ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD
Studied by Mike McGlathery

START OF PART 1.

Isaiah 61:1-6, 2
Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

That was not talking about the return of the Lord to the earth. Isaiah 61, verse 1, and part of verse 2, prophesied of things that occurred during Christ's earthly ministry.

John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the ACCEPTABLE YEAR of the LORD, 
AND the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that MOURN;

See who it is that mourns in:

Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall MOURN for him, as one MOURNETH for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Those who mourn for him then, are those who have pierced him, ISRAEL. At the second coming of Christ to the earth, 	Israel looks up and realizes, "Wow, did we blow it", 	"Jesus really is the risen Messiah". It will be for Israel, like it was for Saul of Tarsus,"trembling and astonished" when he actually saw the risen Christ and realized that he was on the wrong side of things. Saul of Tarsus was against Jesus thinking that he was a fraud, until he saw him on the Damascus Road. Israel will be trembling and astonished when they look up in the sky, and see Jesus Christ coming back to earth, see Jesus Christ whom they have pierced, coming in the clouds, with power and great glory. ISRAEL IS GOING TO MOURN.

Part of the Messiah’s duty is at sometime 

Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the ACCEPTABLE YEAR of the LORD, 
AND the day of VENGEANCE of our God; 
to comfort all that MOURN;

	In Isaiah 61:1, we see the Messiah’s activities which he accomplished on earth during his time before his ascension back to heaven. Then in Isaiah 61, verses 2 through 6, we see the Messiah’s prophesied activities that he will accomplish after He returns to earth: starting with the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort mourners,

In these scriptures, we see first, Christ’s work on earth before his ascension. Then, we see his return to earth from heaven. 	We see the vengeance of God at the end of “Jacob’s trouble”, Daniel’s 70th week. Then Isaiah describe the joy and comfort after the tribulation, when Christ comes to reign in the millennium. Israel is reigning with Him to comfort all that mourn.

The verses that follow list many things that are related to Christ’s second coming to earth.

Isaiah 61:3 To appoint unto them that MOURN in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for MOURNING, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, 
that he might be glorified.

You can see that it is better for Israel when they get into the millennial reign of Christ.

Isaiah 61:4 And they shall build the old wastes, 
they shall raise up the former desolations, 
and they shall repair the waste cities, 
the desolations of many generations.
Isaiah 61:5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, 
and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.

In other words, they will be Israel’s servants. Israel will then be the HEAD, and the nations will be the TAIL.

Isaiah 61:6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: 
men shall call you the Ministers of our God: 
ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 
and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.

The power, and the money, and the influence of the Gentiles, will come flowing into Israel. Israel will be a nation of priests unto the Lord as promised in 

Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:
Exodus 19:6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

If you had been thinking that Israel was the same as the Gentiles in the eyes of God, then that is not biblical. From the beginning, you can see 2 entities, 2 separate domains, the earthly domain, and the heavenly domain.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created THE HEAVEN and THE EARTH.

Israel was promised the earth in Genesis 12:7, 13:15

Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
Genesis 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

The body of Christ is promised the heavenly places.

Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Israel was separated from the Gentiles in order to be holy unto the Lord. So, there is a difference there. If you don’t recognize that difference, and separate what is about the body of Christ from the rest of scripture, you cannot understand it. The Lord only revealed it to Paul about how to be saved into the body of Christ. So it’s only in Paul’s epistles. If you wrongly assume that everything written in the Bible is either written all to us, or else written all to Israel, then you will get a mixture where you will think that you have to wrest the scriptures into unity and integrity. Then, you would either reject the Bible as full of mistakes, or you would start trying to “correct the Bible by making slight changes or redefinitions to make things fit and make it say what you think it ought to say according to your own understanding. However, just take the entire Bible, to whom it was written, separating those two entities, Israel, from the body of Christ. Most of the Bible was written to Israel, except for Paul’s thirteen epistles of Romans through Philemon, which are God’s complete revelation to and about the body of Christ.

Jesus Christ quoted part of that scripture and cut it short in righteousness, not finishing the quote, for a reason, as we shall see.

Luke 4:15-21, 19
Luke 4:15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.
Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: 
and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read.
Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. 
And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

Jesus knew what He would read, looked for it, found it, and started reading. Jesus Christ quoted from the Isaiah passage that included Isaiah 61, verses 1 through 6. But here is what he read.

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,
Luke 4:19 To preach the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.

But he stopped, as if it was the end, after the first phrase in verse two. Christ did NOT read about “the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn” Then He said something startling about the verses that He DID read. He stopped after He read,

Luke 4:19 To preach the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.
Luke 4:20 And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
Luke 4:21 And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

What Christ was saying that He was the One the scripture was talking about. Christ was saying that what He read in Isaiah 61, verses 1 and the first part of verse 2, referred to Him, and His ministry to them this day. What He went around preaching involved Him being the “Anointed” One 

	“To preach good tidings unto the meek,”
	“To bind up the brokenhearted,”
	“To proclaim liberty to the captives, “
	“The opening of the prison to them that are bound, “
	“AND TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.”

ONLY the part that Jesus Christ had read was to be fulfilled at that time. The Lord was telling them what His earthly ministry would include. The last part of Christ's earthly ministry involved Isaiah 61, verse 2, but only through the first phrase in verse 2, "THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD". Jesus Christ was informing them that the last thing in Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry would be 

	"THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD".

To see what Christ was saying was next IN PROPHECY, after his earthly ministry, look at what Jesus Christ stopped before reading. The next event was, 

	“the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn….”

That is Jacob’s trouble or tribulation period.

Do you remember who it will be that mourns? Look again in 

Zechariah 12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall MOURN FOR HIM, as one MOURNETH for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

So, those that mourn will be those of Israel that had NOT believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah. They still do NOT believe. But when they see Him coming down in the clouds and they see His pierced hands, they will mourn for him 

“whom they have … P I E R C E D.”

As prophesied in Isaiah 61, verse 1, in Christ’s earthly ministry, He did 

“preach the gospel to the poor,”
“heal the brokenhearted,”
“preach deliverance to the captives,”
“recovering of sight to the blind,”
“set at liberty them that are bruised.

Then Christ was crucified. After Christ was crucified, buried, resurrected and ascended, He STILL CONTINUED to be 

	“working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.”
Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

You can see the Lord working signs, miracles, healings, and wonders in these 11 verses DURING 

“the acceptable year of the Lord:”

Acts 2:11, 22, 43, 3:10-11, 4:14, 22, 30, 5:12, 16, 6:8, 15.

The verses I just mentioned verified Mark 16:20, that the Lord was 

"working with them, confirming the word with signs following".

Those signs were NOT INEFFECTIVE. They DID the CONFIRMING that was intended. After the signs CONFIRMED THE WORD, there was nothing left to be confirmed, there were no more signs, FOR THAT PURPOSE.

.Acceptable-END OF PART 1.	. Acceptable-START OF PART 2. 

Remember that 

"the acceptable year of the Lord" 

WAS SCRIPTURE.

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; 
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
Isaiah 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn;

It was not just an INVENTED ACCOMODATION to make the events fit together. We can see from those Mark 16:20 signs, that the last part of Christ’s prophesied earthly ministry, 

“The acceptable year of the Lord” 

WAS AFTER His resurrection and his ascension back to heaven.

Then, Jesus Christ gave the disciples a parable to help Israel see the 

ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, 

that was coming. It has to do with Israel, and NOT anything to do with the body of Christ.

Luke 13:6-9
Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; 
A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.

Let’s find out about the FIG TREE in:

Judges 9:8  The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; 
and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us.
Judges 9:9  But the olive tree said unto them, 
Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, 
and go to be promoted over the trees?
Judges 9:10  And the trees said to the FIG tree, Come thou, and reign over us.
Judges 9:11  But the FIG tree said unto them, 
Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, 
and go to be promoted over the trees?
Judges 9:12  Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us.
Judges 9:13  And the vine said unto them, 
Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, 
and go to be promoted over the trees?
Judges 9:14  Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us.
Judges 9:15  And the bramble said unto the trees, 
If in truth ye anoint me king over you, 
then come and put your trust in my shadow: 
and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.

In  Israel’s scriptures, Israel is pictured as: 
	an olive tree, 
	a FIG tree,
	a vine, and sadly as
a bramble.
But the point is that the fig tree represents Israel. So, let’s continue in the parable of the fig tree.

Luke 13:7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, THESE THREE YEARS I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, 
and FIND NONE: 
CUT it down; why cumbereth it the ground?

Remember that in the eastern culture of the Israel, 	they thought in different terms, and they counted in different terms, It was sort of like the difference between "logic" and "Boolean logic". Israel counted time by their Passover feasts. So the dresser of the vineyard could have restated his comment this way. 

"Behold, THESE THREE Passovers I come seeking fruit on this fig tree," 

I hope that gives us a closer sense of the meaning in Luke 13, verse 7. It has nothing to do with the translation. The vine dresser said "these three years", and it is translated correctly in the King James Version. But in his eastern thinking, that could well have been like the counting of the Passovers. That could have meant the same to him as "these three Passovers." By the way, John records those three Passovers in:
	John 2:23,
	John 6:4, and
	John 13:1.

But, let us get back to the Lord's parable of the fig tree.

Luke 13:7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, THESE THREE YEARS I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, 
and FIND NONE: 
CUT it down; why cumbereth it the ground?
Luke 13:8 And he answering said unto him, 
Lord, let it alone THIS YEAR ALSO, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
Luke 13:9 And if it bear fruit, well: 
and if not, then AFTER THAT thou shalt cut it down.

What about this fig tree here in Luke 13, verses 8 and 9? He said 

“Lord, let it alone THIS YEAR ALSO….”

That is “THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD”, that the Lord said would be the last part of His earthly ministry when he quoted Isaiah 61, verses 1 and 2a. It was an ADDITIONAL year beyond the three years in which He came seeking fruit in Israel, the fig tree, preaching that the kingdom was at hand, 

“good tidings unto the meek”, 
“opening the prison to them that are bound” (in devil possession),
AND HE FOUND NO FRUIT.

But in that year that followed the Lord’s return to heaven, they had the last part of their opportunity to make the right choice. Remember that Jesus prophesied that addtitional year in 

Luke 4 verse 18,  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,
Luke 4 verse 19,  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
Luke 4 verse 20,  And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
Luke 4 verse 21,  And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

During that ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, they could have still received what the Lord had preached to them. Look in Acts 2:38. Here, Peter addresses Israel in the temple at a Jewish feast day.

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized 
EVERY ONE OF YOU 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the REMISSION of sins, 

In other words, their sins will be REMITTED, 	The penalty for those sins will be put off until a future time when they will be handled later. Peter told them a chapter later when that would be, that their sins would be blotted out. We will look at that in a minute.

and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

But, did you notice what Peter said in that verse?

“Repent, and be baptized 
EVERY ONE OF YOU….“

All Israel had to believe on the identity of Jesus being their RISEN MESSIAH, especially Israel’s leadership,
the elders, 
the scribes,
the Pharisees,
the council, 
the chief priests, and 
the High Priest himself.
BUT, THEY DID NOT BELIEVE! 

They ALL had to believe for the Lord to return as their King.How can we know that??? Look in the next chapter, Acts 3:18-20.

Acts 3:18  But those things, 
which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, 
he hath so fulfilled.

So, that shows that Jesus was the Christ that was prophesied in the Old Testament scriptures, and that He did what He was prophesied to do. They should have recognized Him. It was all written, beforehand in prophecy. Didn’t they STUDY? They were to study the prophets. The prophets were God's speakers to man. How IMPudent to ignore God when He speaks to you. Let us never be in that situation. Study! Believe! Preach!

Peter goes on in the next verse to say,

Acts 3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
Acts 3:20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you:

So, IF they had ALL repented by changing their minds 
FROM crucifying their Messiah, 	
TO “I know now that Jesus is the Messiah, and I agree that I was wrong in crucifying Him.” (Repent), and be CONVERTED to what Peter was preaching as Israel’s doctrine. THEN, 

“your sins may be BLOTTED OUT“

W H E N ?

“when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord;
AND HE SHALL SEND JESUS CHRIST.”

The return of Christ to the earth is awaiting ALL Israel’s repentance. The verse says that Israel’s sins will be BLOTTED OUT at the time, of Jesus Christ's return to earth. That is quite unlike the teaching of Paul for the body of Christ. We are told in, 

Ephesians 1:7 In whom WE HAVE redemption through his blood, 
(we have) the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace;

As it is, Israel is still waiting for their sins to be BLOTTED OUT. You can see that in the words of Peter to Israel in First Peter, chapter 1, verses 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, and verse 13. Remember that in Galatians 2, verse 9, Peter pledged to go to, Including to preach to, and to write to, THE CIRCUMCISION. That is only to Israel. That is NOT us. So, what Peter writes here in First Peter 1, verses 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, and 13, is NOT directed to us, It is NOT our instructions, It does NOT apply to us. It would be like reading a tractor manual, and trying to figure out how to fly an airplane from it. We have the airplane, being in seated in the heavenlies. Israel has the tractor, being promised “the land”. Let Israel read THEIR instructions from God through the circumcision apostles. We need to apply OUR INSTRUCTIONS from God, which were ONLY revealed and inspired by Jesus Christ, TO PAUL, Christ’s only apostle of the Gentiles. Paul is the only one that wrote about our instructions from Christ,  in His 13 epistles of Romans through Philemon. That is called rightly dividing. Let’s read in First Peter, what Peter said to Israel, about when will be Israel’s blotting out of their sins, and their salvation.

1 Peter 1:5  Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation 
READY TO BE REVEALED IN THE LAST TIME.

You can see there, that Israel’s salvation will only be revealed 

		“IN THE LAST TIME”

1 Peter 1:7  That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
 might be found unto praise and honour and glory 
AT THE APPEARING OF JESUS CHRIST:

The time at which Israel will have endured to the end, will be

	AT THE APPEARING OF JESUS CHRIST:

1 Peter 1:9  Receiving THE END OF YOUR FAITH, 
even the salvation of your souls.
For Israel, their salvation is the outcome of their continued faith.
That is unlike us, to whom Paul says “ye ARE saved” (meaning, upon belief).

1 Peter 1:10  ¶Of which salvation the prophets 
have enquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of 
THE GRACE THAT SHOULD COME UNTO YOU:

Here, in First Peter 1, verse 10, you can see again that the grace of God “SHOULD COME UNTO” them. It has NOT already appeared unto them, as unto us according to, Titus 2:11, Romans 5:11, and Romans 5:17.

1 Peter 1:11  Searching what, or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and 
THE GLORY THAT SHOULD FOLLOW.

For Israel, their GLORY FOLLOWS their enduring until the return of Christ, to the earth.

Here is another verse from Peter to Israel about the same thing.

1 Peter 1:13  ¶Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
HOPE TO THE END for the grace that 
IS TO BE BROUGHT UNTO YOU 
AT THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST;

God is gracious in offering them salvation. At different times, God offered salvation by different means, by different gospels. Israel had a gospel of the kingdom to be believed, but they rejected their King and His Kingdom.

. Acceptable-END OF PART 2.	. Acceptable-START OF PART 3.
 
The world in general, the Gentiles were never given that gospel of the kingdom to believe. We were preached a salvation gospel that Christ died for our sins, believe it and be saved. That difference is proof that we are NOT under THE SAME GOSPEL. We all are to believe what God told us. At different times, God told different people groups different things to be believed. Israel was never told to be SAVED by believing that Christ died for their sins.

That is one very major reason why it is fool-hearted to ignore it when God said He was talking to a particular people group. How foolish to claim to be Noah, and to demand that God save you if you build an ark, according to 

Genesis 6, verse 14, Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, 
and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

We must consider the context, both the immediate context, and remote contexts. People grab a verse and run with it, without caring what God meant. God usually makes clear what He means and wants, in the context. Look at the verse before Genesis 6, verse 14.

Genesis 6, verse 13, And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence through them; 
and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

Adam could not be expected to obey that gospel to be saved from God's wrath in the flood by building an ark. That gospel had NOT yet been revealed or preached. Neither can you today, be blamed for not building an ark. Genesis 6, verse 13-14 said that "GOD SAID UNTO NOAH...
		MAKE THEE AN ARK...."
God never said to you that you would be saved by building an ark, although God did save Noah that way. God gave different gospels to different people groups at different times.

After Israel's exodus out of Egypt, and just before God gave the Law, for Moses to give "the people", we read in 

Exodus 19, verses 3 through 6,  And Moses went up unto God, 
and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, 
saying, Thus shalt thou 
SAY TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB and 
TELL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL;

 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles' wings, 
and brought you unto myself.

Now therefore, IF ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, 
THEN YE shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people: 
for all the earth is mine:

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt 
SPEAK UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.

Here again, unless you study honestly by rightly dividing Israel's salvation gospel from the salvation gospel God gave the rest of the world through Paul, (unless you divide them, one from the other,) you will introduce confusion and error into your understanding of the Bible. The only way to understand the Bible is to divide it rightly, keeping the context.

Here, we will get to one more set of verses that show what happened at the end of that ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD. There was another large gathering of Jews in Jerusalem, as for a feast. Luke just times that gathering as being "in those days."

Acts 6, verse 1  ¶And in those days, 
when the number of the disciples was multiplied, 
there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.
Acts 6, verse 2  Then the twelve called 
the multitude of the disciples unto them, 
and said, It is not reason that we should 
leave the word of God, and serve tables.

Let me add a brief note here to show the difference in the text between the apostles and the disciples. "The twelve" were the apostles, appointed and sent out by Jesus Himself to spread the news of the coming Kingdom, to be witnesses to his resurrection, and to 
"sit upon twelve thrones" 
"when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory."

However, "the disciples" are the followers, seeking to fit into the discipline of the church of Matthew 16, verse 18. Only the TWELVE were Christ's apostles of the kingdom, NOT all the disciples. Later, other missionaries or apostles were added but they were NOT the TWELVE KINGDOM APOSTLES. The twelve apostles remained the leaders in the Jerusalem church of God, until Acts 15 indicates that THE LEADERSHIP had become the apostles and the elders. Then, later still, after the offer of the immediate kingdom was withdrawn, some of the twelve apostles began referring to themselves simply as, "elders".

So, when servers were needed in the church of God, the twelve apostles said what was to be done.

Acts 6, verse 3,  Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye out among you seven men of HONEST report, 
full of the HOLY GHOST 
and WISDOM, 
whom we may appoint over this business.

The "business" was serving the tables, distributing the food at dinner time, "the daily ministration". In Acts 6, verse 3, notice the term, "appoint over" regarding "this business" of ministering food to the church of God. Before the end of the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, the Holy Ghost inspired the twelve kingdom apostles to appoint those seven men over the food distribution. However, after the end of the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, after the start of the body of Christ, we find Paul talking to the body of Christ elders in 

Acts 20, verse 28, saying that 
	"the Holy Ghost hath made YOU OVERseers,
	to feed the church of God".

That APPOINTMENT OF ELDERS in the body of Christ was to be the OVERseers to feed the church of God. That body of Christ involvement is seen in five places. You may want to write these down and study them to see their significance, They include: Acts 11, verses 27 through 30, 1st Corinthians 16:1-4, 2nd Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15, Romans 15:25-31, Acts 20:28-35. We plan to study that in more detail when we study, "The Elders". 

Let's get back to the Seven appointed at that time, to minister the food to the church of God in Jerusalem. Then the twelve continued, saying,

Acts 6, verse 4,  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, 
and to the ministry of the word.
Acts 6, verse 5,  And the saying pleased the whole multitude: 
and they chose Stephen, 

So, that is where STEPHEN came from.

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 
and Philip, 
and "Prochorus", 
and Nicanor, 
and Timon, 
and Parmenas, 
and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
Acts 6, verse 6,  Whom they set before the apostles: 
and when they had prayed, 
they laid their hands on them.
Acts 6, verse 7,  And the word of God increased; 

Notice here that the scripture does NOT say that the word of God SPREAD WIDELY. It says that "the word of God INCREASED". In other words, there became more of it. Some of the Hebrew epistles were being written at that time. James, 1st John, 1st Peter, and Jude were possibly written in those days. Luke includes his comments about the word of God being increased, showing the further confirmation of the time, and the writings, at the time of Stephen's stoning.

From what the apostles wrote in those Hebrew epistles, we can see that things were moving right along toward the heart of the tribulation leading to the return of Christ to blot out Israel's sins and reign on earth for 1000 years from the land. A basis for the view that several of the Hebrew epistles were written in Acts 6 is that many verses in those epistles speak of the ribulation that Peter said was in Joel's chapter 2 prophecy. During that period, before the start of the body of Christ, and even before the end of the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, we read in some of these Hebrew epistles, things like:

James 1, verse, 1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.

The scattering that James was familiar with was from Acts 8, verse 1, through Acts 9, verse 31.

James 1, verse, 18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
James 2, verse, 24  Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

James 2, verse 24, is definitely before Paul's doctrine was taught as the mystery of Christ.

James 5, verse, 7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and LATTER rain.
James 5, verse, 8  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
James 5, verse, 9  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

1 John 2, verse, 20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

Mark 13, verse 11, Jeremiah 31, verses 33 and 34,

1 John 2, verse, 27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.
Mark 13, verse 11, Jeremiah 31, verses 33 and 34,

1 Peter 1, verse, 23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.
1 Peter 3, verse, 21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

1st Peter 3, verse 21 had to have been before the end of the law for righteousness when Israel fell, and Saul of Tarsus was saved.

Jude 1, verse, 14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,
Jude 1, verse, 15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

.Acceptable-END OF PART 3.	.Acceptable-START OF PART 4.

From those Hebrew epistles, written in the period after Christ's ascension back to heaven, but before the end of THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, we can see the Jewish tribulation doctrine that was to be preached, at that time. Now, back to Stephen in 

Acts 6, verse 7, And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; 
and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

There were 

"a great company of the priest" 

that believed, but NOT the power structure of Israel's ruling religious government.

Acts 6, verse 8,  ¶And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among the people.

So, right at the end of Israel's ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, Jesus Christ from heaven, gave Israel more confirming signs, 	in line with 

Mark 16, verse 20, And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Unbelieving Israel should have been able to believe from those signs. Israel needed signs.
God said the reason why He gave signs to Israel was so that they might BELIEVE.

Exodus 4, verse 4, And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. 
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:
Exodus 4, verse 5, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE that the LORD God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath appeared unto thee.
Exodus 4, verse 8, And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first SIGN, 
that THEY WILL BELIEVE the voice of the latter SIGN.
John 4, verse 48, Then said Jesus unto him, EXCEPT YE SEE signs and wonders, 
ye will NOT believe.
1 Corinthians 1, verse 22, For the Jews REQUIRE a SIGN, 
and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

Let's get back to Stephen's accusation of the leaders of Israel.

Acts 6, verse 9,  Then there arose certain of the synagogue, 
which is called the synagogue of 
the Libertines, 
and Cyrenians, 
and Alexandrians, 
and of them of Cilicia 
and of Asia, 
disputing with Stephen.
Here, we find out what happened to Stephen.

Acts 6, verse 10,  And they were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.
Acts 6, verse 11,  Then they suborned men, which said, 
We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses, and 
against God.
Listen to this,
Acts 6, verse 12  And they stirred up 
the people, (that is the general crowd of Israelites) and   
the elders, (they are leaders of Israel) and
the scribes, (that is more leaders of Israel)
and came upon him, 
and caught him, 
and brought him to 
the council, (that is more leaders of Israel)
Acts 6, verse 13,  And set up false witnesses, which said, 
This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
against this holy place, 
and the law:
Acts 6, verse 14,  For we have heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, 
and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.
Acts 6, verse 15,  And all that sat in the council, 
looking stedfastly on him, 
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

Acts 7, verse 1, Then said THE HIGH PRIEST, 
Are these things so?

So, ISRAEL'S HIGH PRIEST himself is involved with these doings.

As we get into the rest of Acts chapter 7, we begin to see Stephen's actual INDICTMENT of Israel's leadership. Before we continue in Acts chapter 7, we need to see some related things going on at the same time, somewhat behind the scenes.

Remember, we read that after Christ’s ascension back to heaven, 	Mark 16:20 says that He was "working with" the believing little flock, 

	"Confirming THE WORD with SIGNS following."

That means the Lord’s earthly ministry DID continue for that one year after He had returned to heaven. It continued as the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD. Jesus Christ had prophesied in Luke 4, verses 18 through 21, that his earthly ministry would include ONLY AS FAR AS that additional year of MERCY that Isaiah 61, verses 1 and 2 called the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD. Then, the Lord stopped in his applying of Isaiah's prophecy, and did NOT include the rest of the prophecy of the tribulation, to be in his earthly ministry.

We will see the Bible describe and document that CUTTING DOWN of Israel's fig tree. Remember The Lord's warning of what would be Israel's unforgivable sin. 

Mt.12:31-32
Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, 
All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: 
BUT the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.
Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him: 
BUT whosoever SPEAKETH AGAINST the HOLY GHOST, 
it shall NOT BE FORGIVEN HIM, 
neither in THIS WORLD, 
neither in THE WORLD TO COME.

Incidentally, that proves that Jesus Christ knew the mystery KEPT SECRET since the world began. Jesus Christ was the one that was keeping it a secret. That statement proves that, at that time, Jesus Christ knew that "THE WORLD TO COME" next, was NOT Jacob's tribulation, but,
the mystery of Christ,
and the salvation of Paul, 
and the salvation of all who follow Paul's pattern coming to God,
and the body of Christ,
and the transitional dispensation of the gospel, 
and today's dispensation of the grace of God.

When Israel committed their unforgivable sin they would NOT be forgiven in that world they were in, 

"neither in the world to come",
"the world to come" 

being this world, the mystery of Christ, and	the body of Christ. Even today, Israel is STILL NOT FORGIVEN, not believing, not until the next world, which will be Jacob's tribulation darkness left by the catching up of the body of Christ.

THEN, the 

"gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come". 
- according to Matthew 24:14

In that "gospel of the kingdom" world of the tribulation, Israel will finally,

"look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, 
as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon." 
- according to Zechariah 12:10-11.

One day in the future, Israel will mourn for Jesus Christ as they should have changed their mind in repentance, back in Acts 2:38.

So, Israel WILL BE FORGIVEN in the tribulation. Therefore, Jesus was not talking about the tribulation. When he said that Israel would NOT be forgiven in the world to come. That proves that Jesus Christ DID KNOW that there would be a world after the kingdom offer, and before the tribulation for it to be true that 

“it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”

Here in Acts, chapter 7, before Israel's leadership, Stephen preaches a full history of Israel's rebellion, even during their RISE. But, back then, Israel DID commit THEIR UNFORGIVABLE sin, including Saul of Tarsus. Then, Stephen declares Israel's FALL. Israel's RISE was over. Israel's FALL occurred at this time, in this passage of scripture. Let's see that in the last few verses of Acts 7.

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and UNCIRCUMCISED in heart and ears, 
ye do always RESIST THE HOLY GHOST: 
as your fathers did, so do ye.

That is what Israel needed to hear, and they needed to respond positively to it. But they did NOT. That was their LAST CHANCE. That was THE END of the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.

Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 
and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; 

Israel had all those prophets of God, 	all those holy prophets prophesied that Jesus would come, and bear Israel's iniquities.

of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:

Israel had insisted on being ON THE WRONG SIDE of things.

Acts 7:53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, 
and HAVE NOT KEPT it.

Remember what Paul LATER said in:

Romans 2:25  For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, 
thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.

Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

Can you imagine that? Israel's leaders were turned even harder against God's will and the Holy Ghost.

Acts 7:55 But he, BEING FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, 
and JESUS STANDING on the right hand of God,
Acts 7:56 And said, 
Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man STANDING on the right hand of God.
Acts 7:57 Then they CRIED OUT with a loud voice, 
and STOPPED THEIR EARS, 
and RAN UPON HIM with one accord,
Acts 7:58 And CAST HIM OUT of the city, and STONED HIM: 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, 
whose name was SAUL.
Saul was part of that blasphemy. Saul could have SPOKEN OUT to oppose that killing. Saul had access. He was consenting to Stephen being killed for what he had said. Saul was at least an accessory to speaking against the Holy Ghost.

Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

WHAT WERE THEY DOING? They were ending that ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, with a rejection of the Holy Ghost.

It was not only a rejection, but remember that Jesus Christ had told Israel that BLASPHEMING, or even SPEAKING AGAINST the Holy Ghost would be Israel's unforgivable sin. Christ had told them that if they do that blasphemy, there would be NO COMING BACK from it.

The Lord Jesus Christ had told Israel, not us, but Israel,

Matthew 12, verse 31, Wherefore I say UNTO YOU (Israel),
All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men.

Remember that Stephen was filled with the Holy Ghost when they stoned him.

Matthew 12, verse 32, And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him: 
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 

That is what the leadership of Israel did, they spoke with their WORDS, and they spoke with their STONES.

but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come.
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Well Israel just blasphemed against the Holy Ghost, and spoke against the Holy Ghost. In those verses, Israel just committed their unforgivable sin, of which Jesus Christ had warned them. The nation of ISRAEL FELL and continued to diminish as  God still offered individual Israelites and Israel blessers, the circumcision gospel of a future kingdom out of heaven, until Acts 15, according to Galatians 2, verse 9.

And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me (PAUL), 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that WE should go unto the HEATHEN, 
and THEY unto the CIRCUMCISION.

The leaders of Israel pledged to go to the circumcision. That did NOT include the uncircumcised in heart and ears. Israel just agreed not to evangelize, not to go further at that time with Christ’s commission to Israel.

That is what we have been showing here, for all to see that the ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, for Israel to remain God's holy nation, and God's Light unto the Gentiles, that all ENDED at the end of Acts, chapter 7. The nation of Israel was no longer a way to God. That was all prophesied. Look in Isaiah, chapter 28, verses 10 through 18.

Isaiah 28, verse 10,  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little:

That verse tells that God revealed his doctrine a little at a time.

Isaiah 28, verse 11,  
For with STAMMERING LIPS and ANOTHER TONGUE will he SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE.

That verse prophesies that a God would use tongues to speak to disbelieving Israelites.

Isaiah 28, verse 12,  To whom he said, 
This is the rest wherewith 
ye may cause the weary to rest; 
and this is the refreshing: 
YET they would NOT hear.

"The rest wherewith ye (Israel) 
may cause the weary to rest" 

would include 	the statements of Jesus Christ like,

Matthew 11:28, Come unto me, all ye 

(of those to whom Christ came, of ISRAEL) 

Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:29, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye 
(believing Israel)
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Matthew 11:30, For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Isaiah 28, verse 12,  To whom he said, 
This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; 
and this is the refreshing: 
YET THEY WOULD NOT HEAR.

There was NO FAULT in the word of the Lord.

Isaiah 28, verse 13,  But the word of the LORD was unto them 
precept upon precept,  precept upon precept; 
line upon line,  line upon line; 
here a little,  and there a little; 
THAT THEY MIGHT 

What was the purpose of all that knowledge and doctrine, the additional precepts upon the precepts, and the additional lines upon the lines? It was, 

THAT THEY MIGHT 
go, 
and fall backward, 
and be broken, 
and snared, 
and taken.

I believe 

"That they might go" 

refers to THE CHOICE God gave to Israel, to crown, or to crucify the Son of man, Son of God, mostly because of the wording in a parallel prophecy, in Isaiah 8:14-15. 

Isaiah 8:14, And he shall be for a sanctuary; 

That was the positive choice for Israel. What follows in the verse was the negative choice for Israel, WHICH THEY CHOSE.

but for a stone of stumbling 
and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, 
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
Isaiah 8:15, And many among them shall 
stumble, 
and fall, 
and be broken, 
and be snared, 
and be taken.

The sequence of words is the same in both of the parallel prophesies, except for the first word. So the difference in the first word in the series in Isaiah 8, verse 15 helps to show what the word "GO" means in the second half of Isaiah 28, verse 13. In both verses, the first word is followed by the words, FALL, BROKEN, SNARED, and TAKEN. But, the first words in the series that are parallel to the words "THAT THEY MIGHT GO", are "many among them shall STUMBLE". So, "go" is related to "stumble".

When did Israel stumble?

1 Peter 2:7, Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: 
but unto them which be disobedient, 
the stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same is made the head of the corner,
1 Peter 2:8, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 
even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 
whereunto also they were appointed.

So, Peter calls Jesus a STONE OF STUMBLING, and a ROCK OF OFFENCE.

Romans 9:31, But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath NOT attained to the law of righteousness.
Romans 9:32, Wherefore? BECAUSE THEY SOUGHT IT NOT BY FAITH, 
but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at THAT STUMBLINGSTONE;
Romans 9:33 As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a STUMBLINGSTONE 
and rock of offence: 
and whosoever BELIEVETH ON HIM shall not be ashamed.

So, Paul also calls Jesus a STUMBLINGSTONE, and a ROCK OF OFFENCE. Israel stumbled when they demanded that their Messiah be crucified.

Let's plug that understanding into Isaiah 28, verse 13.

Isaiah 28, verse 13,  But the word of the LORD was unto them 
precept upon precept,  precept upon precept; 
line upon line,  line upon line; 
here a little,  and there a little; 
THAT THEY MIGHT 
go, 
and fall backward, 
and be broken, 
and snared, 
and taken.

In that verse, we want to find the fall, and what came before the fall, and what came after the fall. As we read the rest of these nine verses, we will see that the word "FALL" in Isaiah 28, verse 13, is the FALL OF ISRAEL from being in line to receive the kingdom at that time. Just before that fall of Israel, they had that choice to "GO" toward CROWNING their Messiah as their King, or to "GO" toward CRUCIFYING their Messiah. Their choice was to stumble at that "STUMBLINGSTONE".

Just after that fall of Israel, both parallel prophecies say that they were BROKEN, SNARED, and then TAKEN. It is likely that the last in the list, "TAKEN" refers to Isaiah 6, verses 9, through 13 WHERE "removed men far away", and the "great forsaking in the midst of the land" PROPHESIES what comes after Israel's fall, and after their later blinding. We have a handle on the first word in the list, "GO" (STUMBLING at the cross), We have a handle on the last word in the list, "TAKEN" (centuries of the land being FORSAKEN). That leaves two words in the middle of the list, and two scriptural events that are left to be designated.

The meaning of the 3rd word, "SNARED" gives it away. Writings in the period covered by the book of Acts tell that Israel allowed itself to be snared by its frequent whoring after other "gods" in place of the God of Abraham. Israel's frequent straying from God was capped by their blaspheming against the Holy Ghost, and by their speaking against the Holy Ghost at the end of Acts, chapter 7. Let us look at how Paul describes Israel's being "SNARED" in,

Romans 11, verse 8,  (According as it is written, 
God HATH GIVEN THEM the spirit of slumber, 
eyes THAT THEY SHOULD NOT see, 
and ears THAT THEY SHOULD NOT hear;) unto this day.
Romans 11, verse 9,  And David saith, 
LET their table be made 
a snare, 
and a trap, 
and a stumblingblock, 
and a recompence unto them:
Romans 11, verse 10,  Let their eyes be darkened, 
THAT THEY MAY NOT see, 
and bow down their back alway.

In those 3 verses, we see 5 times that Israel had reached the point of no return in their going after other "gods". When Israel reached the point of no return, God "snared" them so he could have our Saviour die for all the sins of all people. Paul calls that snaring, being "cast away" in 

Romans 11, verses 15.
For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

And, in Acts 28, verses 26 through 27, Paul described what Isaiah 28:13 called "snared", as 

"ye shall see, and NOT PERCEIVE", 

and, 

"their eyes have they CLOSED; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE with their eyes".

Look at the verses:

Isaiah 28:13 But the word of the LORD was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little; 
that they might go, 
and fall backward, 
and be broken, 
and SNARED, 
and taken.

Acts 28:26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall SEE, AND NOT PERCEIVE:
Acts 28:27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they CLOSED; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.



That matches the thought of Paul in

1 Corinthians 2, verse 8, Which none of the princes of this world knew: 
for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

At first, it seemed strange that God would want his only begotten son to be assassinated. But it fits right in with the verses we just read in Romans 11, verses 8, through 10.

That leaves the middle word in the Isaiah 28:13 list, "BROKEN" to still be identified.

Isaiah 28:13 But the word of the LORD was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little; 
that they might go, 
and fall backward, 
and be broken, 
and snared, 
and taken.

That also leaves only 1 event in Israel's history recorded in the Acts period. In the verses following the Romans 11:8-10 verses we just read, Paul described that one event of Israel that is left. That one remaining event of Israel is after Israel's fall, and before Israel was "snared" or "cast away".

Romans 11, verse 11,  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy.
Romans 11, verse 12,  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and the DIMINISHING of them the riches of the Gentiles; 
how much more their fulness?
Romans 11, verse 13,  For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office:
Romans 11, verse 14,  
If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and might save some of them.
Romans 11, verse 15,  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

Especially, Romans 11, verse 12, describes the word "BROKEN" as referring to Israel's gradual "DIMINISHING". The point is that Israel's events were prophesied at least twice in the prophetic Old Testament writings. The Bible prophesied Israel's
	stumbling,
fall,
	being broken, (or diminished),
being snared, (or blinded) and 
taken.

See how the remainder of this passage in Isaiah 28, verses 10 to 18, prophesied what has happened to Israel.

Isaiah 28:13, But the word of the LORD was unto them 
precept upon precept,   precept upon precept; 
line upon line,   line upon line; 
here a little,   and there a little; 
THAT THEY MIGHT 
go, 
and fall backward, 
and be broken, 
and snared, 
and taken.
Isaiah 28, verse 14,  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, 
that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.
Isaiah 28, verse 15,  BECAUSE YE HAVE SAID, 
We have made a covenant with death, 
and with hell are we at agreement; 
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: 
for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:
Isaiah 28, verse 16,  THEREFORE THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, 
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, 
a precious corner stone, 
a sure foundation: 
he that believeth shall not make haste.
Isaiah 28, verse 17,  Judgment also will I lay to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet: 
and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of LIES, 
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
Isaiah 28, verse 18,  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, 
and your agreement with hell shall not stand; 
when the OVERFLOWING SCOURGE shall pass through, 
then YE SHALL BE TRODDEN DOWN BY IT.

Isaiah 28 prophesies Israel's history following its fall in Acts 7 through the centuries of being forsaken and trodden down.

Almost immediately after Israel's fall, Christ revealed his secret (mystery of Christ) PATTERN,by which He first saved UNFORGIVABLE-SINNER, Saul of Tarsus into the body of Christ in the dispensation of the gospel. 
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