, it means that they were part of the “remnant according to the election of grace” [Romans 11:5-6], individually electing to believe Paul’s gospel to permanently come into the “body of Christ”.

Acts 11:26  And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, 
and taught much people. 
And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

(2.) Jerusalem’s sendings.

Let’s compare God’s way of providing authority in the Samaritan churches, to His way of providing authority in the Syrian Antioch church. Here is the Samaritan account.

Acts 8:5-6,14-17
Acts 8:5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them.
Acts 8:6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, 
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

Acts 8:14  ¶Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent unto them Peter and John:
Acts 8:15  Who, when they were come down, 
prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
Acts 8:16  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: 
only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Acts 8:17  Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost.

As the authorizing group, Israel’s 12 apostles sent representatives, Peter and John, to validate and confirm what their representative, Philip, had reported about those churches in Samaria. 

Look at how differently God authorized the Syrian Antioch church of God after their initial representative, Barnabas, assessed the situation there.

Acts 11:22  Then tidings of these things came unto 
the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: 
and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go AS FAR AS Antioch.

Antioch was the limit of the twelve’s sending of Barnabas. The 12 sent 1 of the 7 (Barnabas), as they had sent 1 of the 7 (Philip) to Samaria. The 7 were a group of trusted men that were under the authority of Israel’s 12 apostles (Acts 6:1-4). 

After receiving Philip’s report back from Samaria, the 12 sent 2 of Israel’s apostles (Peter and John) to Philip in Samaria. But after Holy Ghost filled Barnabas’s visit to Antioch, This isn’t written down, but its like he had been redirected by God to go to Tarsus seeking Saul without any authority to do so from Israel’s 12 apostles in Jerusalem who had only sent Barnabas “as far as” Antioch.

Its like Israel’s 12 apostles were saying and showing, “we recognize your group is there, and that you are brethren, believing the foundational truth of the “gospel of God”, but you are NOT under our line of authority. You are under a different line of authority from God. 

Remember that some of this is only speculation, but some of it could only have happened this way. We do know that Antioch’s church started as a little flock church of God, and later it was a body of Christ church from which Paul was sent out as an apostle. Some of the details in between are spelled out, and some of the details are only hinted at.

Acts 11:23  Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, 
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.
Acts 11:24  For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: 
and much people was added unto the Lord.

Acts 11:25  Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:

Apparently, God prompted Barnabas to go get Saul of Tarsus independent of, and beyond any sending by Israel’s 12 apostles. Barnabas had been sent to Syrian Antioch’s “gospel of God” believers, just like Philip had been sent to Samaria before Peter and John were sent. But, after Barnabas went to Syrian Antioch, he did NOT send for 2 of the 12 apostles to authorize the group. But instead, “then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul….” That was a change in procedure toward the Syria Antioch church.

(3) Relief. Starting with the Syrian Antioch assembly in Acts 11:27-30, the “body of Christ” churches, fed the “church of God” in Jerusalem. They “set in order the things that are wanting” (food and clothing). They “supplieth the want of the saints” (food and clothing). In Acts 20:28, the Holy Ghost gave them their job description. He had already made them overseers, to feed the “church of God”, (Acts 14:23) overseeing the funds to buy their food.

In Acts 11:26, we see the first time believers in Paul's gospel are called Christians. In Acts 11:29 we see the Syrian Antioch church was first to help the destitute Jerusalem saints who had sold all their possessions as the Lord, and the twelve had preached for them to do, to bring in the kingdom out of heaven. Later Paul charged the “body of Christ” churches in a dispensation of the gospel of Christ to send relief to the Jerusalem “church of God”, which they did, until it died out through attrition. Remember that Paul had prepared for that relief by ordaining them elders in every church in Acts 14:23.

	Acts 14:23  
And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 
	and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, 
	on whom they believed.

With the Lord caring for the needy flock in Jerusalem (Acts 20:28) by means of calling on the “body of Christ” churches to share in the need of the (kingdom) churches throughout Judaea in the Acts epistles, I cannot see any scripture from Luke, or Paul, or anyone else showing that Acts 11:27-30 is any different than being the start of the policy of Paul’s body of Christ churches supplying the need of the Jerusalem church of God to eat. 

Here is a list of the “body of Christ” churches that sent relief to the “church of God” in Jerusalem, starting from the last church to send relief, and going back to the first church to send relief:

AID, RELIEF (11 events referenced in order from last to first): 

Titus 1:5, 7. 
"...set in order the THINGS THAT ARE WANTING, and 
ordain elders...." (Tts.1:5). 
"… as the STEWARD of God...." (Tts.1:7).

First Timothy 2:8 through 3:16, 
"a good work." (1st Tim.3:1). 
"take care of the church of God," (1st Tim.3:5). 
"how thou OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE thyself...." (1st Tim.3:15).

Acts 20:17,28,33-35, 
"the Holy Ghost hath made you 
OVERSEERS, TO FEED the church of God" (Acts 20:28)
"so labouring YE OUGHT TO SUPPORT the weak ...." (Acts 20:35).

Romans 15:25-27, 
"minister unto the saints." (Rom.15:25). 
"a certain contribution for the poor saints," (Rom.15:26). 
"their DEBTORS they are," (Rom.15:27).
"their DUTY is also to minister unto them in carnal things." (Rom.15:27).

Romans 12:13,  "Distributing to the necessity of saints."

Second Corinthians 8:4, 9:1, 10, 12, 13, (8:1 to 9:15), 
"ministering to the saints". (2nd Cor.8:4).
"ministering to the saints". (2nd Cor.9:1).
"this service ... supplieth the want of the saints,"(2nd Cor.9:12). 
"liberal distribution". (2nd Cor.9:13).

First Corinthians 16:1-4, 13-18, 
"I have GIVEN ORDER ... so do ye".  (1st Cor.16:1).
"your liberality unto Jerusalem". (1st Cor.16:3).
"Submit yourselves unto such ...." (1st Cor.16:16). (those who 
addicted themselves to serving the poor saints in 
the church of God in Jerusalem).

First Thessalonians 5:14, "SUPPORT the weak".

Galatians 2:9-10, "WE SHOULD remember the poor". (Galatians 2:10).

Acts 14:21-23, "ordained them elders in every church." (Acts 14:23).

Acts 11:27-30, 12:25, the body of Christ's first corporate action, determined to 
send relief to Jerusalem. 
“Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, 
when they had fulfilled their ministry….”

(4) After Barnabas brought Saul to Syrian Antioch, something, somewhere in the text must give a clue as to what caused the change in those disciples in Syrian Antioch. In the light of Galatians 2:18, I cannot believe that Paul ever preached for anyone to start believing the “circumcision gospel”. More had to have happened in Syrian Antioch than what Luke reported in his Acts history. 

In Acts 12:1-2 Herod killed Israel’s apostle James. Think back to Acts chapter 1 and the elaborate process needed before Israel fell, in the choosing of a replacement for Judas Iscariot in order to maintain 12 apostles for Israel. 

But here in Acts 12, after Israel had fallen in Acts 7, the little flock did NOT replace their killed, fellow apostle to keep Israel’s apostles numbering 12. That is another proof that Israel had fallen between Acts 1 and Acts 12, helping to confirm the Acts 7 fall of Israel.

So, after Israel’s fall, what did Paul preach for that whole year in Syrian Antioch (Acts 11:26) that caused the change in them, for the disciples to be called “Christians” as well as disciples? I can’t believe that Saul preached only the “gospel of God” for a whole year to those gospel of God preachers in the Syrian Antioch meeting. Luke didn't say it in that passage. But later, Paul gave us information about that.

Years later, by Acts 17, verses 2, through 4, Paul had developed his manner, his mode of operation, that he would go to a town, and find where the Jews met for their Sabbath meeting, and for three Sabbath meetings, he would preach to them the “gospel of God” about Jesus being the risen Messiah, and then he would meet (vs.4 consort, vs.17 met with) with those who believed the “gospel of God”, and then preach to them the saving “gospel of Christ”.

Later, Paul explicitly told us how he “STABLISHED” those who had believed the “gospel of God" (Romans 1:3-4), stablishing them first with the “gospel of Christ” that he called “my gospel”, followed by the “preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery”, which would take, at least, the 49 weeks remainding of that “whole year” that Paul “taught”, being assembled together in the Syrian Antioch meeting. As Paul’s manner developed, he would preach the “gospel of God” for 3 Sabbath meetings and then preach the “gospel of Christ” to those that believed the “gospel of God”. So, in Syrian Antioch, after Paul preached the “gospel of God” for 3 weeks, that still left 49 weeks for Paul to preach the “gospel of Christ” to the “gospel of God“ preachers in Syrian Antioch.

Let these next two verses show us what was Paul’s attitude having received Christ’s commission to preach salvation to the same people that God had been working through on earth, Israel, and those Gentiles blessing with Israel.

	Romans 10:1  ¶Brethren, 
	my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
	that they (ISRAEL) might be SAVED.
	
	1 Corinthians 10:33  Even as I please all men in all things, 
	not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, 
	that they may be SAVED.

For a “gospel of God” believer to be saved he must hear and believe the gospel of salvation, which is either the gospel of Christ, or the gospel of the grace of God.

First Corinthians, being written in Acts 19, did not change Paul’s Acts 13:4 sending. Christ did NOT widen Paul’s sending to all men until at least Acts 20:6. But earlier, in Acts 18, Christ did reveal to Paul that in the future, He  
would widen His sending of Paul to all men.  

Here in this next verse, we can see Paul’s teaching on how that stablishing will take place in the life of the believer after they hear and believe the “gospel of God”.

	Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you 
according to 
	my gospel, and the 
	preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, 
	which was kept secret since the world began,

“My gospel” is the gospel of salvation, that they may be saved. Paul said that the STABLISHING of a “gospel of God” believer starts with him hearing and believing the GOSPEL OF SALVATION.

After Paul preached what he called “my gospel”, he would begin “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began”. See how this next verse echoes that truth after the Acts period.

	1 Timothy 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved 

(“my gospel), 

	and to come unto the knowledge of the truth 

(“preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery”).

So, when Paul teaches about the “stablishing” of “gospel of God” believers, it always starts with being saved by believing Paul’s “gospel of Christ” crucified for our sins. Then, he goes on with, coming “to the knowledge of the truth” by receiving “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery”.

(5) Antioch’s sendings.

In Acts 13:1- 4, Saul and Barnabas were SENT OUT together, by two simultaneous sendings, in a dispensing of the gospel of Christ, which also fulfilled for Israel, some of their prophecies about the Lord working a work in your days, among the heathen, because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth, and cut it short in righteousness. [Acts 13:41, Romans 9:28]. They were sent out both by the prophets and teachers at Syrian Antioch, and also by the Holy Ghost. 

Regarding the prophets and teachers sending out Barnabas and Saul, Acts 14:26 shows that in Acts 13:3, Paul and Barnabas were "RECOMMENDED to the grace of God" from the Antioch church prophets and teachers.

	Acts 14:26  And thence sailed to Antioch, 
	from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God 
	for the work which they fulfilled.

Acts 14:26 also says that THEY FULFILLED what they were SENT out to do.  Sometimes, by finding what they did, we can find out what they were SENT OUT to do.

	Acts 13:46  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, 
	It was NECESSARY that the word of God 
	should FIRST have been spoken to you: 
	but seeing ye put it from you, 
	and judge yourselves unworthy of EVERLASTING LIFE, 
	lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
	Acts 13:47  For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 
	I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 
	that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.
	Acts 13:48  And when the Gentiles heard this, 
	they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: 
	and as many as were ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE believed.

After Pisidian Antioch, Barnabas and Paul came to the synagogue of the Jews at Iconium.

	Acts 14:3  Long time therefore abode they 
speaking boldly in the Lord, 
	which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, 
	and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

Then, at Lystra, the Jews from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium stoned Paul but he rose up and preached the gospel in those cities, and confirmed the souls of the disciples.

	Acts 14:23  And when they had 
ordained them ELDERS in every church, 
	and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, 
	on whom they believed.

Do  you suppose that their fasting had something to do with the purpose of the elders, to oversee the feeding of the poor saints in the church of God in Jerusalem?

	Acts 14:26  And thence sailed to Antioch, 
	from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God 
	for the work which they fulfilled.
	Acts 14:27  And when they were come, 
	and had gathered the church together, 
	they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how 
HE HAD OPENED THE DOOR OF FAITH UNTO THE GENTILES.

If those commissioning prophets and teachers at Syrian Antioch were still only little flock type believing Jews, then they could NOT have sent out Barnabas and Saul, commissioning them to do what they went and did during their sending, including preaching FORGIVENESS of sins and preaching JUSTIFICATION from all things (Acts 13:38-39), preaching EVERLASTING life (Acts 13:46), preaching ETERNAL life (Acts 13:48), and through them, God “opened the DOOR OF FAITH unto the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27).

That preaching trip by Barnabas and Saul included the first recorded “gospel of Christ” presentation in Acts 13:14-52, as part of what God separated them out to do as sent by the prophets and teachers with Syrian Antioch's new direction as Paul’s home base of operations. As inspired Luke presents, they were the first ones in the Bible that were called Christians, or “Christ’s ones”. If those prophets and teachers that sent out Barnabas and Saul had NOT been body of Christ members they would NOT have the authority to send them out with that message and power.

Here is that simultaneous sending of Barnabas and Saul.

	Acts 13:1  ¶Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
	certain prophets and teachers; as 
	Barnabas, 
	and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, 
	and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
	and Saul.
	Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, 
	Separate ME BARNABAS AND SAUL 		
	FOR THE WORK whereunto I have called them.
	Acts 13:3  And when THEY had fasted and prayed, 
	and LAID THEIR HANDS on them, 
	THEY SENT THEM away.

Acts 13:3 is their being sent away by the prophets and teachers.

	Acts 13:4  ¶So they, being SENT FORTH BY THE HOLY GHOST, 
	departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

Acts 13:4 is their being SENT forth by the Holy Ghost. That is the two simultaneous sendings. One sending by the prophets and teachers in Syrian Antioch in Acts 13:3 which ended in Acts 14:26, and the other sending by the Holy Ghost in Acts13:4 which continued until Christ widened Paul’s sending to all men In Acts 20:6, shortly after the temple vision.

(6) The term “Christian” Is an honorable term. (Acts 26:27-29, almost persuaded to be a ?JEW?), (First Peter 4:15-16, “as”, not “being”), (Acts 11:26).

The idea that, in the Bible, the word “Christian” was used in a specifically derogatory sense is simply unfounded in the Bible. That appears to have been a recent explanation used to change people’s understanding of what the translators accurately translated as, “Christian”, “Christ’s one”.

Before considering the Acts 11 use of the word “Christian”, let’s see in what ways the word is used in the rest of scripture. If its meaning in all of its uses do NOT match then beware of falling into using the word “Christian” as a private interpretation. Additionally, if the word’s use does NOT match its use in the other places it is used in scripture, then it cannot be interpreted in a specific sense that only applies to that use of the word.

Let us start with King Agrippa’s use of the word “Christian” in Acts 26:24-29. Then we will consider how King Agrippa’s use of the word compares to Peter’s use of the word in First Peter 4:15-16.

Felix, and King Festus, and King Agrippa are involved in the Acts 26 account. Felix had left Paul in Roman custody when King Festus took over. When King Agrippa came to salute Festus, we read the following incident.

	Acts 26:24  ¶And as he thus spake for himself, 
	Festus said with a loud voice, 
	Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.
	Acts 26:25  But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; 
	but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

Then, still speaking to King Festus, Paul continued by saying:

	Acts 26:26  For the king knoweth of these things, 
	before whom also I speak freely: 
	for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; 
	for this thing was not done in a corner.

Then, Paul addresses King Agrippa about Israel’s prophets, by saying:

	Acts 26:27  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? 
	I know that THOU BELIEVEST.

At that point, Paul declared that King Agrippa was a believer in Israel’s prophets. It is the Jews that believe the covenants, commandments, and prophecies of the prophets. So, King Agrippa was a Jew of some sort.

	Acts 26:28  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, 
	Almost thou persuadest me to BE A CHRISTIAN.

So, being a Christian cannot mean being a Jew. Since King Agrippa already was a Jew, to some degree, he could not have been stating that “Almost thou persuadest me to BE A JEW”. He already was a Jew. Paul was persuading King Agrippa to be a believer in Paul’s gospel of the grace of God. 

What, about Paul, was different from the Jews when he said? 

	Acts 26:29  And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, 
	but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, 
	and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

What, about Paul, was different from the Jews when he said that? The difference was that Paul was a believer in the gospel of the grace of God, in the mystery of Christ, which put him in the body of Christ. That is what Paul meant by “I would to God that King Agrippa was altogether as Paul was”. That is what Paul was persuading King Agrippa to be, “A CHRISTIAN”, by trusting his salvation to Christ by the gospel of the grace of God.

Secondly, lets look at Peter’s use of the word “Christian”. If there ever was any thought that the word “Christian” was meant to be a derogatory word, First Peter 4:15-16 should dispel that idea. 

	1 Peter 4:15  But let none of you suffer 
	AS A murderer, or 
	AS A thief, or 
	AS AN evildoer, or 
	AS A busybody in other men's matters.

Those believers in Peter’s gospel, that Peter pledged to go to, including to write to, (they) were NOT murderers, NOT thiefs, NOT evildoers, and NOT busybodies. But some of them were being reproached and suffering AS A murderer, suffering AS A thief, suffering AS AN evildoer, or suffering AS A busybody. Some of them were even being reproached and suffering AS A Christian, AS THOSE CHRISTIANS are suffering. Peter’s audience were  NOT CHRISTIANS in the body of Christ, but they were SUFFERING AS A Christian suffers, as if they were Christians. 

	1 Peter 4:16  Yet if any man suffer 
	AS A Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
	but let him glorify God on this behalf.

Peter tells those little flock sufferers that are suffering as if they were Christians, that there is nothing to be ashamed of. It is not a derogatory thing to suffer AS the Christians suffer. It is a glory to God.

	1 Peter 4:16  Yet if any man suffer 
	AS A Christian, let him NOT be ashamed; 
	but let him glorify God ON THIS BEHALF.

Those six reasons show why the Syrian Antioch assembly, meeting with Paul, became well known brethren, identified as “Christians”, “Christ’s ones”, a remnant of Israel’s disciples that had elected God’s grace during a dispensing of the “gospel of Christ” into the “body of Christ”.

Looking further in Acts, we find an inspired statement that yields some light on the changed status of those who started as mere “gospel of God” believers in Syrian Antioch, coming from the Jerusalem “church of God”. Look at how Israel's apostles and elders address their clarification letter to the church of God in Syrian Antioch:

Acts 15:23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; 
The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting 
unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles 
in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia.

Calling the believers in the church at Syrian Antioch “the brethren which are of the Gentiles” is like saying that they are the brethren which are the uncircumcision in Syrian Antioch, a body of Christ church by then. 

I can't be dogmatic about it because it is not specifically stated in Acts 11. Acts 13 records the first time the Bible reports the preaching of the "gospel of Christ", and it was while Paul was SENT OUT from those believers at the Syrian Antioch meetings. But I believe that change in Syrian Antioch was the start of the first earthly expression of the heavenly "body of Christ" church, and that it was due to the dispensing of the gospel of Christ by which Paul was saved in Acts 9, and the Antiochins could be saved. 

Today, we can receive that same gospel of salvation, by believing all your sins were died for by Christ on the cross, and that he was buried, and rose again the third day. Fully trust Christ’s salvation today.

ACTS ACTIONS, A WORK.

“A WORK.”

A WORK, DIMINISHING, DISPENSATION OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST.

Habakkuk 1:5  ¶Behold ye among the heathen, 
and regard, and wonder marvellously: 
for I will work A WORK in your days, 
which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

That has to be prophecy, since it was spoken by a prophet. It is an Israel event. It is NOT a body of Christ event or prophecy.

Romans 9:28  For he will finish THE WORK, and cut it short in righteousness: 
because A SHORT WORK will the Lord make upon the earth.

Cut it short,        in righteousness,        a short work.

NEXT, we find in Acts 9, Saul of Tarsus being apprehended by Christ on the road to Damascus.

According to Romans 1:1 Paul was initially "SEPARATED UNTO THE GOSPEL OF GOD".

Here, in Acts 13:1-4 we see Paul's second appointment by Christ. It is NOT prophetic. It is NOT in prophecy. But, it is God's answer to the prophecy about "A WORK". Israel's side during that time is "A WORK" and the "diminishing". The body of Christ's side during that time is a "dispensation of the gospel" which extends beyond the end of the SHORT WORK until the beginning of the gospel of the grace of God.
.

Here we will see the beginning of "A WORK" that was prophesied in Habakkuk 1:5. God is still working with INDIVIDUAL JEWS after the fall of the NATION of Israel.

Acts 13:1  ¶Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul.
Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for THE WORK whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
THEY SENT THEM away.
Acts 13:4  ¶So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
Acts 13:5  And when they were at Salamis, 
they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: 
and THEY HAD ALSO JOHN TO THEIR MINISTER.

There we saw 2 sendings, one by the  5 prophets and teachers in Acts 13:3 to the work, and the second simultaneous sending was by the Holy Ghost, to the work in Acts 13:4

They had also JOHN MARK to their minister.

Acts 13:13  Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia: 
and JOHN DEPARTING FROM THEM RETURNED TO JERUSALEM.
Acts 15:38  But Paul thought not good to take him with them, 
who departed from them from Pamphylia, 
and WENT NOT WITH THEM TO THE WORK.

In Acts 13:13 JOHN MARK departed from Paul and Barnabas. In Acts 15:38 Paul tells us that when JOHN MARK departed, it was "THE WORK" from which he departed.

Acts 13:41  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: 
for I WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, a work 
which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.

There is no getting around the fact that Paul called his ministry the Habakkuk 1:5 "a work", at least in Acts 13.

Acts 14:26  And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for THE WORK which they fulfilled.

We have been studying about "THE WORK". It has been an exposing of the gospel of Christ to apostate Jews. There is one place in the Bible where the term "THE WORK" is used to point out a different and later function in the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave 
some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers;
Ephesians 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, 
for THE WORK of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ:

Ephesians was written long after the end of "THE WORK" of preaching the gospel to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Habakkuk 1:5  ¶Behold ye among the heathen, 
and regard, and wonder marvellously: 
for I will work A WORK in your days, 
which YE WILL NOT BELIEVE, though it be told you.

1 Corinthians 9:17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.
1 Corinthians 9:18 What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, 
I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Do you know of anyone that does not believe that Paul preached in a dispensation of the gospel of Christ to the Jew first and also to the Greek? 	
(First Corinthians 9:17-18, Romans 1:16)
	
**************************************************

Before going on, we need to find out what Paul preached in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch.

Acts 13:14  ¶But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, 
and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.
Acts 13:15  And after the reading of the law and the prophets 
the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, 
Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.
Acts 13:16  Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, 
Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.
Acts 13:17  The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, 
and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, 
and with an high arm brought he them out of it.
Acts 13:18  And about the time of forty years 
suffered he their manners in the wilderness.

Acts 13:18 is NOT forgiveness.  But it is an example of remission. God could have said: 
		“Suffered their IDOLATRY in the wilderness.” Or
		“Suffered their REBELLIOUSNESS in the wilderness.”
But, He called it “MANNERS”, winking at it until Romans 3:25 says:
	
Romans 3:25 “(Christ Jesus) whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,”
 	
Acts 13:19  And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, 
he divided their land to them by lot.
Acts 13:20  And after that he gave unto them judges 
about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet.
Acts 13:21  And afterward they desired a king: 
and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, 
by the space of forty years.
Acts 13:22  And when he had removed him, 
he raised up unto them David to be their king; 
to whom also he gave testimony, and said, 
I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, 
which shall fulfil all my will.
Acts 13:23  Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise 
raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:
Acts 13:24  When John had first preached before his coming 
the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.
Acts 13:25  And as John fulfilled his course, he said, 
Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. 
But, behold, there cometh one after me, 
whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose.
Acts 13:26  Men and brethren, 
children of the stock of Abraham, and 
whosoever among you feareth God, 
TO YOU is the word of this salvation sent.

To whom did the Bible say this new pattern of salvation was SENT at that time?

“to you is the word of this salvation sent.”

TO YOU! To you, “brethren”, “children of the stock of Abraham”, and to you, “Men”, whosoever among you feareth God”, And it says 

“to you is the word of this salvation SENT”.

That is the extent of Christ’s Acts 13 SENDING of Paul, AT THAT TIME without adding to God’s word.

Next, in connection with Christ’s DBR (Death, Burial, Resurrection), we read His DEATH in verses 27 and 28.

Acts 13:27  For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, 
because they knew him not, 
nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, 
they have fulfilled them in condemning him.
Acts 13:28  And though they found no cause of death in him, 
yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.

Next, in the DBR, we see that they BURIED Him in verse 29.

Acts 13:29  And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, 
they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre.

Next in the DBR, we see the RESURRECTION in verses 30 through 33.

Acts 13:30  But God raised him from the dead:
Acts 13:31  And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people.
Acts 13:32  And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,
Acts 13:33  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.

There you can see the complete DBR, but their was nothing yet about being saved.

Next, let’s consider the “gospel of God”. The “GOSPEL OF GOD” proclaims three things: the RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ, as we saw in verses 30 through 33, and the Sonship of Jesus, and the Messiahship of Jesus. In connection with the “GOSPEL OF GOD” , we see the SONSHIP of Jesus in verse 33.

Acts 13:33  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.
Acts 13:34  And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David.

The “sure mercies of David” is the millennial reign in “the Land” according to Isaiah 55:3-5. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee that the millennial kingdom will come. That is confirmed by Peter as Israel’s reason for Christ’s resurrection in Acts 2:30.

Acts 13:35  Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, 
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

Here, in Acts 13:35, Paul refers to Psalms 16:10, showing that thine Holy One is the Messiah. “Thy Holy One” is a reference to the Messiah that Israel had been waiting for.

All three parts of the “GOSPEL OF GOD” are there in those verses.

Acts 13:36  For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:
Acts 13:37  But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

Then, in the next complete sentence, Paul goes further than the “gospel of God”,

Acts 13:38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
that THROUGH THIS MAN is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
Acts 13:39  And BY HIM all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
Acts 13:40  Beware therefore, 
lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets;

In other words, “listen up”, “this is it”, “don’t miss it”!

Acts 13:41  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: 
for I work A WORK in your days, A WORK which ye shall in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.

Acts 13:42  ¶And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, 
the Gentiles besought that these words 
might be PREACHED TO THEM the next sabbath.

Verse 42 said “the Gentiles besought” . Which Gentiles were they? That was the Gentiles in Acts 13:26, 
		
“whosoever among you feareth God”

You can see, there in Acts 13:42 that those Gentiles came to Paul. Paul did not go to them because, Paul was not yet SENT OUT to them.

Acts 13:43  Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.
Acts 13:44  And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God.
Acts 13:45  But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.
Acts 13:46  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

To what Gentiles was Paul turning? Paul turned to the Gentiles from the synagogue congregation that had broken up after Paul’s sermon. That would only be the Gentiles in Acts 13, verses 16, 26, and 42. Notice that the word or thought of, “SEND”, is not in the passage.

Acts 13:47  For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

In the beginning of creation, God let there be LIGHT. (Genesis 1:3).
God’s life was the LIGHT of men. (John 1:4).
God gave Israel for a LIGHT to the Gentiles. (Isaiah 49:6).
When Jesus Christ came, He was the LIGHT of the world. (John 9:5).
God set Paul to be a LIGHT of the Gentiles. (Acts 13:47). 

Acts 13:48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Here, we see believers saved by Paul’s gospel of Christ crucified for our sins.

Acts 13:49  And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.

Some of the Bible’s epistles were being written at that time. The WORD of the Lord was PUBLISHED.

Acts 13:50  But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.
Acts 13:51  But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.
Acts 13:52  And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

**********************************************************

Saul of Tarsus had been saved by the gospel of Christ, but Christ had not yet revealed that to him (First Timothy 1:15-16). At the time that Saul of Tarsus was saved, he was the chief (or head) of sinners. Saul of Tarsus was NOT somehow changed for the better on the road to Damascus, and then later, saved as a changed man. NO! Saul of Tarsus was saved as the chief of sinners. Christ brought Paul into the body of Christ as the first person  saved as a sinner, the chief of sinners. 

When Saul of Tarsus first believed, he had NOT yet been SENT to preach the gospel of Christ. Although, God worked with Paul in stages, we will see that he was separated from his mother religion, Judaism, to the gospel of God, as THE minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (Galatians 4:26, Romans 1:1, 15:16). Paul ministered the gospel of God, that the Gentiles MIGHT BE acceptable to hear and believe Paul’s gospel of salvation without blessing Israel (Romans 15:16).

He was made Christ's ONLY APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES (Romans 11:13), starting with being SENT to those Jews, and to those Gentiles that already had been seeking the God of Abraham. 

God saved those believing Jews and Greeks into the body of Christ as the remnant according to the election of grace, keeping his Genesis 12:3 promise to bless those who blessed Israel. He blessed them by SENDing TO THEM Paul as "a preacher" to "preach the gospel of peace (as in Romans 5:1). Years later, Christ sent Paul to "all the Gentiles" (Romans 10:15, Second Timothy 4:17). But God worked all that with Paul, IN STAGES (Acts26:16).

Saul of Tarsus was SEPARATED from his mother religion, to the GOSPEL OF GOD 

Galatians 4:26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, 
which is THE MOTHER OF us all. (all us JEWS)
Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God, 
	
(as if to say "STARTING WITH THE GOSPEL OF GOD").

Romans 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the GOSPEL OF GOD, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

Acts 9:20  And STRAIGHTWAY he preached CHRIST IN THE SYNAGOGUES, 
that he is the Son of God.

Here is Paul's definition of the gospel of God, Romans 1:1-4.

Romans 1:1  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power,
 according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead:

That is the gospel of God. That is God's identification of who Jesus is. The gospel of God is the identity of Jesus. That is what the name of Jesus refers to. The name of Jesus is described by the gospel of God.

Acts 9:21  But all that heard him were amazed, and said; 
Is not this he that destroyed them which CALLED ON THIS NAME in Jerusalem, 
and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?

There you see the use of the term "this name" referring to the name of Jesus. Even before Paul was saved, there were Jews that believed the gospel of God about Jesus, and there were Jews that DID NOT believe the gospel of God about Jesus.

Acts 9:21  But all that heard him were amazed, and said; 
Is not this he that destroyed them which CALLED ON THIS NAME in Jerusalem, 
and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?
Acts 9:22  But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that THIS IS VERY CHRIST.

That was the gospel of God, (Romans 1:1-4).

Acts 9:23  ¶And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:
Acts 9:24  But their laying await was known of Saul. 
And they watched the gates day and night to kill him.
Acts 9:25  Then the disciples took him by night, 
and let him down by the wall in a basket.

Galatians 1:11-23, PAUL'S gospel was revealed to him by Jesus Christ, being the gospel of Christ. Saul had persecuted “church of God” (First Corinthians 15:9, Galatians 1:13). Saul had destroyed Israel's faith in their Messiah (Galatians 1:23).

I find NO scriptural authorizing Paul to change the target audience, Jews, through whom God was already working with mankind to offer salvation. Israel’s program ended in Acts 7, and the body of Christ began in Acts 9 with Paul “straightway” preaching “Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God” to those same Jews and blessers that had delivered up Jesus our Lord to be crucified.

Galatians 1:11  But I certify you, brethren, 
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
Galatians 1:12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Galatians 1:13  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure I PERSECUTED THE CHURCH OF GOD, and wasted it:
Galatians 1:14  And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.
Galatians 1:15  But when it pleased God, 
who separated me from my mother's womb, 
and called me by his grace,

Remember 

Galatians 4:26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, 
which is THE MOTHER OF us all. (all us JEWS)

(But when it pleased God...)
Galatians 1:16  To reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the heathen;  

(but, it was later that it was to be to the “heathen”. 
Other scripture shows that Is eventual,  in the future)

immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
Galatians 1:17  Neither went I up to Jerusalem 
to them which were apostles before me; 
but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
Galatians 1:18  THEN after THREE YEARS I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, 
and abode with him fifteen days.

"Abode with him fifteen days" is not making "haste”, and “get thee quickly out of Jerusalem".
So, that Acts 9 visit of Paul to Jerusalem cannot fit Paul's Acts 22:18 description of his temple vision.

Galatians 1:19  But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.

Inspired of God, Paul identifies James, the Lord's brother, as an apostle, but not necessarily as one of Israel's 12 apostles. James, the Lord’s brother, was more likely a general apostle, like a missionary sharing in the Jerusalem church of God leadership as Israel’s 12 apostles did with the elders (Acts 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23, 16:4).

Galatians 1:20  Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.
Galatians 1:21  Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;
Galatians 1:22  And was unknown by face unto THE CHURCHES OF JUDAEA 
which were in Christ:
Galatians 1:23  But THEY had heard only, 
That he which PERSECUTED US in times past 
now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.

Galatians 1:13  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure I PERSECUTED THE CHURCH OF GOD, and wasted it:

1st Timothy 1:15-16, Saul of Tarsus's salvation was new. Saul of Tarsus's salvation was a pattern. Saul of Tarsus's salvation was in him first as the chief (or first).

1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.
1 Timothy 1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

(6.) Christ separated Paul UNTO the gospel of God.

Romans 1:1-4,
Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;

Of the royal line of David to be the Messiah, the Christ.

Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, 

The very Son of God.

according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:

resurrected from the dead. That is the gospel of God of which Christ made Paul a minister.

Romans 15:16 That I (Paul) should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, 
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

Romans 9:31-10:8, The "gospel of God" is the word of faith that apostate Israel denied, not submitting to the facts of who Jesus was, that Paul preached as the "gospel of God".

Romans 9:31  But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness.
Romans 9:32  Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;
Romans 9:33  As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever BELIEVETH on him shall not be ashamed.

Romans 10:1  ¶Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be SAVED.
Romans 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge.
Romans 10:3  For they being ignorant of GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.
Romans 10:4  For Christ is the end of  THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS  
to every one that believeth.
Romans 10:5  For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.
Romans 10:6  But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:)
Romans 10:7  Or, Who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)
Romans 10:8  But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: 
that is, THE WORD OF FAITH, WHICH WE PREACH;

Israel had been playing "WHERE'S WALDO", searching HIGH and LOW, from "heaven" to "the deep" for where is their Messiah, and his "righteousness which is of faith" that "speaketh on this wise"?

Romans 10:6  But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise ... 
Romans 10:8  ... what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, THE WORD OF FAITH, which WE PREACH;

There it is.  Don't miss it. It is...

“THE WORD OF FAITH, which WE PREACH;”

The only word of faith that both Paul, and the kingdom church preached was the GOSPEL OF GOD: Peter in (Acts 2:22-36, 1st Peter 1:3), and Paul in (Acts 13:32-35, Romans 1:1-4). The “gospel of God” is is THE IDENTITY OF Jesus Christ, the NAME OF THE LORD 
	(Acts 2:38, 3:6,16, 4:7-18, 4:30, 5:38,40-41, 
	8:12,16, 9:14,21,27,29, 10:43), 
	(Acts 21:13, 22:16),
Peter even wrote it earlier that Israel lacked the required FAITH that they were to have BELIEVED.

1 Peter 2:8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 
even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 
whereunto also they were appointed.

Apostate Israel DID NOT believe that Jesus was their Messiah, risen from the dead, they stumbled at the word.

****************************************************

Because of Genesis 12:3, Israel had to fall before Gentile salvation (Acts 22:22).

Did you ever wonder why the Jews in Acts 22:22 reacted so violently to Paul when he finally told them what Christ had told him nearly 4 chapters earlier?
First, we will look at the covenant with God that those Jews were under.
Second, we will look at what the Bible reports that 
Christ told Paul 4 chapters earlier in Acts 18:22
Thirdly, we will consider the apparent conflict that those Jews saw then.
Fourthly, we will see what that proves.

First, look at Genesis 12, verses 1-3, especially verse 3.

Genesis 12:1  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee:
Genesis 12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing:
Genesis 12:3  And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and CURSE HIM THAT CURSETH THEE: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH ON A TREE:

Ephesians 2:11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
Ephesians 2:12  That at that time YE WERE WITHOUT CHRIST, 
BEING ALIENS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, 
AND STRANGERS FROM THE COVENANTS OF PROMISE, 
HAVING NO HOPE, 
AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD:


Secondly, keep in mind that the Gentiles, in general, were under that curse of alienation from God's covenants of promise with Israel. We saw that in Genesis 12:3 as well as in Ephesians 2:11-12. With that in mind, observe as Christ revealed his remedy for that alienation, by his later, wider sending of Paul with the gospel of the grace of God, which was to be preached shortly after his temple vision that Paul tells about in Acts 22:17-21.

Acts 22:17  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, 
even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;
Acts 22:18  And saw him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: 
for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.
Acts 22:19  And I said, Lord, they know that 
I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:
Acts 22:20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 
I also was standing by, 
and consenting unto his death, 
and kept the raiment of them that slew him.
Acts 22:21  And he said unto me, 
Depart: for I WILL SEND THEE FAR HENCE UNTO THE GENTILES.

Acts 22:22  ¶And they gave him audience unto this word, 
and then lifted up their voices, and said, 
Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is NOT fit that he should live.

Thirdly, look at the apparent conflict that produced for Jews that would NOT believe that Jesus was their risen Messiah. Those apostate Jews worked hard at keeping the Law and the covenants. So, it was beyond their comprehension that God could SAVE those alienated Gentiles that He had covenanted to CURSE. Jews could only understand and believe God's newly revealed pattern for salvation when they turned their hearts to believe that Jesus was their risen Messiah.

2 Corinthians 3:15-16 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, 
the vail is upon their heart. 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, 
the vail shall be taken away.

Fourthly, we can see that proves that Paul's SENDING in God's later, wider dispensation of the grace of God to all men, was DIFFERENT FROM Paul’s sending in God’s earlier dispensation of the gospel of Christ, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

During God's earlier dispensation of the gospel of Christ to the Jew first and also to the Greek,God gave Paul his Romans 10:1

"heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel" , 
"that THEY might be saved" 

as in Romans 11:5, where it is called

"a remnant according to the election of grace."

During God's later, wider dispensation of the grace of God to all men, in Acts 20, verse 24, Paul begins to exercise 

"the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God."

Paul's later sending in Acts 20:24 is about 15 years after Paul's earlier sending in Acts 13:1-4. They are NOT the same! THEY  ARE  DIFFERENT!

Paul could execute Christ’s narrow, earlier sending of him, without crossing the ire of the Jews.  But not so with Christ’s later, all-man sending of him. That conflicted with the Jews understanding of God’s Genesis 12:3 covenant with them. They blew up at the first mention of God saving Gentiles that had cursed Israel.

	“I will … curse him that curseth thee”. (Genesis 12;3b)

That conflicted with:

	“And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” 
(Acts 22:21).

Therefore, the Jews blew up in the next verse.

Acts 22:22  And they gave him audience unto this word, 
and then lifted up their voices, and said, 
Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live.

Therefore, we can see that proves that the dispensation of the grace of God, during which Paul was later sent to preach to all men, had differences from Paul’s sending in Christ’s earlier dispensation of the gospel of Christ, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

God had not broken His covenant with Israel. Israel had walked away from that covenant by not keeping the part of the law in Deuteronomy 18:15-19.

Deuteronomy 18:15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
Deuteronomy 18:16  According to all that thou 
desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, 
saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, 
neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not.
Deuteronomy 18:17  And the LORD said unto me, 
They have well spoken that which they have spoken.
Deuteronomy 18:18  I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, 
like unto thee, 
and will put my words in his mouth; 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
Deuteronomy 18:19  And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto 
my words which he shall speak in my name, 
I will require it of him.

(7.) A "dispensation of the gospel" of Christ "TO the Jew first" (and also to the Greek) was calling out the remnant according to the election of grace from Israel, into the body of Christ. That involved those of at least 16 cities: Galatia, Thessalonica, Corinth, and Rome, as well as those in Antioch of Syria, Salamis, Paphos, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Perga, Berea, Athens, and early Philippi, and early Ephesus. 

Romans 11:7-15, God-fearing Gentiles who got circumcised were graffed, by continued faith, into ISRAEL'S olive tree, INTO ISRAEL, not into the body. The King James Bible often calls God-fearing, uncircumcized Gentiles, "Greeks".

Romans 11:7  What then? Israel hath NOT obtained that which he seeketh for; 

Do you remember what Israel was seeking for?

Romans 9:31  But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness.
Romans 9:32  Wherefore? Because they sought it not BY FAITH, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;
Romans 9:33  As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever BELIEVETH ON HIM shall not be ashamed.

He won't let them down. That includes God's exception for Gentiles in 

Genesis 12:3a "And I will bless them that bless thee...."

Let's get back to Romans 11, verses 7, through 15.

Romans 11:7  What then? Israel hath NOT obtained that which he seeketh for; 
but THE ELECTION HATH obtained it, 

That is the PROPHETIC election or choosers to believe Jesus is the risen Messiah).

and the rest were blinded
Romans 11:8  (According as it is written, 
God hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyes that they should not see, 
and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.
Romans 11:9  And David saith, 
Let their table be made 
a snare, 
and a trap, 
and a stumblingblock, 
and a recompence unto them:
Romans 11:10  Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 
and bow down their back alway.
Romans 11:11  I say then, 
Have they STUMBLED that they SHOULD fall? God forbid: 
but rather through their FALL salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy.
Romans 11:12  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and the DIMINISHING of them the riches of the Gentiles; 
how much more their fulness?
Romans 11:13  For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I AM THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES, 
I magnify mine office:

Jesus Christ made Paul THE SINGULAR APOSTLE of the Gentiles. Young's Concordance shows that the word "apostle" comes from "apo" "stello", being a "one sent forth". Christ sent forth Paul in stages. We saw that Paul was separated from Judaism to the gospel of God. Then, in Acts 20, Paul wrote Romans 11:11-14, showing that he was sent to the Jews including others who believed as Jews. 

Then finally, Acts 22:17-21 reveals that Paul had been sent to all the Gentiles as revealed to Ananias in Acts 9:15 that he eventually would be. Actually, Philippians 4:15-16 pinpoints Paul's all-men sending even more specifically as being Acts 20:6.

Romans 11:14  If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and might save some of them.
Romans 11:15  For if the CASTING AWAY of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

During the 5 verses of Romans 11, verses 11 through 15, we see an outline of Israel's:
		STUMBLING,
		FALL,
		DIMINISHING, and 
		CASTING AWAY.

Israel STUMBLED at the cross according to Romans 9:32-33.
Israel FELL in stoning Holy Ghost filled Stephen in Acts 7.
Israel DIMINISHED from Acts 7 through Acts 28.
Israel was CAST AWAY and BLINDED in Acts 28, verses 25-29.

Israel 's diminishing was simultaneous to salvation coming to those Gentiles that were in a position to provoke Israel to jealousy, according to Romans 11:11-12. Israel's diminishing was also simultaneous to Paul's provoking Israel to emulate his salvation and save some of them, according to Romans 11:12, 14.

Acts 13:1-6, 14-16, 26,  14:1-2,  17:1,10,16-17,  18:1-11,19,26,  19:8-10,17, 20:17-21, 
		
Let’s take a look at Christ’s commissioning of Paul during a "dispensation of the gospel".

1 Corinthians 9:17  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, a “dispensation of the gospel” is committed unto me.
1 Corinthians 9:18  What is my reward then? Verily that, 
when I preach the gospel, I may make the “gospel of Christ” without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel.
1 Corinthians 9:19  ¶For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.
1 Corinthians 9:20  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews; 
to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law;

Now, Let's look at many of the places where Paul goes after the Jews and GREEKS, During a dispensation of the gospel.

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; 
as Barnabas, 
and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul.
Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
Acts 13:3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.
Acts 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
Acts 13:5 And when they were at Salamis, 
they preached the word of God in the synagogues of THE JEWS: 
and they had also John to their minister.
Acts 13:6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, 
they found a certain sorcerer, 
a false prophet, 
A JEW, 
whose name was Barjesus:

*******************************************************

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Acts 13:14 But when they departed from Perga, 
they came to Antioch in Pisidia, 
and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down.
Acts 13:15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets 
the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, 
Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.
Acts 13:16 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, 
Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.

So, besides the "men of Israel" in the synagogue, 
there were "ye that fear God" (devout Gentiles).
That is reemphasized in verse 26.

Acts 13:26 Men and brethren, 
children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, 
to you is the word of THIS SALVATION sent.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, 
that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.
Acts 14:2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, 
and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 17:1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, 
his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.
Acts 17:17 Therefore disputed he IN THE SYNAGOGUE WITH THE JEWS, 
and with the DEVOUT PERSONS, 
and IN THE MARKET daily with THEM THAT MET WITH HIM.

NOT the other way around.
Paul was still only SENT to the Jews and the Greeks, 
		but that was a sending, NOT A RESTRICTION.
Paul could, and did preach to those who would listen and might believe.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;
Acts 18:2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; 
(because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) 
and came unto them.
Acts 18:3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: 
for by their occupation they were tentmakers.
Acts 18:4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, 
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.
Acts 18:5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, 
Paul was pressed in the spirit, 
and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.

That was the gospel of God, Romans 1:1-4.

Acts 18:6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, 
he shook his raiment, and said unto them, 
Your blood be upon your own heads; 
I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.

From Acts 13:4 until Acts 20:6, the context shows that 
the Gentiles Paul was SENT TO, and WENT TO 
were the Gentiles in the synagogues, 
like the ones in Acts 14:1-2, and Acts 17: 4, and 17,  and Acts 18: 4, and 7, 
the "GREEKS",
the "devout persons".
They are sometimes called "Greeks",
		sometimes called "devout Greeks", 
		and sometimes called "devout persons", 
		and once they are called "ye that fear God."(besides the Jews) 

Acts 18:7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, 
one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 18:8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with all his house; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 
and were baptized.
Acts 18:9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:
Acts 18:10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: 
for I have much people in this city.
Acts 18:11 And he continued there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 18:19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: 
but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly for the space of three months, 
disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.
Acts 19:9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, 
but spake evil of that way before the multitude, 
he DEPARTED from them, 
and SEPARATED the disciples, 
disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.
Acts 19:10 And this continued by the space of two years; 
so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks.

NEXT:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 19:17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; 
and fear fell on them all, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, 
and called the elders of the church.
Acts 20:18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, 
after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,
Acts 20:19 Serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, 
and with many tears, 
and temptations, 
which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:
Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable UNTO YOU, 
but have shewed you, 
and have taught you 
publickly, 
and from house to house,
Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 26:15-23. To which Gentiles was the gospel of GOD sent? Then, to which Gentiles was the gospel of CHRIST sent?

Acts 26:15  And I said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
Acts 26:16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister 
and a witness both 
of these things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
Acts 26:17  Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee,

Acts 26:18  To open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 

^^^ GOSPEL OF GOD ^^^

THAT THEY MAY receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Acts 26:19  Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:
Acts 26:20  But shewed first unto them 
of Damascus (the gospel of God, Acts 9:19-20,22,27), 
and at Jerusalem (the gospel of God, Acts 9:28-29), 
and throughout all the coasts of Judaea (the gospel of Christ, Acts 13: 2,4,26-39,42-48), 
and THEN to the GENTILES (the gospel of the grace of God, Acts 20: 6,22-27), 
that they should repent and turn to God, 
and do works meet for repentance.

Notice that Paul does NOT make repentance and works conditions for salvation. What Paul acted on, but didn't spell out for king Agrippa was that the people should change their minds to believe the gospel of God, whether they had been called in circumcision or called in uncircumcision (First Corinthians 7:18). The circumcised should do works of faith as Peter and James said. The uncircumcised should  walk worthy of the God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory, the vocation wherewith ye are called.

Acts 26:21  FOR THESE CAUSES the Jews caught me in the temple, 
and went about to kill me.
Acts 26:22  Having THEREFORE obtained help of God, 
I CONTINUE UNTO THIS DAY, 

NOT continuing from the stoning of Stephen unto that day. NOT continuing from collecting believing Jews from Damascus unto that day. NOT continuing from Antioch of Pisidia, or Philippi, Thessalonica, or Corinth unto that day. BUT, Paul continued unto that day, FROM THE DAY HE WAS CHARGED in Acts 26:21, one verse earlier. 

	"...FOR THESE CAUSES the Jews caught me in the temple...."
Acts 26:22  Having therefore obtained help of God, 
I CONTINUE UNTO THIS DAY, 
witnessing both to small and great, 
saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:
Acts 26:23  That Christ should suffer, 
and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, 
and should shew light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles.

Again, that is the gospel of God, from Romans 1:1-4.

(8.) The gospel of Christ. Good news sent back to Paul from the ascended Messiah, the Christ.

1st Corinthians 15:1-6, Here is the same saving message to the Jews and Greeks that was later sent to all men.

1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
1 Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
1 Corinthians 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:
1 Corinthians 15:6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.

*************************************************************

Acts 22:1-22, Observe the sequence of Paul's 2 sendings with the gospel of salvation.

Acts 22:1  ¶Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hear ye my defence which I make now unto you.
Acts 22:2  (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, 
they kept the more silence: and he saith,)
Acts 22:3  ¶I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, 
yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, 
and was zealous toward God, 
as ye all are this day.
Acts 22:4  And I persecuted this way unto the death, 
binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.
Acts 22:5  As also the high priest doth bear me witness, 
and all the estate of the elders: 
from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, 
and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, 
for to be punished.
Acts 22:6  And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, 
and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, 
suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.
Acts 22:7  And I fell unto the ground, 
and heard a voice saying unto me, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
Acts 22:8  And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.
Acts 22:9  And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; 
but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.
Acts 22:10  And I said, 
What shall I do, Lord? 
And the Lord said unto me, 
Arise, and go into Damascus; 
and there it shall be told thee of ALL THINGS which are appointed for thee to do.
Acts 22:11  And when I could not see for the glory of that light, 
being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus.
Acts 22:12  And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, 
having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,
Acts 22:13  Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, 
BROTHER Saul, receive thy sight. 
And the same hour I looked up upon him.
Acts 22:14  And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, 
that thou shouldest KNOW his will, 
and SEE that Just One, 
and shouldest HEAR the voice of his mouth.
Acts 22:15  For thou SHALT BE his witness UNTO ALL MEN of what thou hast seen and heard.

"Thou SHALT BE his witness unto all men" "Shalt be" is future tense, since it was to be after Acts 20:6 when the Bible says that Christ sent Paul to all men.

Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, 
AND be baptized, 
AND wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

That was Paul's early Damascus road revelation and salvation in Acts 9:3-20.

What follows is Christ's later revelation to Paul in the Jerusalem temple in Acts 18:22 as Paul told about it in Acts 22:17-21.

Acts 22:17  And it came to pass, that, 
when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;
Acts 22:18  And saw him saying unto me, 
MAKE HASTE, AND GET THEE QUICKLY OUT OF JERUSALEM: 
FOR THEY WILL NOT RECEIVE THY TESTIMONY CONCERNING ME.
Acts 22:19  And I said, Lord, 
they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:
Acts 22:20  And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 
I also was standing by, 
and consenting unto his death, 
and kept the raiment of them that slew him.
Acts 22:21  And he said unto me, 
DEPART: FOR I WILL SEND THEE FAR HENCE UNTO THE GENTILES.
Acts 22:22  ¶And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, 
and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: 
for it is not fit that he should live.

(9.) The dispensation of the grace of God TO all men (regardless of Israel). 

Acts 20:22-38, 23:11. Paul addressing the elders from Ephesus.

Acts 20:22  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there:
Acts 20:23  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.
Acts 20:24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 20:25  And now, behold, 
I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
shall see my face no more.
Acts 20:26  Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.
Acts 20:27  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
Acts 20:28  TAKE HEED THEREFORE UNTO yourselves, and to ALL THE FLOCK, 
over the which THE HOLY GHOST HATH MADE YOU OVERSEERS, TO FEED the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood.
Acts 20:29  For I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Acts 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, 
to draw away disciples after them.
Acts 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember, 
that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.
Acts 20:32  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
Acts 20:33  I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.
Acts 20:34  Yea, ye yourselves know, 
that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.
Acts 20:35  I have shewed you all things, 
how that so labouring YE OUGHT TO SUPPORT THE WEAK, 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.
Acts 20:36  ¶And when he had thus spoken, 
he kneeled down, 
and prayed with them all.
Acts 20:37  And THEY ALL WEPT SORE, AND FELL ON PAUL'S NECK, AND KISSED HIM,
Acts 20:38  Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, 
that THEY SHOULD SEE HIS FACE NO MORE. 
And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Christ assures Paul he is still in God's will, going to all men.

Acts 23:11  And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, 
Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for AS THOU HAST TESTIFIED OF ME IN JERUSALEM, 
so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

(10.)The gospel of the grace of God.

Ephesians 1:12-13, It is the same saving message to all men, as was to the Jews and the Greeks.

Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

1st Corinthians 15:1-6, The gospel of salvation.

1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand;
1 Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
1 Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
1 Corinthians 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:
1 Corinthians 15:6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.

1st Timothy 2:3-7, Later writings showing the gospel is now to all men.

1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have 
all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus;
1 Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time.
1 Timothy 2:7 Whereunto I am ordained 
a preacher, 
and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.

Titus 1:1-3, 2:11, More late writings showing the gospel is now to all men.

Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
according to the faith of God's elect, 
and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;
Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world began;
Titus 1:3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, 
which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

2 Timothy 1:8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner: 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;
2 Timothy 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
NOT according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
2 Timothy 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light THROUGH THE GOSPEL:
2 Timothy 1:11  Whereunto I am appointed 
a preacher, 
and an apostle, 
and a teacher of the Gentiles.
2 Timothy 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: 
for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
2 Timothy 1:13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast HEARD OF ME, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; 
that by me the preaching might be fully known, 
and THAT ALL THE GENTILES MIGHT HEAR: 
and I was DELIVERED out of the mouth of the lion.


***************************************************************

(11.) At last, God blinded and cast away fallen Israel, as Lo-ammi, not God's people (until Jesus returns to the land) (Acts 2:23, 28:25).

Acts 28:17-29,
Acts 28:17  ¶And it came to pass, 
that after three days (in Rome) Paul called THE CHIEF OF THE JEWS together: 
and when they were come together, he said unto them, 
Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, 
or customs of our fathers, 
yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.
Acts 28:18  Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, 
because there was no cause of death in me.
Acts 28:19  But when the Jews spake against it, 
I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; 

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name before 
the Gentiles,
 and kings, 
and the children of Israel:

not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.
Acts 28:20  For this cause therefore have I called for you, 
to see you, and to speak with you: 
because that for THE HOPE OF ISRAEL I am bound with this chain.
Acts 28:21  And they said unto him, 
We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, 
neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.
Acts 28:22  But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: 
for as concerning this sect, we know that every where IT IS SPOKEN AGAINST.
Acts 28:23  ¶And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging; 
to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, 
persuading them concerning Jesus, 

^^^ Gospel of God ^^^

both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.
Acts 28:24  And some believed the things which were spoken, 
and some believed NOT.
Acts 28:25  And when they agreed not among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
Acts 28:26  Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and NOT PERCEIVE:
Acts 28:27  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.
Acts 28:28  Be it known therefore unto you, 
that THE SALVATION OF GOD IS SENT UNTO THE GENTILES, 
and that they will hear it.
Acts 28:29  And when he had said these words, 
the Jews departed, 
and had great reasoning among themselves.

Isaiah 6:9-13. History proves out what Isaiah's casting away curse said follows it in Isaiah 6:11-12.

Isaiah 6:9  ¶And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
Isaiah 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and convert, 
and be healed.
Isaiah 6:11  Then said I, Lord, HOW LONG? And he answered, 
Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
and the houses without man, 
and the land be utterly desolate,
Isaiah 6:12  And the LORD have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.
Isaiah 6:13  But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: 
as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: 
so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

Matthew 16:15-18 explains Isaiah 6:13 and Israel's resurrections to the Land.

Matthew 16:15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
Matthew 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, 
THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SON of the living God.
Matthew 16:17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, 
and upon THIS rock I will build my church; 
and the GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.

Zechariah 12:10, God will initiate Israel's return to faith in God.

Zechariah 12:10 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Revelation 1:4-8, Echoes Zechariah's prophecy with more details of its timing.

Revelation 1:4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from him which is, 
and which was, 
and which is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;
Revelation 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, 
and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
Revelation 1:6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Revelation 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
Revelation 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, 
and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty.

JESUS IS GOD! Compare Revelation 1:11 with Isaiah 44:6.

Revelation 1:11  Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 
and, What thou seest, write in a book, 
and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia;
 unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, 
and unto Pergamos, 
and unto Thyatira, 
and unto Sardis, 
and unto Philadelphia, 
and unto Laodicea.

Isaiah 44:6  Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; 
I AM THE FIRST, AND I AM THE LAST; 
and beside me there is no God.

In Revelation 1:5, Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega in Revelation 1:8 and 1:11.
In Revelation 1:11, Alpha and Omega is the first and the last.
In Revelation 1:11, the first and the last is the first and the last in Isaiah 44:6
In Isaiah 44:6 the first and the last is "the LORD", the "King of Israel", the "LORD of hosts". 

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, 
that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

John 4:25-26. The woman saith unto him, 
I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: 
when he is come, he will tell us all things. 
Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

Acts 28:30-31, Paul's prison experience continues.

Acts 28:30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, 
and received ALL that came in unto him,
Acts 28:31 Preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

In these last 2 verses of the inspired history book of Acts, Paul might well have written the epistle to the Philippians, and some other of the earlier (so-called) prison epistles. Paul was imprisoned for preaching that Christ sent him to alien Gentiles also. In Paul's later epistles, he was preaching to all men and his doctrine shows that, UNLIKE his earlier epistles before his later sending to all men. 

(12.) Propagation,

2nd Timothy 2:1-3, Paul's doctrine was sent to the world, ONLY through faithful men.

2 Timothy 2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast HEARD OF ME among many witnesses, 

That means Paul's sermons and epistles.

the same commit thou to FAITHFUL MEN, 
who shall be able to TEACH OTHERS ALSO.
2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

2nd Timothy 4:2-7,17,

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; 
be instant in season, 
out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all LONGSUFFERING and DOCTRINE.
2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
2 Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables.
2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, 

BE ON GUARD!

endure afflictions, 
do the work of an EVANGELIST, 
make full proof of thy ministry.
2 Timothy 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith:

2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; 
that by me THE PREACHING MIGHT BE FULLY KNOWN, 
and that ALL THE GENTILES might hear: 
and I was DELIVERED out of the mouth of the lion.

(Acts 26:17 DELIVERING thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,)

2 Timothy 4:18  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

(13.) The catching up of the body of Christ.

1st Corinthians 15:51-53,

1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

A secret.

We shall NOT all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
1 Corinthians 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised INCORRUPTIBLE, 
and we shall be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

Philippians 3:17-21,

Philippians 3:17 Brethren, be followers together of me, 

Study Paul's epistles together, Bible study.

and mark them which walk so as ye have US for an ensample.
Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:
Philippians 3:19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, 
and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)
Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we LOOK FOR the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his GLORIOUS BODY, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

1st Thessalonians 4:13-18,

1 Thessalonians 4:13 
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow NOT, even as others which have no hope.
1 Thessalonians 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus DIED AND ROSE again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

The term "dead in Christ" is only used of 
Pauline gospel of salvation believers.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Galatians 1:3-5

Galatians 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself FOR OUR SINS, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 
according to the will of God and our Father:
Galatians 1:5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Romans 5:1-2,9-10,

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access BY FAITH into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:9 Much more then, BEING NOW JUSTIFIED by his blood, 
we shall be SAVED FROM WRATH through him.
Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God BY THE DEATH of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life.

2nd Timothy 4:17-18.

2 Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; 
that BY ME the preaching might be FULLY KNOWN, and that ALL THE GENTILES might hear: 
and I was DELIVERED out of the mouth of the lion.
2 Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall DELIVER me from every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto his HEAVENLY KINGDOM: 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

THE END.
Mike McGlathery.
